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PREFACE. 



PoLTDORB Vergil, otherwise named de Castello, was 
a natiTB of Urbino in Italy ; bom in the latter half of the 
fifteenth century, and educated in the University of Bo- 
logna. Of his family we know but little. Burton, who 
wrote the History of Leicestershire, says his father's name 
was George Vei^ ;* he himself tells us that Antony 
Ver^, his great-grandfather, taught philosophy at Paris ; 
and he had a younger brother whom he mentions with af- 
fection, John Matthew Vergil, a professor of Philosophy 
at Pavia,-)' who died at a premature age. He had also a 

" See Burton's MS. as quoted in Nichols's Hist, of Leicesterehire, vol. 
iii. pL i. p. S36. 

t " Habes enim (prout probe scis) Antonium Vergilium proavum nostrnnl 
Arcbetypon, qoi medicn etiam rei ac astrologiee peritiasimuB olim apud 
Galloi, in Lntetia PariBiorum, philosophiam docuit, quam tu Patavii in 
prasenti public^ profiteria. 

" Non est infinm utique laus, duos ex Vergiliana familia viroe in duobus 

totioa oTbis pnecipnis gymnasiiB, baud longo temporis intervallo, profeasores 

bonarum diiciplinaruni non absque nominis gloria publicitus extdtisse. Sed 

tu qui proavum jam longe relinqnis, efficiee (spero) ut aliqnando posterita* 

b 
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kinsman of the name of Adrian de Castello, of whom more 
will be said hereafter. 

Polydore himself was first known to the literary world 
by the publication of a Collection of Proverbs, " Proverbi- 
orum libellus," printed at Venice in 1498, gathered 
chiefly from Latin writers, and dedicated to Guido Ubaldo 
then Buke of Urbino.* It was the first attempt of its 
kind, and the author was subsequently not a Uttle mor- 
tified when Erasmus claimed that same priority for his 
" Adagia." Polydore Vergil gently reproached him in the 
preface to his next work: Erasmus protested his un- 
acquaintance with Vergil's previous book ; and Polydore 
expunged the censure. Of thu literary collision Polydore's 
bic^raphers have said more than was sufficient. It created 
a friendship between these eminent scholars which lasted 
to the close of Erasmus's life, cemented by the con- 
geniality of their pursuits, and evidenced no where more 
strongly on Erasmus's part than in his Correspondence, "f- 

dicat, fuiase olim Polydorum quendam, qni iUnm Joannem Msttbeum Ver- 
gilinm k p»ero bonis moribui atqoe diicipUnu nutrierat. Vale, LondiDi 
noDiB Decembrig, An. M. D. XVIL" 

* Oth«r editions of tbe " ProveTbiorum libellns " were 4to, Voi. 1506 ; 
A^entor. 1510 ; 6 Basle, 1524, 1532; 12° 1536,and 8" 1541 and 1550. 
To the edition of 15S6 is inbjoined a short commentary ujmhi the Lord's 
Prayer, aAerwards, about 1554, said to have been printed separately. 

t See particMikrly the letters dcclx. dcccxv. dccclit. mclxxvi. in 
Erasmi Epist. fol. Lugd. Bat. 1706. 
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In 1499 Folydore Vergil published his second work, a 
Treatise ** de InventoribiiB Remm." This also was the 
first publication of its kind, subsequent to the revival of 
literature. It gained him great reputation ; was after- 
wards much enlarged by its author ; passed through nu- 
merous editions in different countries ;* and was trans- 
lated into several of the modem languages of Europe.-^ 

• " Polydori Vergilu Vrbinatis de InventoribuB Rennn, Libri tres," 4to. 
Ven. 1499; reprinted there m 1503. This work was iucreaaed to ^ht books 
m the Basle edition of 1521, followed hy other editioos from the same place 
in 1524, 1545, 1550, 1554, and 1570, in 8" and I2°» ; printed at Lejden 
in 1544, &"; at Amsterdam, 8°, 1571, and by Dan. Elzevir, 12° 1651 and 
1662; Rome, 1576, 8° ; Lyons, 1566, 12"; Frankfort, 1599; Geneva, 
1604 ; and Argeatorak 1606, 8» and 12°. 

f Two editions of an Italian translation of this work, by Hetro Lauro 
ot Modena, occur, 8" Ven. 1543 and 1545. A Spanish translation by Fr, 
Thamar Medina, speared in 8™ 1551. 

Wood in his Atiienw Oxonienses, edit. Bliss, vol. iii. col. 435, says, that 
Bale translated Polydore Verb's work " de Remm Inventoribus " in the 
time of Edward VI. but in rude and old English. He does not say whether 
this translation was published. Three if not four editions ot an Abridgemeat, 
however, in Ei^Ush, speared much about that tioke ; viz. One, " An 
Abridgomecte of the Notable Woorke of Folidore Vergile. Conteining the 
deuisers ai>d fjnt» fynders oute as well of Artea, Ministeries, Feactes, and 
dull) ordioaunces, as of the Rites and Ceremonies commonly vsed in the 
churche : and tlte original beginnyng of the same. Compendiouslye gathered 
by Thomas Langley." Dedicated to SirAntonye Denny. " Imprynted at 
London by Richard Grafton, Printer to the Princes Grace, the xvi. daie of 
Aprill, the yere of our Lorde M.Dolvi. Cum priuilegio ad imprimendnm 
solum." Square 12™. Printed also " xxv. Januarie," 1546, which stands 
as a second edition. A third, " Imprinted at London by Richard Grafton, 
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Soon after the production of this Treatise we find Poly- 
dore holding the office of chamherlain to Pope Alexander 
the Sixth, bj whom, in or soon after 1501, he was sent to 
England as sub-collector of the tribute called Peter- 
Fence, under the auspices of Adrian de Castello his kins- 
man, already mentioned, who had been raised to the 
purple under the title of Cardinal S**. Chrysogoni, and 
who was his superior in the office of treasurer and col- 
lector of the Papal tribute.* 

What was Polydore*s immediate reception at the English 
Court is not recorded, but he is known to have been 
recommended to Henry the Seventh by those who were 
acquainted with the king, whilst Earl of Richmond, in his 
exile. -f Polydore's relation, the Cardinal S". Chrysogoni, 

Printer to the Kynges Majeatie. Anno 1S5I. Cum prioilegio," as be- 
tore. 12*^. The fourth edition, '■ Imprinted at London by Jhon Tisdale 
dwellyng in Knight rider's streate neare to the Queeaes Wardrop," 12°. 
without date. This is the latest edition of " The Abridgement," as we 
know of DO work tVom Tisdale's press earlier than 1550. 

Bayle in his Historical and Critical Dictionary says, " The treatise de 
Inventoribiu Rennn contained several things which the Inquisition disliked, 
wherefore it approved of no edition but that which Gregory XIII. caused 
to be printed at Rome in 1576, which was purged of all those passages 
which displeased the luquiNtors. Sec also the Index Librorum prohihitonun 
et ezpurgatonim, p. 850, et seq. 1667, in folio. " Polidori Virgilii de in- 
ventoribus rerum Liber, nisi fuerit ex correctis et impressis ab anno 1576." 

• Harl. MS. 6966. Ejtcerpta. ei: Reg. Oath. Wellen. 

f Sea what Burton's MS. aayi, Nichols's Hist. Leic ut supr. respecting 
Guido Dak« <tf UHtnno, Polydore Vergil's first patron. 
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speedily became Bishop of Hereford, and Polydore him- 
self in 1503 was presented to the rectory of Church 
Langton in Leicestershire.* In the following year, Oct. 
20th 1604, when the Cardinal S". Chrysogoni was trans- 
lated from Hereford to the bishopric of Bath and Wells, 
we find him enthroned, by commission from the archdeacon 
of Canterbury, in the person of Polydore as his repre- 
sentative.-J- 

In 1607 Polydore Vei^l was collated to the prebend of 
Scamlesby in the Church of Lincoln ;;{; and early in 150S, 
at the King's nomination, to the archdeaconry of Wells. 
In the instrument of appointment he is named " Mr. 
Polydor Vei^, otherwise Castellen."§ 

It was now, or a little before, that Henry the Seventh 

* " 1503. Not. 16. Dominus Polydonis Caatellen. jurium, reddituum, 
et proventiuin CamerEe apoatolicae in regno Anglim debitorum 'N^ce Collector 
(^neralis, admisHUa ad Eccleaiam do Langdon E^leeia in Archidiaconatu 
Leycestr." Reg. Smyth Line Episc. 

f " 1504. 20 Oct. HadrianuB tit. Sancti Chrysogoni Preab. Cardinal, 
trttnslatUB ah Epiacopatu Heref. aiictoritate papali inthronizatur (per trom- 
missionem ab Archid. Cantnar.) in persona Polidori Vii^lii subcoltectoris 
in r«gno Angl." Eicerpta ex Reg. Oath. Wellen. MS. Harl. 6968, p. 45. 

X " 1507. 13 Apr. Dominus Polidoms Castellen. cleiicus collat. ad 
Preb. de ScamloBby m Ecc]esi& Line, per mortem Magistri Willelmi Elyot." 
Reg. Smyth ut supr. 

§ The Harldan MS. 6966 contains an abridged copy of the instrument: 
"Wbereas Adrian Card, de Cbryst^ni and bishop of Bath and Weill 
hath, by his sufficient writing granted unto ua the nomination . . . Wherefore 
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requested him to undertake the History, of which a trans - 
lation of three of the later Books is here presented to 
the reader. Polydore states the fact circumstantiaUy in 
the address to his brother, dated at London in 1517, 
prefixed to the edition of the Treatise " de luTentoribus " 
which issued from the press of Frobenius at Basle in 
1521. 

He says, " Veni post hsec, missu Alexandri sexti Romatii 
pontificis in Britanniam, quae nunc Ai^ti^ est, ut quses- 
turam pontificiam apud Anglos gererem. Ubi ne bonum 
odum tererem, rogatu Hemici ejus appellationis Septimi 
Regis prsestantissimi. Res ejus populi gestas scripsi, in 
historiseque stilum rede^. Quod hercle opus duodecim 
annos sub literatoiia incude laboratum, obstante fato, 
nondum absolvere licuit." 

Antony k Wood mentions Polydore as at this time in 
great favour with Fox, Bishop of Winchester,* and 
from several of Erasmus's letters we leam that he was on 
terms of familiarity with the persons most eminent for 

we woU that ye confer for tiiii time oDiy the Archdeaconry of Welles unto 
M' Polydor Vergill otherwise called Castellen. Geren 6 Jan. 23. re^i." 
The Cardinal de Chryiogoni resided away. Hence Polydore Vei^l was aa 
frequently styled Collector aa Sub-Collector of the Peter-Pence. 

" 1507-8. 6 Feb. Polydorus Vergilius alias Castellen. per procur. instalL 
in Arcfaid. Well, et prebend, de Brent annex, insttdlatur perBOoaliler 10 
Sept. proi. sequent." Ibid. 

* Fasti Oson. edit. Bliss, 4' Lond. 1815. coll. 8, d. 
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rank and learning viho moved mthin the sphere of the 
court. Sir Thomas More, Face, Linacre, Tunstal, and 
Latimer (the preceptor of Cardinal Pole), are especially 
enumerated as his friends.* 

In the beginning of Oct. 1510 he was naturalised rf- and 
in 1513, upon being collated to the prebend of Oxgate in 
St. Faol's Cathedral, he resigned his prebend of Scam- 
Ie6by4 Id 1514 he was employed in assisting Wolsey 

* ErasiiuEpist.fol.1706. Two Letters, one ft^m Polydore to Eraamua, 
die otlier irom Erasmus to Polydore, will be found in the Appendix, 
Nunan. III. IV. 

He Iiadft short fHendship too with Gawin Donglas, bishop of Dunkeld. 
In the third Book of bis Hutory, edit Baa. 1556, pp. 52, 53, notidng the 
earliest accounts of the Scottish kings, he says, " Nuper enim Gaidnus 
Douglas Doucheldenais e]nscopiis, homo Scotus, virque gumma nobilitate 
et virtute, nescio ob qnom causam, in Angliam profectus, ubi audivit dedisse 
me jampridem ad historiam scribendam, nos convenit : amicitiamjeeimiu .- 
poBtea snromd rogavit, ut ne hiBtoriam paulo antA & quodam boo Scoto 
divulgatam seqnerer, in rebus ScotJraB explicandis, pollicitusque est se intra 
pancos dies misBUTum commentariolum de bis neutiquam n^ligendum, id 
qnod et fectt," He adda, soon aAer, " Verum non licoit diu uti frui amioOt 
qtu eo ipso aimo, qui fait saluUa humans uoxxi, Londini pestileatia 
absnmptus est." 

f Pat. 2 Hen. VUI. p. 1. See the Letters of Naturalization, m Rymer's 
Taien, torn. siii. pp. 290, 291. Thej were granted, without fine or tee, 
Oct. 2, 1510. 

I " 1513. 11 Junii, Polider Verg^ CasteUen. coll. ad preb. de Oxgate 
in Eccl. S. I^uli I^nd. per mortem magistri Johaunii PntL" Reg. Fit2- 
james Ep. Lond. 

" 1513. 12 Jul. Mogister Oliver Cosen colloL ad preb. de Scamblesby 
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to attfun the Cardinal's hat,* though it seeitas doubtful 
whether either he or the Cardinal S". Chrysogoni gave 
all the aid to Wolsey which that minister expected on 
the death of Julius II. Certain it is that in 1514 both 
fell out of favour. 

The Cottonian Manuscript, Vitellius, B. 11. contains 
various letters and Papers, some burnt and injured, which 
it may not be improper to refer to here. The folio 101' of 
that volume preserves a Letter of the Cardinal S". Chry- 
sogoni, from Rome, to Wolsey, entreating the continuance 
of fevour to himself and Polydore. He refers to long service 
on his own part : and gays, " taceo meam antiquam fidem, 
et servitutem viginti quatuor annorum." He resided con- 
stantly at Rome, and was one of Wolsey's earliest tools. 
The same volume, a few leaves on, preserves another 
Letter, addressed by the whole College of Cardinals to 
"Wolsey, dated Rome, 1st Dec. 1514, recommending the 
Cardinal S". Chrysogoni, and his " succollector " Poly- 
dore, to Wolsey's kindness. At folio 123 we have a long 
letter from Polydore Vergil himself to the Cardinal S". 
Chrysogoni dated from London in 1515, giving various 
intelligence from England ; burnt at the edges and im- 

in Eccl. Line, per reugn. MagiBtri Polydori VergOii." Reg. Smyth 
Line. Ep. 

• MS. Cotton. Brit. Mus. ViteU. B. ir. fol. 76, Letter from Polydore 
Vergil to WoUey, dated 20 May 1514, but without the name of place. 
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perfect; posdblyan intercepted letter, or it would hardly 
hare been found in the Cottonian Manuscript ; in which 
he aays, " de Denariis Sanctl Petri pauci sunt qui vellent 
soIvCTe, dicentibus plimmis se velle videre finem litis ; 
inter quos est etiam noster bonus Abbas SancH Albani."* 
It was just at this time that Wolsey received the Abbey 
of St. Alban's in commendam, and he is probably the 
person meant. In folio 1 26*> we have a fragment of a note 
to Wolsey, from whom does not appear, but it advises him 
to caution the King againnt both the Cardinal and Poly- 
dore, and recommends the interception of their letters.'f' 

' Another copy of diis Letter occnrs in the same Toliune, foL 127. 

t Polf dore Vergil, in his history of the rrign of Henry the Serrotb, 
gives the following accomit of the CardinaL 

" Ijegust Innocentius Rom. pontilex HadriAnnm Castellensem, hominem 
Hetruscum natum Coroeti, quod veteres Castmm noTnm Tocarant, qui in 
Scotiam proficisceretur, ad toUendas ipsius autoritate ex illorum principum 
animis discordias. Ib quamviB magnia sit itineribuB profectus, tamen cum 
p^renit in An^iam, ct^ovit ab Henrico rege, ad qnem etiam a pontifica 
mandata habebat, so tardiua Teniage quam res reqiureret, quare ejus monitu, 
nln jam pedem reCeienduni, ac es Anglia non ezcedendum ratus, vix bidui 
moram fecerat, cum nuntdns csdis Jacobi venit. Manut delude Hadrianna 
in Anglia aliquot mensesi in quem i primo Joannes Mortonns Cantnariensia 
archiepiscopus otnnia bumanitatis offida couferre studuit, hominis doctrina 
ac moriboB ductus, quippe qui eum in summa etiam apud K^;em gratia 
poaniL Atqui Henricus cum hominem nbi a Mortono commendatum 
Tideret non miniini esse iisas, jam turn mirifice dil^re ccepit, ejusque 
opera cum apud Tnnocentinm, turn apud Alezandnun sextum pontifices, ita 
draude usua est, ut primum Herefordensem, et ex eo mox relicto, Batho- 
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The next we read, is of Polydore in prison, succeeded 
in his 8ub-coUectorship of the Papal dues by Andrew 
Anunonius, the King's I^tin seo^tary. The original of 

Diensem et Wellensem epUcopatitm ei detulerit, Cntenim Hadrianus breri 
post tempore Romam reversuBi per omnes bononim gradiu in Collegium 
Cardinaluim venit : oam Innooeutiiu eiuu prim& CoUectorem, id est, Qubb- 
torem pontifidnm in Anglia, et Protonotariimi unom ex septem creaTit,poBtea 
Alexander pontifex eundem diu secretiorem fiuniliarem habuit, Cardi- 
nalranque fedt. Sed quotnsquiBque est, qni irta, quee ignavia juxta atque 
Bolertibna et dari et anferri possunt, miietUT ? Alia nempe Hadriaai laiia 
eat, et hsec quidem setema : erant enim in eo plmimss liters non vulgares, 
sed reconditte, ac Bummiun bononun delectus judidum, qui memoria noetra 
primus omnium post illud disertiBsimuni Ciceroois seculum, suis Bcriptia 
mortales excitavit, ad perfectas literas de doctiMimonim autorum fontibus 
hauiiendas, docuitque modum pur£, nitidd, ac luculenter loquendi, sic, ut eo 
doctore, in prssentia ubiqne gentium latiuitas ab int^ro renaBcator." 
Polyd. Verg. Angl. Hist. Ub. xsTi. edit. Bas. 15&6, pp. 580, 681. 

Some of the circumBtaDcea of Castello'i Bubiequmt life are incidentally 
alluded to in a later page of Polfdore Verge's History. He was deprived 
of the bishopric of Bath and Wells, in 1518, at the lime of Cardinal Gam- 
p^gio's approach to England as l^ate, and while be remained at Calais : 
undoubtedly to please, if not at the request of, Leo the Tenth. 

" Venit in AngUam Laurentius Campegius homo Bononiensis inter 
jurisconniltos jureconsnltissimus, rir paratus meditatnsqae, cui datus ^t 
coUega Volenua ; is etenim partem Heorira assiduitate petendi rogandique, 
partim Francisci r^s autoritate, & Leone pontifice Romano sub idem 
tempUB l^atus Anglis creatus erat. Atqui Campegium ubi Caletum per- 
venit, sive casu, sive de^ta opera Volsnus monuit oportere eo Io<u dies 
aliquot morari, ac interim multa promissa fadeodo, hominem tentare ccepit, 
ut vellet per Literas apud Leonem pontificem agere, qud Hadbiamus 
Cardinalis Bathonibnsis ^rioarelur epiteopatu in qutm Jam ^i» 
paratut erat invadere, Fuit autem in promissia Episcopalus Sarisberien^ 
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Ammonius's appointment to this office, fix}m the Cardinal 
8". Chryiu^ni under Leo the Tenth's direetion, dated at 
Rome, 26 March 1615, follows at foL 130. 

The incarceration of Polydore caused a lively interest 
to be taken in his &te at Rome. The same volume irom 
which so many documents have been already cited pre- 
serves two Letters, one from the Pope, the other from the 
Cardinal de Medicis to Henry the E^hth, referring to the 
fact, and soliciting for Polydore's release, and for the 
restoration of whatever had been seized at his residence, 

819, quem non multo post vacaatem ipse Cuiipeg:ins assecutna eat, eoqne 
uti frui tiuidiu licuit, quoad Don multA post lege sandtum est, ut absenteB in 
Anglia BaceTdotia non pOBSiderent." lib. zzvii. p. 654. 

In the next page of Polydore's History we read of the Conspiracy in 
which Adrian de Castello had previously joined against Leo, and <^ the 
vengeance which followed it, of which the deprivation of his English 
bishopric was no doubt a part. 

" Interea Leo non immemor noxite, u qua fuerat, Hadrianum et Francis- 
cum QVoIaterranum] mulctavit, at non contentus ea prrada, ejus satellitmn 
prffifectus deinde ad Hadriani ^des quteaitum ivit, ai quid intus esset, quod 
rapi poaaet. Ejna injuris indignitate Hadiianus valde commotna Venetias 
ae contulit, ubi, sicut ejus moris erat, in divinis atque aliis bonis literia, 
Leone non invito, jam acquiescebat, dim ecce, inimicorum operatione de- 
turbatur 6s sui epscopatus posaessitaie, quem Volsmu repentd vor&vit." ■ 

Castello now fled tVom Venice, and Uttle more waa afterwarda heard of 
him. The editor of Chacon, who is followed by Godwin, aaya, " quo vero 
tempore Hadrianua hie noater obierit, incertum ; circa annum 1518 acribit 
Ciaconiua : die 16 Januarii aniii 1526 ilium jam &to ceasiaae affirmat Con- 
teloriuB : ferunt in Traciam, Conetantinopolim uaque, neds metu perl«rri- 
tum fiigisse, ibique obscurum ac lalentem clausisse diem estremum." 
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How long he remuned in prison we know not, but his 
letter to his brother, dated at London, in 15)7> is endited 
as from a man at liberty and ease, and we are cert^ that 
he forfeited none of his preferments but the sub-collector- 
ship. And that was a loss which he was litde likely to 
deplore.* The Pope's letter however states that he had 
been imprisoned for many months, before Henry the 
Eighth was written tcf* 

In 1522, when Chiles the Fifth made his visit to 
England, in the List of lodgings set apart in London for 
the Emperor's train, we find, " Item, Poloderus in Paules 
Churche Yarde ; hall, parlour, iij. chambres, iiij. beddes, 
with all necessaries." Polydore's place occurs in two other 
lists t in one, with the addition of " wyne i. hogg. here ij. 
ho^.'* Polydore's place, as it is called, was, no doubt, his 
residence as prebendary of Oxgate.{ 

Polydore had long taken the decision to pass the re- 
mainder of his life in England, and now devoted himself 

• Chalmers, in his Biographic&l Dictioiuiry, is wrong in represeating 
Polydore Vei^l as the last eollector of this odions tax in England. He is 
never subsequently mentioned as returning to the appointment. 

Notidng this tribute as established in Uie Soion times, Vergil says, 
» numi illi argentei vocantur Tulgo Denarii <Uvi Petri, quoa pondfidus 
qtuestor, quem non inscienter CoUectorem nuncnpant, exigit. Noi kane 
ohm quatttiram aliquot per anno* gauimut, ejusque muneris obeundi 
causa primum in Angliam venimus." Hist. lib. iv. pp. 89, 90. 

-)- See these two Letters in the Appendix of Documents, Numm. I. II. 

; Rutland Papers, published by the Camden Society, pp. 91, 94. 
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more than ever to his studies, and to the completion of 
his English Histoiy : leaving no inquiry unpursued 
among our older chroniclers. 

It is not generally known to his biographers that in 
1525 he published the first genuine edition of Gildas, 
from a manuscript he himself possessed, collated ^th 
another which had been furnished to him by Tunstal, 
Bishop of London.* This and the just remarks he makes 
in his own history upon that of Geof&ey of Monmouth, 
fully evidence the discrimination as well as the care with 
which he compiled. 

In 1626 he published a Treatise " de Prodigiis," 6to. 
Lond. consisting of Dialogues and Attacks upon Divina- 
tion.-f' This work was reprinted at Basle hy Bebelius in 

* " OpuB noTum. GSdu BritannuB Monuhns cui Sapientw cogno- 
mentum est inditum de Calomitate, Excidio, et conquestu Britaimue, quern 
Anffliam nunc vocant, author vetuBtus a mnltis diu deayderatua, et nuper 
in gratiaro D. Cutheberti Tonatalli, Londioeii. Episcopi fonnolit excusiu. 

" In hoc authore prater multJplicem hie illic HiBtorianim InterpoBitionen], 
videre licet gravisaimaB illius temporis Reguin, Priudpuin, Ducum, Epomm, 
Sacerdotum, Clericorum, fkc ccrreptioaes, vehementi imdique BpirituB impetu, 
deiiiis lacraram literarum teBtimoniig foTtit«r aniutaa." 12°. 

The Pre&ce addrassed to TuoEtall is dated 8 id. April 1525. 

ThiB vork was reprinted in the " Opus Historiaium, nostro seculo con- 
Tenientissimum," 6° Bbb. 1541 : and again, by Josceline, in 1568, dedicated 
to ArchbiBhop Parker, with the restoration of some passages which had 
been intentionally omitted hy Polydore. 

f The pr^ce, addressed to Francis Maria Dnke of Urbino, is dated 
London, 13 cal. August, 1526. 
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1531, and again by l9ing;rim in 1545. To it were prefixed 
ihree odier Tracts by Polydore, " De Fatientia et ejus 
fiructu, Libri duo ;" " De Vita perfecta ;" and *' De Veri- 
tate et Mendacio," 

In 1528 we find hnn dedicating the translation of a 
short piece by St. Cfarysostom to his friend Erasmus.* 

In 1534 his English History appeared in twenty-six 
Books ; printed in foho, at Basle : the dedication of it to 
King Henry the Eighth, dated at London, " menae 
Augusto, 1533." A second edition came out at Basle in 
1546. These bring the History down to the year 1509. 
Immediately upon his death a third edition appeared, in 
twenty-seven Books, fol. Bas. 1555 ; brii^^g the History 
as low as 1538 •••f- this was followed by another edition, fol. 

* Whether this Tranalalion a[^»eaTed in print earliw than 1550 the editor 
ia not certBin. It was then appended to an improved edition of the 
" AdagiA." " Poljdori Vergilii Urbinatis Adagionun sque humanonun ut 
jMcrorum opus, per autorem anno isto M J).L. rnrsua norisBime jam, ac 
diliguiliaa recognitum, et magnifice locupletatum. Item Diri Joannis 
Chiysostomi de perfecto Mooaeho maloqoe Prindpe Libellua, eodem Poly - 
doro inlerprete." 6° Baa. 1550. 

Herbert'a Ames, L 342, 388, mentions " A Book conteyning the Com* 
mendationa of Matrimony, by William Harrington, LL.D." as " Imprinted 
at the instance of Polydor Vu^l, arohdeacon of Wella," 1528, 4'°. with 
a prefEUse by him in Latin. Herbert quotes aa his authority " Mr> Baker's 
interleaved Manneell'a Catal." 

t " Polydori Vergilii Vrbinatis Anglicra Historim Libri viginti aeptem, 
ab ipso antore postremum jam recogniti, adque amuasim, aalva tamen historice 
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Basle, 1556 : by a fifth, in 2 Tolumes in small octavo^ 
Ghent, 1556-7: by a sixth, fol. Bade, 1570: and a 
eerenth, an octavo, edited by Thysius, who forgot the 
rdgn of Henry the Eighth, and then prefixed it to the 
whole with an apology, 8°, Leyden, 1651. 

Burnet acquainta us that, as a member of the Conroca- 
tion of the CSergy, Polydore Ver^ signed the Articles of 
1536 ;* and in that of 1547 the declaration for the Com- 
munion in both kinds.'f' 

Teritate, eipoliti." Tlie following appears as a preface at the back of the 
title-page to this and the socoeeding folio editims. 

"Elogiitu Anglic^ Historlb. 

« I^ucU ants annia, Poljdonis Vergiltiu Vrbinaa edidit historiam suam 
Anglicam, in qua primum arte conficienda, doinde ordine digerenda, dein do 
OTStione vestienda, qnanquam et omninm fermi opinionem expectationem- 
qae et atque ade& Beipeum superaTit ; attamen cilm ille in luis de renun 
Inventoribus Ubris demonstnTerit, nnUain olim artem qiua futnn esset ex- 
cellentior, intra snum Btetiwe initimn, qn6d nihil propi sit aimnl et infentiun 
et perfectum, ex eo Toluit earn ipsam historiam regustare, polire, locupletare, 
id quod biennio pjist, hoc est, anno md.xxxvi. primum, deinde etiam liii. 
navitar feat, salTa tamen ac iuctdumi ilia prisca intestate majestateque 
veritatiB historin. Qnare aptime Lector ac«upieg hoc opos perfectum, quo 
aUuDc sesoentos, ut Tetus ille dinnnwraodi modus uaitatus doctis asorpetar, 
annos, non aliud in eo scribendi geoere, baud Ibrsltao temeri dices, latinius 
elegantiasqne conqioaitum Aiisse : atque istac est tibi testatum, qui posses 
nmitjt gaudere secnlum noetnnn tandem aliquando elocutione latina pasnm 
puri emendata plend florere. Quapropter in hac equidem parte vel ipsa 
Auglia non minns felix censenda est, quM talem rerum suanim gestarum 
scriptorem primum habuerit." 

* Burnet's HisL of the Reformation, fol. edit. i. 436. 

t Ibid. ii. 103, iii. 360. 
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XT) PREFACE. 

In the interim between these two years afiain of busi- 
ness called him to Italy. How long exactly he remained 
there we are not told, but it was for some time. The 
fact of his departure is stated by himself in the pro- 
oemium to his twenty-seventh Book. Up to that time he 
had been in the constant habit of marking events as they 
occurred. When he returned, his health failed ; and, 
perhaps, in that perilous day for churchmen, Im courage. 
He says " secutus est Henricus eo nomine octavua, numero 
Ter6 Regum vigesimus septimus, cujus res gestas usque 
ad trigesimum regni ipsius annum persciipsi, qui post hac 
octo regnavit annos, ciim ipse id temporis in Italiam re- 
Tocatus fui Degotiorum causa, ubi perdiu mansi : at simul 
ac inde reverti in Angliam, interrupta jam serie rerum 
publicarum, quas in dies singulos annotare prius solebam, 
uon statim post idem mihi institutum tenere pa- valetu- 
dinem incommodam licuit." 

In 1550 the infirmities of age requiring a warmer cli- 
mate than that he had so long been pleased with, he 
sought and obtained a licence from King Eldward the 
Sixth to return to his native country : to remtun there for 
life at his pleasure : and, at the same time, to retain the 
rents and profits of the archdeaconry of Wells, and of his 
prebend of Nonnington, in the Church of Hereford, 
'* without incurring danger, penalty, or forfeiture."* The 

* See the Append. Num. V. Newcourt says he sold the perpetuity of 
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PREFACE. Xm 

lettera patent state expreasly that the indulgence thus af- 
forded to him was in conddo^on of his literary merits. 
He likewise retained tiQ his death his prebend of Ozgate 
in the Cathedral of St. PaoL* 

Polydore did not take immediate advantage of his li- 
cence, for in 1551 we find him still in Iiondon, recelTing 
the further bounty of the Ckown. In the Council-Book of 
that year. Nor. 1st, there is the entry of a warrant to the 
treasurer and chamberlains of the Exchequer to deUver to 
" Polydor YeigiU in way of the Kinges Majesties reward 
the sum of one hundred marks :" and on the fith of No- 
Tonber following anotha warrant to the Exchequer to 
pay to " Polydore Vergil in way of the Kings reward the 
sum of three hundred crowns, after fire shillings the 

tbe boose at Wella ti this time, wbich belonged to bis arcbdeaconr;. 
BnrtonMnnres oa be was a benefkctor there "in beautifying tbe cboir t^tbe 
Catbednl Cburcb of Wells with fair arras hangings (which are there at 
this day, 1636) ; wherein, in many esoocbeons, are bis Arms ; viz. Argent, 
• lanrel tree vert, supported with two crocodiles proper ; over which, in a 
winding label, a scroll is written, 

' Hec Polydori sunt inunera Vergilii ;' 
nndemeath, in a strait scroll, 

■ Sum Lannis Tirtutis bonos pergnta trimnphia.' " 

t^duris's HisL Leic toL iiL pt. i p. 606. 
* " 1555, 13 Decemb. Magister Johannes Biaban clericos coUaL ad 
jfnii. de Ozgate in Ecdea. S. Pauli par mortem Polydori VergiUL" Bog. 
Edm. Boner. E]»bc. Lond. 

d 
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crown."* No mterrening entry occurs to show that the 
one superseded the other ; they stand as separate gifts. 
The following short letter to Sur WiUiam Cecil, the oi^- 
nal of which is preserved in the Lansdowne MS. N''. it.- 
art. 66, relates to the later gift 

" Opdme Cecilli. S> Initium jnngends amicitiB tecam occaao hiec &cit. 
Heri enim adivi ad illustrem Northtunbris Ducem, mei nc^otii cauas, qiu 
Btatiin petiit an accepissem schedulam a consilio n^o aubscriptam de done 
MajesUtis Regue dato. Respondi intellexisse me & domino Privati sigilli 
cuatode «am esse signatam. Tum ill« inqoit, Mane dwmi, ipse namque ad te 
illam mox mittendam curabo, si non potueris commodo tno ante habere. At 
ego ne immodestus viderer, hodie bene mane me ad Be$;iam contuli, quia 
etei heri te conrenire studui uspiam, tamen non potui, sed accidit, ut tu 
puilo ante de cubiculo tuo esiveris. Quore nunc roitto ad te famuJiim 
meum Polydorum Rosse, cum his literis meis, cni rogo, Telia earn ipaam 
Bchedulam ad me dare, quo posaim tempore suo rem meam peragere. Siquid 
rero tdbi tuiave ministria inde debeatur illud libenter peraoWam. Vale, et 
me ama. Ex tedibus noatris x. Novemb. 1551. 

Tuue PoLTDORua Ver- 
oiLtUS, manu mea." 

Addresaed, 

" Domino Cecilio, Secretario Re^o." 

These presents, in all probahility, were to provide for the 
expenses of hia journey ; 'and in those days must have 
been more than sufficient. He retired to Urbino; and 
there, to the close of life, continued to devote himself 
to learned pursuits. 

* Harl. MS. 6195, p. 16. 
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He is stated to have collated the first impressioD ot 
Nicolo Perotti's " Comucopiae " with a copy in the Dukel 
of Urbiuo's library, and to have corrected its errata. 

Honiger obtained his Notes on Horace, and included 
them Trith those of other commentators in his edition of 
Haat author, printed in folio, at Basle, in 1580. 

A mantucript Liat of English Bishops, by him, is also 
referred to,* but whether it still exists, or at what period 
it was compiled, is unknown to the editor of the present 
volume : though he suspects it is not impossible that it 
may be only the original of the list of Bishops of the 
several Sees from early tame, printed at the end of the 
Index to the later editions of Polydore Vergil's History. 

His last composition that we are acquainted with, is a 
Latin letter of congratulation to Queen Mary the First, 
upon her accession to the English Throne, dated August 
6th, 1653 : without the mention of place, but, doubtless, 
jfrom Urbino.'t' The original is preserved among the 
Harleian Manuscripts in the British Museum.:}^ 

Peter a Sancto Romualdo, in the Continuation of Ade- 
mar's Chronicle, p. 326, asserts that Polydore Vergil died 

* "MS. among the English Ecclesiasticks, commended by Stapleton," 
Princ Doctr. lib. xiiL c 7. Wharton, Angl. Sacr. vol. i. p. xiv. 

f See it in the Append. Num. VI. 
. X MS. Harl. 6989, fot. 149. The some Volume contains an earlier lett«r 
of Vet^l " Edovardo Lnlio, R^ia Anglin apud Ciesarem Oratori." Lond. 
19 Oct. I5S6. 
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in 1662 ; but hia biographers ^nerally place Ids death 
in 1655; and thej are confirmed in the correctness of 
this latter date by the Registers of the Sees of Bath and 
Wells, of Hereford, and of London, in all of which it 
appears that those who stepped into the archdeacon's 
preferments succeeded in that year " per mortem Folydori 
VeigiliL" 

Fbw writers of the English Stoiy have met with such 
harsh treatment as Polydore Yei^ Sir Thomas Vo^ 
Blount in his " Censura Auctonun," and Bayle in the 
Notes to his " Historical and Critical Dictionary," have 
taken pains to enumerate the charges brought against him 
for deficiency in judgment, for partiality, and for gross 
fEilsehood. 

The truth is that Polydore Vein's attainments went &r 
beyond the common learning of bis age. The earlier 
part of his History interfered with the prejudices of the 
English. He discarded Brute as an unreal personage ;* 
and conndered Gieofirey of Monmouth's History an hete- 
rogeneous mixture of fact and fable, furnishing compara- 
tively little which could be safely relied upon as history.')' 

* " Csterum Livlus, Dionyaius Halicanuueus, ac pleriqne alii qui diH- 

genter de uitiquitatibus KomaooTum ■cripMnmt, niuiqaam hujiu Bruti 

meminere. Neque iUud ex Bntonnoram annalibiu prodi potuerat." Polyd. 

Verg. ut supr. lib. j. p. 17. 

1 ., f " At contra ijuidam uostriB temporibus, pro eipumdis itUa Britonum 
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FRBFACB. XXi 

Hence Ldand's defence of Geoftcey, printed in the 
" Collectanea," where it fills no fewer than nine octavo 
pages, " CodruB, sive Laus et Defensio Gallofridi Arturii 
Monnmetensis contra Polydorum Vei^;iliuin :" followed by 
his " Asserlio inclytissimi Arturii, Regis Britanniffi," first 
printed in 1544.* 

Sir Henrf Savile, in the dedication of the " Scriptores 
poet Bedam" to Queen Elizabetii, was the next who assailed 
YergiL He was little to be attended to, because a fo- 
reigner ; " homo Italus, et in rebus nostris hospe8."'f- 

macnlis, acriptor emenit, ridiculA is eisdem figinenU conteieiu, eosque 
longd inpn virtnUro Macedonum, et Romanonmi, impudenti TSnitate 
attollens : Gaufredos hie eat dictiu, cogaanuix Artlninu, pro eo, qndd 
mnlta de Arthnro ex prisoa Britonom figmentii mmpta, et ab m aocta, per 
niperdnchnn lalinj Bennmua colorem, honesto hutorin naniiie obtezit. 
Qmnetiaiii mi^are anan, cujnsdani Merfini diTinatifHies ftUanmas, qnibaa 
ntiqae de mo plorimnm addidit, dnm eaa in latinma traiufeRet, tanquam 
approbatas et inunobili veritate subnizaa prophetias Tulgavit." Ibid. 

• Leiandi Collectanea, edit. 1774, vol. v. p. 2. 

f " Nam Polydorus, ut homo Italua, et in Tebni noatria boapea, et (qaod 
capnt eat) neqne in repoblica *enata>, nee mag^ alioqni vel judicu Tel 
ingenii, panca ex mnltia delibana, et iidaa plenmiqne pro rem amplezns, 
hutoriam nobis reliquit cum ceteia mendoaam tam exiliter aane et jejuna 
coBicriptiim.'' Rerom Anglic ScripL post Bedan. fol. Lond. 1596. 

Nicolaon givea a comment on this pauage, which shewa that he had not 
looked into Polydore'a Hiilory to fonn an opinion for himaelfl " Some," 
he Miya, " have fimcied that the aererer character which 1^ Henry is here 
pleaaed to give of thia antbor, might chiefly be applied to the Histray of 
Henry VIU. and that a great many paaaages in that reign may be darUy 
or ftladj r^reaoited by him, by reason of hia being unacqnunted with the 
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Paulu9 Jovius charged him with administering flattery 
to the English ; he says the French and Scotch writers 
had made the same complaint ; and adds that he had in- 
troduced into his History the names of inconsiderahle 
captains.* 

Humphrey liiuyd, without adducing the slightest evi- 
dence, stigmatised him as a malicioiu detractor.'f* 

En^sb tongue ; wbich cinild not bat very much obitrnct bis knoidedg« in 
modem transactions. Other things, say lliey, have fUlen from lum under 
a borrowed light and colour, out of the respect he had for Queen Mary, 
and his great inclinations to serve the interests of that princess." The 
slightest inveatigatjon of Polydore's History of Henry the Eighth's rogn, 
however, will evince the futility of these remarks. 

* " Coascripsit Historiaa reram Britannicarmn, ea fide ut Scotia et Gallia 
snpe redamantibus, alieno potiua arbitrio quam buo intexuisse multa in 
gratiam gentis esistdmetur, quod in recensendis roinonun Ducnm nominibus, 
tanquam gloriraavidis plurimum indnlserit." Pauli Jov. Elog. cap. cxzzv. 
p. 279. 

t " Cum ante paucos annos in Polydori ^li^ilii Itali, et Hectorts Boethii 
Scoti historias Britannicas inradissem quorum ille nominis Britannici 
gloriam non solum obfiucare, sed etiam BritanuoB ipsos meadadssimis suis 
calumniis iniamare totia viribua conatur : hie vera dum Scotos suos d 
tenebris emit, qnidquid unquam out Romani aut Britanni laude dignum in 
hac insula geasare, hoc totum illis attribuit insulusaimiiB acriptor." Lhuyd 
DesCr. Ai^lita, fol. 6. Other passsgea, equally calumnious as relating to 
Polydore, are quoted from Lhuyd by bishop I^icolaon, Hiat. Lib. edit. 
1776, p. 57. Such as" Homo ignotuaetextems.'* — "Vir perMctnfrontis" 
■ — " Invidia et odio tumena " — '' IniamU homuncnlua" — " Os impudena" — 
" Dditans Urbinas." — Nor ought anything of this, he adds, to be attributed 
to ao over-boiling of honest Humphrey's Welsh blood, iftha other tnaUart 
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Owen reriled him in an epigram, 

" Virgilii duo tunt : alter Maro : Tu Polydore 
Alter, Tu mendax, ille Poeta fiiit." 

CaiuB, in his Treatise " de Antiquitate Cantabrigise," 
makes a heavier charge. He mentions it not only as a 
thing reported, but found to be certainly true, that Poly- 
dore Vergil committed as many of our ancient and manu- 
script historians to thejlames as would have filled a 
WAQQON, that the faults of his own work might pass un- 
discoTered.* 

La Popliniere, in his " Histoire des Histoires," improves 
even upon this ; he says, Polydore caused all the histories 
to be burnt, which by the King's authoritif and the. as- 
sistance of his friends he could possibly come at.-f- 

Against these charges Polydore Vergil was ably de- 
fended, more than two hundred years ago, by Burton, al* 
ready mentioned, in a manuscript written in 1636, which 

h» is accuttd of he tnu. NicoUon eridently, himself) doubted tlie truth 
of the charges. 

* " Fama percrabuit, atque etiam cognitum et compertum certo est, tot 
histotias nostas, vetiutas et manusciiptas immani scelere igni commendasse, 
qnot ne plaustrum quidem posset ctqiere et anstinere, arbitratus, ut credo, se 
ejus generis onmes solmn habnisse : aut Teritns sibi vilia dan, qudd lecutua 
legem jampridem librorum vetenun castigatoribus datam (ut ipse de se ak 
in pne&tione in Gildam) nonnulla resecuerit, que scriptoiee prodideruDi." 
De Antiq. Cantabr. 4to. Lond. 1574, p. 52. 

t Ia Popliniere, Hist, des Histoires, liv. iz. p. 465. 
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has been since printed by the late Mr. Nichols in his 
History of Leicestershire. His words are these: 

" Upon the first coming of PiAjion, King Heniy VII. impoted on him 
tlie penning of the Enghsh history from the firtt b^innlng to that present 
time ; wherein, si himself ssith, he spent tinlve yearn' Uhoar togetiier, b«t 
yet fimshed it not. After sonw discontinnance, he set upon it again, and per- 
formed il in 1533 in the 25th year of King Henry VIII. to whom he then 
made dedication of the same ; a work of great labour and like readii^i but 
much carped at by John Druse* (who wrote a book against him), Jo. Leland, 
Richard White, Jo. Lewis, Humphrey LIuid, and others ; not, as I cancare, 
for any just cause, but for that he, bong an alien, should be graced with 
such a matter of charge, which most proparly had belonged to a native of 
tiie land. The chief matters they charge him with are, first for that hanng 
taken the substance c^ the b^inning of his History all out of the works of 
GwiHrvj of Monmouth, yet unthankfially (imitating theron ^mUam of 
NewboTough) lashing at him ; next, for that in many places he pitcheth 
somewhat smartly upon the antiquity of Britain ; thirdly, tot that he doth 
seem severely to censure some of those Kings which he treateth of; lastly, 
lltat, having gotten many old mannscnpts together, by whose help be com- 
nled his book, after his conclusioD of the same, he set fire (m them alL 

" For the first and seoond, it is well observed by many of great reading 
and judgment, that Geoffrey of Monmouth bath somewhat hyperboUcdly 
extolled the praise and antiquity of the Britons, and interlaced many pat- 
sages of his own device, and drawn down a series of descents, but with what 
truth the just and true chronolc^ of time, upon good examination, will soon 
discover ; so that Polydore doth not upon the matter impeach the antiquity 
of Britain, but the fabulous inventions of the said Geoflirey. To the tlurd. 



* This is a mistake fbr Price. The title c^ the work is " Historis 
Brytannicn Defenuo, Joanne Friseo Equestris Ordinis Brytanno Anthore." 
4to. Lond. 1573. 
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PHBFACB. XXT 

those IVinces whtcb opposed the Pope's proceedings are indeed by him cea- 
iured, those that gsve way are applauded ; bat that is to be attributed to the 
time, and to the circumstance, as nhose agent he vae, yet whoever shall 
peruse what he hath written shall find that many things be did not approve, 
thongh instituted by the Pope's authority, but held diem hnpertinent and 
norel, aa the inhibiting of marriage to spiritual men, the ordination of 
festival days, examinations, kneeling to pictures, creation of Cardinals and 
religious orders, and such-Uke.* Lastly, for his destroying of manuscripts, 
I eould never yet be drawn to believe it, ndther is it probable, for that, 
unless he had had all the copies of each kind t<^ther, that by one act they 
might all have finally perished, he would never have attempted such ao 
enterprize ; and certain it is, by Leland's Collectanea, that almost in every 
Abbey (himself setting down a catalogue of all manuscripts which he saw ia 
each place) there was variety and store of copies, not only of the chiefest 
writen, but almost of the meanest chronologers and historiam. But, what- 
soever they have said, this I may truly say, and can make good. He was a 
man of singular invention, good judgement, and good reading, and a true 
lover of antiquities.'''f- 

Gale in the preface to his "Scriptores," and Bishop 
Nicolson in his English Historical library, have joined in 
later times to give currency to another chaigei that of 
shipping manuscripts for Rome. Gale says the vessel 
loaded with them went from Rochester Bridge.;^ He is 

* Bale, De Script. Britann. Ceutur. ziii. says the same : "licet in pie- 
risque scriptds sniB vers Religion! superstitionem pmtulerit, pi6 nibilominus 
Christianorum ministromm conjugia defendehnt, pi^ue statuarum cultum 
damnabat, cum quibusdam aliis Romanensium Rabbinorum imposturis." 

t Nichols's Hist, of Lmcestersb. vol. iii. pL i. p. 538. 

X Gale, Script xv. fbl. Oxon. 1691. Praaf. ad lect. " Certe si famn 
receptK et inveterate credere Bceat, unus Potydorus Vii^Uns qunstor tunc 
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" said to have borrowed books out of the public library 
at Oxford, without taking any care to restore them : upon 
which the University, as they had good reason, declined 
lending any more, till forced to it by a mandate, which he 
made a shift to procure from the King. In other places 
he likewise pillaged the libraries at his pleasure, and at 
last sent over a whole ship-load of manuscripts to Rome."* 

But neither the proof nor the probability of this have 
been estabUshed: and it is not a little singular that so 
many of our good antiquaries and historians should, like 
sheep, have leaped after each other in gross error. 

Taylor, too, in his History of Gavelkind, 4*° Lond. 1663, 
pp. 83, 84, saySj Polydore " laboured to disparage tlte 
British Antiquities, and not only so, but under the 
patronage of King Henry, having power to search all 
Records, is retorted to have seised the most antient thereof 
Cthat were in beingj in the Treasury of Landaf, and to 
have destroyed them; something of which nature I have 
also seen ; for in a Re^ster book, compiled by St. Thomas 
de Cantilupe (bishop of Hereford) I found three leaves 
cut out ; which, by a constant and confident tradition qf 
the Registers of the Diocess of Hereford, in whose custody 
that Book was, it is averr'd that this was done by Polydore." 

Kpod noi Pontifidus, navem iatu spoliis oniutam a pcnte Rboffbiui Romam 

BUttt." 

• Nicolson, Engl. HUt. Lib. edit. 1776, p. 58. 
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Tim again is Welsh ; even Herefordshire, up to the. 
time of Henry the Eighth, was frequently if not UBually 
considered as a Welsh county. 

Had there been any truth, or evidence in support of the 
Oxford story, Antony ii Wood would have been sure to 
have ferretted out the facts : all he says in his History of 
Duke Humphrey's library is, "That several scholars- 
would, upon small pledges given in, borrow books thence : 
which pledges, being not half worth the books that were 
borrowed, were never restored. Polydore Vei^, as tra- 
dition tells U3, borrowed many after such a way ; but at 
length bdng denied, did, upon petition made to the King, 
obtain his licence for the takii^ out of any manuscript for 
his use (in order, I suppose, for the collecting materials for 
his English History or Chronicle of England), which, being 
imitated by others, the library thereby suffered very great 
loss."* 

Even Burnet has a fling at Polydore, but it is for his 
character of Wolsey only. He says, " Neither Erasmus, 
nor Polydore Veigil made their court dexterously with the 
Cai^inal, which did much intercept the King's favour to 
them ; so that the one left England, and the other was 
but coarsely used in it, who has sufficiently revenged him- 

♦ Wood's Hkt. and AnUq. of Oxford, e*t. by Gutch, 4' Oxf. 1796, voL 
u. p. n. pp. 918, 919. 
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■elf upon the Cardibal'B memory."* Yet who is there 
that haa studied the history and correspondence of Wol- 
sey's time but sees the corroboration, in every part> of 
the portrait which Polydore Vergil has drawn r 

Wharton, in the Ang^ Sacra, has given a character of 
Polydore very difiorent from Savile, Gale, and Nicolson. 
He calls him " Vir undequaque doctissimua, et Anglicanse 
HiBtoriee peritissmua." 

Thb compilation of Polydore Verge's History occupied 
the labour of twenty-eight years before it was presented 
to King Henry the Eighth. It was the first of our histo- 
ries in which the writer ventured to compare the facts 
and weigh the statements of his predecessors ; and it was 
the first in which summaries of personal character are 
introduced in the terse and enei^tic form adopted in the 
Roman classics. In choice of expression, and in the 
purity of Latin style, Polydore Ve^l exceeded all his 
contemporaries :'f- and the numerous editions of his work 

• Hht Refonn. Oifbrd edit. vol. i. pp. 20, 21. 

t Hi> Addnu to the Reader at the end of his Hiatoiy apologises for 
the neoeuity <d luing a few tenna unknown to clasaical latinity. 

" POLYDORUS VeRGILIUS LeCTORI S. 

" MoKlTUM te, optinw Lectori toIo pennult« verba njioua Z^atina, longo 
uwt noa Item rationoi juapridem in coanietudiiiem quotidiani sennoois 
TCniue, ticj ut velimus noUmus ea interdum usurpare cogamur : cujucmodi 
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in the sixteenth century sufficiently shew the estimation 

sunt Dux et ComeB, olim officii tantum, at summas nunc dignitatis vocabula. 
Item comitatuB, pro r^one ; cancellarina, pro ecribanun ; abbas, prior, pro 
monachoruin pnefecto. lata paucola (nam cteten &cil£ dedinaTtnnu) cum 
l^;endo in ea indderia, noD roihi Titio des, sed atque aded DOBtris temporibuai 
qnte ita quondam barbaia &cta aunt, ut nondum ejnsmodi nsvia purgnri ad 
m^inen) potuerint. Vale." 

If the reader con endure another apedmen of Folydore's I<atin, let him 
penue the following short notice of the last momenta of Queen Catherine 
of Arragon, and his tranalatioa of her letter to the King : 

" At Catherina sexto post die graviori morbo affecta, cum animo pna- 
sentiret mortem adventare, ancillam non indoctam jussit binas scribere 
Uteraa eodem exemplo, unaa ad regem, alteras ad Euatachium, quas ipsa 
dictavit, in beec verba : 

< Domine mi rex marite semper cbarissune, Salve. Jam advenit hora 
mortis meES, in qao temporia puncto, amor facit nt te panels admoneam de 
salute anime tuts, quam debea cnnctis mortalibus rebus anteponere, o^lecta 
pre ea omni corporis cura, propter quam et me in multaa miseriaa, et te 
ipsmn in solioitudines plures conjeclstj : sed hoc tibi ignosco, ac Dens tibi 
ignoscat, tarn velim, quam precibus piig oro. Qnod superest, commendo 
tibi filiam communem nostram, in qnam quaso, officium illud pateme totum 
conferas, qnod ^;o a te alias desidersTi. Pneterea precor summ^ uti ancil- 
laa meaa respicias, essque buo tempore bene locare nuptiis placeat, quod 
multum non est, c^ non sint nisi tres, et dare meis miniBtris Btipendium 
debitum, atqne in nnum etiam annum er tua gratia, benignitate, liberalitate 
fiiturum, ne deserti Tel inopes esse videantur. Postremo unum illud lestor. 
Oculi mei te solum desidenmt. Vale.' " 

It ia true that we know of no English composition now remaining in 
Polydore's hand-writing ; but, after the reading of this beantUul translation, 
who will be ao bold to assert, or who will beliere the assertion, that Poly- 
dore Vergil was ignorant of the English tongue ? The length of bis resi- 
dence in this country alone repudiates the supposition : and his History shews 
jt was impossible that he could he ignorant of it. 
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in which his contemporaries held him.* Locked away in 
a language unknown to the common reader, his History 
has suffered disparagement in later times. Even Lingard, 
the best of our modem English Historians, scarcely quotes 
him. 

Thus far, as regards the Latin History. In the Cata- 
logue of the Library of Henry the Eighth, in the 34th year 
of his reign, transcribed from a hook in the Augmentation 
Office by the late Mr. Thomas Asde, and by him presented 
to the British Mu8eum,-f- " Cronica Poltdori " occurs. 
It was, no doubt, the presentation copy to that monarch : 
but this Manuscript is not forthcoming now. It had 
ceased to be found in the Royal library when Casley 
formed his catalogue. 

The Manuscript Translation from which the Three 
Reigns here prepared for the Camden Society have been 
selected, has the signature of LuMLEY on the first page, 
and could not, therefore, have formed any part of the 
Royal Library previous to the time of James the First, 
when Lord Lumley*s Books and Manuscripts, which had 
been purchased for Henry Prince of Wales, merged into 
the Royal Collection. J 

* Even Lhuyd ockaowledges the popularity of Polydore's Histoty, " Sed 
cum in memoriam rerocarem, Polydorum Virg:iliiim, cu/ut optra m omnium 
mant^ runt." — p. 69. 

f Addit. MS. Brit. Mub. 4729. 

X Dr. Bircli) in his Ute of Henry Prince of Wales, pp. 161 — 169, uys, 
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The volume itself, MS. Reo. C. VIII. IX. (once in two 
books), at present forms a folio of some size, in a hand of 
the latter part of the reign of Henry the E^hth. To the 
end of the reign of Henry the Sixth the writing is uniform 
and beautiful ; the work of a scribe. The two last reigns 
are in a coarser hand, with numerous interlineations, mar- 
ginal additions, and changes of expresinon, like an author's 
copy, prepared for feir transcription. The Translator, it 
may be conjectured, m^ht not have Uved to the entire com- 
pletion of his task, as the Volume comes down no lower 
than the death of Richard the Third, leaving the reigns 

« The death of John Lori Lnmley on the 11th of April 1609, without 
leaving any isioe, gave the EjDg an opportunity of g;ratifying the Prince's 
love of books, and nmUng a noble addition to the Hoya.! Library. 

" King James I. enriched the Bodleian Library at Oxford at the expense 
of his own, giving a warrant to Sir Thomas Bodley, under the Privy Seal, 
for the choice of any hooks, which that gentleman shonld like in any of his 
houses or libraries. But His Majesty very amply supplied the plftce of 
them by the purchase of Lord Lumley's library, which contained not only 
his own collection, bat that of his fother^n-law, Henry fits-Alan Earl f£ 
Arundel, who had lived in the reign of King Henry VIII. when, upon the 
dissolution of the Monasteries, he had great opportunities of collecting 
mannscripta, many of which, as well as of the printed books in the Royal 
Library, have the name of Arundel and Lumley written in them. 

" King JanMSt having purchased Lord Lumley's library, ordered it, at the 
si^;geition of Mr. Newton, to be reposited, together with that of his prede- 
cessors, in the palace of St. James', where the Prince redded, for the use of 
his IGghness ; and Mr. Patrick Young, son of i^ Fet«r Yoin^, his 
Majesty's tutor, was appointed keeper of it," 
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of Kin^ Henry the Seventh and King Henry the Eighth 
untouched. 

The Translation is free, and of a thoroi^h EngUsh 
character, evidently made by a person powerfully ac- 
quainted with the language into which he roidered his 
author, and well versed in the colloquial phrases of the 
period. Who he was we have yet to leam; but this must 
be said, that in elegance of expression he rivals his au- 
thor. As a specimen of language alone the whole Work is 
worthy of publication. 

Polydore's History during the reigns which form the 
present volume is indispensable to fill a chasm of near 
seventy years in the dark period to which they bear re- 
lation ; and it is important to know that he wrote this 
portion of his work whilst many of the pei^ons alluded 
to in the events of the rdgns of Edward the Fourth and 
Richard the Third were alive, and who communicated 
vrith him.* 

* See pp. 185, 209. 
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Popg Lao X. to King ffenry VIII. mjavow of Polyiore V«rgil 
whom the king had impntonnd. 

[MS. Cotton. ViteU. B. ii. fol. 164. Orig-Z 

LEO-PP-X*. 

CTwriiwiiiic in Christo fill noster : lalutem et apostolicam benediclionem. 
CommendAvimuB mlij* DOfltria liteiu MajesUti tus dilectum filium Po- 
lidormn Verginium, linjuB sanctn Apostolicn Sedis in regno isto subcol- 
lectorem; qui qiudetn in urcerem too juuu conjectua est, plur^aque jam 
in eo menses detinetar ; hortadque snmus te, pro tua in eondem sedeni 
atque no9 rererentdo, proque nottrA in te patern& dilectione et cbaritate, 
velles eum libenuu facera. Cnjiu qiudem rci, cum nihil diun actum aba Te 
intelligamus, has ad tnam Maiestatem literas ^^n p'^ w■ duximus ; qnibus etiam 
atque etiom id ipsum aba te ettentd atque euixd requirimus, tilm etiam ut 
CoUectori domum qn»que ablata ex e& aunt nundes lestitui, neque patiaria 
ut ad te fhistn totiens de eadem re scripmase videamur. In eo pneterei 
Majestas tua nolns gratiseimum fitcdet, si dilectum filium nostrum Hadrianum 
Cardinalem Batonienaem, tun Majestati deditiasimum, resque ejua omnes 
lovebiB, tibique ipias nostro ntnnjne commendatas fades. 

Datum Rome apud Sanctum Petram, sub annulo piacatoris, die tri- 
cenmo Angusli, MJ). xv., Pontificatfia noatri anno tertio. 

P. Bkmbds. 
Carisaimo in Cbriato filio Doatro Henrico 
Angliffi Regi lUustri. 
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7^« CardinalJulio de STedieiiio King Henry VIILin favour of 
Polydore Vergil. 

[MS. CottoD. Vitall. B. ii. foL 165. Orig.1 

Sereniaume &c invictisaime Rex et Domine Domiiie mihi colendissime, 
hmniUimas comtnendatioDeB. Nlu scirem quipromptitudine reverendiisimiifl 
Domiima meuB Cardioalis HadrianiiB in causa CollectoriB m gesserit, at 
Majestatb vestne TolimUti saliafaceret, quive fide et serritute in earn 
semper fuerit) minus audacter fortasse Bcribera qu^ nunc facio pro Poly- 
doro ejus servitore, quern non sine moleatia in carcerem conjectum intellezi. 
Nam quum reverendisBimus DominuB Cardinalis omnia fecerit que ex eo 
petebantuT, et Dominus Andreas possessioneio Collectorise mcceperit, et 
omnia acta transacta jam sint, proiudd Majestatem vestram plurimttm rogo 
nd pennittat talem Cardinalem et Servitorem snum tantam pati indignitatem, 
ejusdemque Servitorcm sic diutiiiB detineri, quem quantum magis ex animo 
possum commendo vestne r^s Majestati, et snpplico ut dignetur mandare 
qu6d liberetur. In quo faciet SandJasimo Domino noatro rem valde 
gratam : mihi gratiam singularem : et ipsum Dominum reverendissimum 
non mediocriter consolabatur. Et felicissimd valeat vestra nfpa, Majestaa, 
cni me hnmiUime conunendo. 

Bononis, iij. Septembris M.D. xt. 

Excellentasume vestrs t^^x MajestatiB, 

humillimus ac fidelisiimus servitor 

Ju. Cardinalis dz Mbdicis. 
Serenissimo ac invictianmo piincipi et 

Domino, Domino milii colendiBSttno, 

Domino Henrico Angli», &c. R«^. 
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Nuu. III. 

Polydora Vergil to Eramut, 3 Jmu, I52S. 

[Eruml EpUt. foL Lvgd. Bat. 1706. Append. Epiit. cocxxti.] 

Reverendo Domino Erasmo, amico cbarisBimo, Polydorus VirgiliuS) 
S.D. P. 

Mi Elraame, aaWe. Nndiustertiiu noater ZachariaB salutem mihi tuis 
verbis nantiaTiti BignificAvitqae te meorum libellorum funm profoisse, ac de 
me poatremo qussivit, an illud sassem. Ego ad ea respondi, me certiim 
habere Btudinm etga me tuum, et id esse, ut perinde tu mei, ut ipse tui et 
amaatiaumiu et Btudionssimus sam. FoBtea heri ille duxit ad me puemm 
tunm, ji quo paiticulatim intellexii quonam pacto tecum ageretur, id quod 
■ummta piihi fuit Tohiptati : nam quod Tivis, quod valea, illud maxime ex 
republica nostra litt«raria est, cum perspicunm sit, naturam te omnium 
ontim ad eam locupletandam peperisse. Qudd tua in me officia continenter 
coufen, ago g^atdas, ita respondes amori, ita jus necessitudinii, qiis jam- 
pridem mibi tecum intercessit, naviter aervas. Ego itidem facio, qui tus 
iPpyimiB laudis haudquaquam detrectator exsisto, id quod testatur Epistola 
noitis ad noalnmi Cuthbertum Londin^iaem Epieeopum, ciu nuper duas 
aacrorum adagiorum centurias dedicavi. Scripsi item, postquam hiDC 
proximo diaceauati, ad le litteraa, easque nostra More dedi, sed quia nihil 
responsnm est, poatea mihi eetenus tacendnm putavi, quoad nsu veniret, ut 
uspiam una easemusi quod tandem aliquando fiet. Interim si tibt nsui esse 
poseum, utere Polydoro tuo, qui to etiam pecunJa juvare cupit, cujua m 
cum post hac pericolum feceris, spes non fkUet, uti de puero tuo scire 
poteria. Vale. Londino, 3 Jnnij, anno 1523. 

Saluta, quEBBO, meis verbis Job. Oecolampadliun, si istic agat, et nostrum 
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Eratmmt to Pofydore VergO, 84 JTorcA 1537. 

[Ibid. Bidtt. DocoLiT.] 

Erumiu Roterod. Folydoro Vergilio S. D. 

Quo uon penetrant lingoB ftBcmatrices ? Qius noa, mi Poljrdore, wm 
alia Tslione melius ulciad posanmns, qnam nt amidtiunt qnam iiti reflcuaam 
Tellent, vincolis qnam arctissimia adatringamna. Videbia Homiliaa tibi 
dicataa, nunc tutbub excoaaa cum dignitate, quo magia etiam unntnr, quos 
eruciat noatra concordia. Qood sednlo agia e(pi;i'ara(6>' inter Leum et me, 
pro iatluec snimo Christna libi referet promiaaam beatitudinem. At pim- 
Bcribh ilk parum mquas pacta conditionee. Oatendat ille qnn perperam 
Rcripwrim in ipsum, ego viciaaim oatendam qute ille perperam acriput in me. 
Turn post mutuam palinodiam coeat amidtia. Vemm, hoc esaet non aaraie 
gratiam, ted renorare umnltatem. Optimum iuerit fi^ /i>^fficar$»ai, aed 
ilia Giscomm Afirtin-lq prorans omnium veteram injnriarum abolere memo- 
nam, Bc BCripto quopiam amico teetari poiitam esse umultatem, et animos 
ChriaUana junctos concordia, quod fiictum eat int«r Jaeobum Fabrum ac 
me. Quod mihi cum tot portentia dimicandum est, agnosco feroque fatom 
meum. Com sunmus mibi pulcbre convenit. Clemoia Septimus Ina jam 
miait duceatos florenoa, nihil non pollicens. Cnaar nuper ad me scriprit 
amantisBune cum suo cancelUrio. Regiun, Csrdinalium, Ducum, Episco- 
poTum literia honorificentiaume scriptia babeo plena Bcrinia. A multia 
reniunt et munera neqnaquam Tulgaria. A tenebriombua velut i cimidbuB 
ac pediculis mordeor: nam his neo Ctesar nee Pontiiex potest imponere 
ulendum. Tuti sunt sws tenebns. Sed nihil alind effidunt nisi quod 
traducunt sdpaos. Noa rectum clavum tenebimiis usque ad extremum vits 
tOTminum : de eventu viderit Christus, hujua &bulra choragiis. De libello 
excudendo egi cum Frobenio, respondet se paratuaimum, ea lege qua excudit 
Adsgitu Bene vale, patrone magne. Basileft, 24 Martij, anno 1527. 
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NoM.V. 

7%« Warrmtjbr Pofydore Vergil to depart Ae Beabn, AJ>. 1550. 
[Pat. 4 Edv. TI. p. 5, m. 14. Rym. FomL torn. st. p. 334.] 

EdwBide the Sixte, Sic. to all and Kuguler to whom, &c gn&ag. 
Whereas our trostie and welbeloTid Polidonu Virgiliua hatbe made hnmble 
ante unto na that, be being bourne in the partes of Italic, and having serrid 
onr grandiather King Henry the Seventh, our father King Henry th' 
Eight, of most noble memorie, and us, by the space of forti yeares and 
above, in writing and putting fourth in print divers notable Workes and 
Stories, may be licendd to departs oute of this our reahne to visit and see, 
nowe in his old age, his said natyve countrey, and there to make his abode 
during his pleasuer, and also quietly, without interruption, to have, hold, 
and enjoy the profits, rents, and commodities of th' archdeaconrie of Welles 
in the Cathedral Churche of Welles, and the Prebend of Notmyngton, in 
the Cathedrall Chnrche of Hereford, which the said Folidorus now enjoyith 
and holdith within this our Reahne. 

We let yon wit that, by the advyae of the lords and others of our Fiirf 
CounsaO, in consideration of the long, punfiil, and acceptable serrice here- 
tofore done by the said PoUdorus, of our grace especial and mere motion, 
we have lycensed, and by these our letters patents doo license the sud 
Folidorus Virgiliua, not only to pass out of this our realme, and to inhabito 
and dwell from hensforth in the said partes of beyond the seas, during his 
lief, at his pleasuer, but also that, by vertue and auctoritie of theis our said 
letters patents, the said PoUdorus Virgilius, at all tymes ihim hensforth 
during his said lief, may be absent and nonremdent &om his said arch- 
deaconrie of Wells and the said prebend (tf Nonington, without incurring 
any daunger, penaltie, or forfeiture for the same, and shall and may, by 
hymself, or by his sufficient proctour or assign, receyve, take, lerye, and 
eajoje, all and ringuler the rents, profitts, commodities, and revenues per- 
teyning or belongyng to the said archedeaconrie and prebend, and to either 
of them, during his said TiAturull Uof, and the same to convert to his oun 
use, profitt, and commoditie, any use, custom, onlinance, or prescription of 
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the said church or churche* whereunto hit laid archedeteanrie uid prebend 
doo apperteyn, had or made to the contraiie, or any act, itatute, ordinauoe, 
provision , or proclunation heretofore had or made, or hereaft«r to be nuule, 
vithiii this our realme to the coatt«rie bet«of in any wise notwithstanding. 

Wherfore we wall and commaund all and nngnler our officerst nuniaten, 
and sabjects, to whom in this case it shall ^perteyn, to permyt and suffer 
the said Polydorus Virgiliua peasably and quietly to enjoy the hole eSbct, 
tenour, and purport of theis our Letters Patents, upon th'only sight of the 
same) without any manner of lett, impedyment, or molestatian to the con- 
trarie hereof, as they and erery of them tender our plettsner and good 
contentation in that behalf. 

Provided always that the tenths, first fruyts, dismes, subridies, and other 
devoyers dne or to be due unto ns or our successonrs, kings of England, 
and all other duyetiea lawftilly accustomed to be paid and born to any other 
person out of the said archedeaconrie and prebend, be from tyme to tyme 
duly bom and supportyd of the revenues and proffits of the same as apper- 
teyneth ; and further that the said Polidoms doo, or cause to be done, aU 
and every such thing and things as by the laws and orders of the realms, 
already establyabed or hereafter to be establyshed, he shall be bound to doo 
or cause to be done by reason of the said archedeaconrie and prebende. 
Although expresse mention, &c. In witnes wherof, &c Teste Rege ttpvA 
Westmonosterium secnndo die Junii. 

Pkh Brbvb de Privato Sioillo. 



Pobfdore VergiFt Lttttr to Queen Mary I, upon Am* Acceuion to the 
Engtiih Throne. 

[Harl. MS. 6989, toL 149. Orig-i 

Salve R^no, Virgo, Maria brevi Aitura renascentis Regni genetriz. 
Namque scire licet Aoglin regnum ab inido septem habuisse reges, et eos 
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tun dm inter Be confliibm, donee ad extremum potestu ad imum perrenerit. 
Postea secati sunt ngn, qui illud ipaom potentia, antoritate, nomine, opibug, 
l^bns anxerant, item religione, literis uobilitanint, templisqoe pawim atque 
aliJB ndificija arnanut, sic ut ei non alteram fermi par foret, cum vician- 
todo renim cum mutatioQe temporum, perraserit in animos quonmdam 
mnlto infinniores, qui k religione in primis aberrantes, remote Dei metu, 
non dnbitsTerint boere contra rempublicam conjurationem poit homines 
natoB longe exitaoaianmam. Sed ecce Dens Optimua Mazimos vocavit te ad 
imperium, aalutemque populi in tna tutela ac prsudio esge voluit. Quare, 
electiBMma prudentisnmaqne Regina, tibi persnadere debes, banc esse divinam 
dextene excetai mntationem, ct Ubi occasionem datom, quomodo possee 
r^num tuum undique quasaatom, bonis vel moribns ac inatitutis spoliatum 
in pristinum reducers statum, quamprimum errata, delicta, peccata hactenus 
per licentiam commiua pid, modic^ serer&ine emendando, corrigendo. 
Ex quo profectd deinde in omni memoria seculormn, merits diceris tanti 
Regni nova et sola genitrix Aiisse. Quippe illnd ipsmn parro sand nc^ oUo 
effidei, si k principio delegeris conidliarioB, viros grajes, modestos, pm- 
dentes, qui atodio reipublicn commoda qtuerant. Porro si princepa 
opUmuB lit, et mains habeat consiliariog, nibil omnino, nti dirinus Plato 
ait, bene spenndom est de republicat quia unua bonus facile k mnltia potest 
deprkmi. Contri Bi matos sit qui regnat, et prabos habeat circa se prin- 
dpes riroa, nihil procul dnbio eit desperandum, qnoniam nnns itidem ad 
bonitat«m et virtutem dedud potest k plurimia. Hinc igitur, Regina sanc- 
ttsrima, satis constat oportere r^em habere domi auEe senatnm et consilium 
ex optimia qoibusque viria conatttutum : id quod si Majestati tus nmiUter 
ftcere tibueiit, certe qnidem tu ut justitia cOltrix et in aumma atque aem- 
ptenia gratia apud Deum temet, et in magna gloria apnd cunctoa mortales 
laudalnliter pones. Vate. Ego vero homo aenecta jam state toIuI te 
Donunam aicut aervua Uteris salutare, offidj cauaa, quod deinceps coram 
ss^us prsstabo. Die 5 Auguati 1553. 
Ejnsdem M*** T. 

ServuluB Poly. VtBOiLitrs. 
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HENRY THE SIXTH. 

THB XXIiy* BOOKS OP POLIDOBB TIHOILI. OP THE HISTORIE 
or BNOI^NDB. 

Ai.THOuaH the Englishe aSaires did seeme aomewhat weakned 
by the death of kiog Henrye, the noblemea neverthelesse deter- 
mined to renew the warres with valiaunt courage, and to make 
preparation^ as well at home as abroade, of all thinges that might 
be necessary for forthwith as oportunitie did serve. Himifrey duke 
of Gloceater returned againe into England, and, assembling the 
nobilitie, made relation what his brother king Henry had geven in 
charge upon hia death-bed, and in what estate the Frenche afffures 
did Btande. After that the nobles had conceaved all thinges, it The duke 
was agreed, that the government of the realme should be com- ^^'^^, 
mitted to the duke of Glocester hymself, according to the kinges tector. 
commaundement, who tooke upon him that charge; and to 
thintent he shoold not at any time afterward repent eyther of 
deede or direction, as a man mindfull of others and forgetful! of 
himselfe, he beganne to goveme with high commendation, and to 
provide for, place, and prepare all thinges apperteyning to the 
honor of the realme, and profile of the conmion weidth. At the 
very first he had spedall care to this, that Henry his nephew^ 

CAHD. 80C. B 
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might be trayned ap Tertnotulf, and did procure him to be com- 
initted unto Katherine his mother, whom he had brought into 
England vith him a htle befoTe, and did use reverently with all 
frendahipp and curtesie. And so baying established civil! and 
private causes, he beganne afterward to prepare with like diligence 
whatsoever was needefull for the use of warres. And making 
forthwith a levie of sooldiers, whomsoever he thought meete for 
the warres eyther in finglande or in Fraunce. Then he com- 
manded to be in readynes with all furniture, and appoynted over 
them centurions, and other captainea, skilfuU of martiall discipline, 
that, when occasion should require, they might be readie. After 
A pmriik these thinges, he levied, by authoritie of pariiament, a great masse 
°^^^ of money to support the neoessaiy charges of the warres, so that 
there should not be want of any thing to the hinderaunce thereof. 
Tba doka While that the duke of Glocester disposed matters thus in 
Itgtat of Englande, on thother side of the sea John duke of Bedford, whom 
FnoDce. ^3 chiefe directouT of all actions they called Regent of Fraunce, 
with Fhillipp duke of Burgoigne, provided with like care for all 
thinges that were necessary, but principally he labored to bring 
under subjection Charles the Dolphin, even as king Henry had 
Chwlei the purposed in minde. When as loe, Charles the king departed 
kta^^. *^" ^f*" '^y «a«>n of whose death there chaunced great chaunge 
of thinges in Fraunce, which was so commodious for the Dolphin's 
afiiures, as that it seemed God himselfe had special! care for the 
conservation thereof; for right manye of the nobles of t^unce, 
who before that time, partly fearing the English puyssance, and 
partly afrayde least the breache of their allegeaunce might tume to 
their owne displeasure, had holden with king Charles, after that 
tiiey knewe the king was deade, did no more regard at all by 
what maner or meane (so that by one or other) they might ezpell 
the Englishe nation, recover ther countrey, and unite themselves 
againe to their owne people. And so at one instant they went to 
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the Dolphin, snbmittiiig themselvea and all that they had to his 
protection, which when the duke of Bedford, being regent, and 
the duke of Burgoigne did perceave, they both diapwsed garrisons 
to fitt and covenable [daces, and gathered their armie togethers 
all at once ; and calling their noblemen unto them, the regent The re< 
made an oration, admonishing them not to hlsifie their &yth, and ^^t °{^, 
that they should neytfaer be authours, ne yet suffer young king nobiiitf c of 
Henry to be defrauded of his graund&thers kingdome, by enuye °° 
of moste false and forswome men; nor the enemitie betwixt 
England and Fraunce, nowe for a good while since extinguished, 
to be againe renewed ; and howe that they should call to lemem- 
bnrance tliat the kingdoms of Englande and Fraunce was by eter- 
nall league and consent of minde become, of twoo, one of the 
goodlyest kingdomes that ever was, and of late so established as 
that no humane force was able to withstande it. And though they 
bad receaved some detriment by warres, yet they might within 
short time tume the same to their benefice, if tbey wold honor, 
obey, and love Henry their king, and determine resolutely to per- 
secute bis enemies, and so should be the best to serve their liege 
lorde TsUauntly and faythfolly with all diligence. After this H.tferoim- 
oration ended, Henry was prodaymed Kii^; of Englande and ^J^"?'if 
Fraunce by common consent of them all, and the lordes there Vnaee, aai 
present were comuLaunded to sweare homage unto him, and the ^^^^ 
residue throughout the whole realme were bounde to take the same faim- 
otlie. When these thinges were thus done, they sent for their 
forces tiom all partes, and famished themselTes with all thinges 
to the renewing of warre. Likewise in Englande he was pro- 
claymed king by the name of Henry the Sixt, md all thinges were 
done in his name, titat so the honorable stile of a Idngly maiestie 
might be bruted amongst the people. As for the Dolphin, he 
was at that time in Poyctiera, who upon intelligence of hia fiather's 
death was in tninde partly sory and partly g^ : sory for the 
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death of his fiither, but gUdd that the government was so commed 

unto him, whereby being odTannced to the title of a king he con- 

ceared good hope of habilitie easily to defende the same: and 

therfore calling togethers the noble men and chiefe of his Action, 

? h"^ ^" ^® nameth himselfe king Charles the Seventh, and commaundeth 

Fraooe by edict that he should be generally so called ; and bo lifte up with 

ci^lei- mj assured confidence, once at the last to expell his enemies out 

of the countrey, he maketh preparation for wane with greater 

courage than before. There was forthwith even at the banning 

litle skirmishes made upon both parties, as occasion did serve, 

thone to invade the other upon the sodaine. But within a while 

after, when their armies were on eyther syde assembled, their 

deahnges was as in pmssaant warres moste hott and perillous ; for 

Charles saylyng (as the common saying is) with a prosperous 

vrinde, intermitting no deUye, wherby himself might casually be 

weakened and his enemie made stronger, gathered a great armie 

Mmiue, ■ within fewe dayes, taking on hande sodainly to beseige Meulane, a 

NomuiidT, towne in Normandie, situate upon Seyne, and wanne it forthwith, 

woDebjthe lulling ^ the Englishemen that were in garrison there, not one 

lefte alive ; which when the duke of Bedforde understoode, he sent 

to recover the towne Thomas Montacute carle of Salisbury, a man 

for hawtines of courage and valiancie rather to be compared with 

the auncient Romanes then with men of that age, and John 

Lucenberg, who was generall of the horsemen to the duke of 

Meolane Burgoigne, with a choice company of souldiers. They besieged 

|[|^^^^Q^g the towne, and, because Charles had lefte slender supply there, 

ofBedford. they wonne it by assault quickly, and upon the Prenche garrison 

used auche severitie, as that not one of all escaped. After which 

bappie exployte, the earie of Salesbury departed with part of his 

armie into Champaigne, whereof he was lieftenant, and within a 

Stdanam. fewe dayes after besieged Sens, a towite of Brye (which is all that 

part lying betweene the rivers of Seyne and Mame), and winneth 
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it by assault, killing all that were lefte for the tuition therof, and Sou wona 
amonges them Gwilliam Marine, their chiefe captfune. The ^^ito^tf 
Parisians in the meane time perceaving king Charles to increase 
in forces dayly, and conceaving hope thereupon that they should 
returne within a while under bis dominion, which was their 
greatest desire, to thintent that they should not be suspected unto 
thingUsbe partie of treason the meane while, untill that the matter 
should fall out according to their heartes desire, sent therfore 
ambassadours into England unto king Henry to require ayde; unto TIm ?■- 
whom, after great thankes geven for their dutifiilnea, aunswer was ^'^. 
made that they should continue their obedience and loyaltie to the ***^?'^ 
king; for there should neytber ayde nor succour want unto their mcoorc! 
citie, so that they would not be negligent in their owue behalfe, 
nor yeelde unto the enemy. 

Also in the very selfe same yere, which was the yere of our salva- 
tion 1423, and the first of king Henries reigne, Hum£rey duke ot^'fotttr 
Glocester maryed Jacobine princesse of Baviure, who bad been Glocettcr 
maried to John duke of Brabant as yet living; which matter ^n^"w 
made men greatly to mervaile, that the duke of Glooester would ths duke of 
needes, contrary to all law and right, mary another mans wife; '"s"'"'- 
but the duke of Glocester more esteemed the contract and manage 
of so riche a ladie then any admiration or rumour of people. Bat ^b refent 
John duke of Bedford, Phillip duke of Buigoigne, and John duke prinoa 
of Britane mett togethers at Amiens, and renewed the league?"*™^" 
amongst them, with these further couditions : That every one le^ne. 
should mutually ayde another, altogethers, defende king Henry 
by force of armes, and deliver him from all injurie. That league 
was confirmed with a new affinitie, for Joane sister to the Duke of The dake 
Buigoigne was placed in maiiage to the duke of Bedforde, who at ^^^.j^ ^^ 
that time was unmarted, whom he upon dissolution of that treatie ^ ^« "l 
tooke with him to Troys, and there did celebrate an honorable dtt«r. 
manage, from whence he returned to Paris. 
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In tilt memne time certatne cstuens there, who obeyed die 
A riot Uji Eoglishe govemmeiit against their willes, aeeing the duke of Bed- 
!°f*T^|^ ford so farre absent, detennined to reoeave king Charies into the 
to the towne, and, thinking that so profitable occasion was not to be 
slipped, they gare him intelligence of their practiae, and appoynted 
a day when he should repaire to the gates ; but their perillooa 
poUide prerayled not, but was to the destruction of the devisers 
thereof; for die duke of Bedfofde came the while, sooner then the 
conapiTstoars weened ; and being informed of the oonspiratae, did 
pnnishe them that were gilde of that offence. After that, conceav- 
ing thereby howe the citizens were affected, the duke tooke order 
with all diligence and carefulnes, for fortifying of the towne, dis- 
posing of watche and warde every where, prerenting the sabtilties 
of the Frenche, leaving nothing unprovided for on his owne be- 
balfe, reposing on their behalfe no confidence at all. While thia 
Cn Mrnu tt m. was a doing king Charles besieged Cravaunt, whither came forth- 
TJ" with the earle of Salesburye, and William Pole earle of Suffolke, 

men di>- ^d) four thousand souldiers, and joyning battaile, did kill, discom- 
mmStad at g^e, and chase the Frenchemen, whereof two thousand were slayne, 
and four hundred taken, amongst whom was the erle of Bowhan, 
Constable of Frsunce, who was soone raunsomed, and returned 
againe to the warres. After this fortunate soccesse, the earle of 
Salsbury understanding that the Frenche men had in the mesne 
if time certaine pyles in the territory of Laonnoys, did hasten thither, 
and with like good fortune reoovereth all the sayde holdes. On 
Om^ndio. thother aide, at the very same time, the townes of Compeigne and 
Ovith. Crotoy, wUch is in the countrey about Turwan, did yielde unto 
die Frenche men ; but the oomming thither of the Englishe was 
suche terror unto die garrisons there lefte, as they were quickly 
recovered also. While thia stirre was in Fraunce, the duke of 
Glocester having mustered for the making out of souldiers in 
Englande, sent ten thousand well furnished widi armoor and 
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weapon to the duke of Bedford iioto P&ris, who wen committed 
to the govemment of the carle of Salisbury, and of Robert Wil- 
loaghbie, a man of noble birth and great forecast, and of William 
Pole. Himselfe had in his retinewe a thousand eight hundred 10,000 wl. 
horsemen and eyght thousand footemen. With these forces the ^V*' 
dulce of Bedford, removing from Paris, marched into Normandie, BngiMul. 
to se if he could any where proToke Charles to any indifferent 
conflict; for, so longe as he was unvanquished, himselfe thought his 
owne affaires wonlde never be in very good case. But when bis 
enemy would no where discover himselfe, the duke besi^ed the 
most strong castle of Tvers, being upon the frontiers of Normandie. YTem be- 
There was within the same a great bande of choyse sooldiers, who ^J|J^ " 
defended themselves vahantly; but the duke casting a great 
trenche and rampire about the same, and assaulting it with mynes 
and engines, forced them to yeeld within fewe days after that it 
was first bq;oonn to be besi^ied. Charles at that time laye at 
Towres> who, being certified that Yvery was besieged, seemed not IVtomUm, 
to make great accompt of the matter ; but partly trusting to the 
naturall strength of the place, and partly to the force of the garri- 
son within the same, was busied onely abont the levying of en 
armie, whereby he might be able with equall force to encounter 
his enemie in open fielde. And therfore, when he had gathered a 
more large number, he sent the duke of Alanson to relieve the 
towne, commanding him that, if occasion did serve, he should not 
refuse the fight. The duke inarched forward with all speede, snd, 
perceaving before be did approche the place that the castle was 
yeelded, therfore cbaunging his purpose, he diverted to Vemoill, Tmutjlle 
wanne it by assault, and killed the most part of the Englishe garri- J!^^^ 
son; the which towne, being well fortified, was geven unto him by muciw. 
Charles, for that he had a good while before daymed the same to 
be pareell <rf his inheritanoe. After that the duke of Bedford had 
inteUigence hereof, he marched to Vemoill without delay, in good 
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MTBye of battaile, and in the same order came even to the very 
tentes of his enemies. The Frenche, somewhat appalled by reason 
of the sodaine anivall, tossed the matter amongst themselves what 
best were to doo. The most part were of minde to tarrye in their 
tentes till they might see what their enemies woidd take on hand ; 
for being well experienced that often-times before they had been 
vanquished, when as they joyned battaile with the Englishe men, 
they were loth to fight hand to hand ; but when they sawe their 
enemies armie approche nigher and nigher, taking to them hart of 
grace, with howling and rejoycing, as their maner is, they take 
wepon in hand, and set themselves in array before their tents. 
The battaile was begonn with shott, bat, when the shott ceased, 
they marched forward, and drawing their blades mutnally, ranne 
together with great cryes. The fight was forcible and continuall, 
and so throoghly muntained of both parties that harde was it to 
judge whither the victorie would incline. The slaughter was great 
on eyther partie, the stirre was equall, and the maner of fight like- 
wise. Where moste daonger was, there was every man with lively 
courage most readie to resist and repulse ; so the battaile con- 
tinued more then foure howres in equall balance. All this while 
the duke of Alanson rested not to pray and exhort his soldiers not 
to quule, nor to suffer their enemies, even now at the poynt of 
flight, to be conquerours. But the duke of Bedford was no lesse 
provident and painefull to go from place to place, to encourage bis 
souldiers to enforce the fight everye where ; who at the last per- 
ceaving the Frenchemen, being faint with labor and travaile, to be 
more feeble in fight then before (for such is the nature of the 
Frenche, that they are not able to abide a long battaile, that to 
make their enemies afraide, they will geve a prowde bragge readily, 
bJ^*'* but not accustomed to mainteyne the same out afterward), then, 
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first he caused them geave g;roande, and immediatly drove them 
headlong to the flight There vas killed in that battaile five 
thousand French men, whereof the chiefe -were therle of Boughsn, 
admirall of Fraunce, and John Steward^ a noble man of Scotland, Muj bo- 
who, as we have before mentioned, came to the ayde of Charles, ^JJ^^ 
and tenn Frenche noblemen more that were of government, and '^i" >" 
had charge. There were taken aboat two hundred, and unongst uoe. 
them John duke of Alanson ; hut the report Is, that there were 
killed and taken fifteen thousand. Of thengUsh partie there were 
wanting two thousand, partly horamen, partly footnaen. The 
Frenche men reeeaved this discomfiture in the yere of our salva- 
tion 1425, and the thirde of king Henries reigne. "**• 

The duke of Bedford, after thobtayning of so honorable and 
great victorie, inconltnent kneeled downe upon his knees, hold* 
ing up hia handes, and yeelded unto God immortall thankes for bo 
great a benefit«, and for a certaine space weeping for joy, he 
prayed devoutly, afterward ^vinge the Frenche men leave to 
depart he receaved againe Vemoilt, and, placing therein a garrison, VerDoille 
returned unto I^ris. But the earle of Salisbury went to besiege ^!^ 
Mountes, a most rich and stronge towne; the citizens whereof, Engiiih. 
although they were in great terror, both by reason of the sodeine J?f^'*^" 
approche of thenemie, and also of the name of Sahsbuiy, which wonna. 
was very famous, as well amongst his enemies as his owne people 
and countrimen, yet their care and preparation was great to de- 
fende themselves, insomuch that the towne was furnished within 
throughly with a multitude of most vahant souldiers. Thenghab 
earle placed his tentes as nere the towne as he possiblye might 
without annoyance of his people, and did so shake and batter the 
walles vith brazen peeces, which the Italians call bomhardes, the Tint 
use whereof (being begonn but in the yere of our Lorde God 1370,* Jj*j^^* 

• AU tlM Latin Editions of " Foljaon Vcrgila Hielotj." ud hia book " de lartn- "' 
toribu* RcruiD," uf , m.ccc.lxxx, — Gp. 

CAMD. SOC. C 
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as in the II"> booke of the- InTentours of thinges, the 11th 
chapter, is declared) was not so well knowen before that time to 
the Frenche men, that within fewe dayea a great part of the walles 
about the towne was beatt downe to the grounde. Upon the sight 
whereof thinbabitaunts of Mountes, wythout hope of reliefe which 
unto tliat day they had expected, having obtained leave for the 
garrison of souldiera there safely to depart, yeelded the Towne. 
St. SnuTiei And the same being strongly fortified and furnished with souldiers* 
** William earle of Suffolke was made captaine thereof, and the armie 

was conveyed to St. Susannes, a towne within the same region, of 
great renowme. One Ambrose Delore was captaine thereof, a 
notable and famous man of varre, and had there with him a great 
crewe of souldiera. After that the earle of Salesbury had well 
viewed the situation and nature of the place, he made all thinges 
ready to geve thassault at that part where the towne seemed to be 
least fortified ; ladders were laide too, and at the first showt and 
assault they attained almost to the topp of the walles, but the 
townesmen with the Frenche garrison^ who durst not issue out of 
the towne to skirmish with the enemy, begann then to make 
resistance, and repulsed the force in all that they might. The 
assault was continued that day and often afterward, with great 
bloudshed and slaughter on both sides ; but thinhabitantes were 
neverthelesse earnest in fight. As soone as the earle of Salesbury 
sawe and understoode howe that in such maner of bickering he 
could nothing prevsile, he withdrewe his souldiera into their tentes : 
and first environing the wall with trenche and diche, afterwarde 
gave commandement that such as had charge of the great shott 
shoulde laye their ordinance to the weakest places, and so day and 
night batter the wail ; which was done without delay, so that within 
fewe dayes there were made large breaches therein; wherwithall 
I'm"^' Delore was put in terror, so that he yeelded th;. towne, paying for 
takeoe. the safe passage away of him and his, two thousand crownes, which 
was to depart without armor, every man with one onely garment. 
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After that, th« earle of Salesbury tooke the caatle of Maion, and Metu, 
divers other townes, partly by force, partly by composition. In ^^^ 
the meane time the fame of this geere was spread over all Fraunce, Chron. 
by reason whereof some were stricken in feare, some in heavines ; joUei. 
but in England, upon the receit of letters of victory, which the 
duke of Bedford sent very often, all men did leape for joye, that 
their goremors in warre and captaines had vanquished in plaine 
field, and had gotten so many townes at once ; wherefore the lordes 
of the counsaile tooke order with Henry Chicheley, archbishop of Pabiicke 
Canterbury, that he should appoint pubhke prayers to he made J,"J*'^ 
forthwith, whereby it might appere that they did rather ascribe throwe 
those victories to God then to their owne forces. During that fo^th" 
time also, king Charles, having receaved so many discommodities s°^ '^- 
altogethers, thought not to omitt any care necessary as towching pnaee. 
his owne afiaires, but gathered newe supplye of soldiers on every 
ude, and principally demaunded ayde of James king of Scottes, 
which he did not only not denye, but immediately sent Robert The Kiogo 
PatiUok, a bolde and hardie gentleman, with a company of valiant jo^q^ 
sonldiers, to joyne with Archebold, although that the duke of J**^^' 
Glocester, governor of England, did repine much therat, and 
dealt with king James hy ambassadours, that he would not take 
on hande to doo contrary to the league which he had made a little 
before with king Henry: but frendshipp prev^led more then 
justice with the Scottish king. 

Whilest that the English affaires had prosperous successe inTbeduka 
Fraunce, the duke of Glocester and Jacobine his wife passed the J^*^,""" 
seas, and tooke from John duke of Brabant Mounts, the most Maanti ia 
famous citie in all Henault, and all other possessions whatsoever r^l'or'b^ 
the sud John helde, as in the right of his wife Jacobine, which *^<' 
dealing the duke of Buigoigne Phillip, who was a patrone of the 
duke of Brabantes cause, tooke in eviU part : and not mistrusting 
but that the duke of Glocester would, for the old good-will and 
frendsbipp betwixt them twoo, yeelde to that which was for his 
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honor. He therefore dealt with the duke by letters, admonufaing 
him to leave oflF that wicked enterprise, affirming openly, that it 
was as dishonorable an offence to enter upon and bolde another 
mans possessions, as to pollute another mans bedd. But the duke 
of Gloccster was so farre from giving eare to the wholsome 
councell of his frende, as, whether it were that ho were blinded 
with love or with covetousness, he boasted that he would defend 
with armes tlie possession of those places which he had taken from 
the duke of Brabant. Who when as he was within short time after 
called Bgaine into England of necessitie, about divers w^htie 
afiaires, left the said Jacobine in Henault with a great number of 
souldiers, to defend her owne possessions agunst the duke of Bra- 
bant But after the duke of Glocester was departed, then loe, the 
duke of Brabant made warre against the woman, wherewithal!, 
when they were both well wearied, the matter was at the last de- 
ferred to Martin the Vtfa, bisshop of Rome. As soone as he had 
The bishop examined the cause, he gave sentence, as concerning the manage 
of Rome with the duke of Brabant, and by his authoritie denounced the 
tcDce * contract betwixt Jacobine and the duke of Glocester utterly voyde. 
■galDBtthe ^nd tjjg matter so ended, Jacobine did sticke unto her former 
the duke at husband, and that not altogethers against the will of the duke of 
wid^"' Glocester, as whom right and reason had ruled, and the impor- 
wjCe. tunacie of the woman had begoon alreadie above measure to make 
wearie. 

During this time, Edmond duke of Somerset, who was li^te- 
naunt of Normandie, repaired St. James Towne, which had been 
rased long time before, adjoyning upon the Britan^ and fortified 
it with a strong garrison. This Edmund succeeded in that earldome 
unto his brother John the first duke of Somerset, who dyiog tefle 
behinde him one onely daughter called Margaret, who (as shalbe 
spoken of otherwhere) brought forth unto Edmund, erle of Rich- 
monde, king Henry the Seventh, and John the first earle begott 
the saide second John and Edmond his brother, which first «arle 
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. (as we have before dedared), Richard the Second made marquise 
Dorsett, because he issued horn John duke of Lancaster, bia uncle, 
begotten of Catherine his third wife. Hereof I thought good to 
geve warning, that the saide Margarete bad no wronge, though she 
succeeded not John her &ther in the earldome of Somersett ; for, 
by reason of an aundent custome in England, dukes and earles 
have their titles of dignitie of the counties, within the which 
oftentimes they have no possessions nor patrimonie ; but their 
revenue consisteth of lands and possessions which they have other- 
where ; wherefore, it maketh title matter who succeede in those 
titles, which the Kinges maiestie at bis pleasure bestoweth as he 
list upon them whom he maketh dukes or earles, as before in the 
19th booke I have explaned. But we have digressed sufficiently. 
While that the fortune of warre was in this sort variable, the duke 
of Britaine, remembring bowe that in times past the Englishmen 
hadgeven attempt to gaine soreraigntie in the earldome of Britany, 
and fearing presently that when the Frenche should be conquered 
they would cast an eye to his earldome, determining with himselfe 
to drive away and remove the contagion of such disease imminent, 
aff he untruly suspected, revolted unto king Charles, whom that 
matter much encouraged, being for the evill successe of late 
attemptes in some terror. Wherefore, for the duke's cause, he made 
bis brother Artbure, whom the state of England hod created earle Aithnra, 
of Richmonde, who also presentlye with his brother had revolted, J"^ e^qJ? 
admirall of Fraunce : which charge the earle of Boughan of late Britaay 
had, who was killed at the hattaUe of VeraoUe. The duke bved ^h^ooa' 
not loQge after, and lefte behinde him three sonnes, Fraunces, 
Peter, and Qyles : Fraunces succeeded bis father; but I will retume 
to Arthur. He by reason of his newe office, desirous of renowne, 
thought he should doo very acceptable service to the French King 
if he might winne the towne of St. James, and cast out the English g^, j.^^ 
garrison ; wherefore, gathering togethere almoste twentie thousand ^ Beneon. 
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men, he beai^ed the towne, and b«^n to assault it coangionsty. 
The EngliBhmeD suspecting no such matter, were troubled with 
this sodaine attempt, and did hardly defend the gates : but by litle 
and litle taking heart of grace, and consulting tc^ether, they b^ann 
to make resistance ; and in the meane time, part issuing out at the 
castle gate, which is towarde the walles, and part sallying out c^ 
the towne otherwhere, made head, and gave diarge upon thenemy 
before and behinde. Then the Frenchemen disordered with this 
Bodaine alarme, being out of hope that it was preignable by assanlt* 
some ranne away, some were killed, and some drowned in a lake 
or diche nigh unto the town. And so Arthure, omitting the s^ge, 
returned to the campe which was hude by, whether also many of 
his company had before withdrawen themselves out of the chase. 
The night folowing the Frenchmen were in great chafe for evill 
handling of this matter, every one putting the blame thereof to 
other (for the state of wanes is such, that in victorie cowardes will 
boast and bragg, but upon a discomfiture the very best souldiers 
shalbe burdened with dishonor), so that a mutinewe rose sodainly 
thereof, and every man forsooke the campe and departed^ though 
that Arthure did earnestly require the contrary, especially because 
they should leave their ordinaunce unto thenemy. But Arthure, 
very sorowfull that so great an attempt should &11 out so evill, 
thinking by some valiant exploit to put away the dishonor of that 
ahamefuU flight, marched from thence with all speede into Angeow, 
and every where as he went wasted, destroyed, apoyled, aod tooke 
one or two townes, with which furious fact all the rage was sodunly 
Tlie dnka App^ased. About the same time the duke of Bedford departed 
or Bedford into England, partly to remove certaine privie grudges from 
1^^^. amongst the noble men proceeding upon envy, which were fitt to 
I'd'- be speedily layde apart, partly to levie a newe supplye of aouldiers. 

Soone after his arrivall he called the Councell togethers, and, when 
the differences amongst the nobilitie was throughly examined. 
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those vho were found to be in hnlt, were by just desert, and by 
most honorable assent of the whole horde, rebuked that they should 
in the time of forreyne warres, for revenge of private injuries, 
slirre the people at home to sedition and uprores ; at which time, 
most principally of all other, it was every mans part to upholds 
unitie of minde and concorde. He after exhorted ttiem to defend 
with all their devoire the dignitie and high reputation of king 
Henry> under whose fortunate government at that time all Fraunce ' 
was in a maner subdued to the English empire ; whose wordes so 
moved the noble men which mutually hated one another, that by [ 
and by t^ey agreed, and by authoritie of parliament a great levie 
of men was appoynted to be made ; which matters brought to pass 
according to his desire, and the state of the common wealth re- 
formed, as the matter and time required, the duke returned into 
Fraunce with as much celeritie almoate as he came from thence, 
accompanied with a multitude of choyse souldiers, whereof he 
made chiefe captaine John lord Talbot, a man amongst men of Jobn ho. 
reputation in deede esteemed both for nobilitie of birth and '''*""}^' 
haultines of courage, of most honorable and high renowne, who Vniuice. 
was afterward conqueror in so many sundry conflictes, that both 
his name was redowted above all others through Fraunce, and yet 
contineweth of famous memory universally at this day. There 
folowed the duke, Henry, both bisshopp of Winchester and car- 
dinal! of St. Eusebius, sonne to John duke of Lancaster by his 
thirde wife, called, by reason of the place where he was bom, 
Beauforde, a man of great providence and sufficiencie, who moat of 
all other siq)ported the English affiures, being often in distrease, 
with couDcell and treasure. The duke of Bedford, a little after his 
return into Fraunce, had intelligence by espials, that Montai^, 
which is a towne within the territory of Orliance, was without gar- 
rison, insomuch that it might easily be surprised : whereupon he 
sent thither part of the retinew which was at I^ris, and the whole 
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supply which he had hrought out of England under the gorernment 
of Richarde earle of Warwicke, who tooke as great joumeya as he 
possibly might nntill he came to the towne : but, understanding 
that the same was furnished with men more strongly than the re- 
port had been, would not assault it, but, encamping Iiimselfe nigh 
thereto, besieged it rounde about. These doeings came quickly, 
what by common report, what by messages, unto the eare of Ar- 
tbure, admirall of Praunce, who perceaving the matter to require 
diligence, and that himself could not at that time reliere the towne, 
sent forthwith Stephen Hyre, a Frenche knight, with most part of 
his armie, to ruse the siege. After that the saide Frenche men 
were come thither, they, trusting to their multitude, wherein they 
did muche exceede, set upon their enemies campe, uid breakbg 
the trenches thereof after great slaughter, put the English men to 
flight. I finde written of some authours that there was 1500 
English men either killed with the sword, or drowned in the next 
riTer that runneth into Yon, the bridge which was over the same 
being broken with the swey of people that thronged over the same. 
But at that time it seemed there couM not happen to the Frencbe 
partie anye thing so joyfull, which was not intermingled some 
other way with heavines : for at the very selfsame season Nicholas 
Borilaa, Browgh, sent by the duke of Somersett to annoy thenemy within 
Browg^ the boundes of Britfun£, (who, as we have a litle before shewed, 
rcTolti had yeelded themselves to the amitie of the Frenche,) departed, 
jrtncU.* sending out his horsmen all abroade, by whom the forrow was so 
manteyned every waye, without resistance, as that all villages and 
baildinges every where were burned, great bootie was driven from 
all places, townes of small strength were taken, and the inhabitantes 
of the same eyther killed or ledd away captive to be raunsomed. 
The saide boundes being in this sort wasted and destroyed, Ni- 
cholas retyred unto the armie in Normandie with huge bootie, and 
without any wounde receaved by himselfe, or any of his retinewe. 
* Such is Che tide note. — Ed. 
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This discomfiture of their confedentes did somewhat appall and 
diminish the loftines of the Frencbe, not without cause, being 
otherwise verye baultie for the late victorie, whom on thother side, 
agsine, the retume of John duke of Alanson did greatly encourage : 
for he, bung taken the yere before at the battule of VemoiUe, was 
let home out of England about the same time, paying for his 
raunsome a hundred thousand crownes. 

While tliat these thinges were done otherwhere, thinbabitantes 
of Mayne were solicited to revolt, for the chiefe men in the citie, Hitd* wi 
who long beforegrudged at the government of thenglish nation, when J^ll^JJ^J 
they understoode that the Brituns refusing the amitie of England by treuoi 
had submitted themselves to the protection of king Charles, sup- P"""- 
posing that his side would shortly prevaile, resolved to receave the 
Freiiche men into tlie towne. And having devised the mean and 
tim^ howe and when to execute their intent, they discovered by 
moste secret oiessengers thur privie conspirade unto the chiefe 
captunes of the Frencbe armie, lying in campe not farre off, who, 
upon so good oportunitie gotten, commended greatly the citizens, 
and promised to be readie in time, laboring them, neverthelesse, 
with all faire speecbe and promise of rewarde to hasten diligently 
the performance of that which they had determined. When the 
day came, the Frenche captalnes drew nigh secretly in the night, 
and, geving signe of their arrivall by a blase of fire, approached the 
towne. The watch of the citie which was upon the walles, awaiting 
their comming, espied the fire afarre off, and gave the same signe 
againe : then was the fire put out on both parlies, and the Frenche 
men presently proceeded to the gate. The conspiratours within 
came also sodenly unto the gates ; they killed the watch sleeping 
in their beddes, and opened the gate. The Frenche men entered 
with th^ footmen, commanding their horsemen to stay, that, as 
occasion should require, they might have the field open freely to 
ride at their pleasure : then tiiey let goe th«r souldiers every where 
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to kill thenglish men. The stirre and nope was such, as in a 
towne sacked is accustomed ; but what the matter meant, not one 
tnaa did certainly conceave, except only a fewe that were of the 
conspiracie ; the rest of the citizens beleeved that the English men 
were risen up to aacke and spoyle the towne : the English, againe, 
thought that the sedition was by meane of some treason wrought 
Tha rariB by the townsmen, William earle of Suffolke, lieutenant of the 
^te to'tiTe P'**'*' awaked with the first tumult, after that he understoode by 
Lo. Tiibot the crye of his people, who being absent that night by cbaunce 
'' •• from their warde, were killed every where through the towne, 
that the Frenche men were lett in, fled quickly, with the garrison 
which he bad, into the castle, which is situate at the gate called 
commonly the gate of St. Vincent, and from thence sent speedie 
messengers unto John lord Talbot, who lay at Alamon, with 
letters, to demaund and earnestly praye him of reliefe. The lord 
Talbot, after he had read the letters, repaired thither with an 
armie of light harnessed men well appoynted, sendinge worde be- 
fore to the lieftenant that he would come to relieve him by and by, 
and praying them all not to be dismayed. In the meane rime the 
Frenche men rove like rulers in the towne thus taken, and fearing 
nothing, became so ydle and carelesse, aa though there were no 
daunger imminent from thenemy : for they fell to refresshing of 
themselves after their great travaile susteyned, and thought they 
had the Englishmen so shutt up in that turret whereinto they 
were fiedd, that they would not possibly attempt any warlike prac- 
tise, but would incontinent treate for the saferie of their lives. 
Howbeit, the lord Talbot tooke great journeys, and was forthwith 
at hande, who being receaved of his countrymen in at the gate 
M*Tiw li which they did enjoy, entred the towne, and even as they looked 
■udoTbT ^°^' ^° '''^y founde all thinges without order or care, as in pros- 
thsLo.Td- peritie is accustomed j no warders before the gates, and the same 
wide open ; the vanquisher roving, and onely rejoycing for the 
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libertie of the dtie, and slaughter of the enemy. By that occa- 
sion was the town taken ngaine of the Englishmen. Thus were 
the French conquerours killed every where, and had not so 
much leysure, as eyther to assemble togethers, or yet to arme 
themselves ; wherefore every man, for safetie, fledd to the gates, but 
finding them kept by thenemy, they were sodenly in despaire to be 
saved by flight, and therefore begann then to crye for mercie ; 
whereupon the lord Talbot proclaymed, that every man should 
disanne himselfe, and that the unarmed should be forborne, and 
the armed onely killed. So the Frenchmen conceaving hope of 
life, cast away their weapons, and yeelded to their enemy : part of 
them were killed, and part committed ; which exploit having taken 
fortunate effect, the lorde Talbot departed to Ponthoyse, and took Ponthorta 
it. But earle WiDiam, the lieftenant, made inquirie upon the con- ^^'^^ 
spiracie of thinhabitantes of Mayne, and punished such as were Tdbou 
founde to be principalis therein. 

Seing that the English affaires had at that tame such prosperous 
soccesse, Thomas Montacute conceaved advisedly good hope to 
winne Orleaunce. That is a most mightie citie, which of olde 
time was called Geneve, scitoate upon tlie river of Seyne, in that Oaubum. 
part of die countrie which some^me was termed the Gawle Celtyk. be«eeg^ 
But because the scituation of the place was naturally of passing **l^^' 
strength, he thought good to conferre thereupon with others, bnrje. 
though himselfe were thonely man by whose prowesse tbenglisb 
nation was universally much more terrible to the French men, 
uppon whom the whole state of the common wealth of England 
did depende, as appered plainly afterward when he was dead : 
and therefore might have ordeyned and done many thinges after 
his owne fantasie, for he was a man alwaye of most ready witt 
and mature judgement, valiant to enterprise great matters, and in 
greatest daunger pollitike ; neyther body nor minde would ever 
yeeld to punfulnes nor travule ; by reason whereof there was none 
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in whom the men of vnrre had more confidence, nor ander vhom 
they durst so veil attempt any daangeroas exployte. Wherefore, 
after that dehberation had bene a pretie apace of so veightie a 
cause, though the matter was thought hard, and of most great 
difficultie, yet for becaase he, measuring the same according to the 
havtines and forces of his minde and body, thought it but eane to 
be atchiered ; all men, therefore, did alowe his opinion ; wherefore 
thearle, full of good hope and courage, having provided all thingea 
needful! for the besi^ng of the towiie, accompanied with William 
earl of Suffolke and Uie lord Talbot, conducted his armie towardes 
Orleance, and encamped himselfe not past a mile from the same : 
then he drewe neere and viewed the site therof, the walles, and 
what part seemed strongest with wall, water, or warrier, wbidi 
when he had perfectly viewed, seing no sonldiers abrode without 
the gates, he approched even to the walles. Here he tooke coun- 
sell upon the natural! situation of the place ; for there was a bridge 
upon the citie of Leyre, whereby victuals were continually brought 
out of the countrie into the towne ; there were also certaine other 
lesser townes not farre off, standing upon the water side, which 
also reheved the towne with necessaries. These did he first bring 
in subjection, and fortified with garrison. In like tnuier also he 
caused the bridge to be kept with watch and warde : moreover, he 
erected in longe circuit about, certaine fortresses, furnishing them 
with men and artillerie j afterward, derivining a trenche from fort 
to fort, he environed the towne, and planting his ordnance in con- 
venient place, beganne to annoy the same. On thother side, those 
of Orleannce, a htle before the comming of the enemy, prepared 
all thinges necessary for their defence ; they burned the suburbes 
of the towne, they spoyled the countrey rounde about of all kinde 
of victuals and forrage, gathering the same into the towne. And 
when they saw their enemies to have compassed the towne, then 
they planted ordinance against ordinance, they made rampires and 
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countermures all alongst within, leaat by reason of any breache 
that might happen to be made in the valles, the Englishmen might 
enter ; they also prepared number of men sufiSdent to defende the 
walles, vhereof they made captaine Stephan Hyre, and John the 
bastard sonne of Charles their duke, taken a fewe yeres before at 
Ae battaile of Agincourt, and as yet remayning prisoner in £ng- 
lond. And so the English earle approched the walles, and begann 
to gere thereunto very sharpe assault. There was dayly skir- 
mishing by reason of the citizens sallying sometime out of the 
towne, otherwhile fighting from their bulwarkes and towres of de- 
fence ; but the Englishmen so placed their archers, whereof the 
number was great, that right many of the towne were wounded^ 
and the terror of that shott was great. While this adoe was of 
eyther side, king Charles sent Liewes duke of Burbon to ayde 
them of Orleaunce with an armie of men well appoynted ; he 
hearing by the way, that certaine bondes of English sonldiers 
should bring from Paris into the campe great store of victualla, de- 
termined to set upon them unwares, and chaunging his purposed 
journey, marched towardes them : John Fastolf, captaine of the 
scud companies, had intelligence of his comming, by meane of scnr- 
ryers, and forthwith caused the cariage to stay, araying his men in 
order rounde about the same. That done, he sent forth his horse- 
men, and receaved the chai^ of thenemy approadiing with aach 
courage and withal made such slaughter, as that the fiurbonian 
retired of his owne accorde, with the losse of more than two hun- 
dred of his men ; who proceeding to Orleaunce, got harde entrance j^^ ^g^, 
with a very fewe. But John Fastolfe, marching at ease, came unto °' Borbon 
the campe with the sud victuals, voyde of all hinderance or lett. Orieutce. 
The newes thereof brought by messengers into England, made 
there a doable joye : for at the same time, which was about the 
eyght ides of November, Henry being but a cfailde of eyght yeres 
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H^J^ age, was with great solemnitJe after the atincient cuatome crowned. 
King in which was the yere of our salvation 1429. 

i^sm"'*' 'J^os the siege of Orleance continued the more part of winter, 
with great perill, many woundes, and much slaughter : for the 
Englishmen, in cruell assaultes, did every where eytber kill or 
wounde many of their enemies. Againe, the towne valiantly de- 
fending, requited them the like ; when, as in the meane space, the 
Tbe E.<« chaunce was, that the earle of Salisbury, loth to tarry longer, and 
,]^ j7° desirous to winne the towne, one day early before sonnrise, b^an 
■ windove. to viewe the same againe more earnestly then he was wont, out at • 
certaine windowe of buildings which he had in an high place, to 
thintent he might eapye where to geve commodiously a newe a^ 
sauU ; which he tliought mightily to assay as one inflamed with 
desire eytber to winne the towne by force, or to cause it yeelde. 
While Uiat he was busied in this order, and by the space of 60 
days did vehemently annoy the citizens, behold even sodenly 
eytber an yron or stone pellett, shott out of a brasen peece with 
great force right against the place where he stoode, did strike 
and breake thone side of the windowe, and drove certune ahilvers 
thereof into his face, wherewitball he was so wounded as that he 
All*, i. Ik dyed thereof two dayes after. He lefte one Alia, his onely daugh- 
^'irffij''" '*'"' '^T '•''* '''™ ™ conditions, vertue, and honor, whom, as we 
biiiy, shall hereafter shewe, one Richard Nevill took to wife. But howe 

Uc^&ni'^ great losse the common wealth sustained through his untimely 
Nerilk. death appered evidently incontinent. Truely from that day forth 
the English forrain affaires beganne to quaile ; which infirmitie 
though the English nation, as a most sounde and strong body, did 
not feele at the first, yet afterward they suffered it as a pestilence 
and sicknes inwardly, by litle and litle decaying the strength : for 
immediatly after his death the fortune of warre altered, as here- 
after shalbe declared in place convenient ; wherefore the death of 
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the earle was much lamented of all the captainea in genendl, who, 
nevertfaelesse, after that they had performed all thinges for his 
buriall, munteined the siege and sought to atchieve that which 
the earie of Salesbury had in mind determined, which was, hj what 
meane they might eyther take the towne by force, or, at the least, 
compell the citizens to yeelde. William Nevill, a valiant and expert 
man of warre, was principally carefull and punfull in this matter : 
he did continually annoy the enemy, and caused his souldiers more 
diligently to keepe watch in the night, to m&inteyne fight on 
the day, exhorting, fighting, and bearing out all disadvauntage 
with great magnanimitie. Neyther did the residue of captaines 
omitt any thing which they thought meete for subduing of the 
towne. By which meanes finally it came to passe, that diose of 
Orleance, almost despuniig of reliefe, began to consult amongst 
themselves concerning the gering up of the towne. After that 
severall opinions were uttered touching the avoiding of that 
daunger, many did accompt and esteem it as a most high dishonor, 
and SB erill as the utter desbrnction of the towne, to submitt 
themselves to tiienglisb men, cool frendes to the French nation : 
on thother partie, they feared the victory of thenemy, for that 
thereupon are wont to proceede both many mischiefes, and some- 
time indeede very tyranny, wherefore they supposed, that it was 
as well the part of unwise men not to beware hereof, as the con- 
senting or yeelding to abide thother was to be attributed to a ser- 
vile inclination. But when they sawe the matter brought in great 
distresse, both to avoide slaunder and miserable fate, they ad- 
judged one thing most fitt for their purpose, and that was to sub- 
mitt themselves, and all that they had, under the protection of 
Philip duke of Burgoigne, because he was descended from the 
most auncient stocke of the lunges of Fraunce, and for that, as 
every man had conceayed opinion, the matter would so fall out in 
the ende, that he would once at the last forsake the English amitie. 
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This resolution being allowed, and the duke of Bnrgoignes miode 

herein by secret messengers knowen (which was that he would hr- 

fourably receare them, so that tlie duke of Bedford should like 

thereof) they sent ambassadours to the duke at Paris ; who, after 

their ambassage heard, called the councell togethers, and declared 

what condicions of peace they of Orleance did offer. Some thought 

g^^Qri, ^^ yeelding upon those condunons was to be admitted, to thende 

with ccMidi- that so great and ricbe a dtie might by thia meane be withdrawen 

Mbmis. from the purtie of king Charles. But the duke of Bedford, and 

*'^- the better part of councellours thought it would be a fonle, peril- 

lous, and detestable exMnple, if a towne so longe besi^ed, and 

iiowe almost taken for and in &e name of king Henry, should 

finally come under the subjection of any others than the king 

himselfe: for truelye, others would readily folowe thtar example 

of Orleance, and therefore such conditions were not to be graunted 

unto. This sentence tooke place, end Uiambassadours were aun- 

swered, that the warres were kept for king Henry : and likewise 

ThBimbw- ^^ victory ou^t to be his. With this aunswere the duke dis- 

■uiorac missed thamhassadors : but upon litle occasion commeth often 

^^^ great alteration, for two mischiefes fell out thereupon. First 

the duke of Burgoigne, angry in minde, supposed that the En- 

^ish men did envy his renowme, and therefore even then begonn 

to be evill affected towardes them. Secondly, the Englishmen 

were forced afterward to leave the si^;e. 

While that those of Orleance treate by ambassadours with 

OriuncB thenemye for peace, king Charles gathereth forces on every aide, 

ititii rictn. &i>d with faire promises seeketh to alienate the nobilitie of Fraunce 

^^^^" from the amitje of England. Also he carefully prepareth victuals 

awMMD. which he mij^t send to the besieged Orleances, at which time 

there was brought unto him a cetaine damosell of thage of twentie 

yeres, or thereaboutea, a damosell so called for that she had pre- 

senryd her virginitie, who waa endowed both with singuler witl^ 
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and could also fore§hewe thinges to come ; who, when she came 
before the king, b^ng apparailed as then after the common sort 
of other men, because she would not be knowen, is reported to 
hare saluted him sa foloweth : " O King, be of good cheere, and 
feare not, for you shall overcome your enemies, and that by the 
conduct of me, and shall at the last restore yoor countrey to 
thaonceient libertie, if that you shall not thinke it unworthie for 
yonr kingly maiestie to use the helpe of a woman." King Charles, 
who greatly feared bis afflicted state, gave credit readily unto her 
speeche, and conceaved very good hope, as one persuaded that the 
(bimosell had receaved some inwarde revelation from God, and the 
rather because she had saluted him by the name of King, when be 
was not apparailed as a king. But there was another matter also, 
which caused his hope: for the damosell demanded a sworde, 
which, as she saide, was revealed unto her to hange in the church 
of St. Catherine at Towres, amongst thauncient offeringes there; 
whereat king Charles mervailing, made searche for the sworde, 
and, finding it, caused the same to be brought to the damosell, and 
the rather to make proufe of hir vertue then that he had great 
confidence of any notable exploit to be atchieved by a woman, he 
committed to her in charge a bande of souldiers, and part of the 
victuals, wherewith she might go to relieve the towne. The 
damosell, so armed, led, as captaine, all that company to Orleance, 
and whether it were that she deceaved the watch, or that she 
went invisible by divine power, so it was, that in the dead of the 
night, she passed through the middest of her enemies into the 
towne, and brought in the victuals without hurt of her people. In 
the meane time, the Englishmen, assuring themselves that the 
citizens were not able long to abide the siege for want of come, 
did not presse them so earnestly as before, and were more n^li- 
gent in their watch ; but when they knew that Joane, a damosell, 
had conveyed in victuall, thoi^h they had in contempt the 
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woman who was become a sonldier, yet in great rage, for the 
reliefe which was sent, they determined much more sharply to 
assault thenemy; and therfore the captainea exhorting tiieir 
BouldierB, once at the last, after so great toyle, to receave the fruit 
of victory, promised great rewarde to them that first should scale 
the walles. After proclamation wherof, sodenlye they flye from 
all partes unto the wall, they fill it full, conteoding both with shott 
of all sortes, and also with weapons, to ezpell thenemy from de- 
fence thereof, continuing thassault in that order without intermis- 
sion. Although thenemiea were throughly afiearde of this newe 
affray, yet they were not slacke in their owne cause, nor utterly 
discouraged, for John the bastard signified to king Charles by 
poste, howe the citie waa in great distresse for lacke of come, and 
that thenemy was so eamest upon them, as no man's force was 
able to withstande; wherefore the matter was in such extreme 
daunger as ear longe it would hardly fall well out ; howbeit, to pre- 
vent the chaunce thereof, rested in his diligence and ayde. These 
thinges knowen, king Charles sent with all haste possible both 
supplye of men and plentie of victuall, which French force was 
conducted to Orleance, and incamped welnigh two miles from the 
towne. From thence they gave intelligence to the damosell at 
Orleance of their comming ; they admonished and required her to 
choose out a company of trayned souldiera, to meete them the 
next day, and to procure their safe entrance into the towne, which 
after the Englishmen had permitted them to doo, who supposed it 
should be for th^ owne availe to suffer many enter into the 
towne, wherein famine did reigne alreadie, the Frenchemen all at 
once issued the day folowing out of the citie thicke and threefolde, 
and so set upon the next fortresse with might and maine continu- 
ally, that, after great slaughter on both parties, they tooke and 
burned the same. Then with greater courage they assault another 
much bigger. Here, because the force <^ the defendantes was 
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well great, the fight was more vehement. The Frenche, who did 
exceed in number, environing it round about, gave eger assault on 
every side. The English for defect of fortification, which beganne 
nowe to be broken, were in distrease every way, and hardly able 
to holde out, neyther yet the very lorde Talbot, who was not farre 
off, and helde the thirdo fortrease, was able to relieve them in this 
extrcmitie of conflict, being afeard, least by his absence that fort 
also, whereof he was captaine, might be lost; wherefore the 
English men, pressed a good while with all these difficulties, at the 
last were driven from ^eir place ; and yet araying themBelves in 
forme of a triangle, sodenly they withdrewe to the lorde Talbot in 
the thirde bastile. The lorde Talbot without delaye sallyed foorth 
against the multitude with a number of sooldiers well appoynted, 
and putting his enemies in great terror he both comforted his 
owne folkes, dehvering them from feare, and repressed thenemy, 
insomuch as that they retyryd hastily within the walles. The 
Englishmen made the lesse slaughter, because the bastile, wherein 
they receaved the first brunt of thassailantes, was not stronge. 
Not long after,' the lorde Talbot called the counsell togethers, and 
declared to them very many causes for the which he thought that 
the siege of a towne so long assaulted, and, as it were, by divine 
providence defended, was eyther to be utterly forsaken, or to 
another time to be referred, when as they might with better lucke 
geve newe attempt, least otherwise they should consume the time 
wherein ; when winter was ended, they might proceede to warres 
more necessary. This opinion was allowed generally of all men, 
not so much for liking as for necessitie ; and so, upon signe geven 
to remove, they witfadrewe to Magdune. Upon whose departure 
those of Orleance were sodenly replenished with all joy and mutu- 
•U gladnes, for that diey had escaped so great daonger. Wherefore, 
referring the benefite thereof to God, publique prayer was ap- 
poynted for sundry dayes togethers, they gave prayse to him in all 
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holy churchea, beseeching him of nDiTersall victorie. Here traly 

we may see that he sometimes getteth to litle who coveteth too 

much. Indeede thenglish men might have overcommed; but 

esteeming the yeelding of Orleance greatiy to their dishonour^ if it 

had been made in other sort than they demaunded, they n^lef^ted 

The ate^ the Tictorye, as though it had been theirs alreadie ; but afterwarde, 

f^^^ they were so brre from gayning of the towne, as that meere neces- 

OrlMnne. sitie made them desist from their enterprise. Bat the Frenche tri- 

umphantly rejoysing for the repulse of thenemy, determined in no 

part to omitt that good oportunitie of dealing in their owne cause, 

and therefore, forthwith they made rodea through all the territory 

of Orleance, to thintent they might recover againe such townea as 

Gaiynn. thenemy held with garrison : First, they went to Jargeauz, and 

within fewe dayea tooke it, killing there more then two hundred 

Enghshmen, and taking fortie prisoners ; howbeit, of their owne 

retinewe were wanting also three hundred. 

But the lorde Talbot, whom we have before mendoned, anone 
upon his breaking up of the si^e of Orleance to have gone to 
Magdune, after that he had fortified the towne with garrison^ 
marched to Lavalle, where he pight his tentes harde by the wall, 
and having well viewed the scituation of the place, with great ex- 
hortation to his souldiers, so fiercely assaulted the same, as that 
MagdnDs three days after his arrivall there he tooke bothe the towne and 
ihe'lo. ^ castle; but the townesmen, whose froward obstinade was deemed 
Tribot. woorthy of smart, he punished severely. The IVenche men, on 
thother side, after the recovery of Jargeanx, marched with all their 
forces, under the conduct of the damosell aforesaide, unto Magdane, 
and incamped under the wallj which thing once knowen, the lord 
Talbot, and John Fastolfe, iritb an armie well appoynted, made 
haste thither to relieve their frendes ; whereof, after that Aitbure 
constable of Fraunce had intelligence by espials, he without more 
adoe, calling to him the damosel), and John duke of A^son> 
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marching fonrard with all force, to stopp their passage, pight his 
tentes at Patay, a towne unto the vhidi he thought his enemies 
would repure, and placed bis horsmen in order of hattaile before 
bis tentes, to geve charge upon thenemy approcbing, and to geve 
the first onset, while thenglisb men marched forwarde in their 
voyage, espying a forre off the cavallery of Fraunce, they suspected 
some traine to be made for them, which was to be avoyded ; wber- 
fore they stay, and commande their footmen to empale themselves 
round about with stakes, after their accustomed maner ; but the 
cavallery of Fraunce came upon them with so great speede, as 
having no leysore to put themselves in readines to fight, they were 
forced to fight a field with horsmen. In this place, when as the 
conflict had continued more than three houres, thenglisb horsmen, 
oppressed with multitude, were put to flight. But the footmen, 
having spent almosto all their arrowea, marched forth close toge- 
thers, with their swordes drawen, and by helpe of some part of ibe 
horsmen, came safe to Magdune. At the first encounter was Qreat 
killed about a thousand Englishmen, a hundreth were taken, ^g^^^Q.^ 
amongst whom was John lorde Talbot. Of the Frenche partie BngUib, 
were slaine more then six hundred souldiers. But after it was i^_ Ttibot 
spred abrode through Fraunce that the lorde Talbot was taken, by '^«"- 
and by every man had opinion that thenglisb parde was the 
weaker, insomuch that many townes at one instant revolted to the Mkuj 
Frenche, for all men generally were ravished with flagrant desire ^'"J!gj 
to recover libertie. Then, finally, they hoped for good lucke,then rrom ibo 
had they confidence that God would deliver from troubles the "k*""'' 
common wealth of Fraunce, which seemed even now to advaunce 
it selfe, for as much as God, pleased by prayers, is wont to relieve 
the aflUcted. 

When king Charles was advertised of this victory, then, finally, 
he conceaved in minde and assured opinion of restitution and 
libertie, who had been hithertowarde of such noble courage as in 
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hU moate adremtie he did never diapain, lAerfore nove die earle 
of Salesbary beisg deade, and the lord Talbot captiTe, two of the 
most excellent captauies amongst all his enemiea, tbe magn&mi- 
nitie of his minde was mach increased ; and therefore, to b^inne 
withall, be determined to goe onto Rheins, that winning that towne 
he might liiere, accinding to the maner of bis aunoestors, be with 
accustomed ceremony annoynted King, to tbintent it might be 
apparant to all men that even as he called bimselfe, ao wu be in 
deede, and so to be called, a King, as well by due cK)nBecratioii 
as by right. And so with a huge armie, under the conduct of the 
damosell or rirgin aforesaide, whom as an oracle be consulted in 
all his afiaires, passing through Champaigne, he marched to Anxcr; 
there, when as he approched, ambassadoura came out of the latie 
to meete bim, promising that they would willinglye obey his com- 
maundementes, so that it might please him to spare them for a few 
dayes, vhermn they might knowe ((or duties sake] whether dien- 
glish men would relieve them or not. Charles, because he wotdd 
not offend the good minde of the citizenfl towardes him by any 
unlawfoli hct, graunted their desire, and entrenching part of his 
armie not faire from the citie, gardmg also tbe same sufficiently, 
that tbe townes men should not beguile him, he conducted the 
residue thereof unto Troyes. This being the chiefe towne of all 
Cbampaigne, he assayed within fewe dayes to besege, which in the 
ende was yeelded unto him upon permission of tbenglish men who 
were placed there in garrison to deport. In like muier did those 
of Chalons, where, placing a garrison, he passed the river of Mame, 
RbdDa '^^ besieged Rheins, which he recovered easily ; for the citizens 
raroltcd could not well beare thinglisb government, and were therefore not 
O^idJ^ willing to abide the siege ; but for that they should not be reported 
sndtlnnlie^ have betrayed the towne, they opteyned of king Charles Ubertie 
orowned for tbenglish garrison safely to depart. When king Charles had 
^^""^ receaved tbe towne, he was there annoynted after the use of his 
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anncestora, unto whom the atiem of all that Action had sent their 
chiefe and prmcipall personages, as oratoun, who Forthwith assem- 
bled joyfully to salute him, protesting that they nowe at the lost 
understood Almightie Ood to have pitie upon the miseries of 
Fraunce, and to have restored unto them the libertie which they 
had receaved longe since ftom tbor anncestors. Thinhabitantea 
of Auier also, after the prefixed day, ae^ng the Englishmen did 
send no reakoe, submitted themselTea to his obeysance. 

In the mesne time, the duke of Bedford had deep consideration 
as toaching all partes of the realme, and perceavihg the tokiag of 
the lorde Talbot to be tnudie hinderance to his affaires, insomuch 
that certaine <nties, voyde of all feare, made no doubt to alienate 
tJiemaelves, and many mo dayly affected to revolte, he to prerente 
the dauTiger hereof, determiued by all meanes possible to procure 
king Charles to the fielde, that the event of victory (whiche by 
Qods helpe he assured himselfe upon] might keepe the people 
which he had yet left in obedience and feare. And so departing 
from Paris, he marched towardes king Charies, who a litle before 
was gone &om Rhems to Dommartine ; and taking certaine prind- 
pall townes by the way, which he also furnished with men, had 
mode there his abode, meaning to corrupt the Parisians with pay- 
ment or promise. The duke of Bedford approched, and pitching 
his campe upon an hill, sent out his horsmen to provoke, stirre 
upp, and e^e thenemy both with weapon and worde to fight. 
King Charies at that time also had no doubt but he might cope 
with his enemye in plaine iielde ; bnt when he understoode by 
espialls that the duke was egall unto him, both in number and 
force, he resolved it better to absteyne, without dannger, then with 
hazard to joyne battaile, least by temeritie be might interrupt and 
trouble the prosperous successe of his proceedingea. Wherfore 
some skirmishing there was by the horsmen betweene the two 
campes, and nothiog els. Bnt when king Charies sawe the 
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earnest desire and livelyneB that tbenglishmen had to fight^ospect' 

ing least by his tarying occasion would fall out that eytber he 

must fight against his vill, or els shamefully to keepe within the 

trenches, he raysed hia campe about midnight, and removed, whidi 

thing when it was knowen, very early in the morning, the duke of 

Bedford coold hardly hold back his men from pursuing thenemy; 

but he stayed them upon great discretion, because he would doo 

nothing rashlye. And so dispaiiing that it was possible to entice 

king Charles to the fielde, he returned to Paris, purposing to 

augment his armie, that when as poasibiUtie might be geven after- 

wardes be might also with greater force assaile him. 

Wmzrt pre- ^^ ^*^ ^^^ time the Bohemians, who are of a sect di^rent 

P*f^ ** from other Christians, because they obey not the bishop of Rome, 

Bohcmj- partiy for defence >A their owne beresie, partly (as it chaunceth) 

b^ima'^f >°OTed with euTie agunst other nations, b^anne to keepe wane 

Rome. Bgunst their neighbours, whereof, after notice was geren to Martine 

the Y"'-, bishopp of Rome, he anone sent legates intoGer many, 

to move the devout and Qodly princes unto warres against the 

Bohemians, as enemies of Christian religion. Also he made 

Tha bu. Henry cardinall of St. Eusebius and bissbopp of Winchester, legate 

windi^ter *^** should come out of Englande to that warre, with a oertaine 

the PapM force of men. He commaunded him withall to levye by his autho- 

iDtoOer- ntie the tenthes of all spiritualties, for the mayntenance of reli- 

■'•T'- gion. This Henry imparting the Popes commandement to the 

Kinges councell, and they resolving that nothing was thereunto to 

be preferred, did levye the money, and gathered no small number 

of souldiers (although that so sundry impositions were neythtf 

daylye paide, nor so many musters of men made, without great 

hurt to the common wealth). And so, furnished with all thinges, 

purposing shortly to journey thorough Qermany, he came to the 

sea shore, and the souldiers b^anne to take shipping, when aa the 

while letters were sent £rom the duke of Bedforde to the duke of 
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Glocester^ requiring a newe supply of men. The duke of Glocester 
was greatly troubled with this message; for neither any other 
force of men was readie which he might transport, neyther did the 
time, wherein by reason of the warres against the Bohemians there 
had been so lately a lerye of souldiers, serve at that instant to 
gather yet againe a newe armie, especially seeing the matter re- 
quired great haste ; who therefore of cecessitie made no more adoe, 
but earnestly requested the biashop of Winchester that he would The bn- 
first goe with his armie unto the duke of Bedforde, to ayde his ^?P" <>' 
owne countrymen in the battaile which the duke of Bedforde was cheMer, 
to fight with his enemy ; and from thence, having therein good ,^hcd ^' 
successe, whereof he had no doubt, that be might proceede to the hli joamtj 
Bohemians. Henry, though be were sory that his journey was a,„^^ ^'„ 
hindred, yet because he would not faile his owne nation and cooimuid- 
frendes, passing thocean, went to Paris to the duke of Bedforde. snt into 
In this mesne while king Charles, advertised from bis horse- ^™''<*- 
men, whom he bad sent abroade aU over to feele the mindes 
of the people, and to noTe them to revotte, that Campeigne 
and Beavoys were well affected towards him, greatlye coveting 
to be delivered from the dominion of thenglish nation, and 
therefore readie to open him their gates at his comming, if that 
they might so doo without ieopardie of their lives, marched ther- 
fore with an armie of light and lustie souldiers to Campeigne : 
whereof when knowledge was bad, the duke of Bedforde, having 
his forces augmented with the great snpplye which Henry the car- 
dinall had brought, marched also forwarde towardes thenemy, to 
thintent he might allure him to some indifferent fight, but he was 
scarce come within the territory of Seniis, when king Charles en- f^j^"***" 
tered Mountpillioll, which is betwixt Champeigne and Seniis, Ptto/mi. 
where getting a covenable place, he encamped his armie, not mean- 
ing to conduct his men out of that place upon small occasion. 
These thinges were by and by reported by espialls to the duke of 
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Bedford, who, bringing forth his armie into order of battsile, ap- 
proached nigh to thenemy, and oSnd battatle : bnt the French 
men kept within Monntpellioll ; their horsemen skirmished nowe 
and then a Utle without their trenches, bnt they wonld assay 
nothing els : for king Charles considered hove much force fortune, 
which is to meane the sodaine and unlocked for event of some 
casuall thing, yea of least moment, is of in battaile, who was therdn 
perfectly taught and instructed by detrimentes before often re- 
ceaved. Moreover, when he imderatoode that manye and great cities 
of Fraunce did with evil will suffer the government of thenglish 
nation, and were readie upon oportunitie to revolt, he hoped, with- 
out battaile, to expell thenglish men in short space utterly out <A 
all Fraunce ; and this, as he adjudged, was the very cause why the 
duke of Bedford, as a wise man, not ignorant of his owne decaye, 
desired so much to trye the whole matter at onoe in battaile. 
Wherefore taught therein by experience of the causes aforesaide, 
he was fully resolved in minde, no where to adventure battaile, bat 
in as much as nccessitie should constraine him, and that deemed he 
would be hereafter most for his profile. The duke of Bedforde, who 
had the ParisieuB in gelousie, because they did all his commaunde- 
mentes in such sort as might well appere to be against their willes, 
neyther yet much trusted in the duke of Burgoigne, the cause 
whereof we shall hereafter declare in convenient place, when he 
sawe his enemy of purpose to deferre the fight, returned to Paris. 
The Cu- Then Henry the cardinal! legate to the Romane hisshop, with his 
wi^cbLter "^^ which he had brought before out of Englande, went forth hit 
depurteth voysge against the Bohemians xlv*"" dayes after that he entied 
P,,„^ (ato Fraunce : whither when he came, finding the warres all over very 
Oainuaj. hott, he bcgann valiantly to ayde the christian cause to thuttermost 
of his power, and taried in Bohemia by the space of oertaine 
monthes, so long, untiU that he was revoked by the pope, with 
other legates ; and the cardinal! of St. Angell called Julian Soesa- 
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line vu sent to that vazre with great forces. And so the said 
Henry, after that he had served honorably in that holy warres, r^ 
tamed safe home. 

King Charlea, after the duke of Bedfordes departure, receaved King 
into his obedience Cunp^gne, BeauTaya, and Senlis, the cilazens ^^^^' 
yeelding thereunto of their owne accorde : of wfaidi fortunate sue- draws tlw 
cesse tlioagh he much rejoyced, yet be had no hope of habilitie to Bnrn^e 
exterminate the English nation, before he should seperate the bo- '■"^ 
cietieofthemandof theBurgoignion, which in the ende he trusted 
would once come to passe. And therefore he first assayed by often 
messengers to pu^ himselfe unto the duke of Borgoigne of his 
fathers death, and to admonish him, that nothing was further from 
all righteousues and pietie, nothing more undecent, then to deale 
against his comhahitaontes, agunst his countrey, or for revenge 
of private iniuries to joyne with their auncient and perpetuall 
enemies. After that he b^;ann busily to treate of pacification, to 
o&r high and large condtciona of agreement, to promise more then 
he was able to peifttrme, insomuch that the duke of Bedforde did 
easily xmderstande his whole drifte, wherefore he, much troubled 
in minde with deepe and weightie considerations, seing the English 
a&irea greatiy decaye, determined to provide for one thing espe- 
cially what adversitie soever should befall, which was to meane, Hm Daka 
that if all the holdes which king Henry his brother bad woonn in forteHed 
Fraonce, could not be retayned, kept, and defended, yet that Nor- f""* .■"d 
mandie, so longe by his auncestors possessed, might not be lost, Vfmmtaiy. 
according aa king Henry himselfe, in the last wordes th^ ever he 
apake, bad commanded to be done. Wherefore committing the 
government of the citie of Paris to Lewes Lucemburge, bissbopp 
of Turwine and diauncellor of Fraunce, leaving also for defence 
thereof no small garrison, he went into Normandie, whither after 
his coouning he called specially unto him the chiefe of every citie, 
and first rehearsed unto them the benefitea bestowed alway by his 
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auncestooTS upon the NormanH, the restitatton of their pnTiledges 
and Uwes, and also thauncient stocke of the Norman dukes, from 
whence the kings of England were descended ; afterward he ex- 
horted every man by name, that they would with hart and hande 
he very carefull and earnest to preaerve peace, and not to breake 
their allegiance : this if they would doo, then he assured them 
they might woorthely hope for at king Henry their kinges hande 
all that ever they would demaunde. While that the duke of Bed- 
forde is dealing in tha&yres aforesaide, newes was brought unto 
him that many for feare forsooke both towne and fielde, wherewith 
being much mored, he calleth togetbera his counoell : yea, and 
addeth thereunto the captaines of every bonde, requiring them to 
saye their opinions as concerning the keeping of the Normans in 
obedience. All men generally thought best, that the armie should 
be devided into seyerall places ; and so was one part assigned to 
defend the sea coast under the government of Itichard duke (^ 
York; another part was sent to supplye garrisons in cities and 
townes ; the third part was committed to Edmonde duke of Som- 
meraett, to be conducted unto Boane. The duke of Bedford, thus 
having ordered his afiairea, and severed his forces, himselfe re- 
turned to Paris. The meane while that these doinges were in 
Normandie, Charles the Frencbe king tooke St. Dionise by 
treason, and did apedily furnish it with garrison : from thence he 
sent before John duke of Alanson, and the Mayde, that they might 
marche apace to Paris, and procure the citizens to revolte, yea, and 
if they sawe cause, to take in hande thassault : who marched forth 
in square battaile every souldier havynge his buckler, and ap- 
proaching the wall, was by great slaughter by thengliab garrison 
repulsed. Whereof the duke of Bedforde hearing, came in great 
haste to the towne, and with high commendaaons, gave tfaankes to 
the citizens, for that they followed not thexample of the Dioni- 
sians. But king Charles disappoynted of his purpose in that 
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matter, enterprised another attempt : for he sent Amhrose Delore 
to Laignie (which is sdtuate upon the river of Mame) to whom LtiM^ 
uppon his arrivall the citie was yeelded. Not long after he departed '*"■ 
from thence, leaving there a garrison, as in a place wherein, being 
of itselfe very stronge, he reposed much trust, and made a voyage 
into Angeow> at which time thenglish men on thother side wanne 
agune by force the towne of St. Denis, assaying also to recover 
Liugnie : but the Maide, being therein for succour thereof, made 
sharpe resistance, and so it was valiantly defended. About the 
same time certune companies of Ei^lish souldiers who rested 
about Roane, under the conduct of Thomas Itrrell, a valiant gen- 
tleman, hearing, as they forrowed abroad, spoyling the countrey, that 
the towne of Clermont was slenderly manned, assailed the same, 
and took it at the first brunt. But because they were so few^ 
that they might not spare men to fortify the same, therefore first 
they threwe downe a part of the wall, then sacked tiie towne, and 
returned from whence they came loden with great bootie of all 
kinde. Of another side, the Bourgoignians, under the conduct of 
John t^ LucembuTge, marched to Camp^gne with a g7«at force of 
English men, and environed it with a trenche. But neither the 
towne, being throughly fortified and strong, was easily to be gayned, 
neyther the siege like to prove to anye purpose, because that it had 
been perfectly well victualled before. Howbeit, hoping eyther to 
winne it by assault, or compell it to yeelde, they undergoe the 
wall, their army being devided in two, and continually, some with 
arrowe, dart, and suche like, some with great goonshott, others by 
making mines, and others with other almost perpetuall fight molest 
the towne, laboring to that ende chiefly that the same might 
quickly yeelde, when as loe sodainly Joane the maide, the pro- Jouie c*p. 
phetisse of God, as the common sort termed her, though ignorant p^^i,, 
of her owne bte, came to relieve them, and mightily entred the taken br 
towne : but aoone after when as she sallied out unadvisedly against enburghc. ' 
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thenemy, she vas taken by John of Lucembrowgb, and sent to the 
duke of Soinniersett at Roane. 
Jrana the This maide, forasmach aa she did many notable ezploites abore 
c*pM]rD« of the force of a vomafi, and in a maner without any skill of martiall 
mi burnt, disdpline, was suspected of the common sorte to deale by witdi- 
crafte : wherefore, accused of sorcerie, she was firste straitly exa- 
mined by the duke of Sommerseta oommaundement, as towching 
the artadea of her fcyth : afterwarde, because she ware mans ap- 
parell} and was rerely accompted a witche, therefore was she with 
sereritie condemned and burnt. But the unhappie Maide, re- 
membeiing, before ezecntion done, what apperteyned to humanitie, 
which naturally is bredd in every one, fained herselfe to be with 
childe, to thende she might eyther move her enemies to compas- 
sion, eyder els cause them to appoynt some more milde punish- 
ment. But after being reserved iz. monthes for that cauae, and 
her snmise founde false, she was burned notwithstanding. This 
saide sent^ce thns pronounced was thought the hardest that erer 
had heene remembred, which could neyther be mollified nor mitti- 
gated by tract of time. Surely it was of some thought &at this 
woman thus excited to muli&ll manly prowesse, for defence q{ her 
cormtry, was woorthy favour, especially se^ng there were many 
examples of mercie showed in such case, as that principally which 
Porsenna King of the Trurions hath left in memorie. For when 
as he, upon conclusion of peace with the Romanes, had receaved 
pledges, and amongst them Cloelia a virgin, who, conducting a 
company of others like, beguiled the watch, and lunongst the 
middest of her enemies swam over l^ber and fledd to her owne 
people, notwithstanding that afterwarde she was by the league re- 
delivered, yet he did not punish her, but with great conmienda- 
tion gave her part of the pledges, and sent her home againe. But 
I will retume to the matter. 
This was the ende of Joane Puselle, more fitt, as the brute went, 
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to practise miifpkc than marti&U afffdres. But the Frenche men 
to this day will not heare bat that she was sent of God from 
heaven to expell thenemy out of tfaeir countrey ; for they affirme 
that she dyed a virgin. After her fall the Frenche failed not in 
coarage> who both with continuall sallyinges out of the towne, 
and also with ofte bickering in plaine fielde, so annoyed their ene- 
mies, that, dispeyring to winne the same, they departed of their 
owne accoide. 

The affitires of EngUnd grewe by this meane, £rom day to day, 
through Fraunce, woorse and woorse, which did diversly affect the 
nobilitie : for some, very peosife in mind, deemed the distresse of 
the present time Ught, in comparison of that which they forsawe 
to be imminent : others thought that woorse could not chaunce 
than bad alreadie chaunced, for they sawe the forces of thenemy 
augmented and their owne diminished : wherefore every man, much 
musing with ardent affection, considered with himselfe particularly 
whether it were possible to remedie the state of tbinges almost 
utterly decayed : when as in the end it was resolved, generally, to 
be beat for the present neede that king Henry should repaire, as 
soone as conveniently might be, with a newe armie into Fraance, 
partly to comfort his owne people, partly to keepe under and in 
obedience the cankred courage of Frenche men, eyther for feare, 
eyther els for favor, seing the yonge king was of so amiable and 
lovely coontenaunce. Wherefore men were mustered sufficient 
for such a voyage, and money was levyed by an imposition or 
taske, sett as well upon the clergie as laitie, for to support the 
charge thereof; and so king Henry, under the tuition of Henry q g „. 
the cardinall, transporting out of Englande came first to Roane, paJmi tks 
Mid from thence to Paris. All the whole dtie came forth to meete winehsMor 
him, and mtfa all fortunate signes and shewes of joy and gladnes 'i>^ 
they sainted him as King, an impe of most ez<Mllent towardnes and 
di^tosition, though many percbaunce there were, who did all that 



,y Google 



40 HISTORIB OP ENOLAND. 

honor with faolowe hearten ; but 80 it was to tboutwarde appe- 
nuncej that that day of the kinges aniTall was there celebrated of 
all men generally with great rejoysing, for the whiche an oration 
was openly made in prayse of the people, and great plentie of 
money, come, and wine was bestowed upon them. After that, the 
duke of Bedford, aasembling the nobililie, is reported to have 
Th« dnka saide : " Beholde, my lordes, the course of humane causes ; Henry 
fbrdi on- the Vth was to have been your King, as well by right as by leagne, 
tione. ]y^i i^e deceassing, in a manner before his full and perfect age, hath 
lefte a Sonne to succeede and enjoye his grandfetbers kingdome ; 
he is here amongst us : hither is be brought for that cause, that 
he may be proclaymed your King, and that both ho may knowe 
bis Frenche people, and they Ukewise him, who are wont princi- 
pally among all other nations to esteeme, honor, and both &)th- 
fully and also carefully obey their King (if I may so say) in the 
very steede and place of God. And though some there be who 
take part with Charles, yet the cause thereof appereth to be error 
and not dialoyaltie ; wherefore, whosoever will retume and ac- 
knowledge his dutie, shaltie pardoned. Therefore it onely resteth 
that you will with all loyaltie, as you have hitbertowardes dili- 
gently done, endeavour your selves from henceforth to keepe and 
conaerve the people in obedience, whose dutifulnes in this behalfe 
shall so well deserve of your King, as that his maiestie will not 
denay you anything that shalbe for your utilitie and honour; whose 
thankfull bountifulnes of minde towardes you hereafter you may 
measure unto your selves according to the rate and proportion of 
your owne simple and well affected consciences towardes his bigh- 
H. 6, nes." Thassemble dissolved, king Henry, being of thage of tenne 

at rury, yeres, was consecrated by Henry the cardinall in the church of our 
■DIM 1432. lady mother of God, and the crowne set upon his bead, with all 
due and accustomed ceremonie. After celebration of the divine 
misterie, the IVenche noble men sware homage to king Henry; 
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after that proclamation was made, that all men should be par- 
doned who would within a certaine time retume into thobedience 
of king Henry. This was the yere of our salratioa 1432. 

While these thinges were a doing at Paris, king Charles re- 
covered, partly by force, and partly by treason, the townes of 
Melun, Corbole, and sundry others; but otherwhere the event oi MtUdu- 
thinges was otherwise. There was a great garrison of Frenche at '^^i^- 
Beaavoys, whom llioinas earle of Arundell thought by pollicie to 
allure into the field : wherefore pighting his tentes a&rre off, he 
layde both footmen and horsemen nigh the towne in a secrete and 
privie place ; after that he sent out some light horsemen, that 
might provoke thenemy to issue, which horsemen executing bis 
commauadementes, proceeded even to the gates ; where finding 
Frenchemen ready to pursue them, they counterfaited flight, 
drawing the pursuers within daunger of thambusb, who were so 
intrapped and killed downe right, leather with the townesmen, 
who also folowed the chase, whereof part, hearing the great stirre 
and noyse of borses, conceaved the tnune, and hardlye recovered 
the towne, the residue were slaine. The number of them who 
were killed is not mentioned of any author, so far as I knowe, 
which surely is thought to have beene not small. Also, Richard 
earle of Warwicke bad like fortunate successe about the saide time 
in a conflict with his enemies at Gorney, where many vere killed, 
and tbree score gentlemen taken. The like force of frowning for- SquUtt. 
tune did Rbenate duke of Barry feele about the same time, who 
by mesne of bis puissance bad greatly ayded king Charles : for 
Rhenate, who had an old grudge against Anthony earle of Vaude- 
mont, bad gathered togethers great forces, and marched withall to 
surprise the towne of Yaudemont : of whose approcbe when the 
£arle hearde, fearing to be compassed about of his enemy, he lefte 
the retinewe of aouldiers which he had, to furnish the towne, and 
fledd in poste to the dukes of Bedforde and Ba^;oigne, whose 
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part he tooke, requiring them of ajde : and faaring obteyned the 
same, he and Anthonye Tulongone, lieftenaat of Burgnndie, re- 
turned againe with a mayne hoste to reheve his people, sharply 
urged by his enemy. Which when Hhenate nnderstoode, fearing 
leaat as soone as the citizens should perceare their duke with 
succours to approche, that both they should issue out of the 
towne, and the duke set upon them behinde all at one time ; be 
therefore, forsaking the si^e, turned his forces against thenemies 
that were comming, and commaunded his men to gere the charge. 
The fight was mainteyned a while amongst the horsemen, who re- 
ceived the first brunt, untill the footmen drewe neere, who entred 
the battaile with such might and mayne, as that the Frenche was 
not onely unhable to abide, bat were put to flight forthwith. 
■Rejntt Rhenate was taken with three hundred of his souldiers. There 
dukBof y^^ killed about three thousande. The English had about the 
ukm. same time no lease oportunitie offered to have atchiered a pros- 
perous adventure in another quarter also, if they had not un- 
wisely omitted the same : for Robert lorde WiUoughby, and 
Mathew Gough, a valiant Walshman, besieged the castle of St. 
Selerine, by nature of the place very strong, and pressed to take 
the same by force : on thother side, the garrison within did lustely 
defende the place, whereof king Charles being advertised, sent to 
Buccour his people, in all haste, Ambrose Delore, with divers other 
captaines. He, because himselfe was captaine thereof, and that 
the garrison who defended the same were of his placing, as one 
earnest to ayde his owne, at the first set speedily forward, but 
soone after doubting to be compassed about, he stayed at Beau- 
£im- monte, minding there to tarie while the residue of captaines ap- 
i«onle. poynted should come thither also, that from thence they might 
altogethers proceede against thenemy : but the while of this 
assemblie, the English men that were at the siege having intelli- 
gence by espialls what their enemies did, determined Ut enconnta* 
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Uiem before thone partie should joyne with thother : And therefore 
the better part of the caaipe issuing without any noyse in the deade 
of the night, fouiide their enemies campe so evil garded, that about 
a thousand men were within the trenche or ever any man almost 
perceaved} but the slaughter in the very trenche made awaked 
tbenemy, who, not suspecting the chaunce, were sodenly striken 
in such terror and trouble of minde, that no man did effectually 
assaye to take armour, or to make resistance : but when the day 
appered thengUsh souldiers, seeking after spoyle, did not pursue the 
chase, but were satisfied with so huge bootie, and busied to fiaxy 
away the same, whereby beholde it chaunced that the Frenche 
men who were in marching thitherwarde, hearing the clamour of 
fighting men, hastened themselves, came upon their enemies un- 
wares, and set couragiously uppon them all laden with spoyle. 
The residue also of them who fledd, made head againe end re- 
turned. The fray was fierce and cruell of both sides, and longe 
continued in equall balance; but in thende thenglish men, op- 
pressed with multitude, gave grounde. Divers of them were taken, 
and amongst them Mathew Gough. Many Frenche men were MiAsin 
killed, but mo taken, in the number of whom was Ambrose Delore. (^ciDgha 
After that Kobert L. Willoughby lefte the siege. Surely a chiefe pritoiwr. 
captaine in warres ought to regard the victory, and nothing els, 
which is BO harde to be gotten, and so easily lost, as that he 
who suppDseth him selfe to have it in his hande, may alwaye be 
deceaved, and bring himselfe in daunger, before he holde it fast s 
or whoso bath it may easily with losse foregoe it againe, except 
he have spedall care of keeping thereof : for example, thenglish 
men, while as conquerours they sought for spoyle, loste the victorie 
alreadie gotten. 

But while these two nations of Bnglande and Fraunce doo thus 
fight for superioritie, for soveraintie, yea, for safetie of life itselfe, 
by reason of such lowse libertie as warres gave throughout the 



,y Google 



4t HirrOBII 07 ENQLAND. 

whole Frencli re^on, all men were berefte of their riches, holy 
treasures were spoiled, Christian blood by slaughter or woaading 
was every where shed, the commonaltie cmelly tormented and 
punished, matrones were defiled, Tiigias were rested out of Uidr 
parentes anaes and ravished, townee were taken every day, dayly 
were they sacked, and the townesmen transported otherwhere 
houses and whole streetes were burnt, and finally, no kinde of 
crueltie could be devised, wherewith the poore Frenche man wu 
not afflicted ; I omitt an innumerable klnde of other calamities, 
wherewithal! they were all at once oppressed. To thincrease of 
all these mischiefcs, the common wealth daring this time was 
forced to lye without lawe, (which for the most part is silent in 
warres,) without all civill government, and justice. Neyther was 
England exempt cleere from such injnries, for they sawe dayly the 
death, slaughter, and woundes of their felowes and frendes ; thor 
substance was exhaust with continuall exactions ; so that the mis- 
chiefes were mutnall and common to both sides; the whole Occident 
did ringe with their outcries, the Csme of their doleful state was 
spred through the whole earth, wherefore there was no msn 
living who wondred not with compassion howe these two nations 
should be able to abide so long charge and affliction ; but chieflj 
TheBiihopof all other, Eugenius the fourth, bisshop of Rome, tooke pitie 
"' ?h"* hereof, who, very desirous to devise some meane whereby this 
le^te to outragious warre might once have ende, sent Nicholas cardinall of 
a peace '^^ Holy Crosse into Fraunce to make attonement betwixt the two 
kinges. He, after his comming thither, went first to king Charles, 
and expliuned to him his commission from the Pope : from thenoe 
he did the like to the duke of Bedforde : he persuaded peac^ 
shewed by demonstration, declared, and by argument well proved 
the same to be more apperteyning to the dutie of Christian princes 
then warre, who ought to applye all their travaile for the profite of 
their people, to mainteyne justice, to rule themselves by reason, 
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alway to remitt somewhat of their rage, to put up part injurie, 
which thinges warreH would not permitt them to doo. The car- 
dinall enderoaring to perswade the two princes to be of this minde, 
they both gave aanswere, that they were readie to yeelde to all 
reason. But when the matter was dealt in, they were so faire 
from agreing to any indifferent conditions of peace, as that they 
remayned more obstinate in their error ; which thing when the car- 
dinal conceaved, dispairing to conclude a perpetual! peace> yet 
because it should not be thought that he had taken all that 
travaile in vaine, he concluded a truce for six yerea : where- A tnao 
unto as either partie was hardly drawen at the cardinals request, bltme'u" 
ao after his departure they sodenly brake. Some late writers have ^'^ 
mentioned, that the Frenche did first violate the same, who everye for 6 j»n. 
where set sore impositions and panishmentes by purse uppon such 
as were &endes to the English or Buigoinion ; whereby it came to 
paase that the malice of their mindes mutoally inflamed, the warres 
b^anne againe more sharplye then before ; that was the yere of our 
salvation 14S3. U33. 

But I will retume againe to king Henry. King Henry, within 
a fewe dayes after he had bene adorned at Paris with the maiestie 
of the regall diademe, departed to Koane : where while he tarieth 
Henry the cardinal was revoked agiune into Englande, for pacifying 
an aprore of certaine moste wicked persons, who, under pretence 
of embrewing the mindes of men with a newe religion, had con- 
spired to disturhe the quiet government and tranquiUltie of the 
realme. The Cardinall conferred with the duke of Glocester as 
concerning the state of forreine causes beyonde the sea, and 
assured him, that, as he thought, the Frenche men would shortly 
breake the trewce, and therefore, that it were meete to make in 
readines a supply of men and money necessary for the use of 
wane, which when the duke of Glocester understoode, he called a * i>"ii«- 
parliament, by decree whereof men were mustered, and money ez- moned br 
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wtiieh acted. During this season, James, king of Scotts sent ambas- 
men ind guf^om-g (o the duke of Gtocester as conceming peace. But because 
were it- the king was absent, the duke referred that demaunde to tite parlia- 
ptcpj^i ment, whereupon, after long debating of the matter, peace was 
ma ■ peace granted, because there was good hope of the continoance thereof, 
with Scot- insomuch as the Scottish king was troubled with intestine divisioD, 
'"^- and that there was a trewce taken betweene Engtande and Fraunce 

for size yeres. The parliament being dissolved, the Caidinall, with 
the forces that were gathered, and great store of money that was 
levyed, returned to the king at Roane. Thither came also the 
duke of Bedford horn FanB to consult what best was to be done. 
Here the whole matter was referred to councell. Some suspected, 
that the Frenche men would not keepe and sticke to the condition 
and covenants of peace, forasmuch as it was apparent, tliat they 
almoste all generally were inwardlye incensed with griefe, that 
Normandie and I^ris, and so many goodly townes, were reduced 
under thenglish emi»re, and therefore were earnest to persuade 
that nothing might be remitted pertayoing to the warre, least, upon 
sodiune breoche of trewce, they might be compelled with extreme 
hazarde to take sodaine advise in most weightie causes, all nnreadie, 
both lacking men and money. Agune, this many did affinne, that 
it was not possible to continue the warre in that order, during so 
long time of trewce taken, without breache thereof, seing it was a 
very harde matter to restraine the souldiers hande from evill doing, 
who should continue dayly in armes for feare of the enemy, and 
therefore they thought good to forti&e places of most importance 
with garrison, and to sende the rest of tharmie home againe, during 
continuance of the trewce. After the matter was thus argued both 
wayes, the dukes of Bedford, Somersett, and Yorke, allowing upon 
the former opinion, determined that all tbinges expedient for 
warres should be prepared, that the souldiers should be payde 
their wages, and that a greater armie ahoulde be gathered aguust 
all adventures. 
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Such resolution being mad^ king Henry returned 6rst to Calis, H. 6. re- 
and from thence into Englande. The duke of Bedforde accom- -^J^^. 
panied the king to CaUis, uid there made hia abode a fewe dayes ; lud. 
when as the while snndrye souldiers, remembring their accustomed 
tnartiall hbertie, begann to make ravine and spoyle every vhere, 
which after that he knewe, having gotten this litle occasion to mi- 
nister justice, he caused to be apprehended the authours of this 
wicked attempt, and punished them with great severitie, thereby 
to terrifie others, that they might the rather refrune from other 
mens goodes. And so the duke of Bedforde having delivered the 
towne of most pemitious people, fortified the same with newe 
supplye, and so journeyed to Paris, when as in the mean time 
another matter came in his bead : for a fewe montbes before he 
had forgone Anne, his wife, sister to the duke of Burgoigne, by 
reason of whose death it fell out that the Burgoignians affection 
was after more easily alienated from the amitie of the Englishe 
nation, who, as we have before touched, was moved earnestly 
thereto for other causes ; wherefore he determined to mary Jaquet, The diik« 
daughter to Peter of Lucembrowgh, Earle of St. Paule, a very noble "'^"^ 
man ; by reason of which nevre affinitie thauncient acquaintance B. of St. 
and fiimiliaritie betwixt him and that noble house might be con- daughter, 
firmed by more straite and sure bonde of benevolence. And so 
departing from Callis, be rode towarde Hrwine, where the earles 
house was, whom the earle interteyned very joyfully, and gave to 
him in mariage his daughter Jaquet, which was the thing that he 
demaunded. And so the duke of Bedford having his desire, after 
most sumptuous and honorable solemnization of manage, came 
with bis wife to Paris. The duke of Burgoigne took that in evill 
part, who, being minded to joyne with king Charles, was sory that 
the duke of Bedforde shoulde nowe be strengthened by a£Gni(ie 
of the aundent and mightie house of Lucembro^he, which might 
tttnde him in great ateede every where. About the same time, 
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JohB Til' John Talbot, whom we hefore shewed to have been taken of the 

tam,^' Frenche men, at Patay, was raunsomed for a great somme of 

money, and the restitution to libertie of Ambrose Delore, taken 

also afewe monthes before, and so suffered to depart from thenemy, 

returned into England e. 

While these thinges were done thua in other places, the Frenche 
souldiers lacking paye, and having amongst them an heape of nn- 
tfariftes, whom hope of spoyle and delight of warre had withdrawen 
from husbandrie, and all other dayly exercise of good occupation, 
begonne first to take prisoners, sometime English men, aonaetiine 
Buigoignions, as occasion served, and to raimsome them according 
to their substance : which though it were more unlawful during the 
truce, yet they feared not to proceede with suche enterprise after- 
warde openlye, by reason of which injurye the English men were 
forced to take weapon in hande againe anone, after sixe monthes 
next ensewing the making of the trewce, and by this meane was 
the warre renewed, which the most part generally supposed and 
much desired to have been ended, or for longer time stayde. Bat 
the Frenche trewce breakers without delay armed themselves, and 
St. Volerr tooke the towne of St. Valery, scituate in the mouth of the rivet 
ftraclw Some, upon the frontires of Normandie. Another company, under 
the conduct of Ambrose Delore, made rodes about tbe same time 
into the territory of Cane. On thother partie, thenglish men under 
the duke of Bedforde beseiged with great force the towne of 
LtitMa. Laigney, standing, as we have hefore shewed, upon the river of 
™^' Mame, litle in deede, but environed with mighty trenches and 

deepe diches, which for because they could not vrinne at the first 
assault, they intrenched themselves, and having wonne the bridge 
they builded thereupon a towre for defence thereof, and layde to 
battery on all sides. Againe, the towne manfully defended them- 
selves, yea, and sometime, by conduct of John the bastard of Or- 
le&nce, who was captaine thereof, they sallyed out, but not without 



,y Google 



HBNBT THB SIXTH. 



tbeir owne slaughter, lliere lay tfaingliah campe certaioe dayei^ 
fightdng in thia order, when aa the doke of Bedforde, forced by 
matter of more great importance, was withdrawen otherwise : who 
leaving the siege, returned to Paris, least the citueas who were 
perrersely affected might take occasion by his absence to worke 
some practise the while against him. Anone after his arrivall 
tiiere, without any tary, he sent Peter of Lacenbrowghe, his father 
in lawe earte of St. Paule, and Robert lorde Willonghbie, to recover g^, -voern 
the towne of St Valery. They, forasmuche as all mens mindes '^^J™^ 
were inflamed with desire of revenge, marched thither speedily, 
beu^ed the towne, and buckled to thassanlt. The Frenche who 
were within, after a fewe dayes spent in making resistance, hope- 
lesse finally of any ayde to releeve them, yeelded the towne upon 
composition safely to depart from thence. Peter of Lucenhrowghe 
and the lorde WiUooghbie, leaving auffident gairison, returned to 
the doke of Bedforde conqueronrs of that exploits ; but the towne, 
whether it were by cootagioa of corrupt ayre, or els by reason of 
old unholesome vyande wherewithall the souldier was fedd, be^nne 
to be sore infected with pestilence, to thintent (as I beleeve] that 
thinfortunate towne, after so manye overthrowes and miseries aa 
they had nowe twise suffered, firste during the siege of the Frenche, 
and than that of thinglish people, might be plagued also with that 
deadlye disease. Moreover, a litle before, the Frenche men had 
invaded the houndes of Burgundie also, taking certaine townes 
and towres, and some thereof rasing to the very grounde. And 
while tiiat the Burgoignians labour to recover the same, the duke 
of Bedforde sent the lorde Willonghbie and Thomas "nrrell, with 
certaine bandes, to make helpe speedily unto their &endes. They 
setting forwarde la all haste, after that they were entred the terri- 
torie of Laonoys, mett by chaunce with a mayne hoste of enemies, Lauiu. 
and encouDtring therewithal!, put them to flight, whereof they"*"^* 
killed dz, and tooke some, whom they killed afterwarde. Theng- 
CAHD. soo. H 
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lishe men aft«r this proceeded on their purposed journey^ and 

joyned with the Bargoigniona, who, their forces thus nnited, re> 

covered quickly all the saide pieces. 

jle la. I" this meane tiinej the lord Talbot having mustered a nnmber of 

Talbotc n- n^j^ q,£„ Jj, Englande, transported into Fraance with a great armie, 

of EnfUiid and arrived at Roane, where, after he had refreashed his souldiers, 

^•irS *•* ^"^^*' ^°* thence unto Paris to the duke of Bedforde, whose 

•nnj. arriTall, a wonder is to speake, how much it encouraged his owzte 

frendes, and appalled his enemies : for fae was accompted an 

especiall good captaine in the warres, and his approved pollitiqiie 

government there was woorthely fearful! to the Frenche, and to 

his owne nation full of assured hope and confidence. This lorde 

Talbot, after he was directed by the duke of Bedforde as touching 

Beaa' his proceedinges and enterprises, marched forward with an hoste 

^'^i^ well appointed to besiege the towne of Beaumont, which at the firat 

Uiela.Til- push he wanne by assault; he subdued also the holdes adjoyning 

with like snccesse. Amongst these matters the earle of Arundell 

Bt. Bdie- beaeged the castle of St. Selerine, whereof he was conqueror three 

'*^° l*^ monthes after that he had laide siege dierunto, killing the garrison 

bji the B. that was therein. From thence he came before l^e towne of Silly, 

deit""'' the citizens whereof, being in terror by reason of the slaughter 

eiU; u lately made at St. Selerines, gave pledges by and by upon promise 

^*^" *•? to deliver the towne within thirtie dayea, except they should be 

AnudsUe, reskewed the meane while by king Charles, and sent forthwith cer- 

taine men to king Charles, who, advertised thereof, coDunaunded 

Arthure> with certaine ensignes, to goe forthwith to succor the 

Syllyens. After they did once appere, therle of Arundell rendred 

to the towne their pledges, and offered the Frenche men battaile 

in a fitt place for the same not farre from his tentes, which he had 

chosen out a litle before thapproche of tfaenemye. Arthure, 

though he were wilUng to fight, yet perceaving the Englishmen 

to have taken such grounde as was not meete for his multi- 
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tode, vould not advaance forth against tbem, but the n%ht 
folowing, haring rele«ved the towne with part Tictuall end part 
ganison, retamed from whence he came. After his departure, 
thearie of Amndeil vanne the towne by force, and departed into 
NonDBodie spoyling the countrey all the way as he went, and sub- 
doing divers castles of Mayne and Angeow. Thither also repiured 
die lorde Willonghbie, and Thomas Ilrell out of Burgundie, con- 
querours, as we have before remembred, who tooke by the way xoN«n«M. 
a very strange towne called I^ouviers, and furnished it with gar- f^"^"" 
tison. bj the E. 

About this lime, a huge rowte of mrall Xormans, inhabiting ^au/""' 
upon the sea coast, whether they were thereunto labored by the Tha Nor. 
Frenchfl men, or that they were desirous of alteration, which the !"^",!f^ 
common sorte of people greedily gapeth after, armed themselres, tgajntt 
expelled garrisons by force, and tooke certaine holdes, crying out ^' ^' 
ereiy where, to persecute onely the Englishmen. Hereupon truely 
may we conceave, that it is more possible for thethiop to chaunge 
his colour, as the common saying is, then for them who inhabite 
Frannce to beare great good will to thenglish nation : for indeede 
the Normans were subject long to the King of Englande, and well 
interteyned, who nowe forgetting dutie, but no poynt of envye, 
were not afeard to ryse against their chiefe lorde and soveraine. 
TioB multitude thus stirred up, tooke their way first towarde Cane, 
that there, increasing in nnmber, they might consult upon the 
body of &e matter. In which meane while the dukes of Soom- 
merset and Yorke, heanng of such uprore of commons, and ad- 
vised of their proceedinges, sent against them without delay the 
earle of Arundell and lorde Willoughbie, with six thousand archers, 
and a thousand three hundred light horsmen, to let and stopp 
their passage by all meane possible, so that they might not be 
able eyther to runne and range abrode, neyther yet to goe for- 
warde. The earle of Arundell, diverting somewhat out of the way, 



.yGoogle 



52 HItTOBIE or ■NOLAHD. 

premised the lorde WiUougbUe with port of the horsmen and tiro 
tbonsande footmen, to l}re in ambuihe some where nigh the way, 
TfaeNoi^ to intrapp the multitude approching; he, as he was commaonded, 
'""'* 'w '^ placed faimselfe secretly, and advertised the earle of the place 
themwlTw, where the ambosh was layde, whereby be might underatande 
when to geve the signe of invading, which when the earle of Anm- 
dell knewe, he folowed the rowt bebinde, as one driving a hearde 
of deare into nettes, and after tbat he perceaved the retohlease 
multitude draw nigh to thambush he made a signe incontinent, 
whereupon the lord Willoughbie gave charge on them before and 
faimselfe behiode, all at once ; witb which sodaine accident the 
ruralls, all agast, helde up their handes, and casting away both 
weapon and armor, prayed to spare tb^r lives ; with whose 
piteous prayers, the earie of Arundell, moved to compassion, caused 
the souldiers to cease from bloudshed, and taking them specdaDy 
whom he supposed to have been practisera of that comotion, suf- 
fered the residue to depart safe home ; but yet there was a thou- 
sand men killed even at the £rst encounter, before the souldiers 
could be reduced againe unto their ensignes. So this stirre ^>- 
peased, and so great rage by good rule and government forthwith 
restrained, there were strait inquisitions thereof made, and all that 
were giltie were condemned and put to death. In tbe meane tim^ 
the Frenche men, under the conduct of Peter of Rokeforde, tooke 
J>e«p« ind ^""° thenemy Diep and some otiier townes of small strength. But 
•onw otbu' the earle of Arundell, after so many notable and honorable ez- 
toihe ploites, not longe after assayed one other, which was his last 
*""*•• attempt that ever he made. The castle of Gerbory, in Beanvois, 
was scituate upon a place of great strength, but whether it were 
by force of man, or by antiqnitie of time, it was nowe almost levell 
with the grounde. Because this phtce stoode very aptly to e^>ell 
the sodaine incursion of thenemy, king Charles had geven Ste- 
phen Hyre in charge to repaire the saide castle, whioh when the 
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esrie of ArandeD andentoode, by and by be came out of Normandy 
into BeaUTOyB with too slender force of men to interrapt and let 
the bnilding thereof. The Frenche men Btdired with the sodaine 
approdhe of thenemy, left the place to the workmen, and arming 
themselves in haste isaned forth. They gave a sore charge apon 
the English men approching, who abode and bare it oat a while } 
bat when the earle of Arundell fell from his horse sore wowided, Tiu B. of 
then castii^ themselTea in a triangle, and omitting somewhat the ,,o„d^ ^o 
fight, they were forced to retire. The earle of Arundell, thus <iv«tbfl ud 
wounded, dyed not long after, a man of singular Tjitue, constancie, bshtoji. 
and gravitie, whose death in so tempestuous tormoiles exceed- 
inglye appalled the courage of his nation. But the Frenche men, 
after the departure of thenemy, made an ende of the worke which 
they had begonne. Tie death of Thomas earie of Arundell 
chaunced in the year of our salvation 1434, and tbe twelfth yere of 't^j '^'„ 

,.,,,. ' IBof H. «. 

king Henries reigne. 

The very selfsame yere the towne of St. Denis was twise taken, St. Sccii 
once of the Frenche men by treason, and againe of thenglish by ^^^^^ 
yeelding. Also Corbelle, Vicenes, and Meulane were brought fimmIm. 
nnder the subjection of Fraunce ; for townes which for the most 
part were voyde of walles laye so open to the spoyle, that thinha- 
bitantea, who were able to performe nothing by constant obedience, 
did alway yeelde to the first assailants, as ofte as the garrisons 
there placed would permitt them so to doo, least they should 
otherwise suffer theztremitie. Whereby it came to passe that 
nothing was fuller of troubles than Fraunce, nothing more subject 
to spoyle, nothing more beggerly. Pfeyther was the souldier in 
much better case, who, though he were gladd of spoyle, yet was he 
killed every where, during the while that eyther King laboured to 
keepe the chiefe cities of bis Action in obedience. Wherefore, 
the people of eyther partie begann now to wery with bloudshed ; 
now was so many discommodities d<me, by both sides, that every 
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man generally did lament faunselfe to be thus oppressed, tor- 
mented, and utterly destroyed ; every man was vexed with most 
deepe dolor, every man afflicted and muche broken with soirowe ; 
wherefore those who were of most perverse and obstinate dis- 
position were thereby inclined to peace. Hereunto also they 
were ui^d by want of all thinges ; for the fieldes lay every 
where wasted and tintilled, the prindpall cause whereof was, 
because men were compelled for savegarde of life not to ere the 
grounde, but of necessitie to serve in warres. And so, consbrained 
thereto by manyfotde mischiefes, neyther partie was unwilling of 
peace ; but thone thought it dishonorable eytber to demaunde it 
of thother, or y^ to yeelde thereunto. Wherefore it was needful! 
that Eugenius the pope should be the author and arbiter of so 
great an attonemeiit, who finally might by his autboritie, counsel], 
and perswasion, wrest out the wepons from the handes of these 
most invincible conquerours, and of other warriers who never 
would cause sounde the retraite, never would heare of abstinence ; 
which sfude Bisshop was broi^hte in good hope of padhcation, 
especially for because the fame was, that Phillip duke of Burgoigne 
grewe wery of that he had done ; for he at the beginning, desirous 
as well to revenge his fathers death as to mainteyne his owne pre- 
heminence and dignitie, shewed to the English nation all the 
frendahipp he could, not supposing that he should, by reason of 
this league with the king of Englande, be constrained to offende 
agunst die common wealth, which he ruled as then at his owne 
direction and pleasure, neyther that be should depart tiom that 
preheminence, so longe as he should agree with Englande ; but 
when it fell out afterwarde otherwise then he had weened, foras- 
much as the king of Englande used nowe the government by 
right of inheritance, and challenged all sutes, lawes, peace, and 
warres, to be in his power, whereof the duke had had a litle before 
good experience, when in the t^eatie for geving.up of Orleance 
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the same vas denyed to be yeelded in his name ; then lastly he 
determined to retume into the way from which he had strayed, 
and both to stand and hotde with his owne nation, as soone as he 
might have any honest pretence so to doo, whereby he should not 
be reported to intsngle himselfe with newe periUoas practises, nor 
to contribute any such against thenglish people. Wherfore 
Eugenius, the Bomane Bisshopp, having intelligence that alt men 
were thus generally affected, made as it were an assured accompt 
of peace, and sent as soone as might be Nicholas the cardinall 
againe into Fraunce, who anon upon his comming thither, ap- 
poynted the meeting to be at the towne of Arras, whither came jsmrttm 
ambassadours from king Henry ; Henry cardinal of Winchester, ^^Zf^ 
and Henry archbissbopp of Yorke, William earle of Suffolke, and 
John earle of Huntington, as chiefe in commission concerning A treatje 
that treatie. Also the French ambassadours ; the archbisshop of 
Rhemes, the duke of Burbon, Arthure earle of Richmonde, and 
divers other gentiemen of woorshipp. The Burgoignion also sent 
his ambassadours; the bisshops of Liege, Cambray, and Arras, 
with many other woorthie personnages of honorable estimation. 
In this great assemble, after muche reasoning, Nicholas the cardi- 
nall, a man of an approved judgement, was made by all their con- 
sentes umpire in the cause. He againe required every mans opinion, 
to thende he m^ht judge uprightly. The English ambassadours 
demanded that the Frenche king might be declared to holde of 
the king of England. Againe, the Frenche of thother hction 
would have the kingdome of Fraunce free, and not to holde of any 
other. Nicholas, esteeming it no time then to geve judgement as 
concerning the title and right of the crowne of Fraunce, proponed 
openly suche lawes of league as for the present state of thinges he 
adjudged indifferent for both parties. But both parties refused 
them. And so, without any conclusion in the matter they came 
for, thassemblie departed. But thereby grewe that the Bnr- 
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gtngnions and Fnnobemen b^onne to treate of trewce, and to 
talke of peace betwixt them twaine ; which Phillipp faimselfe, doke 
of Bnrgoigne, had, for many caasea bd'ore mencioned, denied in 
his heart longe before. And bo peace was concluded upon theae 
maner of condiciona : that lung Chaiiea ahonld depart from, onto 
the duke of Bui^igne, the townea of Amiens, Corbie, Perone, St. 
Quintinea, Abbevile, and the countiea of Artoia, Pontieo, and 
Bullonnoya, besides sundry other places adjoyning upon Buigondie, 
which had been of the dominion of hia auncestoura. Many other 
thingea promiaed the Frenclie king, wbich he could not afterward 
performe ; for he durst not denye the Burgoignion any hia de- 
maondes, aa one who thought himselfe forthwith fortunate if with 
sudi an adveraary he might be able to conclude a peace, though 
not honorable, and aa he would desire, yet neceasary, and in 
respect of the present state very commodious, which was to hia 
great advauntage after, aa he conceaved even then that it would 
prove. Moreover, when as they chaunced to meete within fewe 
dayea after, it is reported that king Charles did aalute the duke in 
thia aort : ' I wiah you good fortune also, nowe finally at the laat I 
finde myaelfe voyde of feare, and delivered &om great cares, for 
that you, the mighbest prince in Fraunce, next to the king, and 
of all other men in that nation best aocompted, are returned againe 
to your countrey, according to our desire ; for this saying of the 
Gospell was fixed ever in my minde : Every kingdome devided 
against itselfe shalbe destroyed. O Lorde, howe much was I 
affearde, teaat that should have happened by our dissenaion. But 
nowe the matter is safe, when yon will joyne with me in carefidnea 
to repell thenglish men, our common enemies, with all diligence 
out of Fraunce, and that care you will have, as I tmst. Assure 
yourselfe I am readie to ahewe yon any honorable pleaaure that I 
can.' Hereunto the Burgoignion annswered, that he would inde- 
vor himaelfe not to hyl of his dntie in any poynt. 
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When the league was made, the Bargoignkm made more haateThedakeof 
of nothing then speedily to dispatche ambassadours to king Mnt^ba*- 
Henry into Englande, to let him understand that he was very •^•"^ '<> 
with that longe wures, and the dayly complaintes of his subjectes, trMtc of 
which from day to day receaved greater and greater damage of the f**"" S?". 
Frenche, vbo lamented and openly complained, that he was the & the kiii«a 
onely man who releeved, enforced, and armed the English nation " "■""■ 
against his owne countrey, and diat was more carefull to retayne 
tiiem in the lande of Fraance, then to restore king Charles, his 
cousin of bloud. Finally, that he was ctmstrained to maJce peace 
with king Charles ; and, forasmuch as king Charles ofiered very 
indifferent and honorable condltjons of peace, therefore he willed 
them to exhort king Henry in his name to agree to that league. 
But indeede the Burgoignon, whose owne conscience accused him 
of woorthie and notable reproche, sent tliat embassage, rather to 
aroyde blame, to thende that thereby he might wipe away the note 
of that fowle fact, because he was reported tretcherously and 
traiteroasly to have revolted from thamitie of Englande, then that 
he desired greatly in heart any good to thenglish afiairea : when 
thambassage was hearde, all men there present were so kindled 
with the shamefulnes of such dealing, as that they could not holde 
in their anger, nor moderate themselves therein, nor yet refraine 
from speech, but called the Burgonion a traitor, a false and craftie 
man. But after that this breache of league and fidelitie was bruted a gnat tu- 
abrode, they proceeded from brawling to blowes ; for the common- ™°j[^^ 
sHie, stirred togethers by reason of this unthankful! message, be- aguDit the 
ganne so farre forth furiously to invade all kinde of Flemminges forThe** 
then being in London, as that many were wounded, many killed, f'^^°^ °f 
, , 1 1 ■ , 1 1 1 , , .the dnke o/ 

before the multitude could, by open proclamation, be appeased. Burgnndie. 

The kinges gralious goodnes was willing that his subjectes should H. 6. hi> 
refraine from shedding of innocent bloud, and himselfe the meane ^ tba*^ 
while annswHed thambassadoars, that they should admonish the Bqjyotu 
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duke from him, not to become enemy to tbeogUsb people without 
cause, but rather with reverence to continue olde amide, which 
better was then newe warrea, and that he should not be so unad- 
Tised as to chaunge certainties for uncertainties ; tberfore be would 
wish him take good heede, least otherwise he should intermingle 
the florishing state of his dominions with the causes of king 
Charles almost desperate, and so should rashly revolt from pros- 
peritie to adversitie. With this aunswere thambaasadours were 
dismissed ; but in the meane time king Henry determined to 
make the duke some such busines, as that entangled therewithall 
be shoulde the lesse be able with his forces to ayde the Frenche 
king. And tberfore he sent forthwith secret messengers into 
Flaunders, to stirre up with money Uie heades men of cities to 
innovations, whereunto they were wont of their owne natural! 
disposition to be much inclined. The messengers did their devoir, 
and, for olde acquaintance sake, first assayed the Gantays, but 
they nothing prevfuled, for those people sawe apparently that the 
forreine afiayres of England would dayly decay. These thinges 
were done in the yere of our salvation L435, which yere was 
jobD diike famous by the death of John duke of Bedforde, an exceeding good 
ffl^Md'^ man in time of peace, and in warres most valiant, who dy^ of 
burjed at sicknes at Paris in the woorst time that could be for the common 
wealth. His corps was caried to Roane, and buried in the chiefe 
churche there- 
After the duke of Bedforde, being regent of Fraunce, was dead, 
all thinges fell to nought, so as it might well appere that they 
lacked a Regent, for then the Frenche people, almoste voyde of fere, 
enterprised, not onely to revolt, but openly to take armes against 
thengUsh. And so even at that instant chaunced great alteration 
of thenglish affaires. Howbeit thenglish men did not faint and 
geve over their cause, but by generall assent committed the chiefe 
and principall government to Edmonde duke of Sommprsett and 
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Richard duke of Yorke, in which two all their whole hope was Ths dakea 
reposed. They sent forthwith Robert lord Willoughbie, to Paris, °^y^' 
for succor and ayde of the towne : but king Charles, advaunced ni>da Re- 
wi(h such fortunate successe, after his forces were augmented by p^noe. 
ayde of men from the duke of Burgoigne, sent Arthure, admirall of 
Fraunce, with a good part of his armie to besiege St. Denises, st. DmiM 
hoping verily after the gayning of that towne to bring in subjec- J,*''^. 
tion I^ris also : Arthure did as he was commaunded, he marched Frenche, 
speedily to St. Denises, and within fewe dayes tooke it by force ; ,„^ nuti- 
after which attempt happily atchieved, he proceeded to Paris, of "^^*"°'* 
whose comming, after that the dtizens onderatoode, supposing the jighe and 
time to be nowe come when as they might safely revolt, they set '"'^'J"*^ 
sodenlye with great furie upon thenglish people, and all at once, thekinpof 
aa well men pursued them with weapon through streetes and crosse "' 
wayes as women from windowes and batelmentes of their houses 
cast downe atones and hott water upon their heades. Robert 
lorde Willongtibie was within with garrison, as is before shewed, 
who, contending awhile to appease thenvyoua people, when he sawe 
himselfe not able to withstande, fled into the towre, which is right 
over against the church of St. Anthony. In the meane time 
Arthure, perceaving an uprore to be through the whole towne, ap- 
proched tiie gates, and finding them set wide open very early in 
the morning by the citizens, entered, and by and by assayed to 
assault forceably the place which thenglish men helde, who de- 
fended themselves a fewe dayes valiantly, because they hoped 
nppon reliefe from the dukes of Sommersett and Yorke. But the 
dukes made them no helpe, not knowing that they had drawen 
themselves to that streight, by reason that thenemy so occupied 
and kept all passages, as that they could have no certaine intelli- 
gence : for the rumor of revolt was so vehement, as that they 
thought verily the lord Willoughbie, with all the garrison, eyther 
taken or in so huge tumult and rage of people to be slainc. Wher- 
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fore the lorde WUlonghbie, hopeleBse in the ende of ayde, yeelded 
the place by composition, and repured with his m<n safe to Roaoe. 
And so Paris, the chiefe and prinripall citie in all Fiaunoe, was 
recovered againe by the Frenche, fifteen yeres after it bad been 
brought in sobjectioii of thengUsh nation, which was the yere of 
our salvation 1436. 

After the losse of Paris was divulged abrode throogh Frannce, 
then generally almost all thenglish people utterly foraooke the 
townes beyonde the seas ; they thought, esteemed, and assured 
themselves to have from thenceforth no certaine place of refuge in 
any thereof; no further courage, no poliae, nor any anificient force 
of armie ; which opinion surely, amongst all other men tooke fiiat 
place in the minde of Phillipp duke of Bui^igne : for that he at 
that time, moche moved that king Henry had a little before 
labored the Gantoys and other Flemminges to rebeUion, marched 
forth with a huge and perillous armie to waste and spoyle thenglish 
^^^^j boundes. He came to Caliio, he besieged it, and with all hia forces 
the duke assayed to winne it, and at the same time, deviding his armie, gave 
assault to Guynes, a towne adjoyiung : but the towneamen fortified 
against thenemy, not onely with munition and men, but mudi more 
by nature of the place, defended themselyes with gieat magoani- 
mitie, which thinges when the Burgoignion understoode, esteeming 
that he most goe another way to worke for the compelling of them 
to yeeld then he had b^^n withall, drove this onely drifte, to 
debaire them of all victuall and supplye, whereby he should by 
femine force them to yeelde i and so placing his souldiers all over 
in stacions, he occupied the whole shore : he beatt them with goonn« 
dart, and arrowe, day and night, that not a man durst peepe over 
the wall to annoy his enemy, or yet to make defence. While aa the 
Burgoignion continued the siege in this sort, the duke of Glocester* 
with an armie furnished in all poyntes, made haste out of Englande 
to succour his people. When ihe duke of Burgoigne hearde of 
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hia terrible approche, and that he lay npon thother shore awayting The dak« 

'gojne 



the winde to transport, he tos paat hope of gayning the towne : ° "''' 



and so in Uie dead of the night, forsaking the siege, drewe home- iwuinga of 
varde. The doke of Qlocester was at Callis well early in the Qioatem 
moTTung,and issaingtothe tentes of his enemies^gott great praye: ^jj*"*' 
for they, fearfully forsaking their stations, had lefte part of their TMiwd hit 
cariages of fine force. Afterwarde with annie well arrayed he "**'■ 
proceeded to spoyle the confynes of his enemy, and entering there- 
unto be wasted dl thingea with sworde and fire ; he tooke every 
where great bootie, and he did not onely destroye the fieldes, but 
set fire also uxxin castle and towne. Thus allured with spoyle, he 
marched further forwarde, and with light assault he annoyed 
townes, into the which the rurall people were gathered for feare. 
So finally raging even unto St. Omers without any encounter, he xhe d«ka 
returned with great bootie, first to Callis, and from thence into °^^}^^ 
Englande, After these thinges there was, by persuasion of frendes, in to Eng- 
a treuce treated betwixt king Henry and ihe duke of Burgoigne ^^^ 
for a fewe yeres : which were in the ende concluded with the wife conciqded 
which Phillipp had the same time, for he had three ; and of the ^ g „j 
last called Isabell he begott and lefte behinde him his aonne *« •'"^e of 
Charles. All thinges afterwarde betweene the king of Eng- jstiabii' 
land and the Burgoigne were (by report) done in her name : ^^^J^tT"" 
which may be thought to have been done, for that neytber it 
shoulde be saide that the king of Englande did beleeve the Bur- 
goignion, whom he had approved not long before to be disloyall, 
nor that the Frenche king should have any cause to conceave 
BUBpition when he should understande that tlie trewce was taken 
not with the duke but with his wife, which her busbaode was 
bounde by do lawe to observe. 

During that time, dyed Henry archbisshop of YoAe, unto Tbe datha 
whom succeeded John Chemp, in order of bishopps the fiftie. ^J|||^^.' 
About that time also dyed Eatherine, king Henryes mother, who alum uf 
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- waa interred at Westminster, in the sepulchre of her predeoeasors. 

ther d^' '^^ woman, after the death of her husband, king Henry the f^fth, 
■t thii being but yonge in yeres, and thereby of lease discretion to judge 
OwenTe- ''^** '™' decent for her estate, married one Owen Tyder, a gen- 
ther mu- tleman of Wales, adorned with wonderfull giftea of body and minde, 
rinethe' ~ wbo derived his pedigree from Cadwallider, the last king of 
^dow of Brittons, of whom she conceaved and brought forth three sonnes, 
bad bj her £dmonde, Jaspar, and the thirde, who was a monke of the order of 
s Miui*. g(^ Benet, and lived not longe after, and one daughter, -vtiui was 
Two eiHet "^^^ ^ iioonne. Afterwarde kinge Henry made Edmond earle of 
crwtsd. Richmonde, and Jaapar earle of Pembroke, because they were 
his brothers on his mothers ride. After the death of qneene 
Katherine, the saide Owen was twice committed to warde by the 
duke of Olocester, because be had been so presamptuoua as by 
Oirene T«- marriage with the younge Queene to intermixe his bloudd with 
"* the noble ra«s of kinges, and in the ende was beheaded. His 

Edmonde, earle of Richmonde, begott of Margarete, daughter onto 
the duke of Sommersett,a sonne called Henry, who, as otherwhere 
in place cotiTenient shalbe declared obteyning the kingdome, was 
nominated king Henry the Seventh. The very selfsame time 
Rjehahl B. Richard earle of Warwick dyed at Roane, his body was brought 
^^ ' into En^ande, and buried in a newe churche at Warwicke : also 
^*«*^- James, king of Scottes, intermaried with king Charles by pladng 
Lewei the his daughter Margarete to Lewes, the saide Charles his sonne, and 
fr^ot his "<* '""S James, fbrgetfull of the league which he had made a fewe 
""" "h'" y*"*' before with king Henry, as opportunie served, mustered 
Kjnge of out a newe snpplye of men to goe to his armie, which lay as yet 
l^whter "^ Carleil, and was withdl aboutward to make warre of Englande, 
when as he was sodenly taken by the way; for Ooalter, his uncle, 
of Scottea earle of Atholl, a factions man, and that aspired to the kingdom, 
coon^. ^^^^ ^ conspiracie with certains desperate rebelles, and caused 
ncjg. the king to be killed upon the sodun'e at St. Johnston, which was 



,y Google 



HEKBY THE BIXTH. 63 

wfakli wu no hurt to EDgknde : for, seeing that king James vu 
a passing valiant nun, thoccasion serving, as chaiuiced afterwarde, 
ha would undoubtedly have soourged England croellf daring the 
factious stirre and division betwixt king Henry and £dwarde. 
James, his sonne, the second of that name, succeeded his father, 
who, even from the be^;inning entangled with civill sedition, was 
rather offensive to his owne people then to thenglish, which w« 
will speake of at large and more aptly afterwarde. Nowe was come 
the seventeene yere of king Henries reigne, which was of our sal- 
vation the 1439, when at Westminster, besides London, a par- 1439. 
Uament was called, for the right and fitt establishment of thinges * '^''*' 
concerning as well civill government at home, as the warres abrode, WMtmin- 
in which parliament was aigued, provided for, and enacted many ***^* 
thinges necessary for the warres, and no small number of such 
statutes as were requisite for the state of the common wealth : 
amongst which this was one, that it should not be lawfuU for mer- Mirchant 
chauntes straongers to sell their merchaundises brought into the "^.f^ 
realme to any other then Englishmen, to thende tiiey should not ta hII to 
thereby engrossc and gather into their handes thondy trade thereof, J^J ^"™ 
which lawe is observed at this day as very commodious for the ttibtnen. 
commonwealth. 

In the meane time king Charles, after be had brought in sub- 
jection Paris, and many other places within two yeres before, nowe 
was he in full hope easily to recover Normandie ; for from thence 
he had intelligence that the countrey was geven somewhat to 
•edition, wher^oie he sent Arthure admirall of Frannce, and with 
him John duke of Alanson, with a mightie armie into Normandie. 
They with great speede came to Avianches, and besieged it forth- 
with. That towne is situate upon an hill in that coast of the 
country which butteth upon the British ocean, fortified with high 
woUei, and par^^ly well manned. When thenemy had continued 
siege before the tovne a longe time, beholde, upon the .sodeine. 
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John lorde Talbot, and Thomas eaiie of Dorchester, vith an armie 
well appoynted, came and encamped themselves as neere the ene- 
mies as could be, meaning to provoke them to battaile. The 
Frenche were so fane from taking that offer, as that they fortified 
and kept themselves more straightlye within their trenches, which 
when thenglishmen understoode, removing from thence about a 
mile and better, they choose out a place not very commodious fur 
themselves to fight in, thereby to make their enemies lesae afearde. 
But when tbey could not allure the Frenche to the fielde by that 
meane neyther, they tooke up dieir tentes, and in the view of 
thenemy entered Avranches; from thence they issued, and per- 
ceaving the French without feare to be scattered more lously 
abrode, put them to flight, and the passages being debarred they 
mett with many, whom tfaey slewe in the encounter. At the same 
time another hoste of Frenche men, running rashly a forowe, even 
to the wallea of Roane, were discomfited by Thomas Tirrell. 
Emongst these matters, when as king Charles, notwithstanding 
ao many overthrowes, htle donbted that !t was possible to inter- 
rupt the prosperous course of his proceedinges, yea, dayly looked 
for better successe, beholde, an huge storme hanging over his 
head, so miserable, so wicked, and so fowle, as the woorse thereof 
LewaDol- coi^d not chaunce. For Lewes, king Charles sonne, a yonge 
C^°°f man of monstrous disposition and frowarde condition, seeking 
ooupired soveruntie before his time, conspired with such like as himselfe 
^^' against his &tther ; the heades of which faction were John duke of 

Muriel hii Alanson, and another John, who not many yeres before had suc- 
ceeded to Lewes his father, both dukes of Burbon; and gathering 
an armie, tooke upon him the government of the realme, to rule all 
thinges, not according to his fathers direction, but after his owne 
&ntasie ; which thing when king Charles knewe, though he were 
wrapped in wonderful! dolours, exclaiming that he was borne to 
miserie, for that, as thon^ it had beene but a small matter to 
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have fongbt, thas, many yeres within his owne naliTe soile, with 
stmungeraj vith his owne subjectes for defence of bis royall state 
and dignitie, be should nowe also be forced to fight for soveraintie 
with his owne Sonne. Yet^ being a man of readie witt and great 
courage, as one acquainted with adversitie, be was not utterly dis- 
mayed ; but supposing it best to stay the beginning, before any 
Tiolence should be used against him, he called togetbers bis trastie 
noblemen and councellera, he debberated with them bowe to 
aboonn so great a daunger. The better part thought that it was 
not to beaToyded with warres, but with good councell and lenitie. 
Wherefore, first of all, letters were sent in the name of king 
Charles every waye to the cities, straitly charging and commaund- 
ing that no man should geve eare to his sonnes commaundement } 
then was pardon promised to all the conspiratours ; lastly, grave 
and wiae noble men dealt earnestly with Lewes and the dukes for 
reconciliation of peace ;' and gave plaine demonstration, that to 
contende nowe for the crowne in suche time as waa never more 
troublesome, was nothing else but utterly to overthrow their coun- 
ti«y, which by forreyne enemies was almost destroyed alreadie. By 
this pollicie and persuasions, it came to passe that the conspira- 
tonrs layde armor aside, and were receaved anon into the kinges 
favor. And so this pernitious enterprise, which was bke to have The Dol- 
overtnmed the whole state of the common wealth, was stayed ,^tt^ ^ 
before ever it was put in practise. hUhther. 

Tbenglish men hearing the while of this civill discorde in 
Frannce, renewed Ibe warre with greater courage, and, having 
recovered a few fortes before lost in Normandie, were nowe 
making haste to besiege Paris, when, as besides report of reconcilia- 
tion betweene Lewes and bis father, newes were alao brought that ^^ ^j^^, 
king Charles was gone to besiege Ponthoyse. John lorde Clifforde, oTFtuicb 
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of Yorke and the lorde Talbott, with a mune hoste of choise 
80uldiers, marched thither, and, pighting their tentes nigh unto 
their enemies, offered the battaile; but king Charles, trusting to 
dispatch the matter without fight or hazarde, refused the fielde, 
and, leaving part of his army to continue the siege, removed his 
campe ; whereof intelligence had, the duke of Yorke was also adver- 
tised that the garrison within the towne was of force sufficient to 
defende itselfe, and supposing, therefore, that it should not be 
needfnll for him to rest there any longer, purseweth thenemy, 
and sendeth before the lorde Talbot with horsemen to espye a 
place where he might by anye meane allure the lung to bsttaile ; 
but the king could not be drawen thereunto in that place neytlier; 
and 80 the duke with great spoyle returned to Roane. Emongst 
Atreatye these great troubles of warre, there was, by meane of letters sent 
2^P^^'* from the pope to and fro oftentimes to both the kinges, another 
not ef- treatie of peace dealt in at Callis by ambessadours of both sides, 
which when it could not be concluded upon, the matter was re- 
The dnke furred to another time. About that time was Charles duke of 
ofCM^ix Orleance brought to Callis to be the chiefe maker of that peace, 
out of who dealing like an honourable good man, when there was no 
thMTc be ^*"^^ ™ ^"^ *^ *^* hynderance thereof, was at the last lett home, 
had coDtj- twenty-six yere after that he had been taken in the battaile of 
yearn. Agincourt. Hc WBS all that while deteyned captive because he 
was not able to paye his raunsome, and yet in the ende was not 
deUvered without money neither. In the beginning of the yere 
folowing, the dukea of Yorke and Sommersett, who wanted no 
good will, spared no travaile, nor were negligent in any poynt 
touching their charge, conferring togethers about the warres, re- 
solved that best was to invade in divers places, to thintent that 
when thenemie should be urged to make head against every par- 
ticular invader, the force of the warres should be layde off from 
the boundes of Normandie (for the which they were afearde) unto 
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such time assome happy event might alter the present countenance 
of frowning fortune ; which device truely, considering the time, was 
allowed of all the residue as very provident. And so in the begin- 
ning of the springe Robert lorde Willoughbie was commaunded 
with a great crewe of sonldiers to spoyle the territorie about 
Amiens. Also John lorde Talbot was sent with another companie 
to besiege Diep. Themselves the meane time prepared to destroye 
the boandes of Anjow. When the lorde Willougbbie came unto the 
borders of Amiens, because there should no signe of invasion 
appere, which is chiefly understoude by raising of fire, he there- 
fore forbadd the burning of villages, whereby it chaunced that the 
horsmen came upon the pesantes, fearing nothing, before ever they 
could flye into townes, and killed of them many thowsands. The 
Frenche garrison, who lay in the holdes adjoyning, assembled 
upon thalarme made by reason of the great noyse of rurall people, 
and set forwarde to encounter thenemy; they joyned battaile, and 
the same was for a while mutually mainteyned with great courage ; 
but at the last the Frenche force, daunted with the death of their 
felowes that gave the first charge, turned the backe, whereof part 
were killed in the flight by thenglish men, part spoyled in the 
way by thearle of Saint Paule, who ayded thenglish. More then 
six hundred souldiers of Fraunce were killed with the sworde in 
that conflict. And so the lorde Willoughbie, loden with huge 
praye, returned after this fortunate exploite into Normandie. 
Also the duke of Sommersett drove away great bootie from the 
cities of Britaine. During which season the lorde Talbot mightily 
besieged Diepe, where was day ly skirmishing on both sides; heTbeio, 
pight his tentcs upon an hill, and made generall thereof William Tiibotta 
Poyntes, a carefull man of his charge ; himselfe defended certaine Deeps, 
hastiles, Nowe was the siege prolonged a great while, when in 
fine king Charles sent, to releeve the towne, Lewes his sonne with 
a maine armie. He anon upon his arrivall there tooke on hande 
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to assault the baatiles, where was a cruell conflict. At the firat 

ioncke many ieH on both sides, and many also were sore wounded; 

every man raune to and fro for his advauntage, removing then- 

signes hither and thither; thone laboured to bolde thotber 

straite within the bastiles, thotber to repulse and keepe afarre 

off thenemy. At the last they came to band strokes ; then was 

about the bastiles a sore fight; but in theodo thenglish men 

being expelled, withdrewe themselves into tite campe, and so, out 

of hope to gayne the towne, they raysed the siege, and retired to 

Roane. 

ThengUihe ]n this meane lime, king Charles assailing by force the towoe of 

^^ It St. Selerine, was there of thenglisb powere put to repulse. While 

^"■^^^ this stinre was abrode otherwhere, Pbillipp duke of Buigoigne 

made warre to Peter of Lucenbrowgh, earle of St. Paule, because 

he yet stood and belde of tbengUsh partie, whom the duke eauly 

overcame,and caused, contrary to his fayth and promise geaven unto 

the duke of Bedforde, to joyne with king Charles, which affeebled 

no Utle the force of Englande, Nowe forasmuch aa during this 

time the English affaires were nothing iocunde, and the French 

successe also brought unto themselves slaughter, mayh*me, and 

A tnuM many mischiefs, there was yet another treatie of peace betwixt 

for'is" * the two kinges, which, when it could not be concluded, a trewce 

monthei onely was taken for eightene monthes. Thus the rage of warre 

Engiaod oeased for a while, and king Henry tooke to wife Maigarete, 

■ndPTHwe. <]^ugj,ter to Rhenate duke of Anjow and king of Sidly, a yonge 

rjti Ma- lady exceeding others of her time, as well in beautie as wisedome, 

toUi "dike fiidc'*^ '"'*' *" hault courage above the nature of her sex^ 

of AnjoQ according as her noble actes (whereof we will treate in place con- 

of SicU^ venient) have manifestly declared. During this season also cer- 

taine English captaines returned into Englande, desirous to see 

A parlu- their countrey, children, and wives, and also for the preparing of 

noned^' newe supplye to £11 upp the baudes of their olde armie. And so 
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not longe after kinge Henry held a parliameat, wfaerdn many and 
divers consultations were had as concerning preparation for warres, 
which in the ende every man thought meete to be foreseene, inso- 
much it was apparent that the Frenche king was wholly bent, im- 
mediately after the trewce ended, to renewe the same, wherefore 
it was enacted, that money should be levied, and souldiers mus- 
tered : but the meaoe while to gratifie the people, a priviledge was 
graunted, that when a quarter (which is a kinde of measure] of j^ ^ete 
wheate is solde for S». 8d., rye for fowre, barley for three, and not **>' '""" . 
above, that it should be lawfull for every man to bye and transport oome. 
those grunes beyond the seas, so that it were not to the kinges 
enemies. This Act was afterwards confirmed by king Edwarde 
the Fourth as profitable for the common wealth. 

These thinges thus ordered, such provision was made for the 
establishment of the realme as that it might appere the king &om 
thenceforth would have more care for the common atilitie then for 
any one mans profits. Lastly, it was enacted, that certaine noblemen 
should be exalted in honor at the kinges pleasure, whom I finde to 
b»Te been Hum&ey StaBbrde, and Henry, sonne of RJcharde, of 
whose ende we have before remembred, earles of Warwicke, whereof Creairon 
thone remayned earle of Warwicke, thother was created duke of '*'**^''*' 
Buckingham ; also Thomas earle of Dorchester, and William earle 
of Suffolke were both twaine made marquises : but William not 
long after was created duke. Also John earle of Huntington was 
made duke of Exeter. I finde moreover, that John lorde Talbot, 
who had so well deserved of his countrey, was made earle of 
Shrewsbury. In that assemble the duke of Gloucester, foresdng An oratjon 

within himself that in continuance there would be alteration of ^*^' V . 

the dnfce of 

thinges which would appall the courage of men very much, made Qioatcre. 
a long oration, persuading all men to enderour themselves dutifully 
for defence of the common wealth, because he knewe assuredly 
that thenemies sought time and oportunitie to beguile and deceave, 
wherefore he thought it not meete to tary unto thende of the 
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trewce shonlde approche. These thinges did the duke instill into 
the heades of thaudience, rather to suppresae the presumptuous 
boldnes of some, whom I suppose he conjectured would inces- 
santly seeke his deaths then for that he mistrusted the Frenche 
fidelitie, who, weried with continuall bloudsbed, were bs loth a 
good while before as thenglish men were to have the like any 
longer. But good councell could not profits perverse and wicked 
mindes. This was the yere of our salvation 1445 ; in the which 
Henry Chicheley, archbisshop of Canterbury dyed, xxix. yeres after 
he had sitt in that see. This sage father, perceaving well that the 
dispositions of men were by learning principally holpen to attaine 
unto, and reverentlye embrace vertue, had more care of nothing 
then to procure that his countrymen of Englande might become 
learned ; wherefore be builded two colledgea at Osforde, wherein 
he placed two companies of scbollers studious of learning, and gave 
possessions for the reliefe of them that should applye learning; 
thone whereof was dedicate to the memorie of All Soules, thother 
to St. Bernard ; as two sure pillers of all vertues, the exercise 
whereof is at this day fervently frequented in these two houses, 
insomuch that neyther labour nor ezpence of the founder hath 
been spent in vaine. To this Henry succeeded John StaSbrde, 
in order of bisshops the three score and one. But let us come to 
the civill dissensions. 

While that the trewce continued, though there lacked nothing at 
home for the which men needed to be continually csrefull in 
minde, yet, by meane of a woman, sprange up a newe mischiefe 
that sett all out of order. King Henry was a man of milde and 
plaine-dealing disposition, who preferred peace before warres, 
quietnes before troubles, faonestie before utilitie, and leysure before 
busines ; and, to be short, there was not in this world a more pure, 
more honest, and more holye creeture. There was in him honest 
shamfastnes, modestie, innocencie, and perfect patience, taking all 
humane chances, miseries, and all afflictions of this life in so good 
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part as though he had justly by some his offence deserved the 
same. He ruled his owne affections, that he might more easily rule 
his owne subjectes ; he gaped not after riches, nor thirsted for 
honor and worldly estimation, but was carefuU onely for his 
soules health ; such thingea as tended to the salvation thereof 
he onely esteemed for good ; and that very wisely ; such againe 
as procured the losae thereof he only accompted evilL On 
thother side, Margaret his wife, a woman of sufficient fore- 
cast, very desirous of renowne, foil of policie, councell, comely 
behaviour, and all manly qualities, in whom appeared great 
witt, great diligence, great heede, and carefulnes : but she was 
of the kinde of other women, who commonly are much geven and 
very readie to mutabilitie and chaunge. This woman when she Qomq 
perceaved the king her husbande to doo nothing of his owne head ^'^S"^ 
but to rule wholly by the duke of Glocestera advise, and that him- tonrds ihe 
self tooke no great heede nor thought as concerning the govern- ojo^ten 
ment, determined to take upon her that charge, and by litle and goveme- 
litle to deprive the duke of that great authoritie which he had ; least 
■he also might be reported to have litle witt, who would suffer her 
husbande being now of perfect yeres to be under another mans 
government. And so this Margarete labored soone after to bring 
to passe thatwhtch she had purposed. But after that this woman 
had once enterprised the matter of her owne will and disposition, 
there were forthwith a companye readie to sedition, prompt to use 
violence, and very meete to make miscbiefe and slaughter ; who, Tha doke 
seeking to stirre upp envie againste the duke of Glocester, did jojng^"" 
urge forwarde, exhort, and perswade her, to looke into the reve- looked 
newes of the Crowne, to call for an accompt thereof, and so should * 
she well understande that the duke had used the same, not for 
the common wealth, but for his owne private commoditie. The 
king of Sicile also did no litle egge on his daughter Margarete, 
that she and her husbande should assume the government. With 
these persuasions the queene incensed, taketb on hande with her 
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hnsbaod king Henry to rule the realme. And though the same 
could be accompted nothing els but (as tbe olde proverbe is) to 
till the groande inth an oze and an asse, yet did she with great 
baultines nndei^ that charge^ wbo firste of all other thinges did 
not onely cleere sequestre the duke of Glocester from dealing in 
pablike affaires, but also afterwarde thought bim unworthie to be 
protected from thinjurye of his enemyes : for not longe after divers 
^^ki^ noble men conspired agunst the duke, and appeached him of 
■Mohed sundry criminall offences, but principally for ihat he had caused 
^^^^ certaine condemned persons to be executed more greevonsly then 
the lawe of Englande appoynted : for the duke being a severe man, 
because be was skillfuiU in the lawe which is called civill, and 
caused malefactors to be sharply corrected, procured thereby 
against bimselfe the hatred of ungratious people, who feared due 
punishment for tbeir mischievous and naughtie factes. Wbat 
shall we say, that even at this day tbe common lawyers, when 
their pleasure is to find some detestable &ult with the civill lawe> 
which the more they be ignorant of in that the more they hate it, 
bring forth this example of severitie, as though sharpe punishment 
of offenders stoode not with tbe profite of the common wealthe, and 
aa thoogh greater fault did not reqtiire greater torment. Notwitfa- 
atanding that the duke answered sndi matters as were laide 
against him with great commendation, yet, because his death 
was alreadie determined, he nothing helped his cause, saving 
that be was somewhat lesse greeved in rainde, when as hearby 
it fell out that he neyther knewe of bis condemnation nor 
prefixed time of death : for the conspiratonrs were affeared least it 
should cause some uprore amongst tike people, if that a man so 
well beloved of the comminaltie should be put to deatii openlye, 
Aptriia* and therefore determined to execute bim tmawares. And so a 
D«sed at parliament was sommoned in the kinges name to be bolden at 
Bjitjo. thabbey of Bury, whither at the day appoynted repaired the noble 
men, and among them the duke of Olocester, who was taken 
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sodenl; the night folowing and stranguled, the woorat example that ^"J^.*"''" 
ever was hearde of ; all his retinevr were committed immediatly: but ler mar- 
after he waskilled, never one of them suffered, onely divers of them, 
to aggravate their reproche, were brought to the place of execution, toUowen 
and straite waye pardoned. The dukes corps was had to the abbey ?™- 
of St Albones, and there interred. By these pemitious practises jtt noM 
of his enemies was this noble duke overthrowen, xxv. yeres after zj^i^j 
that he had governed this lande. Thus may we see that (as Cicero a mod 
saith) to them which be in authoritie, neither court, the chiefe ^J"f "* 
helpe of all men, neyther house, the common refuge of every man, 
no nor bed, wherein we are to take our rest, is voyde from the perill 
of death. But it seemeth, that the title of Glocester geven unto The «a- 
earles and dukes for honors sake hath been fetall, and foreshewed „f!fi^i^' 
the destruction of them who should enjoy it, forasmuch as, before ofti" tjito 
this Humfrey, Hugh Spencer, and Thomas of Woodstocke sonne to t«r. 
Edwarde the Thirde, thone earle, thother duke of Glocester, 
ended their lives by miserable violence : also, after them, king 
Richard the Thirde, duke of Glocester, was slaine in battaile within 
the realme ; so that the title thereof may as well be applyed pro- 
verbially unto unfortunate personages as sometime was Seianes 
horse. But againe to the matter. After that the rumour of the 
dukes death was spredd abrode, many were sodenly aatonied with 
feare, others utterly abhorred the fact, so much was it thought to 
all men an outragious and extreme crueltie. But surely the com- 
mon wealth sustained thereby most losse, the stay whereof de- 
pended upon no man so much at that very time as upon him 
alone, which was apparent by the event of matters folowing : for 
surely after the shamefull slaughter of this duke good men for- 
sooke the court, in whose places succeeded such for the most part 
as, seeking themselves for the soveraintie, opened the gate easily 
to newe hctions and division. 

The yere folowing, which was the 1447 of our salvation, dyed 
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Hrnirj wr- Henry the cardinall bisshop of Winchester, who was the onely 
Wincbes- man by whose high wisdome and puissant wealth king Henry 
ter died, flight have been so supported that, all feare sett aside, he might 
without doubt hate continued in perpetuall peace at home. And 
Wainflete yet it was thought that William Wainflete, who succeeded him in 
lorde chan- j],g bisshopricke of Winchester, was able to supplye the great 
Gncluidc. losse which king Henry had susteyned by reason of bis death : 
for that man, because of his upright administration of justice aad 
prudence, was long time lord chancellor of England. Amongst 
many of his notable deedes this one was above the residue most 
excellent : that be, to thende his countrey might more and more 
daylye abounde with learned men, builded at Oxforde a collie for 
suche as shoulde be geven to learning, in a very fitt and large place, 
and gave thereunto possessions, the revenewes wbereof might 
mainteyne them with sufficient livelyhode : the woorke was dedi- 
MiryMsg- cated to St. Mary Magdalene, that like as that good woman re- 
coLedg freshed sometime the feete of Christe with sweete oyntment, so 
foonded. ^gj,g being the patrones of that place) good wittes might be there 
fed perpetually with the heavenly licoure of learning, which of 
them there is doone with diligence. But as touching the parlia- 
ment which was appoynted for the woorking of the saide wicked 
traine, after the horrible murther committed, there was in the 
same no matter debated woorthie of meroorie, save that William 
The duke marquise of Suffolke was made duke, who was increased with that 
"twEMt""" "^'g"'*^'^ because (as after was manifest) he had beene the prind- 
pall contriver of that develish devise, to kill the said duke of 
A labiedje Glocester. He was chief author also that a sore subsidie was set 
*"" upon the people, whereat all men rather inwardly grudged then 

openly withstoode, because they Ionised to be out of that place 
where such heynous attempt had been perpetrate and done : for 
when as the better part of noble men thought themselves nowe 
berefte of free speeche in parliament, all, by and by, partly op- 
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pressed with dolor, partly having brought to passe their practises, 
departed home, and so tbassemble was dissolved. 

While this stirre was in Eaglande, Frandsce, an Arragonoys, a 
knight of Normandie, of singular vertue, and very serviceable, 
who had alway taken part with Englande, tooke, by stealth, from 
Fnuicisce duke of Britaine, and spoyled the towne of Foun- Fiigtrat. 
gi^s, adjoyning upon Normandie, and very riche with the wealth 
of the olde inhabitauntes ; after which damage receaved, the duke 
advertised Charles the Frenche king of thinjurye done unto him ; 
and, because the trewce yet continewed, besought the king to de- 
maunde ^aine of thenglish men that which the Arragonoys had 
thus reft, contrary to right, for that he was on his side. When king 
Charles had heard the dukes complaint, he dispatched, forthwith, 
ambassadonrs to the duke of Soommersett, requiring restitution of 
Fougiers, and of the spoyle taken during the trewce. Whereunto 
the duke of Soommersett aunswered, that he liked not of thattempt, 
because it was done both without his and the kinges commaunde- 
ment. But if king Charles would sende ambassadours to Loviers, -towrt"""' 
he would likewise sende thither some grave personages to treate 
of restitution : thambassadours mett at the place, and conferring 
togethers, adjudged that Fougiers, with the goodes, was to be 
restored, and the damages to be recompenced ; which to doo 
Frauncisce denayed, and laide many reasons for his defence. 
Finally, when the Frenche ambassadours demaunded againe the 
goodes and possessions of their confederates ; and the Englishe 
affirmed, that it was not in their power to restore that which ano- 
ther man helde in possession ; and moreover, to avoid blame, pro- 
mised, that if the Frenche king would require the premisses of the 
saide Fraunces by force of armes, they would not defende him : 
the meeting brake up without redresse or conclusion made. In the 
mesne while the Frenche men, who, according to their Iiott and 
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fierce nature, kest in minde bb well howe to be revenged of that 
wronge as by what meane they might procure restitution unto their 
confederates, tooke, by treason, Pountlarche, letting goe thenglish 
garrison, who, fearing no such matter, were surprised upon the 
sodaine. And thus was the trewce broken, and warres begonne 
* agiune. And yet because the dealing therein caned the color ra- 
ther of injurie apert, than of any subtill sleight, the duke of Soom- 
mersett beganne to demaunde of the Frenche king restitution of 
Pountlarche, not by armes, hut by ambassadours ; bat he aun- 
swered that Pountlarche should be restored, so that Fougiers were 
restored to the duke of Britaine. Howbeit, king Charles his drift 
appeared shortly afterwarde, who, when he understoode the state 
of England, after the death of the duke of Gloucester, to he voyde 
of councel], and to bume with sedition, conceaved in minde, that 
within short while he should be able to recover Normandie : 
wherefore he determined not to slipp any part of that good lucke 
and oportunitie, but to take time while time served. Wherefore 
he devided and sent out his forces three severall wayes all at once, 
and the fome of his former successe somewhat furthering the vie- 
MaitttiiMt. torie, he brought into his obedience within fiewe dayes, by compo- 
l'*""^- sition, Mante and Lysieux, though not without losse of some of his 
souldiers. The which exploite fortunately finished according to hia 
owne desire, king Charles, advauuced both in courage and force, 
riraoM. with earnest affection also of the armie, assayeth to winne by 
Vemon be- assault Vemon, where, though thinhabitauntes were much dis- 
the mayed with this sodaine attempt, yet, trusting to the garrison and 

Frenche. hoping of reliefc, they encouraged one another, and made resist- 
ance a good while with great valour : but after that ayde was dif- 
ferred, contrary to their expectation, and longer than any of them 
would have weened, they were forced to covenant with thenemy, 
that if reliefe were not sent before a day certainly prefixed, so that 
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the English garrison might depart with bag and ba^age, they The ae^s - 
would yeeld. At whiche instant the duke of Soommersett came, the duki of 
upon knowledge whereof king Charles raysed his siege. ^'"^" 

Thus when as the warre so sodenly renewed before thende of 
the treuce, then the whiche a greater mischiefe could not hare 
chaunced, was of itself matter ynough to trouble the heades of the 
English captaines, besides that also the sodaine revolting of people 
hindered them so, as they were not able to relieve their afflicted 
state ; for surely, while they prepared to succoure one citie, three or 
foure, folowtng fortune, f^ from them to thenemy. The cause 
wherof sprang especially for that the same was alreadie spreade 
over all Fraunce, that since the death of the duke of Glocester 
the people of Englande were, by factious division of the nobility, 
diversly affected, and that William of a marquise lately made 
duke of Suffolke, with divers others, who (as afterwarde plainely 
appered,) were principall procurers to murther the duke of Glo- 
cester, did so molest, oppress, and with innumerable discommo- 
dities afflict the commonaltie of Englande, for tbezacting and 
gathering togethers of money, as that the mindes of men were not 
set upon forreine warre, but vexed above measure howe to repell 
private and domesticall injuries, and that therefore neyther pay for 
the souldier, nor supplye for tharmie were, as neede required, put in 
readines; which mischiefes while the king gave no great regard 
unto, neyther that Margarete his wife, who, notwithstanding she 
bad the government of the whole realme, was able to redresse ; 
thereupon undoubtedly it came to psase that, after it was knowen 
in what case the state of England stoode, both thenemy gathered 
hart, and the Normanes and Aqnitanes were so farre discouraged, 
that, hopelesse of all ayde, they contended who might first revolt 
to the Frenche. Therefore within fewe dayes after the bruit of so 
great debilitie was blowen through Fraunce, the Frenche men Stnnl 
gained, almost with no busines at all^ Constans, Gysors, Castle- ^^^ ^ 



,y Google 



HIRTOaiK OF ENGLAND. 



ToltBd to galiarde. Saint Lo, Fescant, Alanson, Newcastle, and in Gfasocugny 
¥nii^f° Manlisson, with the caatles thereof, being yeelded in thende by 
tbengtish men themaelves, who, compelled by sodaine revoltinges 
of the people, had retired thereinto. They tooke also by like 
happ and auccesse the towne of Roane. This towne the dake of 
Soommersett, and lorde Talbot, with other captaines of warfare, 
defended for a while very valiantly and constantly, and would 
without doubt have repulsed the present perill, if they had not 
been more troubled to conserve the people in obedience then 
to resist thenemy, who, notwithstanding seeking time inces- 
santly to betray the towne, as soone as ever opportunitie served 
to worke the feate, could be ruled by no meane, but receaved the 
Frencbe within the towne. Which thing once knowen, the cap- 
taines and garrison fledd into the castle. Here they helde them- 
selves a fewe dayes, ever now and then annoying the towne with 
shott : finally, both hope of ayde and victuall feyling, they were 
forced to covenant with thenemy for safetie, and so departed to 
Cane, which David Hanle, the capt^ne thereof, a valliant and 
poUitike warrier, kept with strong warde and watche. After these 
tbinges the Frenche men, pursuing the victorie, and imboldened 
Har^flori. by fame of their atchieved enterprises, set forward to Hareflore, 
ThoDui and endeavoured to besiege it : Thomas Curson, a man of hanlt 
optm of courage, was captaine of the towne, who, notwithstanding he hearde 
lUareflorc. ^f j^g heavie event of Roane, was no whitt dismayed, but at the 
firste assault destroyed many his enemies, which rashly assayed 
with ladders to scale the walles. Aftervarde the Frencbe man, 
warned with his own losse, made trenches, planted bis ordinance, 
and battred the town continually. So the siege many dayes pro- 
longed, when that Curson sawe no succours sent from his owne 
nation, he iefte the towne to the Frenche. Not long after kii^ 
Charles arrived, and setting upon Haredew, another towne by the 
sea coast, on this mde the river of Seyne, receaved it by compo- 
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sition. So tone horn meane is fortune, who eyther hvooreth or 
persecuteth too vehemently. While this stirre wba otherwhere, 
Thomas Tirrell, having receaved anewe but very selender sup- 
plye of soiildieni out of Englaode, tooke od hande to besiege the 
towne of Liaeauz, whereof he was master within a while, and, 
placing garrison therein, made haste towardes Cane, to joyne with 
Mathew Gough, who as we have before shewed, was taken at the 
siege of the castle of St. Selerine, and had a litle before redeemed 
himselfe, that they two togetbera might somewhere encounter with 
thenemye, who was reported to be going to Cane, before he sfaotdd 
come thither. But in that voyage himselfe, alone enterprising the 
very same day to joyne battaile with part of bis enemies that he mett 
by channce, was, after much slaughter on both sides, put to flight : Hodh 
tiiother part of the French armie was alreadie arrived at Cane, which, Ji^^L"* 
because the discomfiture of Tirrel aforesaide had cutt off the citizens i«i>r du- 
from all hope of reliefe, was within fewe dayes after yeelded upon 
composition that the duke of Soommersett, who was in the castle, 
with the residue of Englishmen, should have free hbertie to depart. 
Uppon like condition also was yeelded the towne of Baieuz, and Fa- 
loyse : but in the yeelding of Faloyse, over and besides the safetie 
graunted unto thenglishmen, the lorde Talbot, and all that were 
therein, were permitted to depart with armour, bsigg and baggage : 
forasmuch as the Frenche men of an olde custome do boast and 
bragge, that their renowme and fame resteth not in golde and silver, 
but in dominion and conquest of the whole earth. ' By reason of mmdi^i^ 
which matters the remnant of Normans, all doubt sett aside, "ntjecdon 
yeelded, by ambassadours, into the obeysance of king Charles, so of Fnmcc, 
that thonely castle of Chirrbrowhe, scituate upon the sea coast, ^^^^ 
remayned English. Thither lastly came the Frenche men, and after brcwghe, 
a fewe skirmishes thereabout they receaved the same also by com- "^ ^^ 
position. The dukes of Soommersett and Yorke with the rest of '"''*^ ^J 
tharmie marched into Aquitaine, to helpe the decayed state thereof Frenche. 
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also. Thus lost king Henry &U Norm&ndie, thirtie yeres after his 

fother Henry the 5th had hy armes recovered the same, which was 

l4St. the yere of our salvation 1451, and the xxisth yere of his reigne. 

ThB «eci. About thende of the same yere departed this life Fraunoes duke of 

the dqkei Brittaine, without yssue, by whose practises, as is even at this day 

of Brit- reported, his brother Gyles, a very noble man, was pat to death. 

Peter, another brother, succeeded him in possessions; but he 

. briedy bereft of life, Arthure his uncle was made duke ; and he, 

within two yere after, dyed of disease, without yssue, whereby 

thinheritance descended to Fraunces the sonne of his brother 

Richard. 

After the conquest of Normandie, king Charles omitted no time 
that fitt was for the warres, knowing very well that the fortune of 
warre was often variable and subject to cbaunge, and therefore 
aasoone as might be conducted his armie into Aquitaine, which he 
reduced into hia obeysaunce without much labour ; for when the 
tame of the towne of Roane lost came unto their eares, even then 
mistrusting the forces of thenglish affaires, they seemed to foresee 
that they should be compelled to come under subjection of the 
Frenche. Although the dukes after their coming thither ceased 
not to fortifie holdes, to supplye the decayed crewes of souldiers, 
to exhort the people that they would remayne obedient and duti- 
full ; also both byoften letters and messengers to geve intelligence 
unto king Henry concerning the hazarde of losing that province, 
and to require' ayde, yet none came out of Englande. Whereby it 
fell out that the Aquitanes, seing aftenvarde before their eyes 
thenemy readie, as well to invade forceably as also to spoyle the 
countrey, while that every man for himselfe regarded nothing els 
but to defende bis owne private fieldes, townes, and possessions at 
home, were in that respect more negligent and fearful! to make 
preparation for warre, least by resistance they might cause their 
great losse. Tet thenglish nation, who of their owne naturall dis- 
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position are wont not to geve over, no not even at the veiy death, 
endevoored with tooth and najrle to avert that adverse fortune ; 
for seii^ that many of their people did revolt to the Frenche, and 
tiiat those of Cardeoz beganne alreadie to be aeditioos, they en- 
countered with tbenemy hy the way as he came and fought a 
fielde not Carre from the towne, which was mainteyned manfully, 
but in the ende, oppressed with multitude, they were discomfited. 
Many truely were killed, but some also taken ; yea, of the Frencbe, 
who were twise so many in number, were wanting tenn thousand, 
who therfore lease pursued thenemy, contenting themselves with 
that victory though very blouddy, whereby finally they wanne all ' 
Aquitune ; for the forces and puissance of Englande were so 
wasted with this overthrowe, that assoone as the cities adjoyning 
hearde thereof, they sent forthwith to treate with the Frenche of 
submission, and not longe after yeelded in very deede. After that 
Bonrdeaux was recovered, Baione, the last of all the cities in 
Aquitane, came under the subjection of Fraunce. The English- 
men that were left alive, oppressed with so great calamities, made 
Te{^re unto their shipps, under the conduct of the dukes of Soom- 
meraett and Torke. Heare, when thenemy, who was glad of their 
departure, did nothing tu^ nor hinder them, they prepared for . 
passage ; and so, after the redemption of captives, they tooke 
shipping, lowsed forthwith, and with prosperous winde returned 
into Englande. Thus was Aquitane lost, about 299 yeres after 
that Henry the Second bad receaved the possession thereof in the AqnituiM 
name of dowrie of Aleonore his wife, as we have before mentioned l«te » th« 
in the twelfth booke, wbich was the yeare of our Lorde 1153, and hiring ^' 
222 yeres after that king Henry the Thirde bad recovered the same ''^|!^li|L 
of Philip the Fatre, king of EYannce, being taken from John, his to EngUud 
father, a little before. This yere, wherein thenglish nation lost **' !»"•■ 
their dominion in Aquitane, was the yere of our Lord God 1452. 1453, 
And as for these victories, so valiantly atchieved by king Charles> 
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tbey are (as ia &ppar&nt) to be attributed not so muche to the 
force as the fabhood of the Frenche. For tniely the force of Eng- 
lande was not so brre spent at that time, but that it had been 
puissant ynougfa to mainteyne warre ; howbeit the dayly revolting 
of people who were eviU affected towardes that nation was suche 
as no force could snfEse ; for surely there were, even from the be- 
ginning, who wonld say that one consideration was to be had of 
dUzens, another of the residue, and thereby concluded that none 
was to be had of stranngers ; whereby it came to passe that the 
common societie of ntankinde was broken, and a certain naturall 
hatred mutually bred of it selfe in both peoples. This venime, 
therefore, hath already a good while since infected much people, so 
as that (to be aileut of others] it cannot be brought to passe by 
any means that a Frenche man borne will much love an Englishe 
man, or, contrary, that an English will love a Frenche man ; such 
is the hatred that hath spronge of contention for honor and empire ; 
and that (as we have before declared} hath been these many yeres 
increased by mutuall bloudshed and slaughter, wherefore this was 
the very cause of thutter mine that came to thengtiah afiairea be- 
yonde the seas. But Charles, the lanteme light and mightie 
emperor, was thonely man who by martiall prowesae restored 
the corps of his common wealth, and by right of armea augmented 
Thednkeo(t^« same. When forreine warre was finiahed, intestine division 
Su'fo"'" began to revive } for a great part of the nobilitie fretted and fumed 
TCTiHr, bnt for the evill handling of matters in Fraunce : one sort laide the 
^■^'^'^ fault upon another, and all generally detested and cursed above 
ae duke of measure William duke of Suffolke as thutter confusion and de- 
'' struction of his conntrey, that he had lavished out the common 
treasure, that be had not geven paye to the souldier, that he had 
not caused snpplye to be sent to tharmye, that he had made the 
court voyde of good councellours, whereby he might rule all as 
himselfe list. By meane of these rumours it came to passe, that 
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the commonaltie in great ^uye accused duke William and all his 
faatours for the death of the duke of Glocester, and for robbing 
of the common treasurie, and openly required that be might be 
punished ; which vben the queene did see^ fearing sedition, she 
dealt Tith the king, that, for pacifying of the multitude, the duke 
might be committed, which was done accordingly. But within 
fewe dayes after, the queene, supposing that the common people 
were satisfied with such kinde of ignominie as the duke was thus 
put unto, commaunded him to be delivered out of warde, and 
placed in as high fevor with the king as ever he was before; 
whereat the commonaltie in a rage begann to exclame more then 
at the first, saying that it was a wickednes intollerable to suffer a 
man convict of so many mischefes to remaine in the court, or to 
be had in any reputation ; which, after the king hearde, then 
finally perceaving it was no boote Further to dissemble the matter, 
be first punished the &utours and adherentes to the saide duke ; 
then he commaunded the duke togoe in exile, upon such intent that HHdnkeof 
when the rage of the commonaltie should be appeased he might ^^^j 
call him home againe, because the queene could not well spare and killed 
him out of her sight: but tbe ungratious man, that so well de-j,^^_ 
served death, could be saved by no meane ; for when he tooke 
shipping, and directed his course into Fraunce, he waa sodenly 
taken and killed of bis enemies. And so this William (as meete is 
to beleeve) receaved from Ood due deserved punishment, who, 
besides many other fowle foctes, waa reported to have practised the 
duke of Glocestera death, that by suche meane thinnocent bloud 
of thone might at the last be revenged with slaughter of tbother. 
But when William duke of Suffblke was deade, peace could no 
whitt the better be preserved, by reason of civill dissension, the 
beginning whereof spronge through contention of factions, aa 
before is saide, which alway have been and ever will be more hurt- 
full to common wealthes then forreine warre, tlten famine, at 
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sicknea ; -wheretmto the Kentish people were most prone, ax well 
for that they can hardly beare injaries, as for that they are desirous 
jackeCidci of noveldes ; for whether it were by instigation of Richard duka 
Tcbeiijou. of Yorke, who, aspiring to the crowne, soi^ht to make innorations, 
bis poUicie tendyng to this ende, that by occauon of disoorde 
amongst the commons he might procure himselfe authoritie, and 
become the head of some one faction, or els that they were de- 
sirous to revenge injuries done unto them, especnally by the kinges 
officers, so it was they tooke weapon in hande, made one John, 
by surname Cade, their captaine, and gathering a great power to- 
gethers, marched towardes London, whither as soone as they 
approched, they incamped themselves upon the next hill there- 
unto. Here, consulting deeply upon the matter, certaine were 
chosen to present their supplication full of complaints unto the 
king, and to declare, that there thassemble in this forceable 
maner was for the libertie of their countrie, against certaine his 
counsellours, who molested his people with intoUerable exactions 
of money; and if it might please him to cause them be dulye 
punished, they were readie to laye weapon apart. The kin^ 
thinking it unmeete to geve audience to the messengers of this re- 
bellious rowte, but rather with speede to represse the fory of their 
Sr. Horn, inraged commotion, sent forthwith against them Humfrey Stafford, 
ford MDte knight, with a choyse bonde of men, upon whom they gave charge 
*'b 1^' *^* ^^ ^^ came, and at the first encounter put him to flight After 
Cade. which happy attempt they allured unto them on every side, in 

hope of spoyle, an huge number, as well citizens as countrey people, 
and so together in warlike maner marched towardes London, 
wbeiinto they entered at the first without any harme doing ; but 
LcndoD. afterwarde, moved by covetousnes, they spoyled the houses of cer- 
taine wealthie citizens ; and yet, because they would not be re- 
ported to seeke after spoyle, diey gave out, that the same was 
done in revenge of wronges committed by the said citizens. Bat 
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that dealing tnmed in the end to their owne damage; for many of 
good calUng, who were privily well pleased with that rebellion, in 
hope of some reformation that might growe thereby, when they 
saw the Kentish men foil to spoyle the towne, fearing what might 
chaunce to themselves, they thought it not meete to expect any 
longer the event of that furious enterprise. But all this while 
that the Kentish commons raged with crueltie upon the citizens, j^j^^ g, 
none went about to withstande them before that John Saye, lorde i^rdi ^r"*- 
treasurer of England, with sundry other gentlemen, were beheaded. Engiuici 
Then Thomas Chalton, lorde maior of the citie, and the sheriffes, withoaoret 
Thomas Caninge and William Huline, determining by one means bedded bj 
or other to make head against so great mischiefe, levied quickly '■ 
a migbtie force of souldiers, and because John, captaine of the HniiBu, 
commons, kept his men beyonde Temmes, at the village of St, 
Geoi^e, in the subnrbes, and thither repaired himselfe every night, 
therfore, under the conduct of Mathew Gough, they set npon the 
rebells about midnight, and tooke the bridge, killing the watch and 
warde thereof. But they founde the Kentish men not unprovided, 
for as soone as they, who for feare lay in armour both day and 
night, understoode by clamor of their company that the citizens 
were upon the bridge, by and by they russhed upon them, and the 
fight was forthwith fierce and cruelL After that Mathew Oough 
sawe the Kentish men make mightie resistance otherwise then he 
would have weened, he anon advised his folkes no farther to pro- 
ceede, but onely contended to keepe the place which he had taken 
untill it were day, that the rest of the citie, hearing the noyse, bridn Ond 
might certainly know to what place they should resort for reheving bj the 
of their felowes ; but the commons so forceably preasscd upon, " '' 

that the dtizena were compelled first to geve a htle grounde, and 
after, with great slaughter, to forsake the bridge. The Kentish 
men anone supplied their places, and being masters of the bridge, 
Jet fiire on bodi udes iu the houses boilded thereupon. Then 
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might one beholde a lamentable sight, for some flying the fire, 

ranne headlong upon the weapons of their enemies, to their ovne 

destruction ; other, alas, with horrible shrieks and cryes, were sof- 

focate in the flame ; many, moreover, valiantly fighting, were killed 

Mathova in the conflict it selfe, and amongst them Mathew Qough, a man 

^°^~' of passing prowesse, very dutifull to his countrey, and of great re- 

nowme in martiall afiaires, who had served beyond the seaa with 

great commendation more than twentie yeres ; bat finally, such 

was the channce, that he who was invincible in ao many conflictes 

with forreyne enemies, was, in the ende, of his owne countrymen 

rewarded with death. But when the king perceaved that the 

Kentish people could not be subdued by force, thinking to pacifie 

nodoB tbem by lenitie, he proclamed pardon to all tbem that were in that 

^odaymed rebellion, John Cade, their captmne, onely except, who being the 

nbelli ex- head of that heynoas enterprise the fact of it selfe would by no 

^[^^,^ meane suffer unpunished : whereupon the people, as baving that 

which they desired, hasted home immediately with t^e spoyle they 

had gotten, leaving their captaine, who was taken soone after, and 

lost his life for hia labour. 

When this insurrection in Kent was pacified, soone after, ano- 
ther more perilous rose upon the sodaine, which much more sub- 
verted the forces of the common wealth ; for as the body which 
hath been recovered of infirmitie is more extreme sick when by 
resydivation it falletb downe againe, so the common wealth, when 
after the ende of warres beyond the seas, and of this Kentish com- 
motion, the same fell againe into intestine division, was more ve- 
mchud hemently afflicted. For lUchard duke ot Yorke, who aspired to 
Y^ke Mtt ^^ soveraintie, trusting to that title, whereby, as we have befor« 
onfbotc hii described in the life of king Richard the second, thinh«itance of 
die'mwinie. the kingdome was to descend onto the house of Yorke, after be 
perceaved that the rebellion in Kent had with the rage thereof 
nothing prevailed, then enterpri^g to attempt and practise 
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greater matters, begann to confemi his newe devises -with Thomas 
Courtney earle of Devonshire, and Edward Brooke, a man of a 
shupe witt, how he might, without note of treason, obtiune the 
same. And because Edvard duke of Soomraersett was tbonely 
man living at that day, who, by watcbfulnes, care, and perills, 
which he did often undertake, and also by good advise, supplied 
the part of a good connoeller, who also principally desired to have 
the realme delivered from factions, the king safe, and all things 
qmet; the duke of Torke, therefore, not doubting but thother 
would vithstande his purpose and practises, determined to pushe 
at lum, that eytber he might be brought to utter confusion, or els 
in hatred of the common people, and euvie of the nobilitie. And 
BO he made haste with all diligence to gather an armie, to allure 
nnto him most lively yonthes, promising to reward them with 
great matters ; and fa>ecau8e be should not seeme to practise any 
thing against the king, he published openly, under pretence of 
revenging common injuries, that be woulde persecute with weapon 
certune of the kinges wicked conncellers who afflicted dayly the 
poore English people, where no neede was, with detrimentes in- 
numerable, and spoyled the realme. Many mo thinges did he 
sowe amongst the common sort, that his drifte might not appere 
to his adversaryes. And so publishing that he toke this warre on 
hande for thntilitie of the common wealth, he proceeded, con- 
dncting a right great armie into Kent, whither when as he came, 
he choosed a place to encampe in tenne miles from London, 
where be had intelligence by certaine espials, every howre of the 
day, what was done about the king. And to thend he might not 
lack supplye of aouldiers, in case he should joyne battaile, be com- 
mounded Edward his sonne earle of Marche, a man both of great 
courage and councell, to levye newe forces at home, and there- 
withal! to folowe him; which thinges when king Henry under, 
atoode, he called the councell togetbers, and explaned unto them 
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all such intelligence as was brought unto him of the duke of 
Torkes comming into Kent^ and demaunded particnlarly of every 
man what be thought of that commotion, and what remedie was 
to be applyed to the same, being of so great importance. They 
«U thought it veiy meete to goe agunst the duke of Yorke 
apeedily, with an armie royall, to incampe the same in viewe of 
the duke, and then to demaande of bim what the matter was, why 
he should as an enemy to his countrey enterprise warre. 
Tin dake This councell was allowed, and t^e king conducted his aimie 

ofYorkeiD almost in a square battaile into the viewe of his enemies sooner 
Betie bj then they thought of : from thence he sent ambassadours to knowe 
^^^J^B^ the cause of so great stirre, and to make an atonement, if so be 
that they should understande the demaundes of the adversaryes 
to be reasonable. When duke Richard had hearde the ambassa- 
dours, whether it were that he was afeard to daraigne battaile, or 
that he was abashed of the kinges sodaine arrividl, or els upon 
hope of better oportunitie afterwardes to proceede in the matter, 
be aunswered that he would lay armor apart, and willingly come 
to the king to aunswere that which his bighnes would object 
against him, so that first the duke of Soomersett might be by the 
kinges commaundement committed to warde. When the king had 
receaved this aunawere by thambassadours, considering that he 
coulde not without mortal battaile reduce the duke to reason, nor 
without great stirre appease drill dissenuon, if he should seeke 
reconciliatioQ by dint of sworde; be therefore upon good ad- 
Tbe dnk* vise coDunannded the duke of Somersett to vithdrawe himselfe 
ar^mer- [„((, hjg lioQse, whereupon the duke of Yorke dissolved his armie, 
Mrained. came to tbe king, and much complained upon the duke of Soom- 
mersettes pride and aTtuice, and, by accusing him, seeketh onely 
to winne favor of others. But the duke of Soommersett, thinking 
it apperteyning as well to his dutie as to the profile of tbe 
common wealth not to put up that open reproche, could not 
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refraine, bnt needes Tould come againe to the campe, and Min- 
swere openly to thoffences wherewitball he was burdened ; he 
appeached likewise the duke of York of treason, that he and his The dake 
adherentes had conferred togeUiers bowe to geCt the kingdome. ^^ .p""^ 
By meane of these speeches it came to paase that in the kinges pucbed 
retume the duke of Torke was brought as prisoner to London, yoiIb of 
Here while the king, having assembled togethers a councell of ''^"*"'- 
the nobilitie, sought to trye out the truth of the cause, the dukes 
fell at great vordes betwixt themselres, thone objecting to thother 
most high and heynouB offences. But the duke of Soommeraett, 
wlio foresawe the thinges that soone after happened, was specially 
earnest to have the duke of Yorke apprehended, and by torture 
compelled to discover his secrete practises, to confesae hia offence, 
that upon his owne confession he might be attainted, and so by 
losse of one noble man the flame of intestine warre extinguished. 
Moreover that his soniiea might be proclamed enemies to their 
countrey, and thereto he besought God that such an enemy might 
not escape unpunished. 

This did the duke of Soommersett, because he accoropted it for 
certaine that the duke of Yorke aspired to the kingdome, and had 
determined the destruction both of him and also king Henry, 
But the fatall desteny could not be avoyded by anye humane 
pollicie, for many lettea there were why the duke of Soomersettes 
sayinges tooke no place : first, the confidence and boldnes of the 
duke comming to the king so simply without his army, which was 
thought of many men to proceede of a cleere conscience, though 
indeede it was plaine dissimulation ; secondly, a late rumor, 
whereby it was bruted that Edward, sonne to the duke of Yorke 
and heyre apparant, was marching speedily towardes London, ac- 
companied with an huge hoste of lustie and brave souldiers : 
thirdly, ambassadoura were sent from Bordeaux who gave inteUi- AmUoa- 
gence to king Henry that their citizens, having consfHred together!, ^'^bu- 
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dBuli to were readie to turne into his obeysance if he woold sende an 
lubmiuian atmie into Aquitfune, and that oportunitie served therefore very 
to H. 6. wgii^ insomuch that there was no force of Frenche sooldiers with 
them £t for the £elde, and that therefore nothing was to be pre- 
Tbe dDke ^8"*^ before this warre. For these very causes Richarde duke of 
of Yorke Yorke was permitted hy the king to depart home, full of yre and 
"^^' indignation, who even then resolved within himsetfe to adventure 
his very life, so that once at the last he might revenge thinjury of 
his enemyes. But the duke of Soommersett by this contention, 
when the duke of Yorke was in a sort exiled, gott greater autho- 
rise, and with Margarete the queene ruled all thinges. That was 
1493. *^^ y^^ (>f °'^^ salvation 1453, and since king Henry begann hia 
Edwud, reigne the zzxi*^. when as of Margaret the queene was borne Ed- 
taH° 6 warde, thonely sonne of the said king Henry. He even from his 
boroB. in&ncie gave hope of most excellent disposition, and at the yeres 
of discretion proceeded no lesse in vertae. In which yere also 
dyed John Stafford, archbisshop of Caunterbury, in whose place 
ford, vctk* was surrogate John Kempe, bisshopp of Yorke, in order of bisshops 
C^^^' the Ixii., whom Nicholas the 5^ bisshop of Rome made Cardinall. 
burr- Also William, both bishop of Covenixe and Lichfield, was translated 

unto the see of Yorke, who was in rewe of bishopps the 55. 
AmbaM- ThambaasBge of the Burdeaux men being heard, it was thought 
lhii?eua 8***"^ *'''* ''*"* should be renewed ; the fidelitie of the citizens 
cune lata thereof was greatly commended, and the king promised to sende 
fwtoranre. ^^ ^^^ Talbot with an armie into Aquitane, and to make warre 
upon the king of Fraonce by sea and lande. With this answere 
(being according to their heartes desire) thambassadours privily 
Tbelord returned in like order as they came, and, reporting king Henryes 
^'^'*ted w determination, confirmed their felowes in the purposed attempt- 
prepare an But the lorde Talbot, after he knewe the kinges pleasure to be 
Aqutane. ^^^ ^^ armyc should be levied, and assoone as it were readie be 
transported with celeritie into Aquitane, tooke on hande tha 
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voyage with so much livelynes of minde as that he had not been 
seene more careful! touching any matter of warre at any time 
before; what shall we say to that he thought every hour longer 
than other while tharmye was prepared. Therefore he mustered 
out the best souldiers he could finde ; he prepared weapon, horses, 
and other implements of warre ; also victuall plentie ; and finally 
all other furniture that is wont to be necessary for such warre as 
was to be kept in sundry sortes, and should have neede of many 
tbingea. So having all thinges prepared to his owne satishction, 
and his navie furnished, he sayled into Aquitane, whither when be 
came with reasonable good winde, and had landed his armie, he 
scoured over all the countrey adjoyning upon Burdeux, he sent 
out certaine bandes of soldiers every way, who scaling farre abroade 
might put thinhabitauntes in terror. Tfainhabitantes of Bur- 
deanz, hearing of the lord Talbotes arriTall, sent secret mes- 
sengers unto him, late in the night, that he would approche nigher 
the towne. In the meane time all others, except onely those who 
were privie to the conspiracie, were stricken in such sodaioe feare, 
that all went out of order. But espetnally the Frenche souldiers 
who were lefte for defence of the towne, practising upon thap- 
proche of the lord Talbot to flye sway, fell into the handes of 
theneroies, who, neverthelesse, casting away their weapons, the 
lord Talbot preserved in safetie. When Burdeanx was recovered, Bnrdeqiie 
and fortified with garrison, the lorde Talbott, departing from by the 
thence, receaved almost without any payne or trouble certaine EDghiha, 
townes adjoyning, and their casties withall } for all people of those others 
partes generally did willingly submitt themselves into the obedience c,^^^" 
of tbenglish nation, because they receaved often damage of the *oited to 
Frenche men, and were brought nowe by reason of continuall AqntwD«."' 
warre into great scarsitie of all thinges ; wherfore, at the same 
time, came messengers to the lord Talbott, from cities alarre off, 
also, promising to doo with all their beartes whatsoever he would 
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commaunde. In the mesne season king Charles, who laye about 
Towrea, after that he had receayed often intelligence of the lorde 
Talbots doinges, and that he was also certified of the revolting of 
Burdeaux and others, he gathered forthwith great forces, and 
marched toward his enemies, sending before a great part of his 
armye into the countrey of Ferigneux, to besiege the towne of 
Chastillon, which thenglish men had taken, and helde with garrisan. 
bMMged They proceeded on that voyage with great celeritie, they compassed 
FraDche. the towne with a siege, and erected fortifications for the purpose. 
The lorde Talbot hearing hereof* marched to Chastillon with a 
part of his armie ; taking great journeys, he intercepted certaine 
Frencbe souldiers roving negligently abrode in the oountrey as 
he went ; be incamped bimselfe nigh unto the trenches of his ene- 
mies, and the day folowing, in good order of battaile, assaulted 
The battle them in their campe. The battaile was blouddie in the very 
fonghi'be" t^renche, and so doubtfull that hard was it a long time to disceme 
tweene the whether sidc should gett the better. But when the Frenche men, 
anil the within a while, releired ever their weried and hurt souldiers with 
French. fresh and new supplye, and so still renewed the fight, and that the 
The lord lorde Talbot fell sodenly from his horse, being hurt with the shott 
■lajne and °^ * peecc, then finally the English souldiers, astonied by the 
the &lgiiah fall of their captaine, were put to flight. Many yet were killed in 
fited. the place where they stoode. The footmen ranne some one way 

some another, who about sunne sett being assembled, came hardly 
to their owne company t a thousand English men and moe were 
wanting, and amongst them the lorde Talbot, and many other r&- 
nowmed men of very good ctdling. This was the ende of John 
lorde Talbot earle of Shrewsbury, xxiiii. yeres and more aft^ be 
had warred in Frounce with moste high renowme. IVuely a very 
noble and valiant man, whose puissant prowesse mad thenglish 
name most terrible to the Frenche man. Of thenglish horsmen, 
who fledd first} some repaired to such holdes odjoyning aa were in 
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the bandes of tbe Englialij some to Burdeauz ; but the Frenche 
men, folowing the victory, pressed more earnestly then before the 
ChastUlions, whom they compelled soone after, dispaiiing of suc- 
cours, to yeelde. When Chastillon was recovered, they gott soone Chartjloa 
after from thenglisb nation, partly by force, partly by composition, French. 
all the residue of the tovnes. Burdeaux onely remayned, wherein 
was all thenglisb force. This tookeoDbande long Charles to besiege, BnrdMli 
and spending many dayes in vaine, did nothing annoye thenemy, b^he 
but rather himselfe dayty receaved damage, forasmuch as thengltsh Freocbe. 
issued often out of certaine fortes which they had made upon the 
shore I and on thothcr part, the citizens who were giltie of the 
conapiracie, dispairing of pardon of the Frenche kinges hande, 
valiantly defended themselves ; but at the last, both two, almost 
Bterved with hunger, were constrained by necessitie to reccave 
conditionB, which king Charles had often before ofired, for rendring 
of tbe towne, which were as followeth, that the treason should be 
imputed to no man, and that thenglish men should depart ; who> 
so dismissed, returned safely into Englande with armor and all 
other substance. 

This, finally, was the ende of forreyne wane, and likewise the 
renewing of civill calamitie : for when the feare of outwarde enemy, 
which as yet kept the kingdome in good exenuse, was gone from The duke 
the nobihtie, such was the contention amongst them for glorie and ^(^^ ),;, 
■overaintie, that even then the people were apparently devided into JJ"" o" 
two factions, according as it fell out afterwarde, when those two, 
that ia to say, king Henry, who derived his pedigree ftx)m the house 
of Lancaster, and Richard duke of Yorke, who conveied himselfe 
by his mothers aide from Lyonell, sonne to Edwarde the Thirde, 
contended mutually for the kingdome. By meane whereof these 
two factions grewe shortly so great through the whole realme that, 
while thone sought by happ or nap to subdue thother, and raged 
in revenge upon the subdued, many men were utterly destroyed. 
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and the whole realme brought to mine uid decay. Bat llie soaroe 
of all this atirre rose (as we bare before shewed) from Richard 
duke of Yorke ; for he bad cODceaved an outrageous lust of prin- 
dpalitie, and nerer ceassed to deviae with himselfe bowe and by 
whatmeanea he might compasse it ; thinking nothing better for bia 
purpose then to stirre up the hatred of noble men against the duke 
of Sommersett, it greeved him very much that the lealme was ruled 
by his appoyntment. And therefore he dayly rqrarted every where 
to all the nobilitie, that the state of the common wealth was most 
miserable ; the same he ceassed not to detest and bewaile ; and 
The dnke ascribed the cause of all that miscbiefe to the duke of Sommersett 
hi.^^p- o"*'?* whom he termed, reviled, and dispraised, to be an unjust, 
tioD of false, prowde, and cniell tyrant. He fbunde much &ult also with 
tbe d'oke of ^ig Henry, saying that he was a man of softe and feeble spirite, 
■ of litle witt, and unmeete in all respecteafor the right government 
of a common wealth, and therefore that it touched nobilitie to 
thinke of the matter, or rather to devise remedie. By complayning 
of such thinges, the duke brought briefly to passe that well many 
of tbe nobilitie did likewise mislike the present state of tbe realine 
as it was nowe ruled, and withall studied to alter all thinges, as 
men whom ambition and avarice bad invaded a good while before, 
and nowe vehemently oppressed. Then when as parlies begann 
by litle and litle to be diverslye affected, the duke of Yorke pro- 
of Sdu- cured chiefly to be of his faction two Bichardes, Nevills, thone 
^f'.*?' eorle of Salesbury, tbe other, his sonne, earle of Worwicke. This 
uke parte last had married Anne, sister to Henry duke of Warwicke, who 
duke of ^^'^ ^ f^w monthes before ; in the right of which yonge lady he was 
Yorke. ^y the KJng created earle thereof. He was a yonge man, not onely 
The di4. mervailously adorned with vertues in deede, but also had a spedall 
o" the wle P^> '^ •* wcre by art, even from his inhncie, in the shewe and 
of War- setting forth of the same ; for his witt was so ready, and his beha- 
^^^1^, riour so courteous, that he was wonderfully beloved of tbe people. 
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He was »1bo liberall to all men, which helped him much to 
tfaattayniDg thereof. Moreover, the haultines of his minde, with 
equal force of body, encreased the same popular good will. By 
reason of which matters the people were fully porsoaded that there 
WHS no matter of so great importance which the said Richarde 
was not able to undertake, wha«fore he became within a while of 
such estimation, that whither aa he inclined, thither also swayed 
the more part of the people. Thus much of the sonne. Thother xbo muj- 
Richard, the &ther, was eqoal to him in vertae, but not so well J*^?^ y, 
beloved. He had in marriage Alis, thonely daughter of Thomas urie or 
Montacute, earle of Saleabury, who (as we have before written) ''*' 

was killed at the siege of Orleance, and succeeded to his inherit- 
ance. He begatt, of the said Alice, these children,— Itichard, earl 
(rf Warwicke, John, and George. Nowe I retnme to my purpose. 

After that the duke of Yorke founde the two Richardes, the ^^ ^oke 
ftther and the sonne, to be on his side, he prepared warre, and to pf Yorke 
that he applied wholly both witt and wisedome. Xot longe after the Kiag' 
he begann his journey towardea London with an army well ap- !^^ 
poynted. The rumor of so great insurrection put the citie in 
passing terror, when every man did see beforehande, that eyiher 
he must be in extreme dannger, or els runne in displeHsure of 
some one or other noble man. When the king knewe of his ad- 
versaryes repure, he levyed an armye, and determined with speed 
to goe Bgfuast them, that he might joyne battaile with them in 
some place of Yorkshire, farre &om London, because he held that 
atM suspected, for the inconstancie of the commonaltie, being de- 
sirous of novelties. But he was not past two dayes journey on 
his way, when he had intelligence that the duke of York, who had 
taken great journeys, was at hande ; then, constrayned to encamp 
himselfe at St. Albones, he kept his men in armor, and sent in Attthebtu 
the meane time straite commaundement to his adversaryes that SiiKwL^'' 
tiiey should not come against him, nor, like enemies to their *■■ ■'■'»" 
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diTere* countrey, distarbe the people with sedition. While king Henry 
on chs dealeth in this order, more desirous of peace then warre, Richard 
^^ earle of Warwick sounded the alarme, and first of all other gave 
charge upon the kinges souldiers, because the company which he 
ledd did ezceede both in nomber, and in force of footmen. They 
on tbother side receaved also the charge willingly. They fought 
fiercely upon both parties, tiom early in the morning till nine of 
the clock, with much slaughter, wbile at the last, by reason of the 
dukes releeving his weried souldiers with ^esh supplye, the 
Idnges armie was discomfited, and many souldiers killed, with their 
captfunes, of which number was Edmonde duke of Soommersett, 
Henry second earle of Northumberbmde, John Clifforde, and 
many other valiant knightes : but king Henry conceaved great 
and ancredible sorowe for the losae of the duke of Sommersett, be- 
cause he had reposed all his hope in him, and for that snob a 
noble captaine, who had fought valiantly so many yeres against 
the Frenche men, should uowe finally be killed of his owne coun- 
trymen, with whom yet the vertue of the man was of some ac- 
compt, insomuch that they caused his corps to be brought and 
The dnke buryed in the abbey of St. Albones adjoyning, This Edmonde 
■et bimed ^^^ behinde him three sonnes, Henry, Edinuiide, and John, who 
at St. Al- also tooke part vrith king Henry. Moreover many were taken, in 
^. *„ g the nomberwhereof was king Henry himselfe. Thatwastheyeereof 
tdcea at OUT salvation 1456, and since king Henry begann his reigne xxziiii, 
of St. AJ- dishonoured with this domesticall discomfiture. In which yere 
bone*. John Kempe, archbissbop of Canterbury, dyed, before he bad sitt 
14S6. [j^ tjj^ gf.f. fixTca yeres complete, whom Thomas Burscher 
bisshopp of Ely folowed, the Ixiii. in order of bisshopps of Caun- 
terburye, who was within a while made cardinall of the title of 
Oimood ^^' Cyriacus. About the same time Osmond, who sometime had 
bnihope of been bisshopp of Salsbury, was by Callstus bishop of Rome 
caDonii^ caiionized for a saint, because he had been a perfect holy man. 
for ft St. 
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Hii body is eTcn at this day kept at Saleabary in the chiefe chnrche 
^ere, vith great rererence, for that there are shewed many mira- 
cles. Also Charles lung of Fraunce departed this life, who made Cb>rl«i 
his name famous universally, by reason of hia often calamities ; for p^i^"' 
he exercised not his youth in pleasures, but in toyles and troubles, distbc. 
who had ynough to doo to recover his auiicient inheritance of the 
kingdome. Hereof may we knowe, that calamitie bringeth often- 
times great renowme, which of the contrarie part pleasure doth 
never. Leves the 1 1^^ succeeded his father. 

The duke of Yorke after the victory obteyned, calling to minde xhe dnke 
howe he had published at the besinnine that his nsinfr was for<>fV°n(e 

, . , , , , , , . i» ■ 1 .. , JeliTerod 

reformation of the common wealth, armed hrniselfe with mildness, the king ; 

merde, and liberalitie, and was so farre from laying violent hands !^'*l°'~ 
upon king Henry, that also he brought him honourablye to Lon- his frendei 
don as conqueror of the fielde- Here consulting by and by with JJJ^'' 
the two Bicharde Nevilles, and divers ot^er noble men, whom he 
thought meete to be called to that assemble, he procured himsetfe 
to be made protector of the realme ; Richard Nevill, the father, 
lord diauoeeUor of Englande; and Richard Nevell, the aonne, 
captaine of Calis ; whereby the government of the realme might 
rest in him, and Richard lord chancellor ; thotber Richard might 
have charge of the warres ; and so Henry might be king in name 
and not in deede, whom they thought best to forbeare at that 
time, least otherwise they might stirre up the commonaltie against 
them, who loved, honoured, and obeyed him wonderfully for the 
holynes of his life. When matters were thus ordered, they three 
bare all the swaye, as well <K>nceming civill as forreine affaires, 
who, to thende they might after their owne fantasies, without re- 
sistance, deprive king Henry eyther of kingdome or life at their 
pleasure, removed therefore from him by litle and litle his olde 
counsellors, put them ^m ofBce and authoritie, and did eubsti- 
tote in their places new men of their owne hction ; like order they 
CAHD. BOC, O 
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devised, decreed, and performed touching all ofEces vithia tiia 

realme. But in the meane time Henry, who, not without the 

kinges commaundement, succeeded his &ther Edmund in the 

dukedome of Sommersett, and Humfrey duke of Buckingham, 

with many other noblemen who helde and ttoode with king 

Henry, lamenting his adversitie, and not ignorant to what ende all 

the duke of Yorke's craftie courtesie tended, thought as time 

would serve to provide for the same. And therefore they went 

secretly to queene Margarete, made her privie of their conncellj 

and declared that the duke of Yorke sought to deceave the king, 

yea, in very deede to kill him unwares, and therefore required 

that she would in time prevent the matter ; which she might very 

well doo, if she would separate her husbande from those who lay 

in waite to destroye him. The queene, much moved with this 

admonition, who was afraide both for herselfe and her husbande, 

tooke occasion within fewe dayes, upon the season of the yere, to 

perswade him that he woulde, under coloor of seeking for a more 

H. 6 re- wholsome plaoe, withdrawe unto Coventrie, and there provide for 

moredto hig affaires. Wherefore the king, seeing himselfe in daunger, 

hj dircc- rode thither, and calling an assemble of his firendes, discharged 

2[^^^'tJ Richarde duke of Yorke of the protectorshipp, and therle of 

■raid the Salesbury of his office, and sent by letters for them both to ap- 

tbe dake of pere before him. But they, taking this new displeasure in evill 

Yorke. part^ after they had deliberated betwixt themselves which way 

of Yorke* "^^ howe they would deale, at the last, with much indignation, de- 

& hii con- parted peaceably ; ^chard unto Yorke, therle of Salsbury into his 

•eperate countrye, and the earle of Warwicke to Callis. Howbeit^ what 

*'*'''"^'"- their resolution was, or what was the cause of their departure, I 

know not certainly what to write, except it were for that they were 

altogether unprovided for warres. 

nuLan- These seditions thus renewing, emboldejied the -commonaltie (of 

doDoret London especially) to uprore, who, set aworke by meane of an 
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afiny, ranne upon mercbauntea stranngen chiefly, aa they areiT^>i>n<" 
commonly voont to doo, and both wounded and spoyled a great the gtnui- 
Qumber of them before they could be by the magistrates re- K*^ 
struned. But the brute of thia buainea being brought into 
Fraunce, was cause of muche more hanne : for the FVenche narie, 
who at that time lay upon the coast of Normaadie, for defence 
thereof, hearing that all was in horly burly in Englande, aent-^ 
sodenly certaine sbipps, upon the hope of spoyte, unto the Kentish PrcDcbo 
coast, where, landing their men, they burned divers villages, and gUltB 
gott great bootie. This drill discorde also allured James king of jame* 
Scottes to make warre upon Englande. He at the first conceaved ^^ 
mortall displeasure agunst William earle of Dowglasae, a noble eatra 
man of great partie, because he was fully perswaded in minde f^^^ ' 
that the earie affected the kingdome. The snspidon grew so nw cule 
areat that bee beins; in the ende called by the kins; to conference, °/ ^°^' 

J ^ji. t^.- ■ ■ 'glueilijne 

and upon confidence perchaunce of his innocencie, aunswenng very lodetiijr bf 

boldly to the matter layde agmnst him, was, by the kinges meanes, 3^^,"^ " 
killed out of hande. WiUi which injury Archbolde earle of Muf- commud. 
row, and Hewgh, thearles brothers, being much moved, detei^ 
mined to revenge the same with weapon upon the kinges owne 
person, and made open warre against him, which helde king 
James longe, and put him to much displeasure : but lastly he 
subdued his adversaryes and set the realme in rest : which when 
he had done, hearing Aat in Englande they were fighting amongst 
themselves, he straitway sett forwarde to bume and spoyle the 
boundea thereof, and when there was no army extant any where Roibnrgfaa 
to make head agunst him, he beseeged Roxbroughe, where, having {^^_^ 
planted his ordinance, he framed to thaasault. But as he was <>' Seta, 
busied earnestly hereabout, befaolde sodenly one of the brasen ^i >Ujna 
peeces brake, whereof one peece bitt him, so that he fell downe ^J '^ 
deade. Tet notwithstanding the kinges death, the Scottes would of ■ pcec« 
not omitt the posubilitie which they had to atchieve that enter- '^^' 
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prise, bdt, being very earnest thereupon, wonne it soone after. 
King James left Uiree sonnes of his wife Mary; James, Alex- 
ander duke of Albany, and John. James being but a diilde 
for yeres, was created King, the thirde of that name, and com- 
The Bn- mitted to the teaching of Jam«8 CheDneth, bisshopp of St. An- 
st"? "^ dreves, who long« time was the gorenior of the lande, because he 
dremn Was a very good man, and adorned exceedingly with all vertnoas 

Jamei the Jn the meane while king Henry, advertised that the duke of 
Und. Torke did practise nothing as an enemy agunst him, returned to 

London, and calling togethers his counsell declared howe the 
Frenche men, knowing the great stirre of civill dissention within 
the realme, bad of late enterprised to robbe and spoyle the sea 
coast in Kent ; and on thother side, the Scottes, moved for the 
selfe same cause, bad wonne Roxbrowghe ; and that it was very 
like that neytfaer of them would be quiet except they should un- 
derstande some conclusion of ailment to be made amongst the 
noblemen ; and to tbintent that the same might once at ^e last 
The king be brought to passe, woulde himselfe seeke to reconcile the duke of 
uo°^?bB- Yorke, and to recover the good willes of all men, least otherwise 
tweene the by intestine division the libertie of the lande might be brought in 
hazarde. Whose advise, when all men allowed, certaine grave 
personages were sent to the duke of Yorke, and other noble men 
of that faction, requiring them to repaire unto the king. The 
duke of Torke, and thearle of Salesbury, with other their con- 
federates came to London garded with great force, because they 
would not be intrapped by any practise of their enemyes, where- 
unto they had speciall regarde. The earle of Warwicke came 
thither also from Callia. Here, after much mutual rehearsall of 
olde injuries, and querulous repetition, as well of late as of al- 
most foi^tten &ultes : finally, the feare of forreyne warre was of 
such weight, so yrke were all men of domesticall discorde, that the 
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noble men, omitting private hatred and offences, very carefoll for 

the wealth of the countrey, gave othe, every man particularly, to Mntoall 

continue their olde acoustomed ainitie. The newes whereof made "tjj^"" 

all men so gladd, u that all sortea of men every where gave by brlletjefor 

tnutuall congratolation apparent testimonie of tejoysing without '""^' 

measure. Wherefore, to geve God tfaankes, generall processions 

were universally commaunded, and e8pe<nally at London, to be 

solemnized with much veneration, whereat the King and Queene 

were present in person, and a great company of noble men withaU. 

This was the yere of mans salvation 1458, and since king Henry ^^^ 

beganne his reign the zzzvi^. 

But faithlesse and seditious foike forgat soone both concorde 
and othe, according as it is commonly seene, that whoso de- 
lighteth in dissenuon, btoud, and battule passeth litle of posses- 
nons, lawe, nor league : for not many dayes after the king and his 
nobilitie had been thus reconciled, a sodaine stirre there was, 
whether by channce or of purpose it is not certaine. The matter An aXnje 
waa thus : certaine of the queenes housholde made an affray upon ^^' ^^ 
therle of Warwicke at Westminster, where after longe fight the Wcrwicke 
earle could hardly by helpe of the multitude that came to part ^^^'°''' '^ 
get to the water, and from thence, by taking a whirrey, avoyde the Qumdci 
daunger ; upon this ryot, the rage of warre did so fervently rise 
as that all the realme wa« brought in uprore, and the hazarde of 
armes did no man escape. The earle, after this displeasure to 
him done, repaired to Torke unto the duke, and his &ther thearle 
of Saleabury: to them he made relation what injurye he had re- 
ceaved of the kinges servaantes. After his sude complwnt therein, 
fearing least by his absence he might be thmat out of his office, 
he transported to Calls, with intent there to tarrye from time to The E. of 
time, while the duke might deliberately resolve upon the poynt of ^^p^!^^ 
the matter. The doke and thearle of Salesbury, much moved to Calii. 
with this offence, spake openly betwixt themselves in bitter and 
aharpe tenaes, that the matter was nothing els but thefraude and 
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fury of a vomtm, meaning the qneene, who, thinkiiig she might 
do vhatsoever she listed, sought nor minded any thing so much 
as by womanish slight to torment, consume, and utterly desbnoy 
all the nobilitie of the lande. But afterwardea they came to the 
matter, and resolved betwixt them, that the earle of Salsbury 
Tho E. of should, with an armie in good array of hattaile, marche to Lod- 
^ruahc^ don, there to complaine unto the king for this injurious breadie 
anarmrtD of amitie and agrement ; and that if he should perceave Mmselfe 
innks ' *^^^ ^ prevaile, not to omitt thoccasion of revenging his honor 
i^>oioo. against the queene and her counsellours, who so evill governed 
the reabne. And upon this resolution the earle began to sett 
forwarde. In the mesne time the queene, above all other, who 
being assisted, ledd, and advised by the dukes of Soommersett and 
Buckingham, was of herselfe, for diligence, circumspection, and 
speedie execution of causes, comparable to a man, tooke it for 
certaine that this late tumult had been stirred by thearle of War- 
wicke, purposely, to thende that upon such occasion he might. set 
forwarde his perpensed malitious enterprise, whereby the duke of 
Torke might once at the last attaine the sovendgntie. Wherefore 
this wise woman, supposing that it would be in vaine to treate 
ever any more with her adveraarye of attonement, after that she 
understoode thearle of Salsbury to be in armes, called togethera 
the councell to provide remedie for the disordered state of thlnges. 
Many thought it good to expect thearles approche, whereby it 
might he certunly knowen whether he minded peace or wane. 
Others gathered, by reason of the late seditious attempt, that 
the matter would not be ended without fight, and therefore 
that it was to be determined with all haste howe to goe against 
him. This opinion tooke place, and forthwith James Tuohete 
lord Andley was sent with an armie to meete with thearle of 
Sslesbury by the way, and, if occasion so required, to fight with 
him. The aside James tooke great journeys, and so came into 
the territory about Lichfielde, whither as bis enemyes were al- 
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readie arriTed, and pitched his tentes aa neere as he could to ^^^^ 
theirs. The next day therle of Salesbniy would not omitt the borje 
possihililie of fight offered, but early in the morning gave the ^^^^ 
ch&rg^. The battaile continued divers houres, but in tbende the Lo. 
thearle wano the fielde, with great slaughter both of his enemyes luj^^cU 
and of his owne men also. In which number was James Toachet ; & °*'^- 
so that almost all the kinges armye, a few nohle men only except ths lord 
who were taken, was destroyed. i^^S "* 

After this battaile the duke of Yorke perceaving that his privie 
practises and secret devises were discovered, manifested, and made 
knowen to the king and queene, who endeavoured everywhere to 
avoyde the mischiefe inevitable, thought even then that disaimu- 
latJOD could not take any longer place with them, and therefore, 
as well for thohteyning of the kingdome, aa for the safetie of his 
owne life, determined with might and mayne to set forwarde that 
cause. And so, togethers with Richard earle of Saleabury partaker T^' dolie 
of all bis practises and further fortune, he gatbereth a newe armie ; g^i E. of 
and soone after both togethers, having assembled an huge molti- ^BiboiTe 
tude of souldiers, encamped themselves in Yorkshire, meaning nnra 
eyther there to abide their enemies, or from thence to goe against *'"''*■ 
them in their comming. The rumor whereof b«ng brought to 
London, greater then cause was, caused the king in all haate to 
lerye an armye from every hande ; wherewithall osing great cele- 
ritie, as in matters of feare is often accustomed, be came into 
Yorkshire, and encamped not farre from his enemyes, before ever 
they were ascertained that he would come. But there was no 
feate of warre done worthy memorye ; for the conspiratours diversly 
departed npon the sodaine, the cause whereof was as foUoweth : 
Richard earle of Warwick came to that warre from Calice with a Ths E. of 
great hande of souldiers, and joyned with the duke, and with hia ^^^^^ 
father. Thaugmentation of which ayde so animated the duke, as tmm c«llit 
tltat he detennined the next day after to joyne battaile with his t„„^ to 
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tbe duke «r enemy. Bat in the meaiie seaBon, Andrew Trolop, a moat faith- 
full man, and perfect warrier, who had longe served at Calia under 
Andmre Iting Henry, when he conceaved that they were to goe againste 
^'^ the king, whose true subject and defender he tooke thearie of 
conpuiT Warwicke to have been, and no traitor or betrayer, without more 
from'tljB adoe, departed with hia retinewe, in the uight time, to king Henry, 
eule of of whom he was very courteously enterteyned as a &ithfuU oide 
to the trained capt^ne, which thing as soone as the duke of Torke 
^'"B"- knewe, he begann wooderously to be abasshed and amased ; for 
being in doubt what best was to be done, it troubled him verye 
much that the king (as he knew most certwne) did exceed him 
in number of souldi«ra ; and it pinched him no lesae that Andrew 
TVoIlop, a passing good captaine, was become his adversary, whose 
prowesse and pollide did nowe as much appall and dismay him as 
The doke it had before comforted and emboldened. So when after longe 
"'y^' consultation he could not resolve upon any poynt, because he 
axim of could devise nothing wherein seemed not some great daunger and 
Bnd*wl^ difficultie, though finally he thought it damageable to depart the 
wtcke d^ field, yet presently as time required be deemed best to give place, 
^^with- ^^^ liierefore himselfe passed thoccean into Irelande, making 
oattjghu. very fewe of his owne neerest frendes piivie to his intent. 
The daks Hearles of Salesbury and Warwicke, with Edwarde tJie dukes 
fieeth bto ^o^^" c"'^ <*^ Marche, got themselves to Calliee. The reudoe of 
iraUnd tharmie were partly taken, and partly scattered. The king after 
^lei of the flight of his enemyes march^i great journeys into Wales, that 
Ssiei^ury he might take the duke of Torke as be fledd, of whom he had 
wickeflse intelligence geven that he should passe through that r^on note 
to Cnllu. ^^g gg^ coast, and premised certune borsmen to besett all the 
same beforehande. But the duke of Yorke had bought a shipp 
for a great deale of money, wher^n he passed the seas before ever 
the horsmen approched the shore, whereof when the king was 
advertised, he stayed at Ludlow. Here the while of his abode 
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he, by advise and conncell of his lords, proclaymed all his adver- ^l^^I'" 
saryea traitonn to thdr countrie ; he pronounced th^ goodea to ud e. of 
be con6acate, which after that were solde, he commaunded their |jl^^^ 
wives and children to be safely kept. He also rewarded them who trajtom. 
had well deserved, and eyther caused execute the captives, or 
panished them by the parse, or exiled them the lande. Here he 
decided olde controversies, here he receaved into his protection 
the people adjoyning, who foUowing thither seemed to be gladd of 
his prosperous state and safetie. Here did he constitute and ^t Somer' 
appoynt such noble men as were of approved loyaltie and goode *^^ made 
minde towardes him, to govone and defiende the counties ofcaii*. 
Torke and Durham : and here finally did he make Henry duke of 
Soommersett captune of Calice. But the olde proverbe is true : that 
as soone sowing sometime deceaveth, so late sowing is alway naught. 
Truely as touching this busines, long lingring hurt the king : for 
if at the beginning he had bereft them of this refuge, without 
doubt he had destroyed them utterly. 

Hese thinges dispatebed, the king returned to London, and, 
trusting to &.e good will of the souldiers who were of his pay in 
garrison at Cdiee, he sent with all diligence and speede possible 
the duke of Soommersett unto his chai^ in die continent. The 
duke went to Caliee, and, shewing the king's commission, com- 
maunded the towne to be delivered np to him, which thearle of 
Warwieke denayed to doo, and, shutting the gates, kept him out 
afiure of. The duke b^ng much afearde, because he perceaved 
that all the garrison consented tiiereanto, departed to Guynes, the 
next towne of the kinges dominion there, and the same he re- 
eeaved of the captaine, who obeyed his demannde. Then indea- 
TOuring with greater care and courage to revenge thinjurye done 
unto him, he begann daylye to skirmishe with thearles men. But 
thearle of Warwieke, while his souldiers passed over the time in 
skirmishing with the duke of Soommersett, gathered a great navie 
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and sent a good part of the Booldiers which he had ihere with 
him to Sandwiche haven in Kent, to spoyle the place, and to lett 
thapproche of his adversaTjes. They arrived aodenly in the 
haven, where they assailed .and tooke at unwarea with litle 
labour certaine shippes well furnished, and ready to transport^ 
vrhich had been sent to ayde the duke of Soommersett, and were 
nowe caried with much preay to Calice. Then tbearle of War- 
vidte, seeing that there was no daunger to be doubted from his 
enemyes, sayled speedily unto the duke of Yorke into Ireland ; 
with him he did conferre, deale, and deliberate howe to handle 
their afiaires, and that done returned forthwith to Calice, shewing 
unto his father and unto Edwarde earle of, Marcbe the dnkes 
opinion to be, that they should passe over with an armie into 
Bngland as soone as might be, and omitting no oportunitie for 
the doing of any exployte to annoy the king by feates of armes, 
untill be shoulde come unto them with a great sapplye of soul- 
diers. They, approving this councell, sayled with celeritie into 
E^lande, and marched towardes London ; for that tonne being 
kept without watche, and nothing furnished like a tonne of warr^ 
was of necessitie open to the first assailants. Here they pat in 
armes such of the rascall people, and others whosoever came 
running to them. Here they made preparation of all thingea 
necessary for the warre, and with an hoste gathered together of 
all Bortes marched towardes Northampton, where as the king was 
arrived not longe before ; which deeding knowen to the queene, 
who was supported by the wealth and wisdome of the dukes of 
Soommersett and Buckingham, who had more eye to such causes 
then the king had, as in who monely all hia care laye, she with 
hawtie heart gatliereth an armie, and sending for ^om every hande 
the nobilitie of her faction, who also particularly repayred with a 
choyse force of men, made up quickly an huge hoate. After the 
king understoode that be had by thindustry and diligence of the 
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dakes and qaeene, an armie of no small accompt, he determined ^f,^^ 
to fight with hia adversaryes, &nd incamped himselfe in the next uDpion, 
roedowes without the towne alonge hy the river Nyne, and when ^„J*,'^ 
he perceaved his enemyea at hwide, encountering them by the Tanqueih- 
way, he caused sounde the alarme. His enemyea deferred not jimret 
the fighL The battaile h^ann very early in the momiag, and a j?'^'* 
litle before noone the king was vanquished. There was hilled 
almost tenn thousande, and amongst them Hamfrey dnke of 
Buckingham, John lUbot earle of Shrewsbury, a passing excel- 
lent yonge man, and most like Ida ancestours, Thomas lord 
Egromond, and many other. The number of prisoners was also 
very great, because manye of the horsmen had put their horses 
tmm them, and, as their moner is, fought on foote ; and principally 
above all other king Henry fell in the hondes of his enemyes, a K. H. 8 
man borne to the miserie, calamitie, and adversities of this life. theUttell. 
The residue of noble men who escaped the rage of this blouddy 
discomfiture, with the queene and prince Edwarde, fled into 
Yorkshire, and from thence into the bishopricke of Durham, eyther 
there to renew forces, or, if they should be destitute of the hope 
therein, to flee into Scotlande, and there to tary while the time 
might geve better possibilitie of fortunate snccesse. The eariea 
bung conquerours ledd king Henry captive to London, and calling A parlin- 
a parliament labored earnestly to deprive him of all regall autho- JJ^ejl"" 
ritie. At which time the duke of Yorke, being certified of the 
victory obtained, arrived straight out of Ireland, and, entering into m^^^' 
the higher bonse, tooke firste that place which in the parliament lured u . e, 
i^ proper to the king. Then after, before all thassemble, he pro- the duke of 
Bounced himselfe king, persuading that he did the same by good ^"^ f'°' 
title and right. But at the last a reverence was had of the royall confynned 
maiestie; for it was concluded by parliament that thinherltance ^A^^^ 
of the kingdome should come to the house of Yorke after the *f'>'« *^ 
death of king Henry ; and in the mean time Richard duke of h. 6. 
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Yorke should be protector of the reahne. Sncb was the {dewure 
of God, that kiog Henry, a most holy man, should by so mauy 
calamities^ wherewithal! he was continually afflicted, be deprived 
of this earthly kingdome to enjoy forthwith the ererlasting : for a 
good man can never be but good, though he suffer a thousand 
afflictions. But the common people beleeve that misfortune to 
have been by slgne prodi^os before prognosticated, for as much 
(as they say) that a litle before, when king Henry satt in parlia- 
ment in his robes royall, the crowne £eU &om his head to the 
gronnde. The yere in which these thinges were done was of oar 
14^. salvation 1460, and since king Henry b^ann his reigne xxxviii*^. 
After these thinges the duke of Yorke, knowing for certaine diat 
the queene would not be content with the decree of this pariia- 
ment, made speede into Yorkslure to pursue her, and pitched hb 
campe at a towne distant from Yorke upon the west about fifteen 
Tbe botull miles, of some strength, by reason of a castle adjoyning, which 
fLld^'* ^^^^ ^ called Wakefielde ; and there he consulted wiUi his firendes 
vharain as touching thassayUng of his enemyes. Some there were who 
York Ju thought it not meets to joyne battaile before his sonne Edward 
■Ujme, uid should come with newe forces ; but the duke, trusting to fais owne 
othen knowledge in war&re, and the valiande of his souldiers, yssued 
^sToMDe **°^ °^ ^" campe against his enemyes in good array. Likewise tbe 
queene, who was resolved in minde to dnnannde her hnsbande 
by dint of swoorde, and for that cause had alreadie assembled a 
puissant armie, when she understoode that thenemie approached, 
forthwith she made head against them and gave them the charge. 
At the beginning the fight was mightily mainteyned mutually, 
while that a great part of them who were in the fivnt of the bat> 
tule being killed, the doke of Yorkea small number was environed 
of the multitude. Then the queene encouraging her men, van- 
quished the residue of her enemyes in the moment of an houre. 
There fell in that conflict Richard duke of Yorke, the head of that 
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faction, with Edmund hia sonne, earle of RuUande, Thomas NeriU, 
David Hall, John Pairfl, Walter Limbrike, John Gedding, Eostace 
Wentwoith, Gay Haninton, of thorder of knightes, and of cou- 
rageous captaines James Fitqames, Raphe Hastinges, JobnBannne, 
and Holand Digbie. Richard earle of Salsbuiy, another head of ^^ "' 
that &ction, was amongst othera taken, who were beheaded soone ulEene md 
after, and their headea, put upon stakes, were carried to Torke for ^^' 
s spectacle to the people, and a terror to the rest of thadveraaryea, other*. 
After that, the queene, with an armie well appoynted, made speede 
to London for delyrerie of her husbande, and by the way, at St. 
Albones, mett the carle of Warwicke coming to ayde the duke of ^^"''* 
Torke, and bringing as prisoner with him king Henry. Here the AiboDM, 
woman with no lease courage then she had done before in York- ^^^ 
shire, gave chai^ upon thenemy, put him to flight, and recovered Warwicke 
her husbande. Sorely this Margarete, wife onto the king, warred 
much more happily by her owne condact and aath(»ilie then by 
the Idnges. The earl of Warwicke, thonely man upon whom all 
the weight of the warre depended, being certified, after the dis- 
comfiture at St. Albons, that £dwarde earle of Marche, after that 
battaile at Wakefielde, wherein his father was killed, was gone 
into Wales, (and there prepared a newe armie, having put to flight Juper 
Jasper earie of Pemhrowghe, who tooke part with king Henry, and Pembroke 
made bead against him,) went therefore unto the said earle of P|>t ^ 
Marche, whom he founde by the way, comming with a great hoste the cirle of 
of armed men, nigh onto the boundes of Oxfordshire. Here they ^■i^:'>«> 
two, aigning upon the substance of the matter, concluded to goe 
to London, which they were sure helde on their side : and so, 
taking councell of their frendes, Edwarde was proclamed King, Bdwud 
and king Henry utterly deprived from all regall authoritie, because ^^■^ 
he had not kept covenant, nor obeyed the decree of parliament, aa modRrDwd 
though he had already woonn the fielde. But king Henry the ^"^ 
meane while, who suspected the Londoners, and thought it not 
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beat to goe thither, becaase he perceaved the remnant of his adver- 
sartes to be at hande, departed from St. Albona to Torlce, and 
there encreased his forces, irho thought bimselfe nowe at an ende 
of all trsTule and daunger, seing the heades of the contrary taction 
were destroyed, inaomuch that io one other battaile finally be 
hoped utterly to eztirpe all that vaa lefte. But the matter fell 
out otherwise then he weened, when for two heades one yet re- 
mayned of passing valor and abilitie, which could not be sup- 
pressed; for Eidwarde was much desired of the Londoners, in 
foYOT with the common people, in the mouth and speeche of every 
man, of highest and loweat he had the good wiUes. He was, for 
his liberahtie, clemencie, integritie, and fortitude, praysed gene- 
rally of all men above the skyea; wherefore there was concourse 
to him of all ages and degrees of men, with wonderfull affection, 
inaomnch that some gave in their names to goe to tlie fielde with 
him ; others, in the behalfe of cities, promised their good willes, 
and alt that they might doo, and swore to be his true subjectea. 
By which occasions this Edwarde, brought in hope of victory, pre- 
pared as great forces aa he conlde poasible, that in the conflict of 
one day be might perfect all hia travailea and victoryea. Thus 
bung atronge, with these forces aforesaide he marched towardes 
Torke, and when he came about xi. miles from the same he 
encamped himaelfe at a village called Towton. When king Henry 
knewe that his enemies were at hande, he did not issue forthwith 
The bat- out of his tentes, because Palme Sunday (as they call it) being a 
TowtoD on solemne feast waa at hande, upon the which he was rather a minded 
to have prayed then fought, that the next day after he might have 
better successe in the fielde. But it cam to passe by mesne of the 
'''^'^^ souldiers, who, aa their maner is, hke not upon lingring, that the 
fatad. very self same day, by day breake in the morning, after he had 
with many wordes exhorted every man to doo particularly his 
devoire, he was forced to cause sounde thalarme. His adversaries 
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were thereto aa ready as he ; tharchers b^ann the battaile ; but 
when their arrowes were spent the matter was dealt by hand 
strokes with so great slaughter that the very deade carkasses 
hindered them that fought Thus did the fight contiDue more 
than tenne howres in eqnall ballance, when at the last king Henry 
espyed the forces of his foes increase, and hia owne somewhat 
yeeUe, whom when by newe exhortation he had compelled to 
presse on more eameatlyt he with a fewe horsemen removii^ a 
little out of that place, expected the event of the ^ht ; but beholde, 
sodenly his souldiers gave the backe, which when he sawe he fledd 
ako. There was wanting of both parties about twentie thousand 
men, Amoiigst these was Henry the third earle of Northamber- The E. or 
lande, and Andrew Trolop, and many other men of name. The b^und"' 
number of prisoners and wounded persons, whereof some were "^ 
cured and some dyed, were fullye tenn thousand. That battaile Trolop 
weakned wonderfully the force pf Englande, seing those who were ''"''■ 
killed had been able, both for number and force, to have enter- 
prised any forreyne warre. Edward, that he might use well the 
victory, after he had a htle refreshed his souldiers from so great 
travaile and payne, sent out certune light horsmen to apprehend 
king Henry or the queene in the flight : but they journeyed all H. 6 ind 
that night continually, and all the next day without intermission, flgj'iQtr^ 
so that the second day they came safe into Scotland, and sent forth- Scotludn. 
with lamentably unto king James, that for olde frendshipp and 
familiaritie they might be receaved in his kingdome, and by 
his might and puissance defended in so great calamitie. Divers 
noble men had government of the lande there at that time 
by reason of the kinges nonage, and chiefly James Chenneth^ 
archbisshopp of St. Andrewes, as we have before declared. King 
James being but a childe, after he bad heard who were sent,- 
was by advise of his saide ncbililJe so far from neglecting the 
request and fortune of king Henry, as that by and by he went 
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bimsetffl to meete him, and bronght bim into his palace, whom, 
after much consolation that he shoulde with a wilting and patient 
minde bean thereat of this late discomfiture, he interteyned with 
alt conrtesie, and used both liberally and also honorably all the 
while he was in Scotlande. King Henry, being boanden by this 
great courtesie, to thintent be might also eytber binde unto him 
by some benefite the bing, upon whose ayde he did presently 
much leane and tmst, eyther els might diminish the force of bis 
enemyes, delivered ap to him, to have and holde for ever, the 
towne of Barwicke. Yet there is a saying that king Henry did not 
that willingly, but against his will constrained thereanto in this 
extreme miserye, that he might therefore remaine in Scotlande. 
But bowsoerer the matter waa lapped up, it is apparent that king 
James, having receaved the towne, promised king Henry all the 
favor and furtheraonce that he could doo any maner of way, which 
he performed after with diligence. When this was done, queene 
Maigarete, with EVlward her sonne, passed the seas into Frannce 
unto Rhenate, her father, duke of Angeow, there by ber faUter's 
helpe to prepare a newe armie ; and king Henry, with certune 
other noble men of bis fiiction who folowed him, determined to 
tary in Scotlande, ontill that by helpe of hia frendes he might 
renewe wane againe, which he hoped would be shortly, and pro- 
vide for himselfe and his owne afhires. Thus much of the variable 
and divers fortone of king Henry the Sixt, who reigned thirty 
eight yeres. But yet forasmuch as he recovered his kingdome 
againe tenn yeres after he had been expulsed the same, we shall 
more aptly in the next booke prosequute the residue both of his 
life and death. 
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POLTDOBB TIKGILL Or THBNOLI8HE HISTOBT THE XXuij"*. 
BOOKB. 

Edwabd, after that king Henry was dryven owt of the realme, B. 4 csme 
brang in mynde muche exaltyd, as well by reason of so great vie- ,„j crown- 
tory as of the generall revolt of the nobylytie and commons, '^ip"* 
Tetornyd to London lyke a tryumphant emperor, wher, having 
caolyd a great assemble at Westminster, be was created king the 
third calendes of July, and caulyd Edward the iiij*''. of that name 
after Wylliam the first Norman king, which was the year of mana 
salvation M.cccc.txj. The very same yeare be held a parlyament, a pulea- 
wherein first he establisshyd the state of the realme as it wer of "'"' j*" 
new, muche for the benyfit of the commonweltb, being so long neg- 
lectyd by reason of cyvill warr. Secondly, all statutes enactyd in The gU- 
parlyamentea bypast during king Henryes raigne wer repealyd, i,^ ^.^ 
abolisshed, and abrogated. Laately, his two younger brootbers, «i>e«iod. 
George and Richard, thone was made duke of Clarence, thother e.4 two 
duke of Glocester; alao John, broother to Richard earle of War- ^^^" 
wick, was created marquyse Montacute, Henry Burcsher broother DnVca. 
to Thomas arcbebyssbopp of Canterbury earle of Essex, and 
William Fawconbrydge was made earle of Kent. To this Henry thet'to the 
Burscher, being a very noble man, passing good, and by fame of ^^ °^ 
martiall prowesse highly renowmyd, Richard duke of Yorke had erected 
geaven in manage Elyzabeth his sister, that therby he might have M^wTme 
him princypally his assoryd partaker alway in warrcs and other >i>d djvera 
casualties whatsoever. The which self same thing was also the cretted. 
very cause why king Edward soone of Rychard dyd now create 
the same man earle of Essex as ys before declaryd, to thend that 
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both the ftther utd liia soones also might ayd and sapport him ; 
for Henry had begotten of Elizabeth his vyfe fowre soones, 
William, Thomas, John, and Henry, and one onely dovghter 
namyd Isabell, who tyryd short whyle ; all which soones wer poly- 
tyke in ther proctyses, peynfull in performing, in peryll of muche 
fortitude in forcast very provydent; hot moat of all those vertewa 
dyd abound in William, who was theldest. This William had 
Wn. Bar- maryed Anne a young lady of an approvyd vertew, and most 
eit^^' highe parentage, doughter to James of Lnsembrowgh earle of St. 
^st. Panle, by whom he had yssue Henry, now erle of Essex (of whom 
daagliter. we will intreat more at large in the xxvj"|, booke), Cecyly, end 
Isabell ; this dyed of disease before she was maryageable, thother 
was maryed to Walter Fen7ae; but let owr speache repar to 
speake of that wherewithall yt began. 

Whyle all things fell thus owt fortunately uppon king Ed- 
wards syd, Henry duke of Soommersett, despearing now in king 
^^|^,^_ Henryes a&yres, revoltyd to hym also, of whome he was very 
Mt wl- curtealy entertayned ; but the duke soone repentyd that be had so 
e!**?* doone, for king Henry had the mean while gatheryed in Scotland 
an army not lyttle, wherewithall he made hast sodaynly into the 
Tb« aske bishoppryk of Durham, which whan the duke of Summerset herd, 
nt^du ^® PT^'y wparyd to him, and many that wer king Henryes 
od from Mndes folowyd after; yea an ezceding great number of men, in 
hope of spoyle, assemblyd quickly from every hand, so that for 
H. 6 re- force king Henry was thowght not muche inferyor to his enemy. 
2'S"^j The fame whereof was augmentyd for that everyway as he went be 
with ■ wastyd, burnt, and spoylyd towne and fielde. Thus robbing and 
P*** P*"* destroying he came to a village caulyd Hexame, wher he met and 
encounteryd with John marquyse Montacute, and after sharp fyght, 
Mn^tedat '^ ^^ often happenyd before, was discomfyted, lossing the most 
the bktle of part of his army ; himself with contynuall £ight recoveryd Scot- 
udSjeth land, others otherwher by lyke meane aavyd themselfs. Ther 
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wer taken Henry duke of Summerset, Robert earle of Hunger- m^m tuta 
forth, and Homaa Rosse. The duke of Summerset, for altering p^^ 
of his mynde,wu beheadyd ovtof hand; tfaother wer brought to takoain 
Newcastle and executyd not long after, wherby others might be ^f h^^S^ 
OTt of hope sdng ther afflycted nobylytie bereft of this lyfe. But 
king Edward, thoi^he presently he thowght his afiayres to be now 
at the last, by reason of this late victory, su£Fycyently assuzyd, yeat 
was he very carefull that Margaret wyfe to kyng Henry ahowld by 
no meane returne into England, to move the people ther unto 
any farther sedition ; wherfor he cauxyd lay all the costes with ' 

garryson to stoppe thinvasion that might happen by sea, and 
wrote to all thinhabytants of the south parts not to reoeave the 
woman yf she showld coom, nor to ayd or relere hir any manor 
of way, for if they showld, he wold accownt uppon them as uppon 
his very adversaryes : he cansyd lay watche also uppon all the 
inarches of England agaynst Scotland^ least any should depart 
owt of the realme unto king Henry. But what danger so ever 
might by possybilytie have procedyd from king Henry, the same 
was taken away incontinent ; for himself, whether he wer past all 
£e«Te, or dryven depely to soome kynd of madnes, was not long 
fai secret, who enterprysing to enter England disguysed in appa- H. 6 u ha 
lell had scarce set foote therein when he was taken by the watdie, ^^j^^^^ 
and browght to king Edward at London, was commyttyd to warde. Enclud 
When king Henry was apprehendyd the state of the realme sootlnd, 
became more qayet, for as muche as those of that Action bought *°^ *" 
from thenseforth yt was utterly mmiete for them to practyse any bronght to 
innovations. Wheifbr king Edward, voyd almost from feare of ""™"'* 
enemy, causyd a parlyament at Westmynster, and employed at a parlU- 
his pleasure welnighe fowre whole yeres folowing for the setting JJ^Lj 
of thinges appertayning to the commonwealth and good govern- 
ment of the realme in order convenyent ; and first of all, because 
(according to the owld proverb) thusbandmaD who toyleth ow;ght 
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£rst to taste t}ie frayt of his travaylle, therfor by common a 

and authorytie of porlyament, he distrybutyd to his faytbfuU and 
E.4g«t«t well deserving servytors, the possessions of them who had holden 
tohisdi- ^t}i king Henry. After that he proTukyd the people generally to 
serranu looTe him by all kynde of lyberatytie, geaving to the nobylytie 
KuiMM* of nio** ^rge gyftes ; and moreoTer, to gane onyrersally tJie fevor of 
H. Gbii all sortes, he usyd tovardes every man of highe and low d^ree 

more than mete fomytyarytie, which trade of lyfe he never changyd. 
E. 4 Also soome lawes wer reformyd, soome newly inactyd; besydethat 

toISL ^^ ^^^ abrode a coyne as well of gold as silver, which is nsyd at 
nobiei, this day, wherof the gold partly ys caalyd ryalls, partly nobles, 
«n groatM. ^^^ ^^ sylver ys namyd grotes : fynally he cansyd open procla- 
FrocU- mation to be made throwght the whole realme, that all his 
■""J*" ta ^dversayres who wold lay arms apart, and submyt themselfes to 
all that his obeyssance, should be pardonyd; whoso wold not, should 
mit them *berfor suffer condigne punysshment. How muche this cle- 
mItcb a( mency was for his |vofyt, and what good-will the people bare to 
tioQ, ' him by reason therof, well appearyd evydent, whan for that only 

cause he semyd afterward to be unvyncyble. 

But king Edward, not content with the favor of his owne onely 

subjectes, deterraynyd also to seke thamytie of forrane princes, 
. and the same to confirm by affynytie, that ether they might help 

him, or at the least not hurt him when nede requyryd ; and therfor 
'*■'*'"** he dyd first place his syster Margaret to Charles soone to Phylip 
E. 4 duke of Burgoygne ; after that be sent Richerd earle of Warwicke 

CTimIm'" ambassador into France, to demand in marriage a young lady 
dnke of cawlyd Bone, syster to Carlot queene of France, and dowghter of 
_^g ", Lewys duke of Savoy. But whyle the earle travalyed into France 
'Warwick and delt with king Lewys touching this new affynytie, with whom 
FraDce°to *^'' yowng lady Bone was attending uppon the queene, king Ed- 
■ol^ut wardes mynde alteryd uppon the soddayn, and he tooke to wyfe 
Boaia for Elyzabeth, dowghter to Richerd eaiie Ryvers, wyfe soomtyme to 
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John Gray knight, by whom she had two Boones, Homaa and fl'??". 
Richerd ; which mariage because the woman was of meaue canlyng g, 4 q^. 
he kept secret, not onely from the nobylytie of hia owne hloode ^..^. 
and kynred, but also from Rycherd hir father. Wherfor whan yt widows to 
vas brutyd abrode throwgh the realme that the same was perfytyd, ^ '"^'^ 
all men incontynent woonderyd, that the nobylytie treuly chafyd, 
and cast owt open speaches that the king had not doone accord- 
ing to hia dignitie; they found muche fault with him in that 
mariage, and imputyd the same to his dishonor, as the thing 
wberunto be was led by blynde affection, and not by reule of rea- 
son. And sorely hereuppon either first preceded the which 
sprang up afterward betwixt king Edward and thearle of War- 
veke; ether els, as soom men think, an occasion was heareby 
taken to utter ther malyce before conceavyd; for after that king 
Edward had obtaynyd the kingdome by Uiearle of Warwekea 
meane, as well was knowen to all men, he began to have thearles 
estimation and authorytie, which himself had made very great, in 
such iealousy that he thought yt mete to be abatyd, wherby he 
myght now use all thinges as himself lyst without contradiction 
both at home and abrode. So we fynde by experience that frindes 
do very seldom aunswer lyke for lyke, yea rather unthankful! 
myndes do requyte muche good with great evell. These practises 
wer not unknowen to Rycherd earle of Warweke, whose hope 
though yt was to have thankfully rewardyd, yeat he dyd eateme 
yt best to dissemble the matter imtyll such tyme as the 
king might casually be dryren to soom distress wherein he 
might be bold to upbraid onto him his henyfytes ; and yt 
caryeth soome colour of tnithe, which commonly is reportyd, ^'A!*. 
that king Edward showld have assayed to do soome unhonest act is Mom 
in the earles howse ; for as muche as the king was a man who wold J^'j^^ 
readyly cast an eye uppon yowng ladyes, and loove them inordi- B- of. 
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owt, whether for injury offeiyd, or envye of anthorytie, so yt came 

to passe, that after thearle had intelligence from his fhndes of the 

kinges secrete maryage, and tliat his dealinge in the amhassage 

with king Lewys, as touching the contractyng of this new afiynyti^ 

fell owt in vane and to no purpose, he so highly began to be angry 

thereat, tliat forthwith he adjudgyd king Edward as a man ua- 

woortby of the regall scepter, mete to be expellyd by all meanea 

B. 4. the poanble ; yeat ther ys a common rumor at this day, that the 

^; f'.^^ cause of thw variance showld have bene this, because the esrle 

ttickebnJu) 

into grate had diBwadyd the king not to place his syster Margaret in maryage 

^^^^ unto Charles soone to Phylip duke of Bui^ygne, whom the earle 
hatyd woorse than any man lyving, and for that king Edward 
wold not heare his advise, therfor this gmdge to have growen be- 
twixt them ; as who showld say that a matter of so smanle im- 
portance could or ought to have alyenatyd the earle from hys Uege 
lord ; and this ys a mere &bell of the common people : but let 
us retnme to our purpose. The erle of Warweke beinge thus 
vexid in mynde, moovyd, and angry, least otherwise he might 
utterly overthrow him selfe and his devyse, determynyd therfor to 
dissemble and covertly heare all these injuryes, white that time 
might serve to bring his purpose to effect ; who havyng receavyd 
soone after the kinges letters of retume, eicusyd king Edward 
unto king Lewys as well as wold be for the alteration of his 
mynde, assigning the same after a sort onto loove, wherin waa 
Tfae B. of never any meane. And so retumyng into England, presentyd 
„tiiniM lumself before the king in manner accustomed, and mayde report 
^°* of his amhassage as well as he cowld, without any shew of gieife 
conceavyd. After that^ widiin few days, he departyd the coor^ by 
the kinges permission and leave, into his earldome, for the r^ 
fresshing both of mynde and body, as he gave owt. That was the 
1464. yere of oar salvation mcccclxvij, and the sixth nnce king Edward 
[Se.H67.] |,^jan his ndgnej in which yere also, Geoi^ NevyUj brootho: to 
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the earie, Trms placyd in the stede of William an^ebiBshop of-Q«>>8e> 
York, lately deade, in rew of biashops the Lij^. Also Phylip mg e. at 
doke of Bu^oypie dyed, whom Cbarles his soon succeedyd, a^JY"" 
man both for haultynes of corage and martyall knovledge passing made' 

««^»'- :Sr.„« 

When Bycherd vas arryryd in his earldome of Warwicke, as YoAe. 
we have already shewyd, he sent for his broothers, Geoi^ arche- SiSiil 
bisshop of York, and John marquyse Montacute ; with them, after rdated hli 
a day or two, he commonyd of dyvers matters ; and lastely, having ^^^^^^ 
gotten a fyt occasion to complayne uppon the king, he impartyd & re- 
to them his intente, exoortdng them with many woordea and res- nuice 
sons to joigne with him in taking king Henryes part, and to help ^- B- 
that he might be restoryd unto his kingdome ; sainge in this sort : 
* Tt is no lightnes of mynde, from the which I sm &rre of, my well 
belooryd broothen, that moreth me herein, but a settlyd jugement 
which I may now easily make of king Henry and Edward ; for he 
ys a most holy man, looving his £ryndeB intirely well, and thank- 
full for any heny^ who hath a soone, Edward by name, bom to 
great renowme, bowntyfdlnes, and lyberalytie, of whom every man 
may well looke for laige recompense, whose care and travaile ys 
to releve his father in this calamytie. This on tbother syde ys a 
man ready to offer injury, untbaokfuU, geaven wholly to folow 
senaoaltie, and already shooning all honest exercyse ; who reso- 
lutely maketh more honorable accownt of new upstart gentlemen 
than of the ancyent bowses of nobylytie ; wherfor ether most the 
nobylytie destroy him, or els he wyll destroy them. But we efr> 
pecytdly who ar fyrst touchyd with displeasure most not put upp 
the matter ; for I beleve yow ar not ignorant how that, after he 
was once settlyd in the royall seat, he began at the first secretely 
and than openly to envy tbonor of owre howse, and, one way or 
other, dayly to dymynyshe the same, as thowgh he had ez^yd 
us onto that honor, and not we him to that royall powre and 
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authorylie; and therfor, as concerning our late ambassage in 

France, we wer not accounted uppon, to thintent that thonorable 

lenowme which we have gotten emongest all the nobylytie of tbia 

land, partly by prowesse of owr parent, partly by owr owne tra- 

Tull, might be utterly dymynssfayd, defosyd, and in no reputation.* 

Tha arche- llarchebifishop was with these perswations easyly inducyd to be 

{^^''to'^' ^Jf I'is opynyon, but so was not the marquyse, for he cowld never 

ths E. of be movyd from the begyning to alow uppon any practyse agaynst 

kot thi kinge Edward ; but in thende, whan therle of Warweke was pro- 

e was fynally 
After these 

thinges, tberle of Warweke, being a man of most sharpe wit and 
<li»rge forecast, conceaving before hand that George doke of Clarence 
CbrsDM '^^^ for soome secrete, I cannot tell what cause, alyenatyd in mynde 
ft''E**Jf* '""° ^' broother king Edward, made fyrst unto him soome mur- 
Wcrwick. mar and complaynt of the king, therby to proove him how he 
was affectyd ; then after whan the duke dyd to him the lyke, ex- 
planing many injuryes receavyd at his broothers handes, he was 
the more bold to enter into greater matters, and discoveryd to the 
duke his intent and purpose, praying him to joigne therein. And 
because ther showld no suspicion of lyghtness aryse, he gave de- 
monstration evydent how warely, perfy tely, and peynfully the same 
had bene ponderyd and revotvyd in mynde, exhorting him also to 
take care and consideration of so great a cause, wherby all tbinges 
might be throwghly provyded for, esamynyd, and after a sort as- 
Omteb anryd ; fynally, after many faire promyses, he afiFyancyd unto the 
CUreacs duke his doughter, which was then mareageable ; by whose per- 
matiM the swation and request the duke was overcoome, and promysyd to do 
Wanricbei all tMnges as he should think good. Thus therle of Warweke, 
"^ *"' having impartyd his practyse with the duke, determynyd to make 
Wandok retume unto Cahce, wherof aa yeat he was captane, and ther 
^J^ '^ kept his wyfe and chyldren : but to thintent that this so huge 
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sedition, Therewith England was tossyd and tormoylyd many 
yeres after, might once at the last have a begynning, be requyryd 
his brothers, tbarchebysshop of York and the marquyse, to pro- 
cure soome uprore to be made in Yorkshyre, anoue after his de- Au aprore 
parture, so that cyviU warre might be commencyd the while he *^' 
was farre absent. These thinges thus determyned and his devyses York«ihin 
approvyd, therle transportyd with the duke unto Calyce ; and pj^ctvs or 
here, after the duke had swome never to breake the promyse which the srche. 
he had made, therle placyd unto him in maryage his eldest 
doughter, Isabel, betrouthyd to the duke as is before sayd ; which 
busynes dispatchyd, they began both two t4) delyberate more 
depely, and to conferre betwixt them selves of the maner and 
meanes howe to deale in this warre. Whan in the meane time, as 
had bene apoynted, an huge stere arose in Yorkshyre, begun 
uppon a wickyd and ungodly cause. Ther was at York an aun- 
cyent and welthy xenodochye, that ys to say, an hospytall dedi- 
catyd to St. Lieonard, wher powre and nedye people wer enter- 
tey&yd, and the sicke relevyd. To this holy howse all the whole 
provynce dyd, for devotion sake, geave yerely certane quantitie of 
wheat and first &uytes of all graynes, to serve thuse of the powre, 
which quantyty of come thusbandmen, by provokement and in- 
stigation of certane headeamen of therles faction, as the report 
went, first denyed to geave, alledging that the thinge geaven was not 
beatowyd uppon the powre but uppon the riche, and rewlers of the 
place; aftirward, whan the proctors of the sayd hospytall dyd 
ui^e the same earnestiy at ther handes, they mayd an affi-ay uppon 
them ; by which occasion secret assembles and conspyracyes fur- 
ther grew, so that within few days wer gatheryd togythers abowt . 
xv*^ thowsand men, who in battayle arraye marchyd spedely bi^e oF 
towardes York. Whan ttie frequent fiune of so great commotion |,f^ ^^ 
came to the towne, all things wer replenysshed with a wonderus of York 
feare, the cytecyns, casting in mynd carefully what best was to he comfjted. 
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doone, contynewyd as men mutuidlj unasyd therwith, and uncer- 
tane whether yt should be better to yssew owt agaynst the rage 
of this rural rowt, or to kepe the towne, aod ezpulse ther forces 
from the wanlea. But the marquyse, lyueteaant of that countrye 
for the king, delyreryd the cytie of that feere, who, taking a very 
tyt way for avoyding of further danger, encownteryd with the 
commons as they came at the very gates of the towne, wher, after 
Robirte long fygbt, be tooke ther captane Robert Huldeme, and furthwith 
bab^ad ^*'*'''* °^ '"'■ hcade, which when he had doone he causyd all his 
army to retire from the battayle, very late in the night, and with- 
drew them into the towne. But the people, no whyt appallyd, 
but rather enragyd with the death of ther captane, passing bye 
Yorke, whiche, withowt ordinance, and other engynes of warre 
Tbo re- they could not assalt, marchyd towardes London, myndyng to set 
mtrebed *^ '" ^pt(>te. And as touching that the marquyse executed the 
towtrdM eaptane of the commons, whom his owne confederates in con- 
spyracy bad sturryd up, the cause semeth to have bene, for that 
be might tberby cloke and cover bis intent, ether els because he 
bad already resolvj-d in mynde to bold with king Edward, with 
whom (as afterward appearyd) he joignyd in mutuall benevolence. 
But the king, who now began evydently to espy and conceave the 
secrete practyses of therle of Warweke, and of his brother the 
duke of Clarence, according as he bad before suspectyd, after 
that he had intellygence, by often messf^ and letters sent to him 
with all Bpede possyble, how that majnne multitude marchyd with 
banner displayed towardes London, he sent agaynst them furth- 
with William Harbert, whom two yere before be bad created earle 
of Pembrowghe, with a mightie hoate of Walahemen, gearing him 
in charge, yfoportanyte should any wher serve, to fyghtwith them. 
The earle, using great celerytie, found the Yorkshire men en- 
campyd not &rre from Northampton, wher he also pightchyd his 
tents, and the next day after gave them battayll, wherin he was 
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qnikly discom^rtTd. The Yorkeshyremen, well satufyed with this J*"^- "f 
fortunate fyght, waxed soodaynly more coole, and therefor pro- du<xim- 
cedyd no further forward, but loden with pray drew homeward, 5"^^^^ 
mynding to stay whyle therle of Warweke should coome to them ; ibire men 
who not long ^ter, togyther with the duke of Clarence, his soon 'i^aeot 
in law, heEiring of that commotion, had departyd ^om Calyce, and North- 
was now arryryd, mnche commending the captanes of the com- '' 
mona, congratulatyng the victory to all the soldiers in generall, ^f qi,^ * 
and with all dyligence preparyd an army. The king, nothing '™'^ '"^ 
appallyd with therle of Pembrowghs late overthrow, sent him w«nricke 
agane with suche supply as for releyf of the present necessytie he |^^q,)|j, 
had in readynes to make head against the enemy ; himself with a 
few fbloweth after, who, that he might be preparyd at all assays, pembrok* 
contynewally, as he vent, encreasyd his forces all that he might ""^ 
with the people of his faction reparyng to him plentifully; he pro- e. of 
fessyd openly that he went to extirp the rase of pemycious ^"™=''- 
parsons. But the earle of Warweke, whan be had intelligence of 
thenemyes approcbe, sent with owt lingering unto the duke of 
Clarence, who was bard by with an army, that he wold bring his 
forces unto him, ugnyfying withall that the day of battayle was at 
hand. Uppon this message the duke reparyd furthwith to the 
earle, and so they both having joygnyd ther forces marcbyd to a The batli 
village caulyd Banbery, wher they understoode ther enemyes to ?„^'",' 
be encampyd. Ther was a feyld fowghte. Therle of Pembrowgbe whloh the 
was taken, all his army slane and discomfytyd. Emongest this broke wm' 
number was killyd Rycherd earl Ryvers, fother to Elyzabetb the ^^>°- 
quene, and bis soone John Vedevill. King Edward came after the udnUia. 
same day a lyttle before night with a smaule army, and, bearing of 
the slaughter of his people, stayed about fyve myles from the 
village. Therle of Warweke retumyd with his victoryus army q^, g ^f 
unto his owne towne, wher, within two days after, therle of Pern- Pembroke 
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In the mean time tlie; b^;an to entreat of a pacyfycation, for the 
concludinge wherof messengers passyd often to and fro, from 
the king to therle, and from therle to the king; so that the king 
was now hrovght in hope of attonement, and by reason therof 
nether tooke convenyent hede to his owne affayre, nether fearyd 
any owtward annoyance from thennemy, as thoaghe all the matter 
had been endyd. Wheruppon therle of Warveke> conceaving by 
E.4 takea espyalls what possybylyte be had to acbeve soome fortunate ex- 
J[ij°^n|*K, ploytj approcbyd the kinges camp as secretly as he could in the 
Mjdlhiin night, and having kyllyd the watche and ward tooke the king at 
Yorkih. nnwares, whom he brought with him to Warweke, and from 
thence, to deceave the kinges frindes, he sent him by secret jour- 
neys in the night season to bee kept at Myddleham Castle in 
Yorkshire ; but no place was so iarre distant whyther as the &me 
of the kinges apprehention dyd not reache, which made many 
men tremble and quake for feare. Howbeyt, when the king was 
prysoner in the castle he began to speake fayre unto the constable 
E. 4 ci- and keperes therof, to make request unto them, and to put them 
of^'priKine. ^ ^° great hope of rewards, that, corruptyd with his plentyfull 
and large promyses, they let him go ; yeat notwithstanding the 
rumor was spred that the same was doone by therles assent, which 
had bene credyble yf therle had afterward layd armor apart; but in 
dede yt was the unfortunacy of king Henry, for sm^ly hereby 
might every man perceave perfytely that the fynale fevde of bis 
howse was at hand, which cowld not be shoonnyd nether by pollycy 
nor powre humane ; suche perchance was the vrill of God ; for 
therle of Warweke and his fiindes, for the spedall ayd, defence^ 
and preservation of king Henry alone, objected ther parsons to 
perill, consumyd ther substance, as men assuryd so long as king 
Edward lyvyd that nether they nor king Henry could beare the 
sway, and yeat, being in ther handes, they sufferyd him to escape. 
Thus may we see tliat whan our causes ar utterly to decay. 
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soomelyroe feare, Boometyme folyshe hardynes, soomtdme mad- 
■aes, soomtyme melancholy, bereaveth us of all wyt, aenne, and 
understanding. 

But king Edward, being thus delyreryd from thand of his ene- 
myes, got himself incontynent to York, wber be waa plauaybly 
receavyd of the cytecynes, and stayed two days in the towne to 
levy and arme soome force of soldiers ; but whan he was not hable 
to make up ther a mete army, and that he was resolvyd to passe 
to London throwgb the myddest of his enemyes, he went from 
thence to Lancaster, wher William Hastinges, his lord chamberlane, 
than lay. Heare by thayde of this William his powr was aug- 
mentyd, wberwitball being furnysbed be cam safe to London ; and 
not to omyt any carefulnes, travale, nor cownsell, that mete was 
for his availle in this troublesom time, be r^ardyd nothing more 
than to wyn agane the frendship of sucbe noble men as wer now 
alyenatyd from him, to confjrrme the goodwyll of them who wer 
hoTering and unconstant, and to reduce l^e mynde of tlie malty- 
tude, being browght by these innovations into a murmooring and 
dowbtfulnes what to do, unto ther late obedyence, affection, and 
goodwill towardea him. But wbaa therle of Warweke and the duke 
understood that king Edward was escapyd by trechery of ther 
owne folkes, and that all ther former practyses wer in a moment 
commyd to nought, they ragyd, fretyd, and fumyd extremely, and 
by and by assemblyng togytheres ther noblemen, tbey enteryd into 
conference agane, aearchyng owt the pollycy and dryft of ther 
enemys, that they myght enterpryse ther warres of new, which 
when the king was taken they thowght to bare bene fynysshed. 
Hiese princes wer muche encoragyd because very many who 
lyked better of (Uscord than of peace offeryd to serve frely in 
diia new warre. The king also made preparation for the lyke 
with no lease diligence than his enemyes, ether to bring home into 
unytie and obedyence or utterly to destroy bis adversaryes, that 
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all men might once at the last lyre aa for them in tranquyllyty 
and peace. 

Hius was tlie state of the realme, by reason of intestyne hatryd 

and dyvysyon emongst the nobles, most myserable, for chorchea 

and houses wer every wher spoylyd, swoord and f^ ragyd all 

over, the realme was wholy replenyssed with hamesse and weapon, 

and slaughter, bloode, and lamentation ; the feildes wer wastyd, 

towne and cytie stervyd for hunger, and many other mischiefes 

happenyd, which precede commonly from the rage of warres ; for 

which causes many of the nobylytie pytyed the ruyne of the com- 

monwelth, and therefore delte diligently as well with the king as 

with therle of Warweke and the duke for reconciliatioD, per^ 

swading soomtymes thone, soomtymes thother, rather to revolve 

with themselfes thankfully the benyfytes receavyd than wrothfully 

to revenge the late injuryes and to caole to remembrance that 

seeing yt ys an heynous offence not to releve owr parentes, muche 

more is yt detestable to subvert and by contention to ruynate 

our countre, the common parent of all, seking, by these meanea, 

to take owt of the way and fynally once abolishe this intestine 

deadly dyrision. Both thauthorytie and also intreatie of the 

nobylytie so movyd the mynde of the king and earle, that, uppon 

matuall promise of assurance made, the earle himself and the duke 

orciareuM °^ Clarence came to London, gardyd with a sdender crew of sol- 

and B. of dyers in respect of so great danger, and had at Westmynster long 

CMUG to taike with the king concerning composytion ; but both parties 

^!l^to"'tt ^^^ ^° replenyshyd with ire, that in thend nothing touching peace 

the king of could bc concludyd ; and so the king went to Canterbury to vysyte 

P^^"""' the shryne of Siunt Thomas, for performance of his vow. The 

done. earle and duke departyd to Warweke, and in Lincolnshyre pre- 

WdiM* paryd a new army, wherof he made captane Robert Welles knight, 

oapteno of soone of Kicherd Wells, an expert and valyant man of warre. The 

■nd E. newys hereof wer caryed spedely to London, wherwithall the king 
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fres Tehemently moovyd, whose hope wkh his enemyes void 
rather fxincliacend to soome maner conditions of peace than any 
more to make warre ; but the more the mmore therof encreasyd, 
contrary to his expectation, the more spedyly dyd he mtuter owt 
and levy an armye, and incontynent sent sundry and often messages 
for Rycherd Welles to repare unto him. Wherunto Richard first Rkbara 
excnsyd himself by reaaon of debylytie, want of helth, and other ^^^^"^ 
busynesses ; afterward, when his excuse wold not be admyttyd, he Pj""'' 
rode to London, and browght with him Thomas Dymmok, knight, London, 
who had maryed his sister; but having intelligence ther by his 
frindes that the king was highly offendyd with him, he fled in hast 
as a man in great feare with the sayd Thomas into the suntuary 
at Westmynster, meaning ther to tary until! the kinges ire should 
he asswagyd. Kyng Edward, who hopyd to suppresse this uprore 
without force of armes, gave his fayth and promyse for ther safe- 
tyes, and caulyd them unto him owt of sayntuary. They uppon 
the kings promyse cam ; than the king conmiandyd Rychard to 
will his scone Robert to leave of the warre, and, in the mesne time 
having his forces in readyness, marched on agaynst his enemyes, 
leading with him the sayd Rycherd and Thomas ; and whan he 
caQi within two days journey of the towne of Stamfoorth, wher 
the camp of his enemyes lay, he understood that Robert, nothing 
moovyd with his fetjier's letters, contynewyd atyll in armes; 
whereat, taking great indignation, he caused as well the sayd 
Kcherd as Thomas, contrary to fayth and promyse geaven, and to mcherd 
the woorst example that might be, to have ther heades stryke of Weili >nd 
from ther showlders. But whan Robert perceavyd the king ap- mocke '' 
proche, and nnderstoode that hia father, with Thomas aforesayd, •«'wdd«i' 
wer executyd, he withdrew himself to the next village caulyd 
£dgecote ; ther he stoode a whyle in dowt whether he sbowld fyght 
or no, because yt was a matter of great hazard to fight with so 
great forces before therle of Warwekes arryvall ; but at the last, 
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TliB btiie uppon confydence of youihly corage, he arrayed his host furthwttb 
^f^f*' and came into the fielde. The fyght was mayntaynyd certane 
the Idnge howres with great devoyr, many being killyd on both sydes ; in 
j^°^ ,Q^ thend, while that Robert travaleth with earnest aSection to kepe 
toota hifl men in order, beinge came at the poynte to fly, he was envy- 
- Wellei ind ronyd of his enemyes and taken, togethers with Thomas de la 
Ddi^kanda ^*^» knight, and many others ; after whose apprehensyon all 
and ihorilr tharmy was dryven bak and dyscorafytyd. Whan the king had 
offtbeb- gotten this victory, he put to death by and by the said Robert and 
heidei. Thomas, and dyvers others. The report ya that abowt x". men 
DfUimu. ,rg„ kyUed in that conflict. 

The earle of Warweke who was than at hys owne towne about- 

ward to come very shortly unto the camp, after he had intelly- 

genoe that battayle was joignyd sooner than be wold bare wenyd, 

and that his partde bad the OTerthrow, nowtwithstanding he had 

smaule confydence in his affayrea, yeat thowght be yt necessary to 

dissemble the matter, for that often times in the warres disaima- 

lation serreth the tume better than plane dealing; wherfor to 

thintent he might mynyster occasion of comforth to his company, 

being in utter despere, and eaven at the poynt of flighty not by 

woord only, but also by soome matter in deede, he began therfor 

busyly to prepare new supply, and laboryd withall to induce, by 

Huvim many feyre promyses, Thomas lord Stanley to be of his faction ; 

inrdWd "^^^ when he could not compasse, seeing that Thomas flatly de- 

tojojne nayed to beare armes agaynst king Edward, than fjmally seinge yt 

sarin at "f^^ ^ no purpose to wast any more tyme, and despearying that 

Wanrick. },g should be hable to cownter the force of his enemyes, he, with 

the duke of Clarence, his soone in law, departyd to £xcester, and, 

Tb« dak* whyle he stayed ther a few days, having no store of suche thinges 

of w«r^ as wer mete for the warre, he resolvyd to go unto Lewys the 

wick «ye Frenche king, as soone as might bee, whose frendship he had 

France. gotten a few yeres before, the whyle he lay with him as ambassa- 
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dor, nppon hope ether to get ayd of him, or els incense him 
agaynst king Edvard ; and in the meane time he hyryd for that 
Toyage shippes on every syde vher he could get them, causing 
them to be bronght into the haven caulyd Dertmuuth, which 
shippes not long after be fvtmysshyd with artillery and other 
thinges necessary, and therin they two, with ther wyfes and great 
nomber of ther retynew, saylyd with the first fayre wynde into 
Normandy, wher the lyretenant of that regyon entertaynyd them 
honorably, and anon advyrtysd king Lewys of therle of Warwekes 
arryvaL King Lewys bad already the e&rle of Warwyke in so 
great admyralion for the fame of his noble actes, as that he wisshid 
nothing more than to gratify the man ; wherfor, understanding 
that he was landyd in France, he sent with great rejoysing certane 
noble men to mete him, and commandyd them to say unto the 
earle, that he had long wisshyd occasion wherby to helpe him, 
and the same now offeryd he wold not omyt, reqnyring therfor 
him, with the dnke his soone, to take the paine to coome unto 
him at Amboyse (that is a maner of the kinges, sytuate uppon the 
ryrer of Loire), for the matter showld so faule owt as they should 
never repent them of that travaille. This flight of therle of War- 
weke happenyd in the ix*'* yeere of king Edwardes raigne, and of 
man's salvation u.cccclzx"«. King Edwardes care was much aug- 1470. 
mentyd by reason of the flight of his adversaryes, for that thab- 
sence of therle causyd all men to long dayly more and more to se 
him agane, as men who thowght themselfes bereft of the soone in 
this world; so famous was the name of this man amongest the 
eommooaltie as that they had nothing in more reputatyon, ez- 
tollyd nothinge with more highe commendation. What shall we 
say to that, the common people had none other song in ther 
mouths whan so ever they wer disposyd publykly to make disport 
and be mery. Wherby yt came to passe that therles faction was 
within few days augmentyd woonderfully. Wherfor the king waa 
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Tezid tvo matier of wayv, for he fearyd his enemy both abrode 
and at home ; but princypally he thowght yt mete to bevare of 
Manes- therles retnme. And therfor, with all spede posayble, he sent 
miMntto messengers to Charles duke of BuTgoigne> who (as we have before 
duke of shewyed) had maryed his sister Mai^ret, requyring him, for that 
hipnmde ^* ^™' ™ league with the Frenche, to advyse king Lewys not to 
th« kinj of ayde, nether with men nor money, therle of Warwycke and duke 
[iNi] b> *>f Clarence, enemyea to king Edward his felow in amytie, and by 
•7detb«ai. most suTB bond of afiynytie his allye. Doke Charles dyd not 
onely accomphshe the same request owt of hand, but also threst- 
enyd king Lewys if he showld assist them. But the Frenche 
king thowght those woordes so tyttle to be r^ardyd, as indeed he 
dyd contemne them, awnswering themnto, that he both mi^t, 
without breache of league, and wold also ayd his Mndes, and es- 
pecyally those who wer famouse for ther noble betes, of which com- 
pany the earle of Warwicke was one, the doing wherof should be 
nether cost nor charge to the duke. When the newys hereof 
was browgfat into England, they mayd kinge Edward rery sadde, 
and browght him muche more caase of care, in so muche that by 
examynation and torture of them who wer in warde he sought owt 
dylygently who wer inndes to his adrersaryes ; by occauon wherof 
DiT«n no- yt came to passe that right many, fearing the woorst, partly fled 
hr fcTra' of ^"*** sayntuary, partly submyttyd themselves to the king ; of this 
th< kiaf, number waa John marquise Montacute, who yealdyd agane, and 
uDctutfT' P^* himself upp wholy to the frendship and partie of king Ed- 
ward, whome he receavyd with muche curtesy and in the hyrest 
maner, to thintent he might therby allure the hartea and amytie 
of others. 

In tlus meane whyle therle of Warwicke and the duke rode to 
Amboyse, for the seing of whom all the way as he went people re- 
sortyd in great number, ao muche frcquentyd was the hme of this 
nobleman^ yea emongest the Frenche men. Whan he cam thyther 
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be ms cuitesly and snmptnonsly receavyd of king Levya, unto 
whom he, by long discours, discoveiyd the cause of hia cooming. 
King Ijewys, no lesae enamoryd and delighted with the presence 
of his frind than before with his renownyd fame, promysyd that 
he showld want nothing wherwithall he was bable to help him. 

Not long after arryryd ther also Margarete, wyfe to king Henry, Qneeno 
with Edward hir soone, prince of Wales, Jaapar earle of Pern- & the 
browghe, and John earle of Oxfbord, who a lytle before had passyd ^^' 
over to quene Margarete. Heare, after they had conferryd of E. of Pea- 
many matters touching ther owne safty, they grew finally, by j^ ^' ^ 
meane of king Lewys, to the maner of making a league. Fyrst of 2^"* "" 
all, Anne dowghter to therle of Warwick, whom he had browght Fnnce. 
over with hiiO} was aflyancyd to prince £dward ; after that, the Upon ■ 
earle and duke promyayd by otbe not to surcease the warres be- j^^^ 
fore the kingdom of England ahowld be restoryd to kinge Henry -Anne, da. 
or Edward his soone ; fynally, the quene and prince swore to ot Ww- ' 
make therle and duke protectors of the conmtonwelth, so long to *'^ *''- 
contynew that office till the prince showld be mete and fytt pnnce Ed- 
by himself to undertake that charge ; and all these thinges they *"^' 
promysyd in most religyonse and devout maner to kepe in- 
violate. Many moe condytions wer entreatyd uppon emongest 
them, which both the reason and weyght of the cause re- 
qnyryd. This league thus concludyd, king Lewys grantyd 
to thearle of Warwick armor, men, and navy, wherwithall 
being fnmisshed he might the safelyer repare into England. 
Also Rhenate^ qnene Margaretes father, helpyd the same what be 
m^ht. Now was ther musteryd and apoyntyd an army of no 
smaule account ; the navy lay ready at anchore in the mouth of 
Seyne, when as the earle receavyd letters from his frindea in Eng- 
land, signyfying that the people uiiyversally throwghout the 
reahne dyd so muche looke, hope, and long for his retume into 
England that they wer already every wber in armes, awayting his 
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airyrall, willing him therfor to make haste, ^ea thovghfe yt wer 
withowt any army, for as Boone as he showld set foote a land 
m&Dy thowsands of men wold repare to hym thyther furthwith, 
(as afterward happenyd in dede) to folow his direction in all 
poyntes, and that the comons wer wholy thus a£fectyd ; yea more- 
over that many noble men also wer right ready to mynyster 
money, munytion and mayntenance of vyctwall to that warre, and 
with hand and hart to help the same. Whan the erle had receavj-d 
those letters be was woondenis glad, and, determynyng not to 
omyt so great possybylytie of well dooing, when quene Margarete 
with her soon could not be as yeat ready for that voyage, he and 
the duke with the cries of Oxfoord and Pembrough determynyd 
with part of the host and navy to go before and geave the first 
adventure, which yf yt should well succede, than the quene with 
the prince might follow after. Therle of Warwicke therfor, think- 
ing the matter was to be delt in withowt delay and put in execu- 
tion furthwith, after that he had extollyd as muche as he could 
with most humble thankes the benyfyte of king Lewys towardes 
king Henry and himself, and was permyttyd by the king to depart, 
came, togyther with the duke and other his assocyates, unto his 
navy, and shipping his men directyd his course into England. 
During this season Charles duke of Burgoigne, grevyd in mynde 
that thearle, having receavyd ayd of the Frenche king, should 
The E. ot conduct an army against king Kdward, dyd dispose alongest the 
^«'7™!lt coste of Normandy a great navy of ships to intercept him by the 
cDmp*iiye Way; but therle, without any damage receavyd by the dukes navy, 
*f^nui"°' arryryd with his company safe in the haven of Dertmouth, from 
whence six months before be had transportyd into France. Whan 
his people wer set on land, he causyd prodamatyon to be made in 
the name of king Henry the sixt, that all men, who might for age, 
showld arme themselves agaynst Edward duke of York, who 
presently contrary to right and law usurpyd the kyngdom : wher- 
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tippon yt ys uncredible to speake how quickly the brute of tberles 
arryvallwas spred throwght all partes of the land, and at the fyrst 
newys therof, what thowsands of annyd men came to him at once. 
Whan tberle was furnysshed with so great forces, he marchyd 
towardes London. But when king Edward knew of therles ap- Kioge E. 
proche he was presently past all hope of habylytie to defend him- hitbrothw 
aelfe ; and, therfor, supposing yt best to reserve thuttermost of hys &<"■ >»'<■ 
devoyr until! soome better time to coome, he myndyd not the 
levying of an array wherwith to withstand his adversaryes, but, 
carefoU fur his owne safty, went with Richerd his broother duke 
of Glocester unto Lynne, a toune uppon the sea coaste, and, 
ther ^ding a ship ready to make sayle and passe the seas, he 
saylyd into Flanders to duke Charlea with a rowghe and tem- 
pestnouse gale of wynde, and for that not without great danger of 
lyfe. Elyzabeth his wyfe, great with chylde at the same time, fled Elyiibeths 
into Westminster and ther tooke sayntuary, wher she brought ^^g^^' 
forth a soone whom she cawlyd Edward. When the flying of king tbe luic. 
Edward was knowen abrode, therle made more haste, and without ""^"' 
all resystance came to London, and set the cyty in peace, trubblyd 
as than with a commotion of the Kentishemen, who abowt the 
tyme of kinge Edwardes departure had spoylyd the suburbs; for 
which benyfyt he was more welcome to all men. From thence he 
went to the towr, and delyveryd king Henry owt of pryson, whom h. 6 letto 
he browght in his royall apparell throwghe the middest of the"''^')^^ 
cytye, accompanyed first with Bichard Lee, lord mayre of the tawn. 
towne, and the two shyryffes, Robert Draper and Bichard Gar- 
dener, than with the whole cowncell of the cytie, unto the chirche 
of St. Faule, the people on the right and left; hand rejoysing with 
clapping of hands, and crying, God save king Henry. And then 
for thys good successe, which happenyd according to his hartes 
desyre, therle gave thankes to God. This yere wherin king Henry 
was restoryd to his kingdom was of our salvation M.cccc.lxzi. 
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^^«»»* Thus king Henry, ao often before oonqaeryd, begann agane to 
HTsr rajgne, and after these doinges abowt the 6'^ calendes of Decem- 
ber held a parlyament at Westmynster ; wherin first of all king 
Edward was proclaymd traytor to his countre, because he bad 
usurpyd the crowne, and all his possesnona wer confyacate ; lyka 
sentence was geaven uppon all them who tooke his parte, and 
also yt was enacted that all such captyres as ver of his faction 
should suffer condigne punysshement. MoreoTer, all thiogea 
decreyd, enactyd, and doone by king Edward were abrogatyd. 
Xjastely, therle of Warwicke, as one who had well deserryd of bis 
country, was mayd protector of the realme, with whom waa joynyd 
in commission the duke of Clarence. Thus was the state of the 
Jo.iiiu^ commonwelth alteryd and becoome new. John marquyae Mon- 
HoniituDB tacute came to that parlyament, who, puigying hia fawlt by long 
P*"^**™' discours that his late inclyning to king Edwardes syde waa for 
feare of lyfe onely, obtayned pardon that as he dyd the same un- 
willingly, ao he should never afterward do hia frinds good, for yf 
he had stand fast with king Edward lesae harme undoutydly 
showld he have doone being an open enemy than a faynyd frynd, 
seing that the thynges we beeware of very seldome or not muche 
annoy. But quene Margaret every day, after that day wherin 
therle of Warwicke departyd Into England, trublyd in mynde with 
incertane expectation of thevent, ceasayd not to preay humbly unto 
Ood for victory; wherof fynally, after intellygence had by letters 
from hir huaband, she anon after with Edward bir aoone tooke 
shipping, and aasayd to sayle into England. But because the 
wynter waa aharp and stormy, she waa by force of tempest dryven 
bak agane unto the land, and constreynyd to differre hir voyage 
Honij E. unto an other time. During the aame season Jaspar esrle of Pem- 
mond browghe retnmyd into Wales to his earledome, wher he fownd 
bronsht* Henry, soone to his brother Edmund earle of Richeraond, not folly 
Walea, ^- yeres owtd, kept as prysoner, but honorably browght up with 



,y Google 



BDVA.RD THB VOITBTH. 139 

the wyfe of William Haibert, who (as we have before remembryd) 
had bene by king E^dward created earle of Pembrowghe, and after 
taken in battaylle was by commandment of therle of Warwicke 
beheadyd. This chylde dyd his mother Margaret, thonely 
dowghter of John first duke of Soomerset, bring foorth whan she 
was Bcarse zitij*<° yeres owld, who thowghe afterward she msryed 
to Henry Boone to Hamfrey duke of Buckingham, and thircUy to 
Thomas earle of Darby, yeat never had any mo chyldren, as one 
thinking yt sufficient for hir to have browght into this world one 
onely, and suche a soone. And so Jaspar tooke the boy Henry 
from the wyfe of the lord Harbert, and browght him with himself 
a lyttle after whan he cam to London unto king Henry. Whan 
the king saw the chylde, beholding within himself without speache 
a prety space the haultie disposition therof, he ys reportyd to h. 6 pra- 
have sayd to the noble men ther present, 'This trewly, this is he ^^^^^ 
unto whom both we and our adversaryes most yeald and geave of H. t. 
over the domynion/ 

Thus the holy man shewyd yt woold coome to passe that Henry 
showld in time enjoy the kingdom. 

In this very yeare (that I may remember in dew place the thing 
which above in my is}\ booke I sayd that I would not omyt) Sixtus 
the iiij'''. bysshopp of Rome, advertysyd from James the m^, king 
of Scotland that the bysshops therof had no prymate whom they 
might consult concerning religion, by reason of the cyvill warres in 
England, and bong requyryd to provyde as mete was for the same, 
did creat the bisshop of saint Andrewys prymate of all Scotland, 
that, by reason of tnmultes both intestyne and f orreyn which often 
arose betwene both nations, the bisshops themselfes should not be 
sayd to want an head ; althowgh Richerd Nevell archhysshop of 
York made muche labor to the contrary. And to the sayd pry- ^ 
mate he made subject the bysshopps of Glasco, Rosse, Brechen, i 
Donkell, Doumbluie, Aberdeyn, Catbanes, Galloway, Thyles, ^ 
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Moray, Orchaney, and Sodome. Thisbysshops see was placyd in 
thile of Man, which ys thowght to be of the diocesse of York. 

Whyle these thingea were doing otberwher, king Edward, 
thoffgh he wer owt of his country, yeat dyd he not despeare bat 
to have shortly a very fyt and convenyent time for recovery E^ne 
of the kingdome ; for partly the duke of Burgoigne promysyd him 
great ayd, partly he was laboryd dayly to retume by letters and 
messengers from those of his faction ; and contynually right many, 
ether for feare of lawys, or for envye of the present state, and desyrus 
of lybertye to lyve as them lyst, fled to him owt of England, urging 
him more and more to that journey. With these fayre promyses 
king Edward was so inaensyd that he thowght yt shame to tary 
one day longer, and covetyd nothinge more than to fly over in all 
hast; wherfor whan he had gatheryd togythers scarce two ^owsand 
men, and preparyd a few shipps, at the beginning of the spring 
E. 4«riTed ^* transportyd into England, and arryvyd uppon the coaste of 
S^? "a Yorkeshyre at an haven caulyd Ravensporne. Heaie, setting his 
men on land, he consnltyd with his captanes whyther he might 
firat go, for, consydering his smaule number of soldiers, he cowld 
not conceave which way to passe in saftie suflicient. After long 
consultation they thowght yt best to send owt certane light horse- 
men abrode into the cowntrye adjoyning, to try the good will of 
the rurall people, whether they wold ryse with king Edward or 
no. These men rode furth and dyd ther dewtie with great dili- 
gence. Trewly yt ys not lyke that king Edward, being a wyse 
man, wold have enterprysyd to enter England with so smaule 
forces except he had knowen to receave great help owt of hand; 
d^e^f ^y which reason, yt ys not to be dowtyd but the duke of Clarence 
Clarence was CTcn than Secretly reconcylyd unto him, and that the mar- 
marqnei qiysB also MontBcute was becoome his partaker, wherof afterward 
Monugae the shew was evydent. But the scurryers, who wer sent to fele 
E. 4. as far as might bee how the people wer aflPectyd, returnyd the next 
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day folowing tinto king £dw&rd, and made report that all the 
cowntrye ther held firmly with king Henry, and that yt should be 
but in vane to labor them any further, for thowghe they had bene 
earnestly in hand with many to joigne with him, yeat not one man 
durst enter in any talk tberof for feare of therle of Warwick. 
Which whan king Edward knew he alteryd hys purpose of neces- 
sytie, and wher at the first he made report that he demandyd the 
crowne, now he causyd yt to be blowen abrode that he sowght 
onely for his dukedom of Yorke, to thintent that by this reason- 
able and rightewouse request he might get more favor at all 
handea. And yt ys incredible to be spoken how great effect that 
feygnyd matter was of, suche ys the force of righteuousnes gene- 
rally among all men; for whan they herd that king Edward 
myndyd nothing lesse than to require the kingdom, and sowght 
simply for his inherytance, they began to be movyd ether for pyty 
to favor faim, or at the leest not to hinder him at all from thattayn- 
ing of that dukedome. Thus, having fownd owt the mesne how to 
mollyfye or gather unto him the good wilt of ^e people, king 
Edmird purpqgyd to go to York, and went first to Beverley. 
Whan therle of Warwycke, who at those very days lay at War- 
wycke, had intelligence that king Edward was retumyd into Eng- 
land, and marchyd towardes Yorke, he sent letters by post streighc 
way to his broother Montacute, who had wynteryd at Powntfrayt 
with no smaule army of soldiers, certyfying him how great the 
danger was if thenemy showld attayne York, and commandyng 
him ether to mete and ^ght with him by the way, or to stay his 
passage unto suche time as he himselfe showld shortly coome with 
more forces, which he was gatheryng with all dylj^nce. And 
because he was not sure by which part of Yorkshyre his enemyes 
wold journey, therfor first he sent perfyte woord by post, and com- 
mandment in the kings name to every particuler towne of York- 
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shire, and than to Yorke ytself, that a]l men should be in armes, 
and to ahutt the gates agaynst king Edward. 
, In the meane season king Edward approchid York withowt 
resistance, which whan the cytecyns knew, they, by and by, taking 
weapon in hand came to defend the gates, and sent two chyefe 
men of the cytye to mete and requyre him in all ther names not 
to coome any nearer, nor to object himself to hasard, for they wer 
amyndyd to repulse him all maner of ways by force of armes. 
Wban king Edward had herd the messengers be waa no lyttle 
trubblyd in mynde, and these thinges molestyd him most of all, 
least, yf he should retyre, the country people would pursew him 
for desyre of spoyle ; again, yf he should procede, that the cyte- 
cynes sallying owt wold coompasse him rownd abowt; wberfor 
supposing yt best not to deate by vyolence, but in most curtes 
maner, he most hartely besechyd the messengers to say unto the 
cytecynnes in his name that he came not to demand the crowne 
of England, but his awncyent inherytance of the dukedome of 
York, and therfor requyryd them to assyst ther duke, who, yf be 
might by ther good help recover the same, he wold never fei^ 
the benyfy t therof ; and so with fayre speacbes he dismyssyd them 
home, and wythall drew nere to the gates in good order of bat- 
taill. The cytecynes wer soomwhat aoftenyd with king Edwardes 
aunswer, for that be semyd, as he sayd, to purpose no practyse 
agaynst king Henry ; and therfor they commounyd with him from 
the waule, requyring him to depart, which yf he wold do withowt 
delay Uiey affirmyd he showld receave no damage ; yf he wold not, 
they tould him he was in danger of his lyfe. But he gave cur- 
tesse speacbes to every of tholder men and rewlers by name, 
cewUng them worshippfull and grave magistrates, be made them 
many fayre promyses, and besowght them to suffer him to be safe 
in his owne towne. Thus the whole day almost was spent in this 
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parley ; at the last the cytecynes, uppon hope of benyfyt so bounty- 
folly promysed, came to composytion, that yf king Edward wold 
geare his othe to entertayne the cytecynes curtesly, and from 
thencefoorth to be obedient and faythfull to king Henry, they wold 
both receave him into the towne and hetpe him to ther powre. 
With these condytions king Edward waa joyfully contentyd, bo 
that the next day very early in the morning, wkyle a pryeat »ayd ttom pet 
maite at the gate wherby he waa to enter the towne, he emong *" jj^^"* 
the holy mysteryei promysyd by othe, devoutly and reverently, inttrntr: 
to observe both two, and so he waa receavyd into the towne ; who, 
notwithstanding, waa so fane from having any niinde to observe 
thone (according as furthwith after appearyd evydent) that he 
resolvyd to regard eaven nothing more than to persecute king 
Henry, and to thrust him ^om the possession of his kingdom. 
Thus oftentimea as well men of highe as of low cawling blyndyd e. 4 tooks 
with covetousnes, and forgetting all religyon and honesty, ar "?."'V^ 
woont to make promyse in swearing by thimmortal God, which m«nts to 
promyse neverthelesse they ar already determynyd to breake """■• 
before they make yt. Of this matter yt shall not yrk me to 
make mentyon in the lyfe of king Richerd the third in place 
convenyent, wher perchaunce yt may be well conceavyd that 
thissew of king Edward did partycypate also the fault of this per- 
jury. The stere of the people thus pacyfyed, king Edward enteryd 
into York, and, all memory of bia othe put apart, he fortyfyed the 
towne with garryson, least any innovation might grow therin ; he 
also augmentyd his forces, and whan they wer ready, hearing that 
his adversaryes wer slow In ther dealings, he supposyd yt so 
muche the more necessary for him to make hast, wherfor he set 
forward towardes London, and, omytting of purpose the right 
way that ledeth to Pountfreyt, wher we have before sayd that the 
lord Montacute with an host lay, he tumyd owt towardes the 
right hand scarce fowre mylea irom the camp of his enemyes. 



,y Google 



140 HISTORIE OF 

vhich whan he had passyd without any head mayd agaynst him 
by thenemy, he returayd hito the right way agane, a lyttle beyond 
tiie place of ther camp, and marchyd furth to Notingham. But this 
heynous fact of king Edward muche moved the cytecyns of York 
to anguyshe and sorow, for they wer ashamyd to have bene de- 
ceavyd so pretyly, I will not say unhonestly. 

But whan yt was brutyd abrode that king Edward was coomyd 
to Notingham without any domage recearyd, than the chief and 
headesmen every wher began to revolt to him, as they who thowght 
that ether the marquyse wold not set uppon his enemyes because 
be held with them, ether els that he durst not marche out of his 
camp because he was inferyor to them in force, and therfor they 
demyd yt more aafe to joigne with king Edward, being now fur- 
nished with a mayne army, than with danger to defend the quarell 
of king Henry. King Edward also encoragyd with this successe 
removyd his camp quickly to Leycester, wher he had intelligence 
that therle was at Warweke, and that John earle of Oxforth was 
coomyd thytherto him with a large company of soldyers, both two 
to make head agynst him ; who> thinking to prevent that matter, 
determynyd to depart thyther with his whole hoste, hoping ether 
to encounter with them in the field, ether els to joigne with his 
broother duke of Clarence, whom he thought to mete soomwher, as 
he was alreadie on his way marching with an army from London, 
before he shuwld coome unto his late confederates, least otherwyse 
he might be brought from the mynde he was now in, because be 
knew the duke was not very constant. The erle of Warweke 
trewly was in the meane tyme heavy ift hert, and much trubblyd, 
that wheras he had polytykly provydyd for all thinges, yeat the 
marquise had not onely not reparyd thyther wher his enemyes 
began first to raise forces, according as he had bene advisyd, but 
also had suflTeryd them with so smaule powre to passe by him 
unfowghten withall. Wherfor that be might in time convenient 
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joigne battaille with thenemy, who as a ryrer atigmentyd his forces 
in going, he gathereth powr for every hand, and causeth the duke 
of Clarence to he sent for in all hast, who was levying an army at 
London. Bat whan he perceavyd the duke to linger, and do all 
things negligently as a roan dowtfull whether it wer warre or peace, 
eaven than suspectyng that he was corruptyd by his broothers ; he 
marchyd forward with his forces furthwith unto Coventry, to 
thintent be might encounter thenmy as he came. Emong these g. 4 lor- 
matters king Edward came to Warwicke, and took yt, being voyd ^^ "" 
of garrison ; from thence he marchyd agaynst the erle, and en- w«rwioke. 
campyd himself nigh unto him, and the next day aft«r his arryvall 
ther he browght furth his men in battaille array, and offeryd therle 
the feylde, who, suspecting himself to be betrayed by the duke, as 
we have before sayd, kept within the waules ; and in this meane 
whyle woord was browght that the duke himself was at hand with 
an huge army ; which when king Edward understoode, he raisyd 
his camp and went to mete the duke. Howbeyt, because yt showld 
not seme sooroe suttle practyse concludyd betwixt them two, he 
marchid in good order of battaylle, as one that myndyd to fight. 
The duke dyd the lyke. But whan they came within view thone 
of thother, Richerd duke of Glocestre, as tbowghe he had bene 
apoyntyd arbyter of all controversy, first conferryd secretly with 
the duke ; than he retumyd to king Edward, and dyd the very Q^rge 
same with him. Fynally, not warre but peace \ as in every mans ^^* "^ 
mouth ; than, armor and weapon layd apart uppon both sydes, the meete uid 
broothers gladly embracyd one an other. twceSier 

After this king Edward commandyd proclamation to be made in e. 4 at the 
the same place, that the duke and his adherents should be frelv "T,*! V"^ 

r ' J pnbliibed 

pardonyd for ever. They thought good also to move the earle of by procla- 
Warwick to revolt, unto whom the duke had sent of his fryndes ^^g" * 
certane noble men, first to excuse his fact, than to eshort him that ■pMni'- 
he would, whyle he might, make soome composytion with king 
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Edward. Whan therle had herd the duke's message, first he accursyd 
and cryed owt nppon him, that, contrary to his faith and promise 
geaven, be had in suche shamefitU maner fled unto king Edward. 
Than, as touching his message, he gave none other awnswer but that 
he had rather be lyke himself than a false duke, and that therfor 
he wold not surcease the warre tyll ether he bad lost his lyfe or 
wer revengyd appon his ennerayes. From thence king Edvard, 
having bis forces thus mightyly encreasyd, set forward with assoryd 
confydence towarda London, whytber whan the newys came th^ 
the duke of Clarence was reconcylyd to his broothers, and they 
altogyther wer a coomming to the cytie, suche trembling feare 
moovyd the cytecynea as that they knew not which way to tume 
them ; but within a while the very same causyd them inelyne to 
king Edwardes syde. Abowt the same tiUe came letters Irom 
tberle to king Henry, to Edmund duke of Soommerset, to tharch- 
bisshop of York, and others of the kinges cownsell, that they wold 
have regard to kepe the cytse in obedience two or thre days after 
the coomming of thadrersaryes, for he wold in the meane time be 
ther with a mayne army to releve them. But John Stokton, 
knight, lord mayre of the towne, with John Crosby, and an other 
John, Warde by surname, cauling togythers at that very instant 
into the yeald faaule the cownsayll of the towne, began to dely- 
berate emongst themselves whether partie they had best take. In 
thend, whan they consyderyd that king Henry was suche a man as 
by himself covld not very well goveme the commonwelth, agane, 
that king Edward was wont to rewle the realme not after others 
but after his owne direction, and was suche a parsonage as cowld 
defend both himself and his horn injury, they all agreyd to hold 
with him ; which whan yt was knowen, the common sort, desiroas 
of noreltie, as soone as they herd of king Edwardes approche, 
cowld not be holden bak, but they wold goe lustly to mete him, 
and to salute him in the way by the name of king. The duke of 
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Satnmerset and others of that faction, every man shyftyd for him- 
self j but king Henry was, aa a sacryfyce to be offeryd, left alone H.etakena 
in the bysshops howse besides Powlea, and tber, ignorant what ^J ^- * "* 
way to t^ie, as a man amazyd and utterly dnllyd with trubbles and 
adversitie, was taken by king Edward and commyttyd agane to 
ward. King Edward entryd London the iij^. ides of Aprill, syx 
monthes after that he had transportyd into Flanders, and assem- 
bling the people togythers did first greatly commend the loyaltie 
of the cytecynes, and gave specyall thankes to the magistrates that 
they had conteynyd the people in obedience; he dyd also vehe- 
mently rebuke with many wuordes dyrers others, whether they 
wer cytecynes or merchant strangers, whom he knew to have 
geaven money to king Henry for levying of an army, and greatly 
complanyd of ther offences; fynally, he willyd every man tu be 
withowt feare, and pronouncyd free pardon of ther infirmyties, by 
which mylde dealyng he muche bound to him the myndes of the 
multytude. 

Therle in the meane time, seing thevent of the whole battaille to 
consyst in celerytie, marchyd great journeys after his enemyes, to 
thintent that, yf they wer hinderyd throwgh any occasion by the 
way (as he hopyd they should be), than he might Fyght with them 
before they should coome to London, which to do he thowght was 
of great importance ; for he was not ignorant how that towne, 
bong nether sufficyently vyttaylyd nor entrenchyd with any forty- 
fycation, was not hable to abide a siege, and therfor woont for the 
most part to yeald to the conqueror. And thus when he was 
already well forward in bis journey, he herd that king Edward had 
enteryd London, and had cast king Henry agane in pryson ; wherfbr 
conceaving than the whole matter to be browght of necessytie 
unto this ende, that all thinges must fynally be committyd to 
thevent of one feilde, he stayd at Saint Alboaes, partly to refreahe 
the soldiers, partly to delyberate more depely uppon the cause. 
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Ther was in the anny John duke of Excester, an other John earle 
of Oxfoorth, Edmund duke of Soommerset, and the third John 
marquise Montacute, brother to therle, whom therle himself per- 
ceavyd well now to serve in this warre agaynst his owne mynde, 
and therfor knew not how mache he might trust unto him, but 
the brootherlie loove touke away almost all suspycion ; howbeyt, 
whatsoever he conceavyd of him or others, himself alone above 
the rest without all feare determynyd to go agaynst his ennemyes, 
and so departing from Saint Albones came unto a village in the 
myd way betwixt Saint Albones and the cytie of London, and 
w's^ts ^"^ niyles from the cytie ytself, which they caule Barnet. This 
village ys sytuate uppon an hill, in the top wherof ys a place fyt 
for daraignyng of battayll. Heare the erle encampyd himself and 
abode his enemyes. Whan the rumor of therles approche was 
browght to London, king Edward musteryd owt incontynent a 
new army of most hahle yowthes adjoyning the same to thoste 
which he had browght with him a little before unto the cytie ; also 
he sowght for new supply from every hand ; he preparyd afreshe 
for armor, weapon, and all other fumyture of warre ; to be short, 
he applyed this matter with hart and hand to thuttermost of his 
powre, aa the thing which he hopyd should make an end of all his 
travales and tormoyles. Thus furnished with an huge hoste he 
set forward agaynst his enemyes, and to thintent that, yf nede 
requyryd, he might be readyer to fyght whersoever he ahowld 
fynde them, he marchyd on in square battayle : he bad with him 
also king Henry as captyre^ for that purpose peradventure that 
his enemyes seing in the 6ght ther king prysoner showtd be more 
throwghly afeard, or els, if the battaille showld go against him, 
that by king Henryes meane he might be safe. He came in this 
order after the myddest of the day uppon the hill at Barnet, and 
ther encampyd himself not fane firom bis enemyes, wher, because 
be wold not be constraynyd to joigne battaille that night, he sod- 
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danely entrenchid himaelf with new fortyfycations ; (or to prolongs 
the time was for his advantage, seing that muche ayd came to him 
from every hand ; the same was on thother syde hurt to his ene~ 
mycs, for they being fair firom ther fryndes had no hope in new 
sapplyes ; yeat both the hostes contynewed all the night in hames, 
for, by reason of the nighnes of ther tentes, the noytie and nighing 
of man and horse was so great that nether army durst geare yt 
self to rest. But whan the day began to breake, therle of Warweke 
tlius ar&yed hys armye: he placyd the marquyse his brother 
and therle of Oxfoorth with part of thorsemen in the lyft wyng ; 
himselfe with ihe duke of E^cester held the right ; in the myddest, 
betwixt both two, wer the archers, wherof the duke of Soommerset 
had the government. Whan his soldyers wer in this order, he 
than with many woordes exhortyd them to fyght manfully, to be 
of valyant and prompt corage, and to remember that they wer to 
fyght for lyberty of ther country agaynst a tyrant who had 
wickydly invadyd the royal! seat. King Edward dyd the same, 
who also, after that he had orderyd all hia owne forces, seing yeat 
an huge company of soldiers remane (for as mucbe as noble men 
assemUyd continoaUy to gratifye him), gatheryd moreover all that 
multitude togythers, to make supply as nede should requyre, who, 
being arrayed in order of battayU, he encoragyd with many per- 
awations, reheraing that he had browght them to fyght agaynst 
seditious parsons, who aowght nothing els but dissension emong 
all men, the bloode and slawghter of ther countrymen, and thutter 
ruyne of ther country. So after yt began to be light day, thalarm 
being sowndyd on ether partie, the battaile was begun : firat they 
fought with arrow afur of, and aftirward with swoordes hand to 
hand. King Edward, trusting to the multitude, wherin he farre 
excedyd thother partie, pressyd on earnestly. Therle, remembryng 
his renowmydvertewand prowesse, resystyd v&lyantly. Thus the 
fyght was myghtyly mayntayned on both sydes j many wer slane 
CAHD. aoc. u 
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every wher, -whotie rowmes freshe men dyd ever of new supply. 
In thia tyme, whylest all men, myndyng bnsyly the fyght, expectyd 
tlie event, therle, after long conflict, perceavyng his partie to be 
oppressyd with multytnde, relyved them who fowgbt in the 6rat 
front with a tronp of Hght horsemen, and causyd thenemy soom- 
what to geave ground ; which whan king Edward saw, he sent 
furthwith others to succor them. Than was the fygbt renewyd 
with greater slawghter than any time before. Now had the bat- 
tayll dowtftilly contynewyd from early in the morning till almost 
noone, whan lung Edward, whom yt yrkyd that the conflict should 
last any longer, commandyd the forces which he had hovering owt 
of the mayne battaille, to geave charge uppon tliennemy. But 
therle of Warwicke, seing the supply of his enemyes enter into the 
battayll, was therwith no whyt dismayd, but, in great confydence 
and hope of victory, most earnestly exhortyd, vehemently en- 
coragyd, and hartyly desyryd hys soldiers, thowghe very weary, 
yet now to abyde this last brunt with valyant corage, crying now 
and than emong that the battayll was at an end : howbeyt, when 
they, overtoylyd with long labor, wer nothing almost styrryd up 
with these woordes, he, with invincible corage^ made way emongest 
the myddest of his enemyes, wher, whyle he entryd nnadvysydly, 
beating down and killing thennemy, farre &om bis owne forces, 
The G. or ^"^ '>1*<> VB* thrust throagbe and slane, manfully fyghting, together 
^th"*^' with the marquise his broother, who folowyd him, having almost 
que* Hon- the victory in his hand. After therles death the resydew wer put 
^^e. *" ^yS^* ^""^ killed universally. This end had BJcberd erle of 
Warweke, which, after so many sundry chances, happenyd onto 
him throwgb haultines of corage long before his tyme by course 
of yeres. Ther was killyd on both sydes abowt x«, men, and 
the nomber of captyvea so great as by no mesne was bable to be 
rekenyd. Edmund duke of Soomersett, with John erle of Ox- 
foortb, flying incessantly towardes Scotland, alteryd hb purpose 
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for the length of the vay, and got him into Wales to therle of 
Pembrowghe. Every man sfayftyd for bimselfe, soome one way, 
soome another. The duke of Ezcester also hardly escapyd into 
the saintoary at Westmynster, and ther kept himself secrete. 
King Edward, althowgh he got a bloody Tictory, yeat, lyft up in 
mynde ezcedingly with the joy thereof, retumyd to London with 
captyve king Hesry, in most triumphant maner. The dead corses 
of therle and maiquiae wer afterward conveyghyd to the same, and 
Bofferyd to ly in coflyns tbe space of two ^ys in the chorche of 
saint Paule before they wer buryed, that all men might se they 
wer dead, lesat the people might be atirryd afterward to new 
garboyles by any pretenaed name of Warweke. But men 
say that king Edward was not so glad for therle of Warwickes 
death, but that withall he was right sorj' for the destructyon 
of the marquyse, whome, as we have ahewyd, he accowntyd his 
firind. 

In the meane time Mai^ret tiie quene being advertysyd tbat, Q- ^"|V 
by reason of king Edwardes returning into England, all thinges were aguoe in 
agane in trubble, made owt furthwith of choyse soldiers no smaule England, 
army, and, together with her soone Edward, contendyd with all 
spede possible to retume into England ; but, Godes will being to 
the contrary, the wynd and wether wer so agaynst hir as that she 
arryryd at an haven caulyd Waymouth later than the matter re- 
quyryd. Here, whan she came a land, she understood that king 
Edward was lord and master ot all, that king Henry hir husband 
was forsaken and taken, that therle of Warwicke and his broother 
wer killyd, and that his forces wer partly destroyed, partly scat- 
tryd ; and, fynally, that a scourge was receavyd most sharp and 
bitter, as well in respect of the conflict yt self, as of the tyme. 
Whan she herd these things the myserable woman swownyd for 
feare ; she was distrawght, dismayd, and tormentyd with sorow ; 
she lamentyd the calamyty of the time, the adversity of fortune. 
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hir owne toyle and mysery ; she bewaylyd tiie unhappy end of 
idng Henry, which now she accowntyd asaurydly to be at hand ; 
and, to be short, she so afflictyd hir self as one more desyms to dy 
than lyre, foreseing perchance inwardly in mynde woorse matters 
immynent and hanging orer hir head. Than might qaene Mar- 
garet have caulyd to mynde that these maner mysdtiefes had 
chancyd princypally for the death of Humfrey duke of Glo- 
cester, of which practise, thowgh percase she wer no partaker, 
yeat not giltles, because she myght have preservyd that good no- 
bleman ; for surely yf that one man had lyvyd and rewlyd the 
realme, king Henry had never comyd in so many hazards of hys 
lyfe. Wold to God many wold well weygh the causes of snche 
eventes, who measure equytee and right according to ther power 
QnecDt and will : but I will retume to the matter. Quene Margaret pei^ 
& h^*" ceaving yt was in vane to provyde for wanes, and now almost 
*oon« despearing of hir owne saftye and hir soons, departyd to the next 
uDctiwrj. abbay, of the cystertyan order, which ys at a Tillage caulyd Beaw- 
lyew, and there tooke sayntuory. Tht report in the meone time of 
^'^if' ^^ coomming being brutyd abrode, Edmund duke of Soommerset} 
tbat aA- with John his broother, Thomas Cortney erle of Devonshire (who 
Q. Marea- before had alway been of thother party), Jasper erle of Pem- 
nt. browgh, John lord Wenlocke, and John Longstroth' chief captane 

of the knightes of Rhodes, met together quikly at Beaulyeu, and 
went to the quene. The dolefall wooman, seing the noblemen 
who wer hir frindes, was soomwhat refreshyd in mynde, and, layng 
feare soomwhat apart, to thintent they showld not think she hod 
doone any thing unadvysdiy, she talkyd with them of many mat- 
ters, and declaryd the cawse why she could not be present in 
tyme, and what reason movyd her to fly unto that suntwary ; be- 
seeching them particularly, ^rst before all other thinges, to pro- 
vyde for the safetie of hir soon; and, despeyryng utterly to pre- 
rayle at this present by force of armes, she thovght yt best to 
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sayle againe into Fntnoe, yf the tyme of yeare, and malice of 
the meny wold so pennyt, and tber to abyde till Qod should geave 
better opportunytie to use armes. The duke with thothers, after he 
had comfortyd the quene with many perswatiuns, b^an to make a 
long discourse of the state and condition of warre; and first be 
thowght that no delay was to be made, least tberby themselves 
sfaowld be weaker, and king Edward becoome stronger, who now 
had no army in readynes, seing that in the late conflict almost all 
the yowthly force of that factyon was broken and abatyd ; and that 
he who in the late hattayle against therle of Warwicke had had so 
good successe, might by good reason have the contrary in the war 
to come, consydering the chance of warre was woont right often 
to be varyable, eaven at an instant ; secondly, he affirmyd that a 
good part of the nobylylie stoode with king Henry, and that sol- 
dyers wold willingly coome to ayde byr, yf so be that she wold, as 
sbe had often, becoome captane agaynat thennemy, and hereunto 
himself offeryd large forces, and more ample dyd promise in the 
name of both therlea ; lastcly, after that he had shewyd many rea- 
sons why the victory was lyke to be tbers, he besowght all men to 
be of good cbere, and, because the matter requyryd haste, to treat 
no more of the state and condytion therof, but of thenterprising 
presently the warre yt self. To thia the quene, whose care was 
most not for hir owne but for hir soones safety, and for that tooke 
great care and tbowght, whose owne most provydent mynde gave 
ber that no good wold coome hereof, made awnswer, that she could 
lyke well of his opynion yf nothing wer to be hazardyd more dere 
than her owne lyfe; but she suspectyd least, whyle they sowght to 
auccore the decayd case of the commonwelth, the lyfe of prince 
Edward should be in danger, in whom the whole hope of that 
bowse consystyd, and tberfor wissbyd that ether the warre might 
be put of unto an other time, or that hir scene might be sent into 
France, ther to be kept safe and secrete, whyle thevent of the first 
conflict sbowd fawle out. Treuly the mother bad good cause 
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dylygently to proryde for the lyfe of hir soone, seing that next 
unto hir husband, whom she accowntyd lost, ther was not nnto 
hir any thing better belovyd, dearer, nor more to hir comfoortfa. 
Thus this most prudent queue requyryd that these princes, polytyk 
in martiall afiayres, would well weygh all these thinges before 
hand, because, yf afterward they ahowld think yt mete to com- 
mence warre, she wold not deny to be of ther mynde. But yt 
was no boote to ai^ew longer uppon the matter, the duke afhrming 
that they wer all determynyd wbyle lyfe dyd last to mayntaine 
waire agaynst tber enemyes, and therfor the thing that was with 
most mature delyberation condndyd was also with lyke firm con- 
sent to be performyd. And so all evericbe one being encoragyd 
to make warre, every man for his part gatheryd forces. The duke 
through all hys domynyon muateryd with dylygenoe, hkewyse did 
therle of Devonshire! therle of Pembrowgh also departyd to his 
earledom for the same cause. The Quene at the last, broi^bt into 
the lyke hope of well doing, sayd, I pray God spede us wel^ 
and forthwith procedyd to Bath, as the duke had advysyd hir, ther 
to tary while hir confederates returnyd ; but wher a way so ever 
she mynded to go, few knew thereof, to thend that hir intent 
showld not be discoveryd to hir advcrsaryes before she arryryd 
in the place wherunto she travayld. 
E.4 lavied Also king Edwafd, whan he understoode that quene Mai|;aret 
'^°"^ bi^ was coomyd into England, and that the duke of Soommerset and 
Marl- bis allyes dyd gather an army, sent incontinent certane light horse 
"*^ * men abrode every way to espye how great the forces of thenemyes 
wer, and whyther they tooke the course. They rode foorth 
spedyly, as they had bene commandyd, and having scurryed all the 
west part of the regyon, made relation what they had perceavyd 
and knowen. By whose travayle, whan the king could not be 
sure what way his ennemyea tooke, he determynyd to encounter 
with them soomewher before they showld approche London, and 
so he marcbyd with that force which be had levyed at London 
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into Oxfoorthshire, and seking a place ^ for pightching his tentes, 
he chose the same at Abyngton, commanding that all powr to be 
gatheryd otherwher showld thyther resort. Here, when he had 
assetnblyd all his hoste togethers, and understoode that his ad- 
versaryes wer coome to Bathe, tarrying ther to augment the ntim- 
ber of ther soldiers by confluence of people who from every hand 
resortyd to them, he departed from thence to Marlebridge, which 
village is distant from Bath about xr^". myles, and thyther he 
made hast, to thintent that by gearing his enemyes a possybylytie 
of fyght he might joigne battaill with them before they went into 
Wales, whyther he suspectyd (as ther meaning was indede) that 
they wold go to joigne themselves with therle of Pembrowghe, 
who preparyd huge forces in those partes. But whan the Quene 
understoode that king Edward was before bir, she departyd tiom 
Bath and went to Bristow, sending certane horsemen from thence 
before to searche whether she might have safe and open passage 
throwgh Glocestershire into Wales, whose intent was 6rst to go 
thyther for increasing of bir army, and than incontinent without 
delay to marche with baner displayed against thenemy whersoever 
he showld abyde; her scorryers cam quykly agane, declaring that 
the towne of Glocester was firme and fast to duke Richerd, king 
Edwardes brother ; and thowgh they had first assayed them with 
fayre promyses, and than after with threatenings, to revolt, yeat 
they wer no whyt moved therwithall. That being knowen, the 
quene departyd from Bristow, and marchyd to a towne aytuate 
nppon the ryver Seveme which is caulyd Tewkesbury, passing by Tbt battle 
Glocester, because she wold wast no time in beseiging the towne. bnry!'^ 
Here, whan they had pightchydther tentes, the duke of Soomersett, 
having intellygence that king Edward, who folowyd them foote by 
foote, was not far of, drew his men foorth into battaile aray, muche 
agtunst thadvisB of tbother captaines, irtio thought best to tarry 
til therle of Pembrowghe ahowld coome. King Edward also was 
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at hand not long after with his army well orderyd ; and, thalanne 
sowndjd on both sydes, they joignyd battayll. After long and 
sharp fight, Edmund the duke, perceaving his amaule number to 
be overlayd with the multitude of his ennemyes, drew furthwith 
his men bak to thir standerdes, that, being close togythers, they 
might more easely resysU The same also soomwhat refresshyd 
the corage of the soldiers, so that they began more fiercely to lay 
on : but whan the quene had not Ireshe soldiers to supply the 
places of wearyd and woundyd, she was overmatchyd of the mul- 
titude, and in thend vanqaisshed ; hir company being killyd and 
taken almost every one. Ther dyed in that hattaill of noble men, 
Thomas earle of Devonshire, John lord Wenlock, lord John, 
hroother to the duke of Summerset, with many other. Ther wer 
taken, Margaret the quene, Edward the prince, Edmund duke of 
Soomerset, John lord of Saint Johns, and xx'*. moe knightes. 
All those, except quene Margaret and the prince, wer within two 
days after beheadyd in the same towne. Edward the prince and 
excellent yowth, being hrowght a lyttie after to the speache of 
king Edward, and demaundyd how he durst be so bowld as to 
enter and make warre in his reahne, made awnswer, with bold 
mynde, that he cnme to recover his awncyent inherytance ; here- 
Edmrd unto king Edward gave no awnswer, onely thrusting the young 
^eprince ^^jj f^j^ \^jj^ ^th Hs hand, whom furthwith, those that wer 
Ow kinga present wer George duke of Clarence, lUcherd duke of Glocester, 
and William lord Hastinges, crewelly murderyd ; his corse, with 
the resydew of them that wer slane, was interryd in the next abbay 
Q, MiTgs- (>f monUes of thorder of St Benedict. But quene Margaret was 
re*"!"- oonvayd captyve to London, and, not long after being ransomyd, 
■sate was of theuemy sufiferyd to depart, who saylyd into France, lyvyd 
""^ in perpetuall mooming, and yeat not that so muche for hirself or 
hir husband, who wer now well agyd, as for the losse of hir soone 
Edward, whom she, whom Henry his father, thowght to leave ii^ 
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saftie, after the lo«se of ther owne lyves and di^yties, by reason 
vherof ther could not have happenyd to them in all this world a 
matter of more grefe. But king Edward, rejoysing immortally for 
the victory, which endyd intestine dyvysion, after he had viewyd 
rarcumspectly all that part of the realme wherin bis adrersaryes 
bad assemblyd, retumyd to London, wber was woonderfuU re- 
joysing of all sortes, with contynuall prayer, the space of thre 
days. This was tbend and conclusion of king Edwardes martiall 
ezploytes, which was the yere of our salvation M.ccccJxxi, and 
the xi"' of king Edwardes raigne. 

About the time of king Edwardes retume^ Tbomaa Faucon- Bagtird 
bridge, base begotten soone to William Fauconbridge erle "ff^"™"- 
Kent, a man of much audacytie> and factious withall, whom evell the kent- 
lyfe especyally stirryd upp to disturb the commonweltb, made a J'^f^'J^''' 
great garboyle : for he had aomtime bene made admyrall by the lurpriae 
erle of Warweke to kepe the passage betwixt Calice and Dover, that 
none of king Edwardes syd might frely pass ; after that, being be- 
come nedy and offensyve, as well to frend as foe, be began openly 
to play the pyrate, wberby yt came to passe that within short 
space, being furnished with good store of shippes, be robbyd and 
spoylyd all abowt the coaste. At the last, arryving in Kent, he cam 
a land, and, having gatheryd no amaule [towr of Kentishe people, 
be marchid foorth right to London, and at bis very first cooming 
made great spoyle, all his men showting and crying that they wer 
coome to delyrer Henry ther king. But whan yt was knowen that 
quene Margaret was vanquisshed in battaille, than William Ed- 
wardes, lord mayor for that yere, with John Aleyn and an other 
John, Chelley, sbyrySes, assemblyd a good number of soldiers, 
and geaving charge appon Fawconbridge reskewyd the spoyle 
and put him to flight, kylling and taking many of the Kentish 
folk in the chace. 

This stere, lyttle thowgh yt wer, yeat yf yt bad bene rasyd a 

CAHD. 80C. X 



,y Google 



HI8TORIB OP BNOLAND. 



lyttle befor, no dowt bat yt had browght King Edwardes affayrea 
in great hazard. But trevly king E>lvard vas in theae laat warres 
the happyest man in the world, in that his adrersaryeB assayled 
him at aeverall times. Surely, yf at the aame time that therle of 
Warwycke hastenyd to London with his most forward and well 
fumisshyd forces, quene Margaret had of an other ayde enteryd 
England, as she thryse had earnestly assayed, wberby she behinde 
and be before had ai^d tbenemy at one instant ; or yf Edmund 
duke of Soomerset had not at Teuchesbury daraignyd battull be- 
fore Jaspar erle of Fembrowgh had with his supply arryryd; or yf 
Fawcoobridge had assaulted the cyty withall at the aame time, 
thone or thother of these thynges nedes must hare folowyd; that 
ether king Edward of fyne force must have fled, or bene com- 
pellyd fowly to yeald. Thus may we se that, as in all other 
thinges so in warre especyally, according to the common proverb, 
the good fortune of a man ys all. Yeat yt may be peradventnre 
that this came to passe by reason of tbinfortunacy of the bowse of 
Lancaster, which wyse men tho^^ht eaven than was to be ad- 
scryhyd to the rightewousnes of Qod ; because the sovenugnty 
extortyd forceably by Henry the Fourth, grand&ther to king 
Henry the Sixt, covld not therby be long enjoyed of that &myly, 
and so the grand&thers offence redowndyd unto the nephews. 
But now agane to the matter. 
Butarde The Fawconbridge sped him spedyly unto his ships, but soone 
bridg"'' ^f**"" MTyring unadvysydly at Southampton he was taken and 
bcheded. beheadyd. Howbeyt, Jaspar erle of Pembrowgh, whan he nnder- 
stoode that the Quene was vanquysshed in a fowghten f^lde at 
Tewkesbury, and that matters wer past all hope of recovery, re- 
tyryd with bis retynew, which he was condactyng to his confede- 
rates, hak agane to Chepstow. Whyle he heare taryed lamenting 
that headynesse, which alway ys blynde and improvident, had 
utterly overthrowne the universall powr of king Henry, and dely- 
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beratyng with his frends what coarse was best to take, behold one 
R<^r Vanghan, a very valyRnt man, sent thyther by king Edward 
for that purpose, went about by a trayn to take him; wherof 
therle being adrertysyd tooke the sayd Roger within the towne Rog<re 
and cut of his bead ; and so he sufieryd death at therlea apoynt- Iom bis 
ment which himself asaayd by guyle to bare brought therle unto. ^*'^'' 
Hereof may we gather that a man ought to feare a plague to 
hinge over bis owne head who seketb an others destructioQ. 
Therle departyd from thence to Pembrowghe, whom incontinent The cark 
Moi^n Thomas, sent by king Edward, bes^^d, and kept in with broke it 
diche and trenche that he might not escape ; but the viij^li day boe^e. 
folowing he was delyveryd from that disCres by Davyd, broother 
to the sayd Morgan, hys assuryd faythfuU friiid, and departyd 
furthwith to a towae by the sea syde caulyd Tynby, wher having 
a barke preparyd owt of hand he sayiyd into France with his jarper E. 
brootbers soon Henry erie of Richemond, and certane other his ^ y"' . 
firindes and servantes, whose chaunce being tu arryve in Brytayne Henr; B. 
he preaentyd himself humbly to Francisse duke ther, and, report- ^aQdViie 
ing the cause of his cooming, submyttyd himself and his nephew toFrennce. 
to his protection. The duke receavyd them willingly, and with 
fluche honor, curtesy, and favor intertaynyd them as thowgh they 
had bene his broothen, promysing them uppon his honor that 
within his domynyon they shuwld bee from ^encefurth far from 
injury, and pasae at ther pleasure to and fro withowt danger. 

King Edward, whan bis realme was thus pacyfyed, to thintent 
ther sfaowld be no new insurrections, travalyd not long after 
throwgh Kent, wholy because the last tnmolt under the conduct 
of the Fawconbridge had procedyd from thence, and he punyshed 
severely those who had made the sedytion ; which busynes being 
dispatchyd, to thintent every man might conceave a perfyte peace 
to be attainyd, and that all feare of enemyes might be abolisshyd, H.6mDr. 
Henry the Sixt, being not long before depryvyd of hys dyademe, theiWe. 
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was pot to death in the tour of London. The contynnall report 
is, that Richerd duke of Glocester killjd him with a swoord, 
whereby his brother might be delyreryd from all feare of hosty- 
lytie. But who so ever wer the killer of that holy man, yt is 
apparant ynoughe, that as well the murtherer as the procurers 
tberof sufieryd punyssbement for ther offences, who, whan as 
afterward they had none enemyes uppon whom to satisfy and 
satyate tber cmeltie, ezercysyd the same uppon themselTes, as 
hereafter in place convenyent shalbe declaryd, and embrewyd thw 
handes in ther own bloode. Afterward the corse of king Henry 
was without any honor browght from the towre to Sunt Paoles 
churche, wher yt lay uppon the heere all one day, and the day 
folowing was caryed unto an abbay of moonkes of Saint Benedicts 
H. 6 baried Order, in a towne caulyd Cbertaey, distant rv*^ mylea from London, 
*"*••■ and ther was bnryed ; but not long after yt was transferryd from 
that place to the castle of Wyndsore, and ther layd in a new tombe 
The foDD- in Saint George his chaple. The sayd abbay was bayldyd of old 
Ch^rtseT '^'"^ '^^ Chertsey by St. Erkenwald bishop of London, ahowt the 
Abbejr. ygre of our Lord six hundreth seventie nyne, as we have ahewyd in 
H. 6 di»- the fourth hooke. King Henry raignyd xxxviij" yeres, and, after he 
*" * receavyd the kingdomeagane,vj.monthes; he lyryd lii. yeres. He 
begot of quene Margaret Edward his onely 8oone> prince of Wales. 
He was taule of stature, sclender of body, whemnto aU his mem- 
bers wer proportionahly correspondent; he was of coomly vysage, 
wherin did glister contynually that bowntefulnes of disposition 
wherwith he was abundantly endewyd. He dyd of his owne 
naturall inclynation abhorre all vices both of body and mynde, by 
reason wherof he was of honest conversation eaven from a chylde, 
pure and clene, partaken of none evell, ready to conceare all that 
was good, a contemner of all those thinges whiche commonly cor- 
rupt the myndes of men, so patient also in suffering of injuryes, 
recearyd now and then, as that he covetyd in his hart no revenge, 
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but for the very same gave God Almighty most humble thankes, 
because therby he thowght his sinnes to be waashyd &way ; yea, 
vbat shalle we say, that this good, gratious, holy, sober, and wyse 
man, wold affirme all these myseryes to have happenyd unto him 
both for his owne and his ancestors manyfold offences ; wberfor 
he dyd not muche account what dignitie, what honor, what state 
of l^ie, what soone, what hinda be had lost, nor made muche dole 
for the same ; but yf in any thing he had offendyd God, Uiat had 
he regard of, that dyd he mome for, that was he sorry for. These 
and suche lyke actions and offices of parfyte bo)ynes, made, that 
for his cause God shewyd many myntcles in his lyfe time. By 
reason wherof king Henry the tii^, not without desert, began a few 
yeres past to procure at the hande of Julius byshop of Rome 
that he might be canonyzyd for a Saynt, but being prereutid by 
hasty death be could not perform that honorable fact. Moreover, u effua. 
this Henry was of lyberall mynde ; he had good learning in great 
reverence, and loovyd them who wer indewyd therwitbaU, wherfor 
he helpyd hia owne people that tbey might be instructyd ; for he 
foondyd a aampteaous scboole at Eton, a towne next unto Wynde- 
sore, in whiche he placyd a colledge of priestes, and children in 
great number, ther to be browght upp and taught tber grammer 
frely and without coste. The same man was also fownder of the 
Kinges colledge at Cambrydge, which so doryasheth at this day 
with thomaments of learning that yt may well bee cawlyd tiie 
prince of all colledges. But now [ will retume to the matter. 

Thus king Edward, being delyreryd from a great part of his 
cares and causes of feare, to thintent ther showld not remane any 
trace or tracke of the faction adverse, determynyd utterly to 
destroy the remaaunt of bis enemyes whersoever they wer; and 
therfor he sent George archebisshop of York, therle of Warwickes 
broother, to pyne away in pryson at Guyons, wher be contynewyd 
long in ward, but being afterward set at lybertJe, he dyed by and 
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by for sorov; tinto whom suocedyd Xiaurence Both, and to that 
Laurence, dying three yere after, Thomas Rotheram bisshop of 
Lincohie, who was by orderly succession the tiiij^'' bishop. Also 
the king found meane to coom by John erie of Oxford, who not 
long after the discomfyture receavyd at the towne of Bamet fled 
JobD E. of into Comewall, and both tooke and kept Saint Mychaels Mount, 
Mnt°t.ri "^^ ^*°' ^'"^ *" * castle beyond the sea caulyd Hammes, wher he 
■oner to was kept prysoner more than zij. yeres after. Many moreover wer 
CuOe. ^ppon lyttle suspytion taken in many places, and other commyttyd 
to ward or grevoasly fynyd. Besydes these tbii^es, to thinteot that 
his foes might fynde no succor in the countries adjoyning, he tooke 
treuce with James king of Scottes for xz. yeres. But yeat because 
he might have soomwhat to think uppon, and that he showld not 
lyre aJtogethers in perfyte securytde, he had intelligence at the 
same time that thertes of Pembrowgh and Bichemond were trans- 
portyd into Bryteyn, and of the duke ther curtesly receavyd and 
intertaynd; which matter indede he tooke very grevously, and 
thowgh hys mynd gave him that soome evell wold coome tberby, 
which to prevent he sent in all bast secret messengers to the duke, 
proraysing to geave great rewardes so that he wold make delyvery 
of both therles. The duke herd wilhngly king Edwardes ambas- 
sage, and whan be understoode that therles were so riche a pray 
he determynyd not to let them go, but to kepe them more warely 
than befoor, making awnswer to thambassadors that he might not 
delyver them to the king, bye reason of bis promyse and fydelyte 
geaven to the contrary ; but he wold for his cause kepe them so 
sure as ther should be none occasion for him to suspect that they 
should ever procure his harme any maner of way. Whan tham- 
bassadors could not obtaine the thing they requyryd they receavyd 
that for awnswer, and returned to the kinge, who than wrote 
agane to the duke, requiring that for his honour, good fame, and 
constancy, be wold performe the thing which of bis owne accord 
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he had offeryd, and he promysyd both money, ayd, and hnge 
gyfts, and payd the same plentyfuUy every yeare afterward. The 
duke than seing that the remanyng of those two erles with him 
redowndyd to his advantage, least peradTenture they might depart 
soome other wher, devydyd them in sundre, and, removing from 
them thinglishe servyteures which they brought with them, placyd 
men of his owne country to wayt uppon and gard them. In thej^ mUt^ 
meane time the king caulyd a parlyament at Westminster the ■°'°' 
iij' ides of October and xij") yere of his raigne, which was of mans 
salvation u .cccclxxiij.; wherein first wer revyred all suche bis con- 
stitutions and lawys, which bad bene repealyd and abrogatyd a 
lyttle before by king Henry the vi"*, and statutes made for the fbr- 
fitture and sale of all his adversaryes possessions, and the cawlyng 
home again from exile of them who a few monthes before had bene 
attaintyd of treason by his enemyes ; secondly, a taske was im- 
posyd for money, wberof the kinges coffers were very bare ; thirdly, 
as well publyk as pryvate quarrells rysen emongest the nobylytie, 
wberof the number was few, the better part of them being con- 
snmyd with domesticall dissention, was pacyfyed, appeasyd, and 
taken upp. The king himself helpyd this matter as muche as in 
him lay ; who to move other men by his good example to forget 
injuryes and lay hatryd apart, grauntyd fre pardon for all treason 
and breache of law to all men that presently wer within the realme 
and had bene hytherto of thother faction. Not long also after 
that he receavyd to his grace and favor the German marchantes Thi Ger- 
who wer borne uppon the sea coast of Almany, whom he had ^"JjJ"" 
before cast in pryson, confyscatyng ther goodes, because certane mtoccd. 
ships of Lin had bene interceptyd by the Danes for a murder 
wberof thinglishe men wer accowntyd guyltie, of which sayd fact 
the Germane merchantes wer reportyd to bee pryncypall pro- 
curers. But whan tryall of treoth endyd the controversy, king 
Edward made unto the merchantes full restitution, who being 
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afterward by reason liereof made more circumspect, have with 
great diligence conservyd ther pryreledges receavyd both of king 
Ricberd the iij"' and of king Henry the Seventh. 
E.4jajncd Whyle that king £dward gave himself vholy to the setting in 
^?*fr order his causes at home, behold he vas cavlyd by the duke of 
duke of Burgoyne to thenterprysing of forreyn wane agaynst Lewys the 
■^DBt'the ^^i^<^c ^^^St ^^^ ^° soomwhat myght alway remane to the dis- 
K. of turbing of cyvyll tranquyllytie. The kinge rowld not choise but 
joigne in that warre for many causes, wberof cbiefiy wer two; 
thone because king Lewys was bta enemy, as he who had armyd 
therle of Warwicke in Fraunce agaynst him, thother for that, 
besydes thafifynytie which he had with the duke of Burgoigne, he 
was also singulerly beholden unto him for hys manyfold beny^tes 
bestowyd uppon him whan he was dryven owt of England : wher- 
for, after conference had with his nobles of so wetghtie warres, he 
Bwnsweryd the duke of Burgoigne that he wold joigne with him 
therein agaynst the Frenche king. Trewly at that time the rage of 
warre was great betwixt duke Charles and king Lewys, and be- 
cause king Lewys being an hard and froward man of nature was 
injoryoos and spytefull both to frind and foe, therfor many noble 
men of France, abhorring bis unreasonable dealing, conapyryd 
e&er openly or secretely with the duke of Bnrgoygne: in the 
number of whom was Lewys of Lucembrough, constable of France, 
who conferryd with the Bui^ignyon and right many of the 
nobylytie to bring the king in sucbe distress, as that ether he 
might reforme his tyfe, or els be in jeopardy, insomuche that the 
commonwelth of France showld be urgyd both with forrein and 
intestyne warre all at once. The duke discoveryd all his secretes 
to king £dward, the rather therby to allure him to take armes, 
which matters indede, as assuryd signes of victorye, drew fynally 
the king into that warre, who with all spede possyble preparyd 
both hoste and navy ; and because muche money was necessary to 
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be had for difiVaying the chains of that aimy, and that the money 
gstheryd a lyttle before by meane of taske was disbursyd and 
spent already in hia domesticall afiayres, a deryae cam in his 
heade, vherby he might poUytykly procure his more wealthy 
frindes to geave money, in so mache timt they who wold not part 
vithall might be cawlyd unkynd. And therfbr he causyd certane 
hia officers of receit and commissioners to caule before them all 
riche men generally, and to explane to them particularly, the 
cause he had to make warre, themptynes of his coffers, and for the 
trew hart, goodwill, and t&var which they bore his maieate, to 
require ther help of soome money, to support the charge of this 
warre : but to be short, bis practyse so prevalyd, that soome r&- 
membring the benyfytes recearyd, soome for sfaame&stnes, soome 
other for very feare, every man professing to shew his goodwill, 
according to his habylytie, aydyd the king with money, and he, 
to shew his thankMl accepting of this benyfyt, and for the per- 
petuall memory therof, caulyd the trybnte thus frely geaven a 
benevolence, though perchance very many gave that benevolence 
with evell will. Thus king Edward, fumisshyd per^tely with all 
Ihingea appertanyng to the warres, and having assemblyd an army 
of 20,000 men, passyd the seas to Calyce the fourth nones of 
July, to whom duke Charles reparyd forthwith, and, putting him 
in comfoorth of victory, eamestiy exhortyd him to apply this 
warre with all devoyr, vherby he might and should recover his 
right from the Frenche. 

But whan king Lewys nnderstoode that king Edward was B. 4 tent 
already arryvyd with an army, in the contynent he augmentyd his ,^to Rum 
forces, and the more danger that he saw hung over his head from i° ■u ot 

' ^ - v^ ^ -L ..V 1. thednkoof 

SO many moat mightie enemyea togythers, wita so muche more BaifaDdy. 

celerytie determynyd to make head agaynst them ; wherfor he sent 
before, with suche force as be bad haately gatheryd, Robert Stote- 
vylle, his lyretenant, to the bounds of Artoyse, who might 
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receave the first brunt of thinglisbe approcbe ; himselfe the meane 
vfayle ata^d at Senle8> ymageDuig by what meane he might bring 
the matter to a treaty ; For, seing he wm forsaken of his subjectes, 
whom himself had rejeotyd, be dyd inwardly forsee, that yf bloode 
wer once drawen the warre wold be longer and more perillos, 
wherfor he was desyroa of notJiing so muche as of peace. Sudie 
matters as tiiese ver in king Lewys head, whan king Edward 
removyd from Calice and entryd Artoyse, unto whom the fVench 
AnbuM- king sent fiirthwith ambassadors for peace. The king of En^and 
trn'^the*' 8®^^ them audience, and having herd ther ambassage, began to 
Ftenohs grow coole, and not muche to mislyke of peace : for tbo\^he he 
t^l^[^J°of ^^ A Talyant man, and by fome of his nobles ^tes encoragyd 
P««i rather to desyre warre than peace with the Frcnche, thancyent 
condndjd. enemy of thinglisbe name, yeat whan he revolvyd with hiinself, 
how that the forces of England were so consumyd with cyryll 
contentyon as yf nede should require a new snpply of soldyers 
yt was almost vnpossyble to levy the same convenyently of hia 
owne subjectea, and whan also he was not ignorant of emptie 
coffers, so that he should not be hable to nwke pay any long 
time to the soldier, he thowght that of very necessytie he mast 
yealde and refrane from warre in the end, which he mygbt now 
^rniah with honorable conditions, having especyally just cause to 
complane that the Burgoygnyon and he of Lucembronghe dyd 
not performe that which they promysyd at the b^ynning, Ther- 
for, to thambasaadors requestyng that he wold coome to a parle 
with the king, he aunsweryd at the last, that he wold so do, and 
so, havuig apoyotyd tyme and place, suffryd them to depart. Whan 
they made relation that thaunswer was geaven according as was 
deayryd, king Lewys, being fortyfyed both with men and money, 
came first with hart and goodwill to Hnquigny, which is a towne 
in the terrytory of Amyens, wher the meting of the two kingea 
was appoyntyd; whyther also came not long after king Edwud, 
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gardyd with great force of soldiers. Here the two kinges meting - 
uppon the biydge which is over the ryrer Some, had long talk 
togythers, and fynally concludyd a treoce for many yeres, uppon 
these condityons : that king Lewys showld pay presently onto king 
Edward for his expenses in the preparation of this warre Iv"- 
crownes, and yerely afterward l"- 

After these thinges, to confirme, strengthen, and tye fiwt thys MJ^^bBth 
new frendship with soome knot of allyance, £lzzabeth, king Ed- mujed to 
wards dowghter, was coTenantyd in manage to Charles, king ^^''''^ 
Lewys his soone. In that warre no man miscaryed but John FiuDce. 
dnke of Ezcester ; he had bene in sayntuary, as I have shewyd ^?^ ^"^^ 
before, and, serving king Edward in this voyage, was afterward, con- lUing. 
trary to promyse, taken sooddenly owt of the way : that was the year 
of mans salvation H.ccco.lxxvt°. King Lewys from thencefurth 
payd the brjhuta trewly to the king of England unto the begyning 
of that yere wherin he dyed, than (as I suppose) he denyed to pay 
&e same as a man knowyng bis fate approche ; wheruppon we 
may gather argument that the kings concludyd at the beginning 
a league, and not a trewce, which was for both ther advantages. 
But whan the Burgoygnyon, and he of Lusembrough knew that The daka 
king Edward had concludyd peace with king Lewys, they chafyd Le dLT*"' 
at Uie matter woonderously j they sentt to him byting, threatening, p'.^'^ 
and envyoose letters, laing uppon him the blame why they wer peaoe we 
not revengyd uppon king Lewys, which he was so farre from S^"** 
geaving regard unto (as one who, after so long troubles in warres, 
so^ht now onely how to acqnite and lowse himself at the last 
from all martiall a£hyres,) as that he set not a rushe therby. But 
Lewys of Lucembrowghe was specyally damnyfyed by thys alye- 
nation of king Edward, by whom the secret practyses of the con- 
Bpyrators wer discoveryed, who within few days was apprehendyd, 
and beheadyd at Paris, the last constable, as they caule him, 
onongest the Frenche nation. 
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B. 4 wnt King Edward having by this meane pacyfyed as well martiall 

S BriuSy' M oyvill causes, althowght by victory of so many battaylles lie wer 

to Ji«*« accowntyd the happyest man of that age, who might now passe 

of Rich- ' the rest of his lyfe in most perfyte peace and securytie, yeat for 

^"'^md ^ nmche as yowng Henry erle of Richemond (thonely ympe now 

left of king Henry the fi**" bloode) was yeat on lyre he adjudgyd 

this onely thing to disturb all his felycytie, so that he lyvyd, as yt 

wer, in perpetuall te-are ; wherfor he determynyd yeat once agane 

to Bolycyte Fra&dsse duke of Bryteyne, with gyfte, promise, and 

prayer, to betray that young erle into his handes, who he thought 

wold the rather satisfye his desire, because all king Henrye the vj*** 

faction was by him in effect extynguished ; and therfor he sent 

arobassadore in all baste to the duke, loden with great substance 

of gold, and that his demaande might seme more honest be com- 

mandyd them to tell the duke that he desyryd erle Henry because 

be might make soome matche with him in maiiage, by affynytie, 

wherof the rootes of thadverse faction mygbt be utterly pullyd 

Tbt dnkc npp. Thowghe in dede he had no meaning to bring the same to 

yeldodlo'' P**»* by aflynytie, as afterward ensewyd {so that yt may be 

••ndtlw thowght the kyng dyd prophecy), but eaven by the very death of 

moDd to * erle Henry. The duke herd thambassadors curtesly, and first 

^1^"^ began to denay, and make many excuses why be might not law- 

oDe of hu fully do yt. At the last, weryed with prayer and vanqnisshed with 

KDte for PT'^^J ''* delyveryd therle to thambassadors, commending him by 

him ague, his letters to king Edward, not supposing that he had conmiyttyd 

the sheepe to the woolfie, but the soone to the father, as one who 

thowght that king Edward roent simply to mary with Henry 

Elizabeth hys eldest dawghter. Thambassadora having obtaynyd 

the pray they desyryd, departyd with great joy to St, Maloea, a 

towne uppon the sea coste^, ther to have take shipping, and so to 

have saylyd into England. But erle Henry, knowing that he was 

caryed to his death, throughe agony of mynde fell by the way 
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into & feTcr. In which mean time John Chenlet, a man of snche 
repatatioa emong the nobles of Bretayne as that regyon had few 
lyke, and whom the duke acceptyd specyally well above all other, 
was in the country ; but after he knew of the matter, being percyd 
with the ahamefulnes thereof, he spedely reparyd to the courts 
and, as he was wont, presentyd himielf famylyarly unto the duke, 
standing a prety whyle very sad and heavy without speaking, so 
that the doke, nuurvaling to se him in snche dumppes, demandid 
what the matter was that made him so pensyffe as his cownte- 
nance pretendyd. Whereunto John awnsweryd: 'Most noble duke, 
this palenes of countenance ys unto me a messenger of death, 
which yf before this day bad happenyd showld trewly muche lease 
have grevyd, for I showld not have bene reservyd to so great sorow 
as your late &ct hath depely pryntyd within my biest, which surely 
will cause the losse of my lyfe, or alteration of my condition and 
state, or at the leaste from hencefoortb perpetually to lyve most 
myserable ; for yov, O duke, have by most honorable dealinges 
gotten a renownyd and vertewoua report, whom all men with one 
assent eztolle above the skyes, yeat this, alas, of most highe and 
huge accownt (by your favor and leave be yt sayd) your self seme 
to have leest regard unto of all other thinges, who lately, foi^etUng 
yoiir promyse and faith geaven, have delyveryd Henry earle of 
Richemond, that most innocent ymp^ to be torn in peces by 
bloody batchers, to be myserably tormentyd, and fynally to be 
slane ; wherfor all that loove yow, whereof I of many am one, 
can not choose but be grevyd when we se yowr most famous 
renowne to be stanyd for ever with the note of falshoode and 
trechery.' To these woordes the duke replyed immediately : 
' Peace, my tmstie and welbeloovyd John, I pray the j ther will no 
auche thing happen to erle Henry, for khig Edward is desirous to 
make him his soone in lawe-' Than John sayd moreover : 'Beleve 
me (most noble duke) Henry ys almost lost alreadie, whom yf yow 
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shalle once pennyt to step one foote owt of yoar joiisdiction, all 
the world shalle not after that be hable to save his lyfe.* The 
doke was movyd with these woords of John Chenelet, who 
before that time ether had not sospectyd that king Edward 
sowght by soche meane to deceave erle Henry, ether els was 
being seducyd by mony from honestie, fiaythj and good deahng, 
had not consyderyd what stoode with his honor, and sent incon- 
tynent Peter Landofe, his treasurer, to stay therle. Peter usyng 
great celerytie came anon after thingUsbe ambassadors unto St. 
Maloes, and counterfatyng soome busynes, while that by long 
talk devysyd of purpose he hinderyd them of ther intendyd voy* 
age, he causyd erle Henry, almost dead, to he browgbt polytykly 
into a most sure sayntuary within the sayd towne, and not long 
after reducyd him agane to the duke, delyreryd &om feare of 
death, and by that occasion pretyly well amendyd. Hereof may 
we know that Greke adage to be most trew — Man, to man, God j 
for Henry, a young noble man betrayed to death without hia owne 
desert, was preserryd sooddenely, by thelp of John Chenelet, a 
passing good prince. God grant that suche as have soveraigotie 
over others may receave instructyon by this example, that sodie 
as lack good cownsayllers may once at the least leame both to 
receave into ther famyly, into ther pryvy cownsaille, them that 
know how and when to geave admonytion, and also to folow ther 
wholsome advise. But as to tbinglishe ambassadors, being thus 
Bpoylyd both of money and marchandyse, and for the same grer- 
ously complayning, because they should not retome home alto- 
gether Toyd, Peter promysed to do his indevor that Henry showld 
ether be kept in sayntuary, wherunto he had got himself by ther 
neglygence (as he sayd], or els showld be commyttyd to ward agane 
with the duke, so as ther should be no cause to feare bym. And 
thus derely dyd die king of England bye the custody of bis enemy 
for thre days. 
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Eiiig Edward, who in the meane time desyryd to know of his 
ambaasadon prooeedinges with the dake, and therfor thowght 
the tyme- very long till be might heare therof, when he tmder- 
stoode that they had bene bo nighe the veiy poynt of convej^hing 
erie Henry prysoner to him into England as nothing coidd be 
more nere and escape, was very aory that the matter had not auc- 
cedyd. But hearing that therle showld be safely kept his mynde 
waa easyd, and from thencefoorth thowght best to have more 
regard bow to encrease his owne welth, which was very sclender, 
than of aay thing ela ; and so for a while gave himself to seke 
busyly his owne profyt ; whereby when he had fyllyd his coffers 
with gold and silver su^cyently, remembring then what apper- 
tanyd to honor, he shewyd himself furthwith a lyhendl, bownty- 
full, and prolytable prince to the comraonwelth : but eaven loe 
audaynly he fell into a fact moat horryble, coromandyng rashly 
and appon the auddane his brother George duke of Clarence to be Oaorgt 
apprebendyd and put to death, who was drowned (as they aay) in (;]J^e, 
a butte of malmesey; the woorst example that ever man cowld committed 
remember. And as touching the cause of his death, thowgh I Tower, 
have enqueryd of many, who wer not of leest aathorytie emongest The maner 
the kinges cownsaylle at that rime, yeat have I no certidnrie ^ q^ ' 
therof to leave in memory. A report waa eaven then spred rencei 
emongeat the common people, that the long was afeard, by reason 
of a soothsayers prophecy, and so became incenayd agaynst his 
broother George, which prophecy was, that, after king Edward, 
showld raigne soome one the first letter of whose name should be 
G. And because the derels ar wont in that sort to envegle the 
mynda of them who conceave pleasures in suche illusions, with 
tber crafty conceytes and suhtylties, menn sayd afterwardes that 
the same prophecy tooke effect, whan after Edward the duke of 
Glocester usurpyd the kingdom. Others lay an other cause of his 
death, which ys in this sort. That abowt the same time thold 
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babryd renewing betwixt the two brothers, then the which nothing 
ys more Tefaement, the duke, being a wrdower, reqnyryd^ by 
meane of his sister Mai^aret, to have in maryage Maiy, dionely 
dowghter of Charles duke of Bui^oigne, and that king Edward, 
envying hia brothers prosperytie, hinderyd that affynytie. Ther- 
uppon pryvy gmdge further growing, a oertane servant of the 
dukes was the very same time also convict of sorcery and eze- 
cutyd, agiunat whu^ dede whan the doke could not hold him con- 
tent, but vehemenUy speake and cry owt, the king muche movyd 
with this exclamation commyttyd the duke to warde, and not long 
after, being condemnyd, by right or wrong, put him to death. 
But yt ys very lykly that king Edward right soone repentyd that 
dede; for (aa men say) whan so ever any sewyd for saving a mans 
lyfe, he was woont to cry owt in a rage, " O infortunate hroother, for 
whose lyfe no man in this world wold once make request;" affirm- 
ing in that manyfestly, that he was cast away by envy of the 
nobylytie. The duke left behind him two chyldren, Margaret, 
who after maryed to Rycherd Pole, and Edward, whom the king 
made erle of Warwicke. These thinges were doone that yere 
which was of mans salvation k-ccccIxxx"*, and the xix'*' yere of 
king Edwardes raigne. And thus being delyveryd from all care of 
warres and cyvill seditions, which before that time might have 
happenyd, the. king began to marke more severely tho£fences of 
noblemen, and to be more covetous in gathering of money, by 
reason wherof many were perswadyd in Uier opynyons tlut he 
wold from thencefurth proove an bard and severe prince ; for after 
the death of his brother, as he perceavyd that every man feaiyd 
him, 80 now he fearyd nobody. But that matter was prevenlyd 
by brevytie of his lyfe. And thus may we sc that aa well pros- 
perytie ys soometyme cause of evell unto them who enjoy yt, aa 
adversytde pro^table to them who ar patient. 

Abowt the sayd tyme, James king of Scotta delt, by ambaasa- 
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dors, with )dng Edward, that he wold bestow Cecylf his dowghter A. inoi;oB 
upon his soone James, whom he dyd handfast to that young b^ k. 
prince. This Cecyly was yownger than Elizabeth, whom I have g'",^*? 
before mentyonyd to have bene bethrouththyd, a prety while ago, fortheUdy 
to Charles, soon to Lewys king of France. But nether thone ^"^i^!^ 
afiynytie nor thotber tooke effect; for the better part of high to bit 
estates ar woont oftentimes rather in thend to folow that serreth 
for ther present profyt, then that which ys honest and honorable ; 
for after that king Lewys was delyveryd from hostyle feare, be 
than dyd not onely contemne thafiynytie confirmyed already by 
byth and fidelytie with king Edward, but began almost openly to 
deny payment of the money which he had promysyd ; and so by 
wrangling and shifting, had alreadie defr&ndyd the king of Eng- 
land of one yeres trybute, which the king detcnnynyd to revenge 
by dint of swoord. And the Scottishe king also, an assuryd and 
contynewall confederat of the Frenche, after he herd that the 
Frenche king wold not perform hia woord, supposing that he 
might do what him lyst, brake treuce with England, and molestyd 
the borders therof with auddaine incursions ; wherfor king Edward, 
with great indignation, determynyd to make warre uppon Scot- 
land ; yeat afterward, whan king James escusyd the fact as 
doone by the arrogancy of soome his subjectes without his pry* 
vytie, the matter might have bene easyly appeasyd, yf in thend 
king Edward had not bene laboryd by king James owne broother 
to enterpryse the same warre : for king James, being a man of 
sharp wytt, and tmsting more than mete was to his owne head 
and opynyon, gave lyttle care to good advyse ; and because he 
wold not be fownd tsw\t with&ll, he therfor tooke to be his cown- 
cellers men of me&ne cauling, and becam so offensyve to the 
nobylytie by appeaching soome dayly of haynous crymes, and 
punishing others by the purse, that he cansyd them ether to go 
willingly in exyle, or, fayning soome busynes, to fly soome other 
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AlcModar, ^her. Of which number was his brother, Alezfinder duke of 
the king of Albany, who, as he travalyd into France, tarying with king Edward, 
Mnwuled ''^"^y^ ^°* *^ incense him to revenge hi« honor, and augment his 
E. 4 to desire that way. Therfor whan kinge Edward had in mynde, as 
arm^ioto ^7^ 7^' ^ revenge the late injurye, and was also eggyd on to 
ScMUnd, armes by the duke, who promysyd great ayd, he fynaJly deter- 
mynyd with good will so to do, both because king James, be- 
sydea the late breache of treace, had relevyd king Henry the vj'^ 
and those of his faction with all thinges necessary, and also for 
that he had good hope the duke wold be faythfull unto him, yf, 
his brother being ezpulayd, he might enjoy the crowne ; and 
therfor he addressyd furthwith agaynst the Scottes, Richerd his 
brother, duke of Glocester, Henry the fourth erle of Northumber- 
land, Thomas Stanley, and the said duke of Albany, with an army 
royall. King James the meane whyle advertysyd of thinglbhe 
mens approche, furnisshyd furthwith in readynes auche forces as 
he presently could levy, and going agaynst his enemyes, cam unto 
Berwicke for defence of hys borders ; but whan he understoode 
that the Englishe men excedid him both in force and number, and 
perceavyd also that his owne soldiers was scarce well to be truatyd, 
removing therfor abowt midnight, he retyryd to Edenbrowgh, 
ther to abyde thennemy. The duke of Glocester, entring Scotland, 
wastyd and bumyd all over the countrie, and, marchyng further 
into the land, encampyd himself not farre from his enemyes; 
whan as, perceaving that not one man of all the Scottishe nation 
resortyd to the duke of Albany, he suspected treason, not without 
cause ; wherfor he tooke treuce with king James, and retumyd 
Birviok the right way to Berwicke, which In the meane time Thomas lord 
Stanley had woone, without losse of many his men. And king 
James, whose subjectes bare him no good will, was forcyd by oe- 
sitie, after treuce taken, to disgest that displeasure of winning the 
towne. The duke of Albany, repenting afterward that he had bene 
the author of that war, wherby both his country and himself was 
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annoyed, and seing himselfe in no reputation emongeat tiiinglishe 
men, departyd into France, wher not long after lie was killyd in 
runnyng at tylt. He left behind him a soone cawlyd John. 

Thys esployt fortunately fynysshed, king Edward, mynding to 
take on hand, as soone as time wold serve, thother war that was 
immynent, caulyd an assemble toguythers, and, supposing all thin- 
juryes before receavyd of the Frenche was to be of no account in 
comparyson of this present now commyttyd, made relation to his 
noble men that the league was lately broken by them, the trybate 
denayd, the maryage of his dowghter forsaken ; and therfor ez- 
hortyd that they wold, as time ahowld serve, defend thonor of ther 
realme. With which matters all being equally incensyd, made 
awnswer, that they knew well, every man wold be desyrous to 
iyght with the Frenche men, whom they had so often vanquisshyd, 
and that for thonor of ther country they ought to refuse no tra- 
vale, and therfor they wer ready at his commandment to prosecute 
so great injury with swoord and fyre. Whan he knew the mynde 
of hia temporall lordes, a suhsydye was assessyd also uppon the 
clergy perticulerly, for the mayntenance of that warre, because yt 
was not lawfull for them to heare armes. But behold, while king 
Edward taketh care and thowght for these matters, he fell aicke of q. 4 „, 
an anknowen disease ; wherfor, perceavyng himself caulyd to thend »'=''"• 
of this lyfe, fytst, lyke a good Chrystian man, he reconcyJyd him diid. 
to God, whom he thowght he had, by sinning oftentimes, offendyd, 
that whan the body wer dead, the sowle, throwghe Godes mercy, 
myght retume unto him ; than he made his Will, wherin he con- 
slitatyd his soones his heyres, whom he commyttyd to the tuytion 
of Rycherd his brother, duke of Glocester, and bestowyd muche 
goodes devoutly. And so, within few days after, he departyd this 
lyfe the v"* idea of April!, at Westmynster, whar thassembley was 
made, being abowt fifty yeres old, which was of his ra^e the xxiij'^, 
and of mans salvation m.ccgc Jzxxiij. His corse being caryed with 
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aU pomp and solemiiytie to Wyndsore, was ther enterryd in Saint 
Geoi^s churche. He begot of Elyzabeth his wyfe ten children, 
wherof seven he left alyve ; two men chyldren, Edward prince of 
Wales, and Rtcherd duke of Yorke, and the third, base gotten, 
CBulyd Arthure, of very verteuous and lovely diaposytion ; five 
women, Elyzabeth, Cycyly, Anne, Catheryne, and Bryget, wherof 
all wer maryed save Bryget, who was made a noniie. King Ed- 
ward was very taule of parsonage, excedinge the stature almost of 
all others, of coomly vysage, pleasant looke, brode brcatyd, the 
resydew even to his fete proporUonably correspondant, of sharp 
witt, hault cor^e, of passing retentyve memory towching those 
thinges which he had once conceavyd, dylygent in doing his af- 
fayres, ready in perylls, earnest and horryble to thenemy, bown- 
tyfull to his frinds and aquayntance, most fortunate in hia warres, 
geaven to bodyly lust, whemnto he was of his owne disposition 
inclyned ; by reason wherof, and of humanytie which was bred in 
him aboundantly, he wold use himself more famylyarly emong 
pryvate parsons than the honor of his maiesUe requyryd, wherfor 
ther was a great rumor that he was poysonyd. A lytle before 
thend of his lyfe, we have sayd, that be began to slyde by lyttle 
and lyttle into avarice, who before had usyd towards all men 
hyghe lyberalytie: but after all intestine dyvision appeasyd, he 
left a most welthy realme abownding in aU thinges, which by 
reason of cyviU warres he had receavyd almost utterly voyd as 
well of hable men as money. He had alway regard to bestow 
rowmes of honor, especyally appertaning to the clergy, upon every 
of them that wer most trew nobylytee, and suche chiefly dyd he 
caule to his cownsill ; others of the meaner sort, whom he dyd 
specyally favor, them did he adome with welth, not with dygnytie, 
which many princes, having no regard of honor, do not; by which 
vertues he had so bound to him the peoples good will as that 
they moumyd for him long after his death. 
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POLIDOBB TIBQILL OF TUINQLI8BE BISTORY THE J^v". 
BOOKS. 

RtCHABD duke of Glocester, at the self Bame time titat liis E- 4 jv 
brother king Edvard departyd this lyfe, was ia Yorkeahire, unto oritynad 
whom William Hastings his chamberlune sent from London >>" bratber 
trusty messengers in post to certify him of his brothers death, onr hu 
and from himself to signify, that the king at his death had com- ^'"^ 
myted to him onely, wyfe, chyldren, goodes, and all that ever he mime, 
had, and therfor to exhort him, that he would with all convenient 
spede repare unto prioce Edward into Wales, and coom with him 
to London to undertake the gorernement. Wfaan Richard had 
intelligence hereof, he began to be kyndlyd with an ardent desyre 
of soveraignde ; hut for that ther was no cause at all whereby he 
might bring the same to passe that cowld cary any colour of 
honeatie, so much as in owtward shew and apparance, he differryd 
the devise thereof presently unto an other time, and the meane 
while sent most looving letters to Elyzabeth the quene, com- 
forting hir with many woords, and promystng on his behalf (as 
the proverhe is) seas and mountanes, and, to increase the credit of 
his carefulnes and naturall affection towards his brothers children, 
cawling togythers unto York thonorable and worshipful! of the ,^,y„ ^he. 
countrie therabowt, he comandyd all men to sweare obedience ''■^'*""*" 
mito prince Edward; hymself was the fyrst that tooke the othe, Edwirde. 
which Boone after hee was the fyrst to vyolate. So all the resydew 
planely pronowncyd and sware the same. These thinges doone, 
having gatheryd no smaule force of armyd men, be preparyd to 
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set forward when time showld serve. Prince Edward, being but a 
child in yeares not hable to rewie faymself, hiy the same time 
within his princypalytie at Ludlow, ander the tuytion of hia uncle 
Anthony earle Ryrers, Thomas Vaughan chief of his chamber, and 
Richard Gray, knights. Elyzabeth the quene, and Thomas mar- 
qayse Dorset, hir soonn by John Gray hir former hosband, who 
was at London, advysyd these men by often messages to conduct 
the prince forthwith to London, that after the iiineralls of his 
father solemnyzed, he might, after the maner of his auncesters, be 
crownyd king. They according to the quenes and marquysea 
commandment tooke there journey not long after towardes Lon- 
don. Richard also haatenyd thyther, whom Henry duke of Buck- 
ingham met at Northampton, with whom the duke of Glocester 
had long conference, in so mache that as is commonly beleered 
he eaven then dtscoveryd to Henry his intent of usurpyng the 
kingdom, and cspecyally for because the duke folowyng afterwards 
hia humor, whether yt were for feare or for obedience, held ever 
with him. And so Ricberd from thenceforth determynyd to assay 
his purposyd spytefull practyse by subtyltie and sleight, which j-f 
by that meane showld not faule owt so fortunately as he bopyd, 
than lastelye, with malice apert, to attempt the same ; not mynd- 
yng, myserabte man, that he cotdd offend therin withowt extreme 
detryment of the commonweltb, and thutter aubvertion of his 
bowse. Surely so yt happeneth to gracelea people, that who 
seketh to overthrow an other, his owne frawd, wicked and mis- 
chevouB intent, his owne desperate boldenes, maketh him frantyke 
and mad. 

And thus whan they had taken cownsell Rycherd made haste 

unto the prince, who joumayd on before with a smawle trayne, 

^^, and was now coomyd to Stony Stratfoorth (so ya the towne 

iKMMidon caulyd) whan he, togyther with Henry the duke gardyd with a 

pKnce. bande of soldiers, overtooke the prince and receavyd him into his 
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rewle and goverment; bat lie apprehendyd Anthony and Thomas ^^^l?"' 
Vawghan, and dyrers other, whom after he had taken, Bupposyng Tho. 
that they wold not assent to his intent and purpose, he sent bak X," ^^j, 
to be kept in ward at Pounfrayt castle. tent pri- 

But whan the fame of so owtrageoas and horryWe fact cam to ^"fretw 
London, all men wer woonderously amasyd, and in gn&t feare, <»^U' 
but especyally Elyzabeth the quene was much dismayed, and 
determynyd furtbwith to fly ; for, suspecting eaven than that ther 
was no plane dealing, to thintent she might delyver her other 
children from the present danger, she conTsyed hirself with them 
and the marquyse into the sayntuary at Westmynster. The very a. eum- 
same dyd other noble men who wer of bir mynde for the safegard j^r otbtn 
of hir chyldren. But the lord Hastinges who bare pryry hatiyd to ''"j'*^?' 
the marquis and others of the quenes syde, who for that cause mvqoe* 
had ezhortyd Richerd to take upon him the gOTemment of the ^Sw** 
prince, whan he saw all in uprore and that matters fell owt Mnktnwr- 
otherwyse than he had wenyd, repenting therfor that whiche he 
had doone, caulyd together unto Powles churche suche frindes 
as he knew to be right careful! for the lyfe, dygnytye, and estate of 
prince Gdward, and conferryd with tham what best was to be 
doone. Here divers of them who wer most ofTendyd with thys 
late fact of Richerd duke of Glocester, adjudgyd yt mete with all 
spede to procure the lybertie of prince Edward, whom they ac< 
cowntyd as utterly oppressyd and wrongyd by force and violence, 
that so the fyre, which was kyndling, myght be put owt before yt 
showld sprede further abrode ; affirming that from thencefurth no 
devyse wold be voyd of danger except the wicked enterpryse, 
which gave good testymony that duke Richard had inwardly no 
good meaning, wer with present force avoydyd. All the resydew 
thowght that ther was do nede to use war or weapon at all, as men 
who little suspectyd that the matter wold have any horryble and 
cruell end. Wherfore they concludyd to tary whyle duke Richard 
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should coom and declare what the matter was, why he had cast 

them who had the prince in government into prison. And thin 

resolution finally lyked them all, because in apparance yt stood 

with the profyt of the commonwelth that every of the nobylity, 

as much as might be, showld avoyd varyance and contention. 

Not long after arryryd the duke Kchard and Henry with the 

The prince prince, and lodgyd at the bishopp of Londons bowse besydes 

J^i—j u Powles, wher then will was the prince showld remane tyll other 

ofOloiter matters myght he put in readynes. Than dyd duke Rycherd 

{^^J„,' assume the govemement wholy; but yt grevyd him spytefully that 

hopeof lie might not receave into his tuition, without some great stere, 
Londone' ^ a i 

haiiM. bis brothers other soon Richerd duke of York, whom his mother 
kept in sayntuarye ; for, except be might get them both togethers 
into his powr and custody, he utterly desperyd to compasse that 
which he longyd for. Conceaving therfor soome hope therein, he 
bent all the forces of his wyt how to wrest and bereve him from 
his mothers lap. And so, as he had purposyd, he laboryd to 
bring abowt by sleyght which by force he could not, who cawling 
to him a good number of the nobylytie, sayd : ' I pray God that I 
never lyve yf I be not carefull for the commodytie of my 
nephews, whose calamytie I know well must nede redownd lyke- 
wyse to the commonwelth and myself also. Therfor, seing that 
my broother Edward owr king dyd uppon his death-bed consty- 
tute and appoint me Protector of the Reslme, I had more regard 
of nothing than to repare hyther and bring with me prince Ed- 
ward his eldest soon, that in time convenyent all thinges might be 
doone by thadvise of cownsaile ; for I am determynyd to do 
nothing withowt your authoryUes, whom I am willing to have 
myne assocyates, ayders, and partakers in all dealinges, that you 
thereby may well beare wytnes what soever I shidl from hence- 
furth do as touching the government of the realme, the same 
wholy to be employed, feythfuUy, and without fraud, for tfaulylytie 
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of the commonvealth, and the commodytie of prince Edward, the 
charge and government of whom I suppose you know suffycyently 
that his £ather commyttyd to me for that onely cause. But An- a mone 
tony Rivera attemptyd of late to hioder me, that I showld not '''^■■'1 
accordeyng to my dewty take on hand that charge, whom tlierfor csrleof 
we have bene conipellyd to commyt with others who also made a^^^^ 
resystance therein, that by ther examples other men might leame <»>inTtud. 
not to hare owr commandments in contempt. But what shall we 
say of the evell cownsayle which they who most maligne and hate 
me have geaven to quene Elizabeth? who, withowt any just 
cause, cownterfayting feare so folyshly, hath enterprysyd to cary 
in all haste the kings children as wicked, wretched, and desperate 
nawghtie parsons into saynctuary, thonly refuge in earth of 
povertie, det, and lewd behavyor, as thoughe we went abowt to 
destroy them, and that all owr doinges tendyd to violence. Which 
thyng, thowghe yt be exceding great dishonor to us and the 
whole realme, yet the sex ys to be borne withall, ^m the which 
snche rages readyly procede. But we are to provyde remedy be- 
times for this womanishe disease crepiiig into owr commonwelthe, 
to the woorst example trewly that may be. What a sight I pray 
you shalle yt be to se the day wherin the king shalbe crownyd, yf, 
whyle that the solemnytie of tryumphant pomp is in doynge, his 
mother, brother, and sisters shalbe remane in sayntuary ? What 
manner of concurse of people shalle ther be, by whose authoryty 
he is to be creatyd king? What aigne of rejoicing shalle that 
assemble geave unto the soveraigne, the same being more ^11 of 
hevynes than exultation ? Surely ther is not one amongest all 
the people who may not justly be in feare of himself, and think 
that all majestie of lawis is already violated, yf the Quene and hir 
chyldren shalle remaine any longer in sayntuary ! May yt lyke 
yow therfor that soom of yow go to the quene hirself, and procure 
the reducyng of hir and hir children as soone as may be into the 

CAHD. 80C. 2 A 



,y Google 



I7S HI8TOR1E OF ENGLAND. 

palace^ whom, yf per&dventure yow sbalbe hable by no meuie to 
withdraw from hir opynyon, as seducyd by them who loove mee 
not, who study to stirre up envy against mee, to lay some fault 
uppon me, yeat at the least to deale that she may uppon geQerall 
assurance yealde Richerd tfaother soon into your handes, so that 
he may be present with other noble men at his brothers coro- 
nation. Yow have already my mynde, do now what yow think 
■ent< to heat in the behalf of the commonwelth ; for at my hand yow both 
the a. in may and owght to expect all that is good and honorable.' Whan 
wnctiurj. jig jjjyj spoken these woordes all men who suspectyd no subtyltJe 
thowght duke Bichardes advyse both mete and honest. And so 
yt was agreyd that Thomas archebisshop of Canterbury, Henry 
duke of Buchyngame, John lord Howard^ and sundry other grave 
men should deale in that cause, who reparing unto the sayntuary 
began to perswade the quene with many fayre wordes and perswa- 
tions that she wold retume with hir children into the palace, unto 
whom they gave both pryvate and publyke assurance ; but the 
woman, forseing in a sort within hir self the thing that folowyd 
forthwith after, could not be movid with any perswations to com- 
Hifibird, ^yj jjj^ jg]f jq (.[jg cTftdyt of duke Rycherd, which whan they 
jauger understoode, fynally they demandyd to be delyveryd to them hir 
dcUTcnd B<K)n Bichard onely, which they obtaynyd hardly after many fayre 
ooM of promises. And so was thinnocent chyld pullyd owt of bis mothers 
tairje. STmes. 

TbaprinM Richard having by this meane obtaynyd almost his hartes 
broilMr desire, convaighed his nephewys from the bysshop of Londona 
removed to howse unto the Towr j and yeat all this causyd no suspytion, for 
that thusage ys at the kings coronation for the whole assembly to 
coom out from thence solemly, and so procede to Westniynster. 
This doone, Richerd, whose mynde partly was enflamyd with 
desire of osorping the kyngdom, partly was trubblyd by guyltynes 
of intent to commyt so haynous wickednes (for a gniltie con- 
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■cience causeth tboffendor to have dew punishment alway in ima- 
gination before hia eyes), thowght aftirward nothing better than to 
moUyfy the multitude vith largesse and lyberalytie, than to wyn 
the hartes of his adrersaryes with gyftes, rewardes, and promyses, 
than in the Towr, wher himself and his nephews remayned, to 
consult, conferre, and delyberate of new with the noble men dayly 
in most craftie and subtyie maner for the deaUng and disclosing 
of luche thinges as wer furthwith to be doone. And this was his 
diyft, that, whyle stayng and tarying made the people desyras of 
this solemne sight, he, by consultinge lirom poynt to poynt, might 
sound and serche out how the nobylytie was affected, saying alway 
that he did not aeke the sover^gntde, but referryd all his dooings 
to tiie profyt of the realme. Thus covering and cloking certane 
days his desire, under the colour and pretence of common welthe, 
he so enreglyd the myiidee of the nobilitye, that they all, few only 
exceptyd who wer not ignorant from the banning what marke 
he shot at, dyd by no meane espy the cause of his lingering, or to 
what ende his practyses wold fkule owt, so many matters dyd he 
■o often propone and so few esplane, according as a guyltie con- 
•cyence ys wont to be of many myndes. But in the mean time 
perceaving that William lord Hastings was most vehement and 
earnest to have prince £dward once crowned king, who chiefly 
amongst all the nobylytie was, for his hountifubea and lybe- Wm. lo. 
ralytie, much beloved of the common people, bearing great sway bT'tS^Mv, 
emong all sortea of men and parsons of best reputation, whe- ■""■> ■■■ »>■ 
thcr jrt wer that be fearyd his powr, or despearyd yt possible '"' 
to draw him to his syde and opynyon, he determynyd to lyd 
the man owt of the way before his purpose showld be diaco- 
veryd to the resydew, whom he did not yeat fully trust. Wherfor, 
burning with rage incredible to bring to effect the thing which in 
mynd was resolvyd, he drew a plot for the lord Hastinges as 
fbloweth : he placyd pryvyly in a chamber adjoyning to that with 
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himself and other lords sat usnally in cownsayll a sort right ready 
to do a mischiefe, gearing them in charge that when be shovld 
geave a signe they showld suddaynly rushe owt, and, compassing 
about them who should syt with him, to lay handes specyally 
uppon William lord Hastinges, and kill him forthwith. This 
trayne thus layd, abowt the day before the ides of June he com- 
manded to be sent for specyally by .name Thomas Rotheram 
archebisshop of York, John Morton bysahop of Ely, Henry duke 
of Buchingham, Thomas lord Stanley, William lord Hastinges, 
John lord Haward, and many others whom he trustyed to fynde 
faythfal ether for feare or benefyt. The resydew of the nobylytie, 
togethers with John Russell bishop of Lincoln, lord chancelor of 
England, whom his will was not to have present at suche an owt- 
rageous and fowle spectacle, he commanded to be the same day at 
Westminster haule, with other magistrates, to proclsme the day 
of prince Edward's coronation. But the nobles who wer cawled 
came well early all into the Towr as to delyberate of the whole 
matter. Here, whan the doores was ahutt, whyle they thus alone 
without testimony of any other than onely God, had goodwill to 
consult of the most weyghtie a&yres, Richard duke of Glocestre, 
who thowght of nothing but tyranny and crueltie, spak unto them 
in this sort: 'My lords, I have procuryd you all to be caulyd 
hyther this day for that onely cause that I might sbew unto you 
in what great danger of death I stand ; for by the space of a few 
days by past nether nyght nor day can I rest, drynk, nor eat, 
wherfor my blood by lyttle and lyttle decreaseth, my force feyleth, 
my breath shorteneth, and all the partes of my body do above 
measure, as you se (and with that he shewyd them his arme), faule 
away ; which mischief veryly procedeth in me from that sorceres 
Elyzabeth the quene, who with hir witchcraft hath so enchantyd 
me that by thanoyance thereof I am dissolvyd.' To these smnges 
whan no man gave answer, as making lyttle to the purpose, William 
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lord Hastings, who hatyd not duke lUcherd, and was woont to 
speke sU thinges with him very (rely, awnsweryd, that the quene 
deserryd well both to be pat to open shame, and to be dewly 
ponysshyd, yf yt might appeare that by use of witchecraft she had 
doone him any harme. To these Rycherd replyed : * I am undone 
(I say) by that very woomans sorcery.' Whereunto William made 
the same awnswer that befor. Than Rycherd, to gcve a sygne for 
them who wer widiowt layd pryvyly for the nonce, spak with 
more shiiie voyce : 'What than, William, yf by thine owne practises 
I be brought to destruction?' He had scarce utteryd these woordes 
whan as they to whom charge was commyttyd in that behalf 
yssewyd, and with open assault apprehendyd all at once William 
lord Hastinges, both the bysshops of York and Ely, and also the The 
lord Stanley. These thre last wer cast ther into severall prisons j ^^°^ 
but William lord Haatinges had scarce leysure to make bis con- iniEij 
fesaion before his head was stryk hom his shoulders. So the lord ^^ g^^. 
Hastinges leamyd, by his owne losse at the last, that the law of W *<=.^ 
nature wherof the gospell speaketh (what soever you will that men to HTenii 
do unto yow, do you so also unto them) can not be broken with- p™*"*- 
out punishment. He was one of the smyters of prince £dward, 
king Henry the vj^'. soon, who was finally quyt with like maner 
of death. Would God suohfe kind of examples might once be a 
learning for them who think yt lawfuU to do whatsoever lyketh 
them. Now I retume to the matter. As soone as this dede was 
doone they cryed treason, treason throwght the whole towre; which 
noyse whan it sprede abrode throwght the cytie the citecyns and 
all other people, takyng the fyrst rumor to be trew, and ignorant 
of that which was doone within, began to cry owt lykewyse ; but 
after that they understoode, by terryble speache brutyd abrode, 
the truthe of the matter doon within, then began every man on 
his owne behalf to feare the hart of inward enemyes, and to look 
for nothing els but cruell slawghter or myaerable flight ; and all 
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men generally lamentyd the death of that man, in vhom both they 
and the nobles who favoryd kinge Edwardes children had repoayd 
their whole hope and confydence. Now perceavyd they well that 
duke Bicherd wold spare no man so that he might obtayn the 
kingdom, and that he would convert the regall authoritye into 
Lord SUn. tyranny. But the duke after this, being aatisfyed with the death 
}2^' of William lord Hastingea, delyveryd Thomas lord Stanley safe 
and sownd, fearing, perchance, least yf he sbowld have doone him 
any wrong George lord Strange hia soon ahowld have stirred upp 
the people to armea soomwher agaynst him. As for John Morton 
byssbop of Ely, who dyd farre ezcede them all in wysdome and 
gravytie, him he commyttyd to the duke of Buckingham, whom 
the duke sent forthwith into Wales to his castle at the towne of 
Brechnoch. But Thomas Rothefam archebisfaop of York be com- 
mitted to the custody of sir James Terrell, knight. His meaning 
was to make those bisshops sure whom he thought wold not alow 
uppon bis purposyd intent, until that, having gotten the sove- 
raignde, he showld nede to feare no man. 

Wban these thingea wer doone, Bichard, knowinge then for 
certane that ther was no cause why he showld any further dis- 
order semble the matter, sent his letters of warrant to the keper of 
S^Md*" Pontfireyt castle to behead in hast Anthony lord Ryvers, Richerd 
Anthony Gray, and Thomas Vaghan, which was doone soone after. In the 
Kchard mcane whyle, himself at London, fearing now all tbinges, garded 
Gnrc and Qj^^ }y[^ parson with a company of armed men, then after sowght 
Vaughu. with all dylygence to wyn unto hym the chief of the nobylytie 
by large gyftes and fayre promyses, a good part wherof he drew 
unto his araytie, seducyd rather for feare than for hope of benefyt i 
by the suportation of whose puyssance and authorytie he deter- 
mynyd to attempt soone after an other devyse. For surely he was 
owt of all hope to be bable so to bynde the comonaltie to him by 
rewardes, as that they wold willingly away with his govemoient, 
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who he knew well wold, for defence of liberty and conserration 
of the Toyall right, be readylf stirryd to take weapon in hand, 
wherfor he feared them. Theruppon, revolvinge many matters in 
his mynde, at last he hethowgbt him of a devyse wherby the 
people, being seducyd by a certun honest pretence, should the 
lease grudge at his doinges. And so the man, being bhnde with 
covetousnes of raigntng, whom no fowie fact cowld now hold bak, 
after that he had resolvyd not to spare the bloode of his owne 
howse, supposing also all regard of honor was to be rejectyd, de- 
-vysyd and bethowgbt himselfe of suche a sleyght as foloweth : 
He had secret conference with one Raphe Sha, a divyne of great Richmli 
reputation as than emong the people, to whom he utteryd, that ''^'^ 
his fathers inherytance ought to descend to him by right, as the Sh*, ■ 
eldest of all the soones which Richard his father duke of York ^pobHSi 
had begotten of Cecyly his wyfe ; for as much as yt was manyfest '■■ ' **'- 
ynowghe, and that by apparent argument, that Edward, who had poaln 
before rugnyd, was a bastard, that ys, not begotten of a right and C™w« hi» 
lawfuU wyfe ; praying the said Sha to instruct the people therof in 
a sermon at Powles Crosse, wherby they might once in the ende 
acknowledge ther trew liege lord. And sayd that he greatly rc- 
quyred the same, because he estemyd yt more mete to neglect his 
mothers honor and honestie ihan to suffer so noble arealme to he 
poUutyd with suche a race of lunges. This Raphe, whether dasyd 
with feare, or bereft his wyts, promysed to folow, and obey his 
commandment But whan the day came, duke Richard, who, 
under the colour of serving another tonme, had made himself 
mightie, came in royal maner, with a great gard of men armyd, 
imto the churche of St. Paule, and ther was attentyrely present 
at the sermon, in whose hearing Raphe Sha, a leamyd man, taking 
occasion of set purpose to treat not of divyne but tragicall dis- 
coars, began to instruct the people, by many reasons, how that 
the late king Edward was not begotten by Richard duke of Yorl^ 
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but by Boome other, who pryryly and by stelth had had knowledge 
of his mother ; and that the same did manyfestly appeare by sure 
demonstrations, because king Edward was nether in physnomy 
nor shape of body lyke unto Richard the father; for he was highe 
of stature, thother very little ; be of laif e tace, thother abort and 
rownd. Howbeyt, yf suche matters were well consyderyd, no man 
could dowt but Richard, now in place, was the dukes trew soone^ 
who hy tight owght to inheryt the realme dew to his father; and 
therfor he exbortyd the nobylytie, seing they presently wantyd a 
king, to make ther king Richard duke of Olocester, the trew yasae 
of the royall bloode, and to forsake all others basely begot. Whan 
the people herd these woordes, they wer woonderus vehemently 
trublyd in mind therwith, as men who, abassbyd with tiie shame- 
fulnes of the matter, all to be cursyd and detestyd as well the rash- 
nes, foolebardynes, and doUishnes of the preacher as the madnes 
of Richard the duks wycked mynde, who wold not se how great 
shame yt was to his owne bowse and to the whole realme, how 
great dishonour and blot, to condemne, in open audience, his mo- 
ther of adultery, a woman of most pure and honorable life ; to im- 
prynt upon his excellent and good brother the note of perpetuall 
in^my ; to lay upon his most innocent nephews an everlasting 
reproche. Wherfor at the very instant yow might have sene 
soome, astouyed with the noveltie and strangenes of the thing, 
stand as mad men in a mase; others, all agast with thowtrageous 
crueltie of thorrible fact, to be in great feare of themselves be- 
cause they war frindea to the kinges children ; others, fynally, to 
bewayle the misfortune of the chyldren, whom they adjudgyd now 
utterly undoone. But ther ys a common report that king Eld- 
wards chyldren wer in that sermon caulyd basterdes, and not king 
Edward, which is voyd of all truthe; for Cecyly king Edwards 
mother, as ys before sayd, being hlsely accusyd of adultery, com- 
planyd afterward in sundry places to right many noble men, wberof 
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•oome feat lyre, of tbat great injury vhich hir soon Ridiard had 
dooQ hir. But Richard, whan bis mother was thua openly de- 
famyd as an adultress, and a slander publjrsshyd upon Edward his 
brother, was no whit ashamyd, as he owgbt to have bene, bat, re- 
joysing tbat a matter was boltyd owt in the face of the world 
wherby he sought to make aparent to all men that be had good 
light to the realme> retamyd into the toun with a royal bane, as 
thowe be had bene of the magistrates proclamyd king. But Raphe ^^ t^ 
Sha, the publisher of thabhomynablenea of so weightie a cause, ui death 
(who not long after acknowledgyd his error, throwgb the grerous hiTuro*. 
rebukes of his fryndes that wer ashamyd of his infamy,} so sore 
repentyd the doing therof tha^ dying shortly for very sorow, he 
■offered worthie pnnishement for his lewdnes. 

Now by these meanes was yt thowght that doke Richard had 
attaynyd the soveraygntie, and the same was every wher so re- 
ported, thowgh more for aw than good will ; whan, for feare of 
perilles hanging every way over his head, he resolvyd that of ne- 
cesaitie yt was mete to stay a whyle, notwithstancUi^ many of his 
frindes argyd him to utter himself planely, and to diapatche at 
once that which remayned, yea^ least his doingea might easyly be 
myslykyd, his desire was that the people might be earnestly delt 
withall, and the whole matter referryed to the determynation of 
others as judges in that behalf. And soj abowt the ziijf) calenda 
of June, he commandyd the judges and magistrates of the cytie, ^'''^" 
Robert Bylles, lord mayr, Thomas Norland and William Maryn, loghunud 
abyriffes, with thaldermen, to assemble in the yeald hawle, and to ^J""'' 
them he sent the duke of Buckingham, with dyvers other noble- pobliilM 
men that wer of bis connsayll, to deale in his cause, and in his tuie u^ 
name to requyre that they, hearing the reasons concerning the dis- f^''*^ 
patche of so weyghtie a&yer, wold decre that which stoode widi 
the weltbe of the whole realme and of thinhabytantea therof. 
The doke of Backingham delyveryd, in long prooea, duke Ry- 
CAHD. soo. 3 B 
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chords mynd, &nd in his behalf dedaryd that ther was not to 

enforce the cause any other thing but right, loyaltie, constancy^ 

honesty, and equytie, seing he demaundyd the kingdom from the 

which he had bene defraudyd before by his broother Edward, and 

therfor prayed that by ther authorytie they wold deale and deter- 

myn of so weyghtie a matter, wherbie he might, with good will of 

the commonaltie, who wold be rewlyd by ther judgement, enjoy 

once at the last his royall right, which wold be for the profyt of 

the common welth ; for as muche oa dnke Richard was of that 

wysdom and modestie that all men might well hope for, at his 

hand, both right and reason. This was the dukes demand and 

determynation also, agaynst which, because wher force ys right 

beareth no rewle, no man dnrst gaynsay. But Richard duke of 

Glocester, as thowgh die terryfyed judges had decreydof bis syde, 

rode the next day after from the Towr throwgh the myddeat of 

Richard *^* '^7^^ w*" Westmynster, in robes royall, and gardyd with 

mnt to fyrme force of armyd men, syttinge in the royall seat. He then 

Iter uid fynt of all tooke uppon him as king ; for some matters he deter- 

pnbtiihBd mynydj others he promysyd he would heare ; to the magystrats 

poiM. he gave in commandment that &om thenceforth they showld do 

all thinges in his name ; also he apoynted a day for all the people 

and nobylytie to mete, and be ready to sweare him homage. Whan 

the fiime of these doinges ver spread abrode throwgh all partes of 

/ the realme, they wer dyversly taken : for who so wer of king Eld- 

, wards and the bowse of Yorke part detestyd the presumptuous 

; boldnes of duke Richard as a very pestylence that fynally wold 

'. consume and utterly ruynat that faowse. Agane, who so held in 

hart with king Henry the Sixt thowght that all those thinges 

wold be for ther advantage, because within abort time yt wold 

Cawl owt that the rigor of Rychardes government wold be intol- 

lerable to every man, and that the nobylytie, for the exterjung 

utterly therof before yt showld take any depe roote, wold, vithowt 
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dowt, yeald Aer kUegeMice unto Henry earle of lUchemond, king 
Henryes brothers Boon, and send for him to be king. Richard, in 
the meane time, according u his force and tyranny veil requyred, 
vas afeard least that many should becoome the quenes frynds, 
and procure the commonaltie to commotyon, whan they should see 
the crowne bereft from prince £^ward; therfor he commondyd 
forthwith five thousand soldiers which wer levyed in Yorkahyre 
(for to them he most tmstyd) to be sent unto him, under the con- 
duct of Rychard Ratdyf, and gave to him in charge to dispatcbe 
dyrers tbinges by the way, Hee, gardyd with that companye, 
stayed at Poyntfrayt, and commandyd the keper of the castle to *|"'^r 
put to death Anthony Lord Ryrers, Rychard Gray, and Tliomas.Richanl 
Vaoghan, as the Olocestryan had commandyd (according as I ^"f"' 
have before wrytten), that by reason of his presence such an ^'oskw 
horryble fact might be executyd without uprore, which doone he '^^^ 
conducted his company to London. Richard, thus garded with 
that number of &ythfull and trusty soldiem, attemptyd confy- 
dendy to execute all other things. And so, having assemblyd 
togyther a company of the nobylytie, he was creatyd king at West^ n. g 
mynster the day before the nones of July, and adomyd with the ot^?*!* " 
recall diademe, togethyr with Anne his wyfe, the people rather not ner. 
repyning for feare tlian allowing therof, and was cawlyd Rychard 
the iiji^. That was the yere of mans salvation M.cocclzxxiiij. 

Thus Richerd, without assent of the commonaltie, by might and 
will of certane noblemen of his hction, enjoyned the realme, con- 
trary to the law of God and man ; who, not long after, having es- 
tablyshyd all thinges at London according to his owne fantasy, 
tooke bis journey to York, and first he went streight to Glocester, 
where tbewbyle he taryed the haynous gaylt of wicked conacyence 
dyd so freat him every moment as that he lyryd in contynuall 
feare, for thexpelling wherof by any kind of meane he determynyd 
by death to dispatcbe his nephewys, because so long as they lyvyd 
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Order he could never Ik oat of hazard ; wherefore he sent warrant to 
ih^'iedte. '^hert Brakenbury, lyvetenant of the towr of London, to pro- 
nut of tbe cure ther death with all diligence, by some meane convenyent. 
DD^eM Fro™ thence he departyd to York, wher he was joyfully receavyd 
the yome of the cytecyoSj who for hia comyng mayd certane daya publyk 
and open tryumph ; but king lUchard^that he might advance him- 
self openly to all men, yea to the country people (so deayrus w&a 
he to prowle after vane planse and congratolation), denooncyd a 
day wherin the archbissbop of York, at hia request, apoyntyd 
general procession, in the solemnytie wherof himself and the queue 
Edward E. went crownyd. King Richard caryed with him Edward earle of 
wick,^ Warweke, the aoone of his brother George duke of Clarence, by 
Itav^ ™"*"* ^^ whom least any danger might to himself be deryryd, he 
CUroice, sent him to be kept in ward at a castle caulyd ShyrifT Huton. But 
*™'P|^ the lyretenant of the towr at London after he had receavyd the 
Serrhoo. kinges horryble commyssion was astonyed with the creweltie of 
" ' the fact, and fearing least yf he showld obey the same might at 
one time or other tume to hia owne hanne, dyd therfor dyfier 
Braken- the dooing therof in hope that the kinge wold spare hia owne 
fdiTl'to bloode, or ther tender age, or alter that heavy determynaUon. 
be the Q^^ ^ny one of those poynts was so fur from taking place, seing 
of the that the mynd therin remanyd immovable, as that when king 
prinMs. Hicimnl understoode the lyvetenant to make delay of that which 
he had commandyd, hee anon commyttyd the charge of hastening 
£f^^ that slawghter unto another, that is to say James Tyrrell, who, 
nude leef- b^ng forcyd to do the kings commandment, rode sorowfoUy to 
the*wirera London, and, to the woorst example that hath been almost ever 
wbo per- hard of, murderyd those babes of thyssew royalL Thys end had 
eipiDjt. Prince Edward and Richarde his brother; but with what kinde of 
death these sely chyldren wer ezecutyd yt is not certanely known. 
But king Richard, delyveryd by this fact &om his care and feare, 
kept the slaughter not long secret, who, within few days after. 
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permyttyd die rumor of ther death to go Bbrode, to thintent (u 
i*e may well beleve) that after the people understoode no yaaue 
male of king Edward to be now left alyre, they might with better 
mynde and good will beare and Buatayne his govemement. But 
whan the tame of this notable fowle fact was dispersyd throwgh 
the realme, so great griefe stroke generally to the hartes of all 
men, that the some, subdewing all feare, they wept every wher, 
and whan they could wepe no more, they cryed owt, ' Ys ther trewly 
any man lyving so farre at enemytie with God, with all that holy 
ys and relygyousei ao otter enemy to man, who wold not have ab- 
horryd the myschief of so fowle a murder ?' But specyally the 
qnenes firinda and the chyldrens exclamyd against him, 'What 
will this man do to others who thus Cruelly, without any ther 
desert, hath killyd hys owne kynsfolk?* assuring themaelves that 
a marvalous tyrany had now inradyd the commanwelth. Emoogest 
all others the news herof was unto thynfortunate mother, who 
yeat remanyd in aayntuary, as yt wer the very stroke of death : 
for as soone as she had intelligence how her soons wer bereft thys 
lyfe, at the very fyrst motion therof, the owtrageonsnes of the 
diinge drove her into snche passion as for feare fnrthwith she 
fell in a swowne, and lay lyveles a good whyle ; after cooming to 
hir self, she wepeth, ahe cryeth owt alowd, and with lamentable 
shrykes made all the house ring, she stryk hir brest^ teare and 
cut hir heire, and, orercommyd in fyne with dolor, prayeth also 
hir owne death, cawlyng by name now and than emong hir most 
deare chyldren, and condemning hirself for a mad woman, for that 
(being deceavyd by false promyses) she had delyveryd hir yownger 
soon owt of sayntuary, to be murderyd of his enemy, who, next 
nnto God and hir soons, thought hir self most injnryd ; but after 
long lamentation, whan otherwise she cowld not be revengyd, she 
beaowght help of God (the revenger of fidshed and treason) 
OS assuryd that he wold tmc^ revenge the same. What man ys 
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ther in this world> who, ^f he have r^ard unto sache noble chil- 
dren thua shamefullj murderid, wyll not tremble and qoake, semg 
that suche matters often happen for thoffencea of our ancestora, 
whose faults doo redownd to the posterytie ? That fbrtunyd per- 
adventnre to these two innocent impes because Edward ther 
fathyr commytted thofience of perjury, by reason of that most 
solemne othe which (as we hare in the former hooke mentdonyd) 
he tooke at the gates of the cytie of Tork, meaning one thing in- 
wardly and promysyng an other in espresae woordea outwardly, as 
forthwith appearyd : and for that afterwardes, by reason of his bro- 
ther the duke of Clarence death, he had chargyd himself and his 
posterytie before God with dew desert of grerous punysshement. 

Whyle this stere was abrade otherwher, the day of general! 
procession was at hand, wberin ther was great confluence of people, 
for desire of beholding the new king. In which procession very 
solemly set furth and celehratyd by the clergy, the king was pre- 
sent in parson, adomyd with a notable riche dyademe, and accom- 
panyed with a great number of noble men : the qnene folowyd 
also with a crowne uppon hir head, who led by the hand hir soon 
Edward crownyd also with so great honor, joy, and congratulation 
of thinhahytants, as in shew of rejoysing they eztollyd king 
Richard above the skyes. Whan this solemne pomp of prayer 
waa fynysshyd, the king not long after cawlyd a parlyament^ in the 
' which, after many matters wer estabhshid towching the state of 
« York, that province, bis only soon Ijdward, abowt izP' yeres owld, was 
John Ho' made prince of Wales, and John Haward, a man very pollytyke 
wl mde 2^^ skilfull in warrea, was made duke of Norfolk, and his soon 
Narfi^ Thomas, a lusty and noble young gentleman, earle of Surrey. Also 
wone E. *^^ number of the kinges cownsayll was augmentyd with soom 
ofSnmj. noble men of that counbre, because king Richerd had in ther 
fidelytie most confydence as we have before declaryd. Fynally, 
becaoae ther was no myschyef, none adversylie, which the kinges 
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head, guiltie of bo many crymes^ dyd hot mystraBt, provysyon was 
made that the kings enemyes, desynu to disturb all things 
might not be hable to canle home againe into England Henry 
earlfl of Richemond. And bo Tbonus Hutton, a man of pregnant ThouM 
wyt, waa appoyntyd ambaasador to deale inth the doke of Bryt- Hatton 
tayn by all force of fayre woords and money that he void detane banador 
the erie in perpetuall pryson at the leaat, according as he had ^ g^ttuir 
doone hytherto at the request of hi» brother Edward, who trans- t« detajM 
portyd furthwith into Brytayny, Whan these thinges wer doone Richmond 
the king returnyd to London, whom aD the cyty for dewties sake ^ P'i'o&- 
cam forth to mete. Thaa had kinge Bicherd by a strange kinde 
of owtrageous creweltie attayned the type of glory and promotion, 
and in the eye of the people was accountyd a happy man, whan as 
soon after he percearyd himself to declyne from his state by 
lytUe and lyttle, that he could not kepe fast therein by any 
poUycy. Sorely after the murder of king Edwardes Boons as oft 
OS any evell storme was presently imniynent or lyke to ensew, the 
people, remembring suddaynly the kings late abhomynable tact, 
layd the blame thereof only uppon him, ezclaming that God did 
revenge the kinges wickednes uppon the powr Englishe people; 
whom therfbr they accnsyd, detestyd, and fynally beaowght God to 
take extreame vengeance uppon. Thus when king Richard was 
spoken of at all hands, and though hee [was] not ignorant £rom 
whom these speacfaes dyd procede, yeat for all that durst not by 
violence revenge the same, supposing yt an unwyse part not to 
beare soom time with suche as towld him of his &ult, he fell agane 
from so great felycyUe into a feare and heavynes of hart, and, be- 
cause he could not reforme the thing that was past, he deter- 
mynyd to abholishe by all dewtyfulnes the note of in&my wher- 
with his honor was staynyd, and to geave suche hope of his good 
govemement that from thencefurth no man sbowld be hable to 
lay any calamytie that might happen to the commonwelth unto 
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hia charge. But hard yt ys to alter the natorall disposition of ones 
myiide, and suddaynly to ezt«p the thing theiin settlyd hy dayly 
conversation. And so> whether yt war for that cause, or (as the 
bmte commonly goeth) hecanse he now repented of hU ereU dedesj 
he began afterward to take on hand a certane new forme of lyfe» 
and to geave the shew and cowntenance of a good man, wherby he 
might be accowntyd more righteous, more mylde^ better affectyd 
to the commonaltie, and more lyberall eapemlly toward the powr ; 
and so first might meryte pardon for his offences at Qods band ; 
than after appease partly thenvy of man, and procure himself good 
will, he began many woorks as well publick as pryvate, which 
Q , (bong prevented by death before his tyme] be per^ted not. He 

founded ■ fowndyd a colledge at York of an hundreth priests. Also he 
Yori^ ** began now to geave care to the good admonition of his frindes. 
But anon after yt appearyd evydent that feare, which seldom 
causeth continewance of dewtyfull dealing, made king Richard so 
Buddainly good, for as much as the bowntyfulnesse of the man 
bonge but couoter&yt waxed cold agane quickly; by reason 
wherof all his proposyd practyses began strdghtway to coom to 
Hli na naught. For fyrst he lost £dward his only soon the third month 
Bdwirde after he had bene made prince of Wales ; after that, a conspyracy 
"'^ was contryvyd agaynst him by meane of Henry duke of Bucking- 
ham, which, though yt wer by one of the conspyrators discoveryd 
before yt grew great, yeat was he tmblyd in suppressing therof. 
And for as muche as we be now coommyd to this place, yt is 
o«ncion nedefull to make convenyent rebersall of certane thinges pre- 
S^S^d^ mysyd wherby we may ezplane the first canae of the discord 
daks of begun betwixt the king and the duke : for Humfrey soomtyme erie 
hm."^' °^ Hereforde, of whose death we have made mention before in 
the zviii^''. booke, left of his body begotten tvo dawgbten, and 
them he made his heyrea ; that ys to say, Mary who maryed to 
Henry erle of Darby, theldest soon to John duke of Lancaster, 
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who aftirward having gotten the crowne was canlyd Henry the 
Foortb, and Alyenore whom Thomas of Woodstok duke of 
Glocester and erie of Buckingham tooke in maryage. Of this 
Thomas and Alyenore yssewyd and remanyd onely alive one 
dowghter caolyd Anne, to whom by right discendyd after the con- 
fiscation of hir fiathen possessions in the time of Kichard the 
Second, who pnt the duke to death, hir mother Alyenors inhery- 
taoce. This lady was first handfast to Thomas Stafford, bat he 
dying before marriage, she also beinge but very young, was after- 
ward maryed to Edmund brother of the sayd Thomas erle of 
Stafforth. He b^ot Hnm&ey duke of Buckingham, and Humfrey 
Henry. And so by the maryage of Anne and Mary was therle of 
Herefoords inherytance devydyd, thone moytie to thowse of Lan- 
caster, thother to the bloode of Staffoords, from whom the dukes 
of Buckingham deryre ther pedygre. And after a few yeres all 
the rase of king Henry the Fourth faylyd in prince Edward, 
Henry the Syxtes soon ! which bowse extynguyshyd, Henry of 
Buckingham thowght that he might by good right demand that 
part of therle of Herefords patrimony which in the right of Mary Tu-i i» 
had coommyd to the howse of Lancaster, which than king Richard of Bnck- 
held in right of the crown, with thother possessions of the howse dJ^unded 
of Lancaster. Therfor the duke within few days after, having gotten p^ ^' 
fytt occasion to talke of the matter, demandyd of king Koherd ^^tV tha 
tiiat part of therle of Herefoordes patrymony that to him by right «* ^ rf, 
of inberytance was dew. To this king Ricberd, who supposyd bndi. 
that matter to have bene now foi^tten, ys reportyd to have awn- 
swered forthwith in great rage : ' What now, duke Henry, will yow 
chalenge unto you that right of Henry the Fourth wherby he 
wyckedly usurpid the crowne, and so make open for yourself the 
way therunto ? ' Which king Richerds awnswer settlyd depe into 
the dokes breste, who from that time furth, movyd moche with ire 
and indignaHon, began to devyse by what mesne he might thrust 
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0-wt that ungratefull man from the royall seat for whose cauae he 
had right often doone many thinges agaynste his owne conscyence 
otherwise than before God he lawfully might. The duke thus 
ftffectyd accompanyed king Kicherd not long after as he jour- 
neyed towardea Yorke unto Glocester, from thence with his con- 
sent he repayred into Wales, wher a great part of his lyvings 
lay. Heare the while of his tary, provokyd partly by freshe 
memory of the late receavyd injury, partly repenting that hitherto 
of himself hee had not resystyd king Richardes evell enterpryse, 
but much bad furtheryd the same, he resolvyd to seperate himself 
from him (though in dede he showld so have doon in the begyn- 
nyng), and to bring to passe the thing which he had long revolvyd 
A coDanl- 'i^ mynde : and so he began to discover his intent to John bishop 
tation of Eiy^ whom (as we have before remembryd) he had in Brechnoch 
tbe (lake of castle. The bissbop suspecting treason, demandeth why he 
^'""S" goeth ahowt that matter, and prayeth to do him no harm ; after- 
the biihopa ward whan he understood his just cause of hatred, which king 
tof^bing Richerd had well deservyd long ago, he refusyd not to conferre of 
the earl of (he conspiracy. Than the duke unfoldyd all thynges to the 
Utie. bissbop of Ely, and dyscoveryd himself wholy, shewing how he 

bad devysyd the mesne wherby both the bloode of king Edward 
and of Henry the Sixth that yeat was remaining, being conjoignyd 
by affinytie, might be restoryd to the domynion dew unto both ther 
progenyes. The meane was this, that Henry eric of Richemond, 
who (as the report went] was, after knowlei^ of king Edwardei 
deadi, delyreryd by Francys duke of Brytayne owt of prison, 
might be sent for in all hast possyble, and assystyd with all that 
they might do, so that be wold promyse before by solemne othe^ 
that after he had once obtaynyd tbe kingdom he wold take to 
wyfe Elyzabeth, king Edwards eldest dawghter. 

Tbe bishop of Ely alowyd as well the dukes devyse aa the 
maner of performing the same, and procuryd one R^iold Bray, 
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servant to Mar^^ret erle Henry hia mother, who had maiyed ^°'^ 
Thomas lord Standley, to coome unto the dnke into Wales, and conntp of 
his pleasure knowen to retume spedely unto the said Mai^aret, ^^,^^^ 
and certify hir of all thinges which had bene delyberatyd betwixt lent for to 
him and the duke concernyng common saftie. This trewly was of Ba°kt 
the matter for the which dissenHon sprang betwyzt the king and '■vi'Mn. 
the duke, and whemppon the conspyracy was made agaynst him. 
But the comon report was otherwyse ; for the multytude sayd that 
the dake dyd the lesse disswade kinge Richerd from usurping the 
kingdome, by meane of so many mischievous dedes, uppon that 
intent that he afterward, being hatyd both of God and man, might 
be ezpellyd from the same, and so himself be caulyd by the com- 
mons to that dignytie, wherunto be asspyryd by all meanes po»- 
sible, and that yerfor he had at the last stirryd upp wan agaynst 
kinge Rycherd : but let us retume to owr purpose. 

Now before the duke all in a rage had begun to be alyenate in Lnrii > 
mynde from king Richerd, the same very time a plot of new con- „^"bJ^ 
spiracy was layd at London betwixt £lyzabeth the quene, wyfe to tw«eae Q. 
king Edward, and Margaret mother to erle Henry, in this sort : ^ai the 
This Margaret for want of health usid thadvyse of a physition ^i^^*jJ^°J 
namyd Lewys, a Welsheman bom, who, because he was a grave for ■ match 
man and of no smaule experience, she was wont oftentimes to j^tneeDs 
conferre firely with all, and with him &mylyarly to lament her their 
adveraitie. And she, being a wyse woman, after the slaughter of 
king Edwardes children was knowen, began to hope well of hir 
Boones fortune, supposing that that dede wold withowt dowt 
proove for the profyt of the commonwdth, yf yt might chaunce 
the bloode of king Henry the Sixth and of king Edward to be 
intermenglyd by a^nytie, and so two most pernicious foctions 
should be at once, by conjoynyng of both the bowses, utterly 
taken away. Wherfor furthwith not neglecting so great oportu> 
nytie, as they wer consulting tc^thers^ she utteryd to Xjcwys that 
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the time -was now coom when as king Edwardes eldest dowghter 
might be geaven io maryage to hir soon Henry, and that king 
Rycherd, accountyd of all men enemy to his countree, might easyly 
be dejectyd from all honor and bereft the realme, and therfor prayd 
him to deale secretly with the qoene of suche affdyre; for the 
quene also usyd his head, because he was a very leamyd physy- 
tion. Lewys nothing lyngeryng spak with the quene, as yeat re- 
maning in sayntuarie, and dedaryd the matter not as delyveryd to 
him in charge but as devysyd of his owne heade. The queue was 
so well pleasyd with this deryse, that she commandyd Lewys to 
repare to Uie cowntes Margaret, who remaynyd in hir husbands 
howse at London, and to promyse in hir name that she wold do 
hir indevor to procure all hir husband king Edwards frynds to 
take part with Henry hyr soon, so that he might bee swome to 
take in maryage Elyzabeth hyr dowghter, after he shalle have 
gotten the realme, or els Cycyly, the yownger, yf thother showld 
dye before he enjoyed the same. Lewys, by and by, doing as he 
was commandyd, made up the matter easyly betwyzt the two 
women, who because of his scyence becam a messenger betwene 
them, and was assocyat unto them in this new conspyracy against 
lUinold king Richerdwithowt any suspytion. Thus Margaret being browgfat 
cum"*'*" ^" good hope apoyntyd Raynold Bray her servyteur, a man most 
codfedcn- faythfull and tmstie, to be the chief dealer in this conspyracv, and 
cionarthe ' , .,. , , , . , , 

contctM of commanded nim to draw unto her partie, as secretly as might be, 

i^: soom SQC^ noble or woorshipfnU men as wer wyse, faythfull, and 
pwtf . actyve, who wer hable to make help in the cause. Raynold within 
few days gathered into tlie socyetie of that conspyracy Gyles 
Dawbney knight, Richerd Gylfoord, Thomas Ramney, John 
Cheney, and many mo, having taken an oathe beforehand of every 
man perticulerly. The quene also maketh hir frindes partaken of 
this deryse and busynes to be set forward withi all spede conve- 
nyent. Bat Margaret the meane whyle tooke into hir fiunyly 
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Christopher Unwyche, an honeat,spproovycl, and serricsable priest, Cbriitofer 
and after he was sworn unto hir, she discoTeryd to him all hir ^^nto' 
intent, tnistyng that she might so do safely hecanae Chrystopher Bntunr to 
was alvay a favorer of king Henry the ■vj% and commendyd to Riche- 
hir by Lewys the physytion. Thus the mother, carefoU for the "»°"*' 
veil doing and glory of hir soon, gave Christopher in chaige to go 
unto erle Henry into Bryttany, and to signyfy unto him all that 
was doone with the queue. But before he be^n to take hia jour- 
ney behold she was suddanely advertysid of the same practyse 
purposyd by the duke of Buckin^am, as we have before remem- 
bryd ; which whan she knew she alteryd hir intent, staying Chris- ChriMofer 
topher at home, and sent Hugh Conwey into Bryttane unto hir .^g, 
soon Henry with a good great sum of money, commanding him to "'T^' . 
utter all thinges, and exhort hys retume, and especyally to advyse ^d«>jc 
him to airyre in Wales, wher he should ^de ayd in readines. »«n'«^the 
Also, Richerd Gilfoord sent after him owt of Kent Thomas Riche- 
Romney with the same message. They having spedy passage '°°° ' 
cam unto erle Henry almost at one time, whom we have before BnnuHr 
sayd to have bene with the dnke of Bryttany, now after the death ^J^ 
of king Edward at his owne lyberlie. Henry having receavyd the GTifocd to 
messsge gave thanks to God, supposing his whole harts desyre g 
cowld not have happenyd without Gods speciall provydence; and 
therfor, rejoysing woonderusly, he conferryd all thinges with the 
duk, shewing that he hail conceavyd an assuryd hope of obtanyng 
the realme of England, and prayd therfor that the same might he 
browght abowt both by his good help and assent, whiche whan so 
ever habylytie showld serve he wold not Me to requyte. The duke, 
althowgh he bad bene laboryd from king Richerd both with money 
and muche sute by Thomas Hutton his ambassador, whom we 
have before dedaryd to have bene sent thyther, that he wold 
thnut erle Henry agane into ward, yeat he promysyd ayd and 
willingly gave yt. Than Henry premysyd into England Hewgh 
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Conway and Thomas Ramney to geve notice of hU coomming, that 
hia frinds might take order hedefully for all other thinges which 
by pollycy might be provydyd for ; hys owne pleasure was to stay 
ther untill that all thinges nedefuU for sallng wer preparyd. In the 
meane time in England the heades of the conspyrscy went abowt 
many matters ; soome held furoyshyd fyt places with force of men ; 
soome secretly solycytyd the commonaltde to sedytion; others 
earnestly mynded, and wer redy^ so soone as they should know of 
Henryes arryvall, to begin the wnrre; others fynally, of which 
nvunber John Morton bisahop of Ely was chief, provokyd, by 
secrete messengers, all men to this new conspyracy whom they 
knew asBurydly to hate king Richerd no lesse than themselfes did. 
While these thinges wer a doing king Bicherd was iaformyd of 
the conspyracy of these noble men, who being dryyen into per- 
plexitie by dubble mischief, for because he nether had army in 
readynes, nether yeat, yf he showld make warre uppon the suddayn, 
knew Bufiycyently wher to encownter thenemy, wher to tary nor 
whyther to go, determynyd to dyssemble the matter a while till he 
might gather an army, and that by speache of the people, and 
dylygence of espyall, the devyses of his adversaryes wer aearchyd 
owt, concearyd, manyfestyd, and discoveryd, or that by thys kinde 
of sleyght he might apprehend soome of the conspirators ; for that 
ther is no deceyt more depe and secrete than that which lurketh in 
the dissembly of understanding, or under soome colour of curtesy. 
Ths icynKA And because he knew the duke of Buckingham to be the head of 
iXe of ' *^^ conspyrators, therfor first of all he thowgfat beat, ether by 
h '"'^hf' ^^'^ °' force, to cut of the same ; and therfor he sent exceding 
bereffnwd. curteous letters unto the duke that he wold coome unto him, and 
gave the messenger who caryed the letters in charge to make in 
his name many fayre promyses, and by soome good meane per- 
swade him to coome unto the court. The duke, alledging infyr- 
mytie of stomake, awnsweryd the messenger that presently coome 
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he cowld not. King Rycherd wold admyt none excuse, but sent 
for him agane with tfareatemng woorda. Than the duke openly The duke 
denyed that be wold coom to his enemy, and withall made ready ia,ham^ 
for warre, and perswadid his confederates furthwith, soom one confade- 
wher soom other, to rase the people. So almost at one moment 
and time Thomas marquyae Dorset, who was gone owt of sayn- 
tuary and preserryd from all danger by mesne of Thomas Rowell, 
in Yorkshire, Edward Courtney, with Peter his broother, bisshop 
of Ezcester, in Devonshire, Bicherd Oylfoord, with certane of 
great reputation, in Kent, rasyd upp the commons every wher to 
armor, and made a begynning of warres. But king Richerd the R- 3 gona 
mesne season having gatherid an huge host of armyd men, because »„,."' 
he wold not dissypate his forces, the while he was willing to pnr- •g«i'irt the 
sew every of the conspyrators, resolvyd to omyt the resydew, and Bnoking- 
tume his whole army agaynst the head, that was the duke, who '^""' 
removing from London tooke bis journey towardes Salsbury, to 
thintent he might dyvert owt of that way agaynst the duke wher- 
soever he could leame that he wer encampyd. And now was he 
coommyd within two days journey of the towne, whan the doke 
with great force of Walse soldiers, whom he, as a sore and hard 
dealing man, had brought to the feild agaynst ther wills, and 
withowt any last to fight for him, rather by rigorus commandment The doke 
than for money, which was the cause of the revolt, went earnestly ingbua ~ 
abowt to encownter the king, but he was forsaken suddaynly of ^'•^="<rf 
the more part of his soldiers, and compellyd thereby to fly, during dkn. 
which flight, being in great terror by reason of this auddane 
chaunge of fortune, whan he knew not well what way to take, he 
got himself into the howse of a certane servant of his namyd 
Humfrey Banyster, whom because he had found an honest man 
eaven from his chyldehoode, therfor he trustyd to fynde him most 
feythfoll, and commyttyd himself to bys fydelytie, meaning to 
remane secret with him untill the tyme that he might advyse 
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ether how to repare for his owne defence a new army, either els to 

go unto therle Henry into Brytayn. But whan his confederates, 

who had now begoon wane, knew that flie duke was forsaken of 

hb people, and fled no man wyst whyther, they wer suddunly 

The dnka dismayd, erery man fled without hope of saftie, and other got into 

wh^^ Bayntuaryes or wyldemes, or assayed to aayle over the Beaa, wherof 

conTede- a great part came safe soone after into Brytayne. Gmongest that 

Sriri? company was Pet«r Cortney bisshop of Excester, with Edward his 

tu;. brooder, erle of Devonshire, Thomas marquise Dorcest, with 

Thomas his soon, a very chyld^ John Bursher, John Welles, 

Edward Woodvill, a valyaot man of warre, brother to queue Eli- 

sabtih, Bobert Wylloughbie, Gyles Dabeney, Thomas Amndell, 

John Cheyney, with bys two brothers, William Barchley, William 

Braadon, with Thomas his broother, Rycherd Edgecombe, and all 

these almost of thorder of knightboodei also John Halvell, 

Edward Peningham, chiefe captane of tharmy, Christopher Urs- 

vyche, and John Morton bysshop of Ely, with many other noble 

men, transportyd over abowt the same very time into Flanders. 

But king Richerd, a man muche to be feared for tnrcumspection 
and celerytie, who now was coomyd to Salsbury, after that he 
knew the duke and others of the conspyracy to be fled, deteiv 
mynyd to pursew them, and first sent soldyers anon to all the 
A procU- portes nighe therabowts, to take, kepe, and hold all passinge owt 
ui^'tlke ^y ^^1 '^^^ ^ '^^ them that fled from transporting ; than after, 
dakeof to any man that showld tell of the duke he proclamyd huge 
ham. *' reward; to the bond, libertie; to the fre pardon from punish- 
ment and a u". And because be had receavyd of late intelly- 
gence by Thomas Hutton, being retumyd owt of Brytayne, that 
the duke thereof was so farre from condiscending to kepe erle 
Henry in pryson for his sake, yea aa that he was busyly abowt- 
ward to ayd therle with succor and supply against him, he disposed 
mthall certane shipps well fumysshyd alongest the sea coi^ that 
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tendet^ toward Brytayne, to thintont tbat, yf erle Henry ahowld 

by chaimce coom, he might ether be intercaptyd or kept ^m the 

shore. Moreover, to nuke marvalas stnyt watche every wher, he 

dUposyd some soldiert in place* conveoyetit to beset ways, paths, 

and all kynd of passages : he sent owt oUiers every way, to sek« 

yf yt were poasyble to fynde and apprehend any wher the duke 

or any his confederate. To these men seking owt all thinges Tha dak* 

narrowly, Humfrey Bannister, whether for feare or money yt is "b^i^ 

soom dowt, betrayed his gneat Henry the duke, who brought him ^^^*1„ 

forthwith to Salsbnry unto king Richerd. The duke was dily- Banjiicre 

gently examynyd, and what he knew nppon demand he toijd^^ 

without torture, hopynge because he firely confessyd, that therfor 

he showld have lybertie to speake with king Bicherd, which he 

most sore desyryd ; but after he had confessyd thoffence he was 

beheadyd. This death dyd the duke suffer of king Richerd, whom 

he had aydyd agsynst his own conscience (as the saing is], with •>"'« sri*. 

whom he had by this meane conjoignyd locyetie cS perill more 

trewly than of empire. Hereof surely may we marke, that he 

loseth his labor, and cha^eth his ovne lyfe with haynotu offenc^ 

who helpcth an evell and wicked man, seing that he both re- 

ceavetb of him for the most part an evell dede for a good, and of 

God alway in the ende condigne punishment. 

Whyle these thinges were doone in England, Henry erle ofThaurla 
Richemoond had preparyd an army of v.M. Bryttaynes, and fiir- atmi 
nyshyd a navy of xv"". shipps, and now was approchyd the day of *"^"* "^ 
his departure, who h^jan to sayle with prosperous wynd the vj'K towuSa 
ides of October in the yere of heltb M.occcJxxziiij.,Bnd the second ^^°''*''^' 
king lUdierd began his raigne. But a httle before even suddayn 
tempest arose, wherwithall he was so afiByct^d that bis shipps wer 
constnygnyd by force of a creweU gale of wynde to tume iher 
coarse from one way from another ; divers of them wer blowen 
bak into Normandie, others into Bryttany. The ship wherin 
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Henry vaa, vith one other, tosayd all the night loDg with the wsTes, 
cam at the last very early in the morning, whan the winde grev 
calme, uppon the south coaat of the iland, agaynst the haven caulyd 
PeUm. Pole. From hence erle Henry, viewing afur of all the shore beset 
with soldiers, vhiche king Richerd, as we have before shewyd, had 
every wher disposyd, gave open commandment that not one man 
of them all showld take landing before the resydew of the ships 
showld come togythers ; which, while he taryeth for, he sent owt a 
bote to try whether they wer his frindes which hoovyd bo in the 
same place. Than those who wer sent wer earnestly desyryd by 
the soldiers from the shore to come a land, crying that they wer 
IJ"" "fl" sent firom the duke of Buchingham to be ready for the accom- 
moTidi panying of erle Henry safe unto the camp, which the duke himself 
^y^ had at hand with a notable excellent army, so that joigning ther 
■catered forces they both might pursew king Richard who was fled. But 
^^ "^ erle Henry suspecting yt to be a trayn, as yt was in dede, after 
that he dyd see none of bis ovne ships within view, boysyd upp 
sale, and with prosperus wynde came into Normandy, ao that a 
man may think the very blast of the wynde drove him bak horn 
danger. Here he, tarying uppon the shore the space of thre days 
for the refreshing of his soldiers after ther toyle and travaille, de- 
termynyd to retume with part of his retynew a foote into Bry- 
tayne, and in the meane time sent ambassadors to demand of 
Charles theight, king of Fraunce, who had succeeded Lewis hit 
father lately dead, leave to passe throwgbe Normandy. The 
king pytying therles fortune, dyd not onely grant him passage 
with good will, but also money to beare his charges. Howbeyt 
himself, trusting uppon the kinges courtesy, had sent his ships 
home before and was enteryd on his journey ; yeat he had not 
gone fur whan tbambassadora retumyd, so that greatly comfortyd 
by that benyfyt and replenished with good hope he retumyd into 
Srytayne, supposing that from thencefurth be must take an other 
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coarse. But being in Brytayne he had intelligence by his Mndes The nur- 
that the duke of Bachingham was beheadyd in England ; that the ^^^ 
marquyse Dorset, with a well great number of thinglisbe noby- S^*^ ™ 
lytie, was commyd thither a little before to seke him, and remanyd 
at Vanes ; which newys whan be understoode to be trew, he muche 
lamentid that the first attempt of those noble personages had 
fallen so erell owt, yet on thother syd rejoysing that he had so 
many notable capCanes partakers of that warre, and witball con- 
ceaving eaven than almost an assuryd opynion that all his afiayres 
wer firmly strengtbenyd, and that his cause wold coome well to 
passe, headjudgyd yt mete for him to use celerytie. Wherfor, going 
onto Reynes, he sent furthwith certane of his retynew to bring l 
the marquyse and thother noble and woorahipfull unto him. They 
baring knowledge that erle Henry was, after long wandering, re- 
tumyd safe into Brytayne, rejoysed woonderusly (for, being ignorant 
in what part of the world he was become, they fearyd least be had 
faullen into the handea of king Richerd) and so reparyed to him in 
all bast thick and threfold. Heare, after muche mutuall congratu- 
latJon made, and that they had delyberatyd of dealyng in their 
cauais certane days, the day of Cbrystes natyrytee was coomyd 
uppon, which, meting all in the churche, they ratyfied bU other 
thinges by plyghting of their trouths and solemne covenantes; and 
first of all erle Henry uppon his othe promysyd, that so soone as 
be sbowld be king be wold mary Elizabeth, king Edwards 
dowghter ; than aftir they swore unto him homage as thowghe he 
had bene already created lung, protesting that they wold losse not 
onely ther landes and possessions, but ther lyres, before ever they 
wold suffer, beare, or peimyt, that Richerd sbowld rewle over 
them and theirs. Whan this was done erle Henry reportyd all to 
the duke, and prayd him hartely to ayde him with more ample 
supply, that he might retume furthwith into his cowntry, much 
deeyiinge bis presence, and especially to lend him money, for so 
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much as that which he had already receaTyd of hia fiindes was 

spent in famishing of the former warre, and promysyd that he 

wold &ytfafully repay what soo ever he showld raceave, and in 

time to coome plentyfully reqayte the dukes singnlar lyheralytie 

^Bri^ with all indcTor, care, and diligence. The dofce promysyd him 

fdmitbethc ayde, wherenppon trusting he took uppon him agane the care of 

^^°^j' preparing a navy, and made himself ready to the sea, that he 

(or hli showld not be hinderyd from any attempt by laches of time. 

tamntij. j^ ^^ meane whyle king lUcherd, b^g retomyd to London, 

commandyd certane that wer guyltie of the conapyracy who wer 

taken in sundrye places all at once, and emong them George 

DiTVMof Broune, Roger Clyffbord, Thomas Selenger, knightes, also Thomas 

j^,^ ° Bamney, Robert Clyffoorth, and dyrers others, yea of his owne 

mondi howsehold, to be put to death. Afterward be assemblyd a parlya- 

nta pat to ment, wherin he procuryd all thexyles to be denoncyd traytors to 

*«•*'""; thercountree hyactof parlyament; then allther goodes to becon- 

„^ ' fiyscate, and not content with that pray, though very ridie, he 

n^ and fynally causyd a great tax of money to be imposyd appon the 

wenta o*ar people, for he had bene of late so lavasfaing in rewards, seking by 

uriB'of BU^B meane to purge himself, and win favor of the commonaltie, 

Riehmoiid that he began now to be nedy. But yt went very hard that 

[^l^t^ Thomas Stanley also was not aocowntyd eraongest the number of 

the kinges enemyes, by reason of the practyses of Margaret his 

wyfe, mother onto erie Henry, who was commonly caulyd the 

head of that conspyracy ; but, for aa muche as the woorking of a 

Tb« oonn. womans wit was thowght of smaole accounte, the cownsell thetfor 

5?^ set downe and commandyd that Thomas, who proovid himself 

mond* guiltles of the offence, showld remove from his wyfe all fair ser- 

^^^^ vantes, and kepe hir so strayt with himself that she showld not 

Kram her. be hable from thencefurth to send any messenger nether to hir 

soone, nor frinds, nor practise any thing at all agaynat the king ; 

which was doone accordingly. Also by authorytie of liie same 
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ptrlyament a peace ms made with the Scottei, who a lytUe a pwee 
before had run forrows about the borders. Whao these thingea i^^i, 
yrer thus cODclndyd, all the conspyracf semyd in a maner extin- 
gnyshyd ; the duke beiuge taken away and other his confederates 
partly executyd, partly exylyd into foreyn countreys. But king 
^cherd, as yeat more dowtynge than trusting in his owne cause, 
was Texyd, wrestyd, and toimentyd in mynd with feare almost 
perpetually of therle Henry and his confederates retume; wherfor 
he had a myserable lyfe, who to ryd himself of this inward gryefe, 
determynyd fynally to puU up by the rootes all matter of feare 
and tumult, and other by guyle or force to bring the same abowt. 
And so after suche resolution taken he thought no way more fytt 
or commendable than to aolycit agane the duke of Brytayne, for 
money, prayer, and reward, because yt lay in his hand to dispatche 
him qoyte of all perill, and therfore he sent forthwith specyaU mea- 
amigers to the duke, who, besydea great gyftes which they caryed r. 3 Mut « 
with them, showld promise to geave him yerely the whole revenues J^JL^^ 
of all the lands appertaining to carle Henry, and the resydew of "»« d"''" 
tbinglishe nobylyte that wer with him, yf he wold from thence- pro,^. ' 
forth kepe them with him in ward. The messengers being gone *^^ 
with thia maner message could not deale this matter with the dukcj nwatdet. 
for that he was becoome feble by reason of sore and dayly siknes and 
began to maddle ; wherfor Peter Landofe his treasurer, a man both 
(tf sharpe wit and great BUthorytie,rewlyd all matters as himself lyat, 
who for that cause had stirryd upp grevously agaynst himself thenvy 
of the Bryttishe nobylytie. This man dyd thiglysbe ambassadors 
deale withall, and ezplaning ther commyssion besowght him ear- 
nestly that he, who might do all thinges as hym lyst, wold fulfill 
king Richerds dayly desire. Peter, who was in great hatryd of his 
owne countrymen, supposing that yf he showld satisfy king Richerd 
he showld be more mightie againe his adyersaryes, awnsweryd 
that he wold do the thing which king Kcherd requyryd, so that he 
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wold kepe promyse. And all thia dyd he by reason of cyryll ene* 
mytie; for be hated not earle Henry, whom, as we have shewyd 
in the former booke, he had before delyveryd from danger, at 
Bunt Maloea. Thus ever with cause we offend. But the fortune 
of thingliahe commonweltb was the let why this mortall covenant 
was not peiformyd : for whyle that many messengers and often 
letters dyd fly to and ha betwixt Peter and the king, for dispatche 
R. 3 pnc- of the busynes, John bysshop of Ely, who lyvyd in Fluiders, 
*'°"*ta« ^^^S certyfyed of that practyse from his fryndes owt of England, 
of Hia dnks gave intelligence to Henry furthwith of the plot that was layd, by 
turn (Ui- Christopher Ucswyke, who was coomyd to hym owt of England 
eoreni to abowt the same time, and advysyd therle that he showld get him- 
Sieh. self and thother noble men as soone as might be owt of Brytayne 
''**'°^ into France. Henry was than at Vanes whan he had inteUigence 
of the frande^ who, without any stay, sent Christopher as am- 
bassador to king Charles, to pray that he myght lawfully passe 
into France ; which thing easyly obtanyd, thambasaador returnyd 
spedyly unto his prince. 

Than earle Henry, thinking yt mete to proryde for his a&ires 
with all dylygence, imparteth hia purpose to few of his company, 
and, having leamyd the way, he sent before all thinglysbe nobilytie, 
&ygnyng that he wold send them for supply of his pryvat« causes 
unto the duke, who as than lay for his pleasure not fiure from the 
boundes of Fraunce, and secretly wamyd dierle of Pembruch, 
Tha earie chi^^ <*' thambassage, that whan they showld be at the borders of 
of Ricke- Brytayne, leaving suddaynly the right way, they showld get them- 
hii frendai selves into Fraunce ; who, doing as they wer directyd, procedyd 
flninto jjj tjjgf journey contynewally withowt intermytting any one mo- 
ment of time, and went unto the coantry of Angeow. Hymself 
two days after departing &om Vanes, and accompanied with lyre 
onely servantes, feignyd to go unto a frind, who had a maner not 
farre of, and, because an huge multitude of Englishe people waa 
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left in the towne, nobody snspectyd his voyage ; but whtm he bad 
joumayed almost five myles he withdrew hastely out of the highe 
way into the next wood, and doing on a serving mans apparell, he 
as a servant folowyd one of his owne servants (who was bis 
gnyde in that joumay) as thowghe he had bene his maister, and 
rode on with so great celerytie, kepiog yeat no certane way, that 
he made no stay any where, except yt were to bate his horses, 
before he bad gotten himself to his company within the bounds of 
Angeow. Moreover, fowre days after that erle Henry had escaped 
by flight, Peters intent was to have set owt certane force of men, 
musteryd with tfaer captanes (which he had chosen owt to perform 
his wicked determynation), under pretence that he wold delyver 
them to erle Henry, as yt wer to accompany bym in his retume 
to his country, but in very dede meaning to have browght therle 
nnwares, and suspectyng no gnyle, with the resydew of the noby- 
lyte, suddanly into pryson ; that by suche haynous fact be might 
satisfy kinge Rycherd for the trybute which he had promysyd. 
But this Peter the treasurer, wbo wantyd no aubtiltie, whaji be 
understood that Henry was departyd, wherof his mynde gave him, 
sent owt horsemen incontinent every way to pursew, and if they 
cowld overtake him, to apprehend and bring the earle to him. 
The horsemen made such haste as that ther was never thing more 
nighe thachieving than thovertakinge of the earle ; bee was scarse 
ne howre entryd the boundes of France whan they cam thyther. 
But thinglishe men (abowt three hundreth in number), who 
remained at Yanes, whan they knew that erle Henry was fled, 
because they were not pryvy therunto, became so afeard that they 
wer now in utter despeare of safety ; howbeyt the matter fell owt 
otherwyse than they demyd ^ for them to feore ; for the duke^ 
takinge yt in evell part that Henry was so uncurteously enter- 
taynyd as that he was forcyd to fly owt of his domynyon, and for 
the same cause being very angry with Peter, uppon whom, thowghe 
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himself was ignorant of all the pnctyse, he layd the blame of 

Tledake that offence, cawlyd unto him Edward Ponings^ and thother 

o^r^^T Edward WoodTyll, and geaving them money to beare the charges 

i«ddM of of tber joomey, commanded them to conduct all thingUshe men to 

HenrreB therle. And BO earl Henry, having receavyd all his retynew, was 

tnros after woonderuB glad, who, because he wold not be aocowntyd untbank- 

Fnace fuU> sent back dyrars unto the duke tadvertyse on bis behalf, 

"Ewe'' '^^ presently bee th&nkyd him for the saftie of himself and all his 

company, which thereafter in time he wold not hie to requyte. 

But hee within few days after reparyd unto king Charles, who was 

.Af mi. at a towne sytuate uppon the ryrer of Loire caulyd Aiders ; unto 

whom, after thankes geaven for the benefytes receavyd, he first 

ezplanyd the cause of his cooming, than he besowght ayd wberby, 

throwgb his immortal benyfyt, he might retnme safely unto his 

owne nobylytte, of whom he was generally caulyd noto the king- 

Kinc dom, so muche djrd they abborre the tyranny of king Bicherd. 

truoe " ^i>g Charles promysyd him ayd, and bad him be of good chere, 

^^^'^^ for he wold willingly shew his goodwill, who farthwith aftw 

H«DT7. departyd to Montarge, taking Henry with him and all the trane of 

his nobylytte. During the time of Henry his abode heare John 

Tbt Mila ^'"^^ °^ Oxfoord, whom we have above meationyd to have bene 

of Oxford holden in ward of king Sldward in the castle of Hammes, togyther 

cuna OTCT* with James Blunt the captane therof, and John Fortescew knight^ 

^!*° the gentleman porter of Calys, subomyd by the erie, cam unto him ; 

the earto but captane James, because hee left his wyfe in the caatie, had far- 

Jj^j^ nissyd the same with new garryaon before his departure thence. 

Whan Henry saw therle he was ravisshyd with joy incredible 

that a man of so great nobilytie and knowledge in the warres, and 

of most perfyte and sownd fydelytie, most earnestly bent to his 

■yde, was at the last by Oods assistance delyveryd owt of ward, 

and in so fyt tyme coommyd to help him, in whome he might 

repose his hope, and settle himself more safely than in any other ; 
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for he was not ignorant that others who had holden on king 
Edward syde yealdid unto him by reason of the evell state of 
time, but this man who had so oft foughte for king Henry was he 
thowght delyveryd from that ward by the hevenly help, that he 
might have one of his owne faction to whom he might safely 
commyt all thinges ; and therfor rejoysing above all measure for 
therie of Oxfoorthia cooming, he began to hope better of bia 
affaires. 

Not long after king Charles removyd to Paris, whom erle Henry 
fblowyd, and sowgbt there to bring to paase his sute, requesting 
king Charles agane to take him wholy to his tuytion, so that yf he 
and his confederates showld be in safetie they might all lykewyse 
also acknowledge the same receavyd at bis hand. In the meane 
time very many Ei^lisbe men, who ether dyd flok contynewally 
owt of England, or were tber studyouse of learning, gave and 
Towyd upp themselves wboly to take his part Einongest these RieliMd 
was BJchard Fox, priest, a man of an excellent wyt, a man learnyd, .^rbiihop 
whom Henry receavyd immediatly to be of bia privy counsaile, "fwin- 
and browght within short whyle to great honor, who is now bisshop amt to 
ofWynchester. ^'iS^ 

Richerd in the meane time having intelligence what covenants 
the confederals in Brytayn had made emongest themselves, and 
bow they had all escapyd into France by the conduct of earle 
Henry, thowgh be wer greatly disapoyntyd because his craftie 
practyse had not procedyd, yeat he determynyd to prevent by an 
other way that thearle Henry ahowld not coom unto the kingdom 
by maryage of bys nece Elyzabeth. And because, in comparyson 
of thorrible factes which, blyndyd with desyre of sovenugntie, be 
had before enterprysyd, all other tbingea that he showld do aftir- 
ward semyd in his estimation but smaule matters (according aa 
the proverb pntteth us in remembrance, He will lyft up an oxe 
that hath caryed a calfe), ther cam therfor into bis mynde matter 
CAHD. aoc. 2 B 
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the most wickyd to be spoken, and the fovlest to be commyttydi 
that ever was herd of. For whyle he revolvyd with himself how 
great heap of myachiefe wer immynent yf Henry should be 
avaunced by marya^ of his nece, uppon thonly rumor wherof 
he herd of dyrers who semyd already carefull for therles affayrea ; 
B-siabom he therfor determynyd, by all meanes possyble, to reconcyle unto 
Q.^Tto liim Elyzabeth the quene, that she myght yeald hir self and hir 
*°°^^^"'dowghters into his handes, and Henry by that meane defraudyd 
•addeiprer from thaffynitie of his nece ; and yf yt wer not possible to salve 
jj^ j^^ ' the sores immynent otherwyse, and that by hap it myght fortune 
him. his wyfe too dye, than he wold rather mary his nece himsdf than 

by thafiynytie aforesayd to danger the state, as thowgh by his 
feule the ruyne of the realme must nede folov. And so he sent 
into the saintwary often messengers unto the queue to make unto 
hir purgation of his fact, and by promysing mountaynes both unto 
hir and hir soon Thomas the marquise to put the woman in pass- 
ing great hope. The messengers being grave men, though at the 
first by reducyng to memory the slawghter of hir soonnes they 
soomwhat wowndyd the quenes mynde, and that hir gryefe semyd 
Bcarse hable to be comfortid, yeat they assayed hir by so many 
meanes, and so many fayre promisaea, that withowt muche adoe 
they began to moUyfy hir (for so mutable is that sex], in so muche 
that the woman herd them willingly, and fynally sayd she wold 
yeald hir selfe unto the king ; and so not very long after, forgetting 
R. 3 prto- injuryes, forgetting hir faith and promyse geaven to Mai^;are^ 
i^eot Henryes mother, she first delyvered hir dowghters into the handes 
biiqneene. of king Richerd ; than aftir by secret messengers advysyd the 
marquyse her soon, who was at Parys, to forsake erle Henry, and 
with all speede convenyent to retume into England, wher he 
showld he sure to be caulyd of the king unto highe promotion. 
Whan the quene was thus qualyfyed, king Richerd receavyd all his 
brothers dawght«rs owt of saintuary into the court. Thonely 
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matter now remaning was to acquyte himself of marriage, which he 
adjadgyd best for him to do by all meane possible ; but this savage 
and crewell mynde of his was no lytle fearyd ft«m so great and 
owtrageoua foct, for that (as we have before mentyonyd) be had 
of late counterfaytyd to he a good man, and therfor was afeard 
least by the untymely death of his wyfe he showld hinder the good 
opynyon which he belevyd the people had conceavyd uppon him. 
But the wickyd intent wan the mastery in the wyt wayward from 
all righteooanes ; for first he forbare to lye with her, and withall 
b^ian to complane muche unto many noble men of hia wyfes un- 
fruytfiilnes, for that she browght Mm forth no children, and that 
chiefly dyd he lament with Thomas Botheram archebysshop of 
Tork, because he was a grave and good man, whom he had a lyttle 
before let owt of prison (who thereuppon gatheryd and supposyd 
yt wold come to passe that the quene should not long lyve, and 
foreshewyd the same to dyvers bis frinds). Than after he pro- 
curyd a rumor (uncertane from whom) to be spred abrode of the 
quene his wyfes death, that ether the woman being browght in 
great dolor, by report and fame of the matter, might faule into 
siknes, ether els that he might therby take a proofe yf the same 
abowld happen afterward whether the people wold lay the blame 
therof unto his charge. But whan the quene herd of sucbe terrible 
rumors dispenyd already of hir owne death, supposing that hir 
days wer at an end, she went onto her husband very pensyffe and 
sadde, and with many teares demandyd of him what cause ther 
was why he should determyne hyr death. Hereunto the king, 
least that he might seme hard bartyd yf he showld shew unto bis 
wyfe no signe of loove, kissing hir, made awnswer loovingly, and 
comfortyng hir, bad hir he of good chere. But the queue, whether R- 3 hb 
ahe wer dispatchyd with sorowfiilnes, or poyson, dyed within few 2i>deiilr. 
days after, and was buryed at Westmynster. This ys Anne that 
thone of the daughters of Richerd erle of Warweke who was soom 
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tyme covenantyd to prince Edward, aoon to king Henry the Sixt. 

The king, thus lovsyd from the bond of matrimony, h^an to caat an 

eye uppon Elyeabetb hia nece, and to desyre hir in maryage ; but 

because botb the yowng lady hiraelf, and all otbera, did abfaorre 

the wickednes bo detestable, he detennynyd therfor to do erery 

thing by leysure, for so mucbe especially as he was overwheltnyd 

with pinching cares on every hand; for that soom man of name 

passyd orer dayly unto Henry, others fovoryd secretly the parte- 

Tbe lo. ners of the conspyracy. Emongest these principally was Thomas 

ud'^en Stanley, William his brother, Gylbert Talbot, and others innu- 

irf tiM con- merable, whose inward mynde thowgb Richerd was ignorant of, 

tEe E. of yest he trustyd never one of them all, and Thomas Stanley least 

Bichmond. gf ,]] others, because he had in maryage Henryes mother, as the 

matter yt self made manyfest shew ; for whan he at that time wold 

have gone into his countrie, for his pleasure as he sayd, but indede 

that he might be ready to receave erle Henry as a frind at his 

cuoming, the king forbad him, and wold not suffer him to depart 

before he had left George lord Strange his soone as a pledge in 

the court. 

ILSlud Whyle king Richerd was thus occupied in so great trouble of 

^eouteU ™ynde and alteration of devyses for feare of stirre to coome, 

p^Hsipa beholde he heu^ that the same was broken owt, for bee had 

the E. of intelligence that the castle of Hammes held with Henry by meane 

Rkbinona- of thetle of Oxfoorth, and that he, with James Blunt, captane 

therof, were fled to Henry himself; wherefore thinkinge yt best to 

withstand the begynning, he sent forthwith to recover tlie hold, a 

good part of the garryson which was at Calys. Those who wer 

within the castle, whan they saw thadversary approche, annyd 

themselves quikly to the defense, and anon sent messengers to 

erle Henry to demand ayd. Henry withnwt delay commandyd 

therle of Oxfoorth with choyse soldiers to go and help his frinds, 

who in ther first arryvall encampyd themselves not farre from the 
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castle; the whyle tbey held ther enemys iDtentyve iippon that 
part, Thomas Brandon, with thirtie valyant man, entryd the castle RamM 
by the maiishe, which joingneth unto the place. Than they ^^ by'' 
who wer within, having receavyd new supply, skrymysshyd with ~'Jf"^ "' 
tbenneroy from the waule more sharply than before. Therle of momb 
Ozfoorth also at ther bakes was no lesse earnest; wherby yt fell P'^P'^ 
owt that thenemyes of ther owne free will gave unto the besegyd 
fre lybertie to depart with bagg and baggage, which condytion 
therle of Oxfoorth, who came for that ende to delyrer his frindes 
from danger, and especyally the wyfe of James, the captane therof, 
dyd not refuse, but leaving the castle retnrnyd safe with his com- 
pany to Parys. King Richerd after this understoode by his 
spyalls that Henry, hinderyd emongest the Frenche by reason of 
the time, grew weary with contynuall demaunding of ayd, that he 
profytyd nothing, nor that any thing went forward with him, but 
that all thinges which he ditygently had devysyd fell owt not well; 
which whan he beleryd to be so, as thowgfa he had vanquisshed 
the whole warres, and had bene delyreryd ^m all feare, supposyd 
that ther was no cause why he showld take such care In a matter 
of no danger, caulyd his shipps from ther stations, and all the 
soldiers which he had before placyd heare and there to kepe of 
tbenemy ; but least he might be found altogether unready, he 
commandyd noble men and gentlemen dwellynge about the sea 
coste, and chiefly the Walshe men, to kepe watche by course after 
ther country maner, to thintent that his adversaryes showld not 
have ready recovery of the shore and coome a land; for tbinha- 
bytantes about the sea costes place, in the tame of wane especyally, Beakonea 
on the hylls adjoyning lampes fastenyd upon frames of timber, KS^tlj* 
and whan any great or notable matter happeneth, by reason of all plaeet. 
thapproche of enemyes, they suddanely lyght the lampes, and 
with showtes through towne and fielde geave notice therof ; from 
' thence others aftirward receave and utter unto ther neighbors 
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notice after the same sort. Thus ys the fame therof caryed spedyly 
to all villages and tovnes, and both country and towne arme them- 
selves Bgaynst theaemy. And thus king Richerd, soomwhat easyd 
of bis griefe, began to be more careles, least otherwise be might by 
dylygence hare avoydyd the desteoy that hang over his head ; for 
suche is the force of the divine justice, that a man lesse seath, 
lesse provydeth, and lesse hede taketh when he ys nighe the 
yealding of puniahement for his haynoos offences. 

At that time that Henry stayd in France for thobtaning of ayde 

very many noble men were, by reason of king Charles his age, 

rewlers of the realme, not mocbe agreing emong themselves, of 

which pryvy hatryd Lewys duke of Orleance was head, who, 

seing he had in maryage Joan syster to king Charles, strove to 

beare chief sway in the government of the commonwelth ; by which 

occaayon yt cam to passe that the charge at themptre was com- 

myttyd to no one man ; and erle Henry, who day and night 

omyttyd no oportnnytie of hastening his voyage into his country, 

was compellyd to go and make earnest sute unto every man parti- 

^^'^ cularly. So was the matter driven of, when Thomas marquise 

Donet Dorcest, whom we have before sayd to have bene cauled home of 

t^!^ his mother, partely deapearing for that cause of erle Henryes suc- 

^^^ cease, partly subomyd by king Richerds fayre promyses, departyd 

afUdi. pryvyly in the night time from Parys, and with great journeys 

'""'^ trsvalyd into Flanders ; which thing as soone as therle and thother 

Englisbe nobylytie nnderstoode they were muche moovyd, and 

desyryd of king Charles that they might by his commandment 

stay the man who was pryvy to all ther purposes whersoever he 

^«D^et '^*"*1^ ^ fownd, and ther sute obteynyd began to ryde owt every 

camatwck way. But Humfrey Cheyney, savoring most sabtilly the trace of - 

t£^. ' him that went before, foUowyd the right way, and overtooke the 

nurooof marquise at the towne of Compiegne, and so perswadyd him that 

Ckej^. a htUe after he retumyd to his felowes. Erie Henry, easyd of that 
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griefe, detennynyd that yt was not for him to linger, bat to use all 
the celerytifl that might be, least by dowting and diffening of time 
he should losse great oportunitie, or least longer looking for might 
trooble more the myndes of his Mnds who awaytyd for his 
coomming. And so, obtaynyng of king Chatles a sdender supply, S^^'"** 
and borowyng as well of him as of other pryvate fnnds certane kfaig of 
money, for the which he left sureties, or rather pledges, the mar^ S^mo^ 
qnyse and John Borschere, he departyd to Roan. While he hnte E. 
taryed here, and riggyd his navy at the mouth of Seyne, a rumor *"''' 
came unto his eare that king Richerd, his wife being dead, was 
amyndyd to mary Elizabeth, his brother Edwardes dowghter, and 
that he had maryed Cecyly, Edwards other doughter, unto an 
obscure man of no reputation. This matter being of no sm&ule 
weygfat, as the which cut away from the confederates all hope of 
executyng ther delyberat resolution, pinchid Henry by the veray 
stomak, because therby he saw that he cowld not now expect the 
marriage of any of king Edwardes dowghters, wberfor he thov^ht 
yt was to be fearyd least bis frindes showld forsake him. The 
matter therfor being browgbt to consultation of a few, yt lyked 
them to prefer the same, before the profection, that they might The E. of 
assay if any other cowld be adjoignyd, and yt was tho^ht to MDtmei- 
stand with ther profyt yf by afiynytie they cowld draw into !f°l*" *° 
suryetie of that warre Gwalter Harbert, a man of ancyent antho- HuiMrta 
rytie erhong the Welshe men, who had with him a sister marrage- J^*"^ 
able; and to procure the same messengers were sent to Henry promjied 
earl of Northumberland, who had in marriage Gualters other sister, u,'^'^. 
that he wold deale in that cause; but the ways were so beset that Ameuoi- 
none of them could coome unto him. But a better niessenger ^^ ^^^_ 
came from John Morgan, a lawyer, who signyfyed the same tyme gent to ad- 
that Ricberd, by surname Thomas, a man of great service and rf^Hid^ ' 
Tslyant, and John Savage, wer wholy geauen to erle Henryes m""*"" 
afisyres, and that Reynold Bray had made up no smaule summ of EngUacU 
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money to pay soldyers wages withall, and therfor advysyd bim 

that as soone as oportunytie showld serve he wold take the streight 

way into Wales. 

B. or Than Henry, thinkinge yt nedefuU to make haste, that his 

urrrtt^ fiinds showM not he any longer kept in perplesytje hetwene 

u Miiford hope and drede, uncertane what to do^ after he had made his 

prayers to Qod that he might have an happy and prosperous 

journey, he lowsyd from the raowth of Seyne with two thousand 

onely of armyd men and a few shippes, the calends of August, and 

with a soft suthren wynde. The weather being very fayre he 

came unto Wales the 7*^ day after, a lyttle hefore soone set, wher, 

entring thaven caulyd Miiford, and forthwith going a land, he took 

JOaUa. first a place the name wherof ys Dalley, wher he herd that certane 

companyes of his adversaryes had had ther stations the wynter by 

past to hare kept him from landing. From thence departing in 

Hart- the hreake of day he went to Haverforde, which ys a towne not 

z"^. myles from Dalley, wher he was receavyd with great goodwill 

of all men, and the same he dyd with suche celerytie as that he 

was present and spoken of all at once. Heare he understandeth 

that Rycherd Thomas and John Savage, with all ther force and 

Arnold ^ndes, dyd help king Richerd to thuttermost of ther power, clene 

*"''*to the *''"**™'7 *° t*^** ^^ '^ certyfyed of in Normandy. But thinha- 

E.ofKicIi- hytants of Pemhrough at the same very time comfortyd all ther 

Utforcei. (lysmayed myndes, for they gave intelligence, hy Arnold Butler, a 

valyant man, demanding forgeavenes of ther former offences, that 

they wer ready to serve Jaspar tier erle. Henry, his army thus 

augmentyd, departyd from Hareford, and goeth forward v, myles 

toward Cardygan. The whyle the soldyers refreshyd themselves 

hear a rumor was suddaynly spred throwgh the whole camp, 

thautor wherof was uncertane, that Gwalter Herbert and those 

who wer in camp at the towne of Carmardyne wer at hand with 

an huge army. Whenippon a sUrre rose atreightway, every maa 
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mayd ready his onnor, assayd hia weapon, and b^an to advance 
the same, and all men wer in feare therwith a lyttle whyle, whan 
aa thorsemen sent owt before hand to scurrey by erle Henry 
brought home woord that all thynges (as they wer in dede) wer 
qaiet, and that tber was no hinderance to ther voyage immynent; 
but one Gry^e, a man of highe parentage, did above the rest OooOrif- 
make them all mery, who, thowgh before he had joingnyd with brongbts 
Gualter Harbert and Rycherd, yeat almost at the very same instant ^^^ • 
revoltyd with his company of soldiers, few though they wer, to erle Richmond, 
Henry. The same very day also John Morgan came to the sayd jo. Mot< 
Henry. Thus Henry went forward without stay almost in any place, l^^^t. 
and that he might have more ready passage he set appon dyrers for- hii fure«i 
tresses fumy shyd with garryson of his adversaryes, and the same wan Hflnrr. 
without any difficultie; and whan as after these thingea he under- 
stoode by the scowtts that Harbert and Rycherd wer before him 
in armes, he resolvyd to go agajnst them, and whan he had ether 
put them to flight or receavyd them into his obedience to make 
baste against king lUcberd. But that be might advertise his ^. ^- "' 
fiinds of his proceedinges, he sent unto Mai^oret his mother, to moDdwut 
the Stanleys, to the lord Talbot, and others, certane of his most |i^^^ 
faythfuU servants with secrete messages, theffect wherof was that ud his 
he, trusting to the ayde of his frynds, had determynyd to passe ^i^^ ^ 
over Severn, and throwgfa Shropshire to go to London, and therfor *^^ "^ i*'' 
desyryd them to mete him, with whom in place and time conve- 
nyent he wold impart more of his intent. Thus having dispatchyd lUc. 
the messengers with this message, himself procedyd forward toward j^^^^j, 
Shrewsbury, whom Richerd Thomas met by the way with a great poorewith 
bande of soldiers, and with assuryd promysse of loyaltie yealdyd njchi. 
himself to his protection. Two days before Henry had promysyd ""'"''• 
to Richerd Thomas the perpetuoll lyvetenantship of Wales, so that hocki 
he wold coome under his obedience, which afterward when he had J^?'^ 
obtanyd the kingdom he gave lyberally. In the meane time the r"" jt of 
CAUD. iOC. 2 w ^'^**- 
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messengers baring executyd ther charge with dylygence, and loden 

Trith money which they had receavyd of every man to whom they 

wer sent, retumyd unto Henry the same very day that he came to 

Shrewsbury, and signyfyed that his frinds wold be ready to do 

ther dewties in time convenyenU Herewithall Henry heinge 

browght in good hope, contynewyd furth the journey he had 

begun and cam to a vilUge which thinhabytants caule Newport, 

and, pightching his tentes uppon the next hill, taryed ther aU the 

Ojibtrt night. Ther came unto him in the evening Gilbert Talbot, with 

^''''^ v.°- and moe armyd meu. After that he marchyd on to Staffoord, 

*• E. of unto whom, the while of his abode ther, came William Stanley, 

maDdf ^'^ ^ smaule retynew, who, having short talk with him, retnmyd 

wStau- to his soldiers, whom he gathered togythera. From thence de- 

^E^r ^ pt^i^S ^^ went to Lychefelde, and that night taryed withowt the 

waule. The next day after, very early in the morning, he enteryd 

the towne, and was honorably receavyd. The third day before, 

lorniUD- Tb**™** Stanley had bene at the same place, gardyd with few lesae 

lej cBmB to than f yve tbowsand men well armyd, who, understandinge of 

ji^e'. " Henryes approche, went before, without delay, to a village caulyd 

moDd, Aderstone, meaning ther to tary till Henry showld draw nere. 

This he dyd to avoyd suspition, fearing yf before they showld 

coome to hand strokes he showld overtly shew himself to stand 

and hold with erle Henry, least that king Richerd, who as yeat 

did not utterly mistrust his loyaltie, might kill hia soone George, 

whom, as we have before sayd, he held in custody as a pledge. 

But Richerd in the meane time, being then at Notingham, was 
certyfyed that Henry and thother exiles who tooke his part wer 
coommyd into Wales, and that he was utterly onfumyshyd and 
feble in all thinges, contrary wyse that his men whom he had dis- 
posyd for defense of that province wer ready in all respectes. 
That rumor so puffyd him upp in mynde that first he estemyd 
the matter not muche to be regardyd, supposing that Henry^ 
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having procedyd rashly, consydering his smatile company, should 
surely have an evell ende whan he showld coome to that place, 
wher ether be should he forcyd to fyght against his will, or taken 
alyre by Gualter Harbert and Richard lliomas, who rewlyd in 
Wides with equal authoritie. But afterward, waynge with him self 
that a smaule matter in the warres made soome time great Btirre^ 
and that yt was a poynt of wysdom not to contemne the forces of 
fays enemye, thoughe they wer hut smaule, he thowght best to pro- 
vyde in time for the event to coom ; and therfor he commandyd 
Henry erle of Northumberland, and other noble men that wer his 
frinds, who he hoped wold prefer his safety before all that ever 
they had, to make furthwyth muster of soldiers, and with ther 
forces fumysshyd to repare spedely to him. Also by often mes- r. 3 Mot 
sengers and letters he commandyd Robert Brakenbury, lyveten- g ^^'^ 
nant of the towr of London, to coome to him in all haste, and bnry the 
to bring with him, as felows in warr, Thomas Burshere, Qwalter of tht"°* 
Hungerfurd, and many other gentlemen of thorder of knighthoode, t<"r<re> 
whom he had in suspicion. While these thingea wer a doing, yt iog him to 
was reportyd that Henry, withowt any annoyance receavyd, was ??■* '""' 
coomyd unto Shrewsbury; with which message the king, muchofhUpn- 
movyd, began with grief to be in a fervent rage, and cry vehe- "*"""■ 
mently ont uppon the falshood of them who had broken promyse, 
and withall to have less confydence in others, in so muche that 
the very first day that oportnnitie wold permyt he determynyd 
to go agaynst his enemyes, and suddanely sent furth scurryers to 
view what way they held. The scurryers, doing ther devoyr dily- 
gently, returned not long after and advertysyd that Henry was 
encampyd at Lichefelde : which whan he knew, because an huge 
numbu of men in armes wer now assemblyd, his soldyers heinge 
brought furth into good aray, he commandyd the armye to marche 
forward in square battayll that way by the which they under- 
stoode tfaer enemies wold coome, and, all impedimentes being 
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gatheryd into the middest of tbarmy, himself, with bis gard, dyd 

folow the wings of horaemeii ranging on both sydea; so, kejnng 

tber aray, they came unto Leycester a little before the soone sett, 

whan as the meane while Henry, removing from Lichefelde> trsr 

Talyd to go unto the next village, which is caolid Tamworth, whom 

Wattare Guslter Himgerford, Thomas Burscher, and many other met by 

^^^A ^^ way, who yealdyd themselves to his obeyssance; for they, 

Tho. Bonr- perceavynge that king Richerd had them in jelosy, because they 

to^e'E°* v'd not be brought to ther enemy agaynst ther willes, forsaking 

of Rich- Robert Brakenbury a lyttle beyond Stony Stratford, went away to 

tberle Henry in the night season. Ther flockyd to him also 

many other noble men of warre, who from day to day hatyd king 

Richerd wourse than all men lyving. 

Ther happenyd in this voyage unto erle Henry a chance worthy 
memory ; for thoughe he wer of noble corage, and that his forces 
augmentyd every wber, yeat was he in great feare, because he 
thought that he cowld not assure himself of Thomas Stanley, who, as 
I have shewyd, for that he fearyd the danger that king Richerd 
might doo his soon, dyd enclyne as yeat to nether partie ; and as 
touching king Richardes causes, yt was told him muche otherwyse 
than his fiinds bad signyfyed, which was, that nothing was more 
firme, nothing better fumysshyd : wherfor, consydering his feare 
was not for nothing, himself, accompanyed with xx^ armed men 
onely, stayed by the way, uncertane what was best as to delyberat 
what he might do. Moreover he herd that king Richerd, with an 
host innumerable, was at hand. While he thus, soomwhat sadd, 
folowyd alofe, all tbarmy cam to Tamworth, and whan as by rea- 
son of the night which came uppon him he could not disceme the 
trace of them that wer gone before, and so after long wandering 
could not finde his company, he cam unto a certane towne more 
than thre myles from his camp, full of feare ; who, least he might 
be betrayed, durst not aske queetyons of any man, but taryed tber 
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all that night, no more a&ayed for the present than for the penll 
to coom ; for he was afeard that the same might be a signe of 
soom maner plague to ensew. Nether was the army lease heavy 
for Uie suddane absence of ther captane, vhan as Henry the next 
day after, in the gray of the momiog, retomyd to the hoste, ex- 
cusing himselfe that he was not deceavyd in the way, but had 
withdrawen from the camp of set purpose to receare soome goode 
newys of certane his secret frindes. After that he went pryryly 
to Adderstone, wher Thomas Stanley and William lay encampyd. 
Here Henry dyd mete with Thomas and William, wher taking one The nrle 
an other by thand, and yealding mutuall salutation, eche man was °'^''' 
glad for the good state of thothers, and all ther myndes wer movyd Tho. lord 
to great joy. After that, they enteryd in cownsaylle in what sort ^^' 
to damigDe battayll widi king Rycherd, yf the matter showld 
coome to strokes, whom they herd to be not farre of. A lyttle 
before thevening of the same day, John Savage, Bryan Sanfoord, '<>>>>) 6a- 
Symon Digby, and many others, revolting from king Richard, ^^, 
came to Henry with a choyse bande of armyd men, which matter '?'°l'", 
both augmentyd the forces of erle Henry, and greatly replenyshyd Richmoiu]. 
him with good hope. 

In the meane time king Richard, hearing that thennemy drew The lutla 
neon, came first to the place of fight, a little beyond Leycester worths, 
(the name of that village ys Boswoorth), and ther, pightching his R. 3 bit 
tentes, refiresshyd his soldiers that night from ther trsvale, and ^^-. 
with many woords exhortyd them to Uie fyght to coome. Yt 
ys reportyd that king Rycherd had that night a terryble dreame ; 
for be thowght in his slepe that he saw horryble ymages as yt wer 
of evell spyrytes haunting evydently abowt him, as yt wer before 
his eyes, and that they wold not let him rest; which viayon 
trewly dyd not so muche stryke into his brest a suddane feare, as 
replenyshe the same with heavy cares : for furthwith after, being 
troublyd in mynde, his hart gave him theruppon that thevent of 
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the battale foloving wold be grevous, and he dyd not buckle him- 
self to the conflict with such lyvelyness of corage and counte- 
nance OS before, which herynes that yt showld not be sayd he 
shewyd as appallyd with feare of hia enemyes, he reportyd his 
dreame to many in the morning. Bat (I belere) yt was no dreame^ 
but a conscyence guiltie of haynous ofiieaces, a cooscyence (I say) 
so muche the more grevous as tfaofiences wer more great, whidi, 
thowght at none other time, yeat in the last day of owr lyfe ys 
woont to represent to us the memory of our sinnes commyttyd, 
and withall to shew unto us the paynes immynent for the same, 
that, being uppon good cause penytent at that instant for our erell 
led lyfe, we may be compellyd to go hence in heavynes of hart. 
Now I return to my purpose. The next day after king Richerd, 
fumysshyd throwghly with all maner of thinges, drew his whole 
hoste owt of ther tentes, and arraieth his vanward, stretching yt 
furth of a woondeifull lenght, so full replenyshyd both with foote 
men and horsemen that to the beholders afar of yt gave a terror 
for the multitude, and in the front wer placyd hia archers, lyke a 
most strong trenche and bulwark ; of these archers he made leder 
John duke of Norfolk. After this long ranward folowyd the king 
himself, with a choyce force of soldiers. In this meane time 
Henry, being departyd bak from the conference with his frinds, 
began to take better hart, and without any tary encampyd himself 
nighe his enemyes, wher he restyd all night, and well eaiiy in the 
morning commandyd the soldiers to arm themselves, sending 
withall to Thomas Stanley, who was now approchyd the place of 
fight, as in the mydde way betwixt the two hattaylles, that he 
wold coom to with his forces, to sett the soldiers in aray. He 
awnsweryd that the earle showld set his owne folkes in order, 
whyle thit he should coome to him with his army well apoyntyd. 
With which anxwer, geaven contrary to that was looked for, and to 
that which thoportunytie of time and weight of cause requyryd. 
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thowgfae Henry wer do tytde vexyd, and began to be soomwbat 
appallyd, yeat witiiowt lingering he of neceasytie orderyd hia men 
in this sort. He made a Bclender vanward for the snaole namber 
of his people ; before tbe same he placyd archers, of whom be made 
captane John erle of Oxfoord ; in the right wing of the vanward 
he placyd Gilbert Talbot to defend the same ; in the left reryly 
he sat John Sav^e ; and himself, trusting to thayd of Thomas 
Stanley, with one troup of horsemen, and a fewe footemen dyd 
folow ; for the namber of all his soldiers, all maner of ways, was 
scarce t."' besydes the Stanleyans, wherof aboat S.'- wer at 
the battaill, under the conduct of William. The kings forces 
were twyse so many and more. Thus both the vanwardea being 
arrayed, as soone as the soldiers might one se an other afur of, 
they put on ther head peces and preparyd to the fyght, ezpectyng 
tbalarme with intentyve eare. Ther wu a marishe betwixt both 
hostes, which Henry of purpose left on the right hand, that yt 
might serve his men instede of a fortresse, by tbe doing therof 
also he left the soon upon his bak ; but whan the king saw then^ 
myes passyd the marishe, he commandyd his soldiers to geave 
charge uppon them. They making suddanely great showtea as- 
saultyd thennemy 6rst with arrowes, who wer nothing faynt unto, 
the fyght bat b^;an also to shoote fearcely; bat whan they cam to 
hand sbokes the matter than was delt with blades. Id the meane 
tyme therle of Oxfoord, fearing lest hys men in tygbtiag might be 
envyronyd of the multitode, commandyd in every rang that no 
soldiers should go above tenfoote from the atanderda; which 
charge being knowen, whan all men had throng tbik togethers, 
and stayd a whyle &om fighting, thadrersaryea wer therwith af^d, 
supposing BOom firaude, and so they all forbore the fight a ceitane 
space, and that veryly dyd many with right goodwill, who rather 
coretyd the king dead than alyve, and therfor fowght fayntly. 
Than therle of Oxfbrth in one part, and others in an other parl^ 
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\rith the bandes of men closse one to an other, gave fireshe charge 

uppon thenemy, and in array tryangle vehemently renewyd the 

confiict. Whyle the battayll contynewyd thua hote on both sydes 

betwixt the vanwardes, king Richard understood, first by espyalls 

wher erle Henry was a farre of with smaule force of soldiers 

abowt him ; than after drawing nerer he knew yt perfytely by 

erydent signes and tokens that yt was Henry ; wherfor, all in- 

flamyd with ire, he atrick Ms horse with the spurres, and runneth 

owt of thone syde witfaowt the vanwardes agaynst him. Henry 

perceavyd king Richerd coome nppon bim, and because all his 

hope was than in valyancy of armes, he receavyd him with great 

corage. King Richerd at the first brunt killyd certane, overthrew 

dl"'2^" ^®"'7*^ standerd, toygther with William Brandon the standerd 

■tanderd bearer, and matchyd also with John Cheney a man of mucbe 

E ofRich. fortytude, far exceeding the common sort, who encotmtered with 

tnond OTsr. him as he cam, but the king with great force drove him to the 

ground, making way vrith weapon on every syde. But yeat 

Henry abode the brunt longer than ever bis owne soldiers wold 

have wenyd, who wer now almost owt of hope of victory, whan as 

loe William Stanley with thre thowsand men came to the reskew : 

.than trewly in a very moment the resydew all fied, and king 

B- 3- Richerd alone was killyd fyghting manfully in the thickkest prease 

of his enemyes. tn the mean time also the erle of Oxfoord after 

a lyttle bickering put to flight them that fowght in the forward, 

wfaerof a great compiuiy wer killed in the chase. But many mo 

forbare to fyght, who came to the fielde with king Richerd for 

aw, and for no goodwill, and departyd withowt any daunger, as 

men who desyryd not the safety but destruction of that prince 

Noblemen wbom they hatyd. Ther wer killyd about a m. men, and 

S™**" emongest them of noblemen of warre John duke of Norfolk, 

Gwalter L. Ferryse, Robert Brakkenbury, Rycherd Ratclyff and 

many moe. Two days after at Leycester, William Catesby, lawyer. 
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with a few that ver his felowys, were ezecntyd. And of those ^■"■. 
that tooke them to ther fete Franncis L. LooTell^ Hamfrey with othen 
Staffoord, with Thomas his brother and muche more company, fied ^^^ "* 
into the sayntoary of Sunt John which is at Colchester, a toone 
by the sea syde in Essex. As for the number of captyres yt was 
very great ; for whan king Richerd was killyd, all men furthwith 
threw away weapon, and frely submyttyd them selfes to Henryes 
obeyBsance, wherof the most part wold hare doone the same at 
the beginning, yf for king Rycherds scurryers, scowring to and 
fro, they myght so hare doone. Emongest them the chiefe wer 
Henry erle of Northumberland, and Thomas erle of Sorrey. Thia 
man was commyttyd to ward, wher he remaynyd long ; he as frind 
in hart was receavyd into &Tor. Henry lost in that battayU 
scarce an hundreth soldiers, emongst whom there was one princy- 
pall man, William Brandon, who bare erle Henryes standerd. Wm. 
The f^de was fowghten the xj*. calends of September, in the gi^-n,. 
yere of mans salration if.GCCG.tzxxT], and the fight lasted more 
than two houies. 

The report is that king Richerd might have sowght to save 
himself by fli^t ; for they who wer abowt him, seing the soldiers 
even from the first stroke to lyft up ther weapons febly and &ynt- 
lye, and soome of them to depart the feild pryryly, suspectyd 
treason, and exhortyd him to fiye, yea and whan the matter began 
manyfesUy to qwule, they browght him swyft horses ; but he, who 
was not ignorant that the people hatyd him, owt of hope to have 
any better hap afterward, ys sayd to have awnsweryd, that that 
very day he wold make end ether of warre or lyfe^ sucbe great 
fearcenesse and suche huge force of mynd he had : wherfor, know- 
inge certanely that that day wold ether yeald him a peaceable 
and quyet realme from thenceforth or els perpetually bereve hini 
the same, he came to the fielde with the crowne uppon his head, 
that therby he might ether make a beginning or ende of hia 

OAMD. soc. 2 G 
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raigne. And so the myserable roan had suddaynly suche end as 
wont ys to happen to them that have right and law both of God 
and man in lyke estimation^ as will, impyetie, and wickednes. 
Surely these are more vehement examples by muche than ys hable 
to be utteryd with toong to tereyfy tbose men which suffer no 
tune to passe tiee from soome faaynous offence, creweltie, or 
mischief. 

Henry, after the victory obtaynyd, gave farthwith thanks unto 
Almigbtie God for the same } tiian after, replenysshyd with joy 
incredible, he got himself unto the next bill, wber, after he had com- 
mendyd his solders, and commandyd to cure the woundyd, and to 
bury them that wer slane, he gave unto the nobylytie and gen- 
tlemen immortal thankes, promysing that he wold be myndfall of 
ther beny^ttes, all which meane wbyle the soldiers cryed^ God 
save king Henry, Qod save king Henry 1 and with hart and hand 
utteryd all the shew of joy that might be; which whan Thomas 
Stanley dyd see, he set anon king Richerds crowne, which was 
fownd among the spoyle in the feilde, nppon his head, as thoughe he 
had bene already by commandment of the people proclamyd king 
after the maner of bis auncestors, and that was the first signe of 
prosperytie. After that, commanding to pak upp all bag and bag- 
gage, Henry with his Tictorious army procedyd in the evening to 
Leycester, wher, for refresshing of his soldiers from ther travaile 
and panes, and to prepare for going to London, he taryed two 
days. In the meane time the body of king Rycherd nakyd of all 
clothing, and layd nppon an horae bake with the armes and 
legges hangings downe on both sydes, was browght to thabbay of 
monks Franciscanes at Leycester, a myserable spectacle in good 
sooth, but not nnwoorthy for the mans lyfe, and ther was buryed 
two days after without any pompe or s<demne fonerall. He 
raigned two yeres and so many monetfaes, and one day over. He 
was lyttle of stature, deformyd of body, tfaone showlder being 
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bigher than thother, a short and sowre oowntenance, which Bemyd 
to saTor of miachief, and atter evydently craft and deceyt. The 
whyle he was thinldng of any matter, he dyd contynually byte his 
nether lyppe, as thowgh that crewell nature of his did so rage 
agaynst yt self in that tyttle carkase. Also he was woont to be 
ever with bis right hand pulUng out of the sheath to the myddest, 
and putting in agane, the dagger which he did alway were. Trewly 
he had a sharp witt, provydeiit and subtyle, apt both to connter- 
fayt and dissemble ; his corage also hault and fearce, which &ylyd 
him not in the very death, which, whan his men forsooke him, he 
rather yealded to take with die swoord, than by fowle flyght to 
prolong his lyfe, uncertane what death perchance soon after by 
sicknes or other vyolence to suffer. 
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Fige 161, line penult, for hart, rmd hurt. 
„ 187, line £5, ibr tnfoyutd, read mfoyed. 
„ 205, line 26, for AiglgMht, read Attt^fAt. 
„ SI9, line 2, for man, read m«ii. 
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Gome;, conflict at, 41, 79 
Ctongh, Uatthew, 4! 

taken pritoner, Hid, 

alain on London Bridge, 86 

Gnj.air John, 117 

Onj, tlr Richard, 174 
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Gray, lir Rlcbard, apprehended and aent 
priaoner to Fom&et Caitle, 17S 

why committed, 177 

beheadwl, 188, 187 

Oryfyne, one, joint the earl of Rkh- 

mood in Walea, 817 
Onianet, 105 

Oylfoord, lir Richard, \9$, 197 
Qyaon, town of, 77 

Hall, lir DiTid, 109 
HalweU, John, 300 
Hammea, cattle of, holda with the eari 

of Richmond, SIS, S13 
Hareflewe, 78 
HairintoD, air Guy, 109 
Haitiugi, Ralph, 109 
Haadngt, Williun lord, 135 
preaent when Edward aon of 

Hen. Vlik wat mnrdered, 153 

■ ■ - hit eomeatneta for Edward 

V>^ to b« crowned, 179 
attauda the council in the 

Tower, and it beheaded, IBO, 181 
^— ^— one of the amytera of prince 

Edward aoD of Henry VI", 181 
Hwde, David, 78 
Henry Vl>^ commtHed to the care of 

Kattaerine bit mother, 2 
proclaimed king of England 

and France, 3 

crowned at Ptria, 40 

" depart* for Ronen, 45 

retoma to England, 47 

marriei Margaret daughter 

of Bhenate duke of Anjon and king 
of Sicily, 68 
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Haar; TI<k, Fidyil'*^ ^rgil'a t^incter 
of him, TO, 71 

' racDOTM to CoTentiy, 98 
- taken priwaer it North- 



imptoD, 107 
hi* 



loe 



ii delemted at Hexham and gota back. 



— oomra Id ^ignlH to Eog- 

land, it made priaoDer, and bron^ 



— prognaiticstet the niccBai 

or Hen. TIL, 135 

■ — taken b; Edw. IT. in Loif 



- unrdereit In the Tower, 156, 



156 



' bi* eorpM eipoaed at St. 

Panl'i and boried at Cheitaey, 156 
deaerlptioa of hia penon, 

lUd., 157 
Henrj TIIi^. Stt Riehnwnd, eail of. 
Herbert, OUbert, 219 
Herbert, Walter, StS, 316, 317 
Hereford, Hnmphref earl of, 19« 
— hia family and the diTiiion of 

hi> inheritance, 193, 193 
Heahain, battle of, 114 
Howard, John lord, ITH 
made D. of Norfolk, 190 



■1, made earl of Surrey, 



139 



Howard, T 

190 
Hnldeme, Eobert, 1) 
Rnline, William, BS 
Hnngerford, Robert earl of, IIS 
Hanserford, air Walter, 319, 330 
Hntton, Tbomaa, aent ambUMdoi 

Britan;, 191, SOO 
Hjn, Stephen, IG, 31, SS 



JacoUne of Bariaire married to Homph. 

D. of Gloaceater, her former huaband 

being aliU aUre, S 

goea back, upon the Pope'* 

aentesce, to her former huabaod, IZ 
Jamea l.|K. of Soota, jtona the French, 



- deaUi of, 63 
1,63 



Jamea II. ancceei 

iiiTadei England, 99 

' alain by acddemt at Roi- 

bnrgb.Oid. 

■ hu iwne, 100 

Jamea III. K. of Scoti, 100, 135 

rws^Tca Henry VI. and hia 

Qaeen, 111, 113 

JufBiiu, 38 

Joase, aiiter of the D. of Biufnndy, 5 

" Joane Pncelle." Su Maid of Ok- 

John, baatard aon of Cba. doke of Or- 
leana, 81,36, 4e 



Katberine, tt. of Henry T. 3 
death of, 61 
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Katherinc, Q, of Henry V., interred mt 

Weitmmiter, 6S 
Kemp, John, mads BbforYorfciCl 

. trwul. to Cwterborj, 90 

hUdeiUi, 96 

Kent inradfd b; the French, 99, 100 
Kent, William Fwieonbhdge made earl 

of, 113 



UgDle bedded, 37 

again beeieged b; the dake of 

Bedford, 48, 49 
Land, Thomai de la, 1S8 
Landofe, Peter, 166, S05, 306, S07 
I«raUe,38 

Iiee, Biohird, mijor of London, 133 
Leirii, son of the K. of Fr. nuniea tbe 

K. of Scoti duighter, 63 
— cooipirea agsinit hii father, 64 

Lewii XI'^. K. of France mcceedi hii 

fetber, 97 
"■ hit adDiliatiao of the earl 

of Warwick, IS9 

hia hithleaaneM, 169 

Lewji, the cooDteM of Bicluuond'i ph;r- 

aldui, 195, 196, 197 
Leyre, SO 

Umbrike, air Walter, 109 
Urieani, 76, 79 
London, tumnlt in tgaintt tba Flemlngi, 

fi7 

John Cade entert, B4, 3S 

attacked by the Kentiih men in 

1471, 133 

Edward IV"». entry bto, 143 

London bridge fired by the rebel Cade, 6!i 



IZ. 2S7 

LondoneTtriieapoa Ow nerduutt atran- 

gera, 98, 9!) 
Longitrotber, Jahn,iuaiter of the knighta 

of Rhodea, 14B 
LoTell, Frandi lord, fllea from Bo>- 

worth fleld, 8S5 
LouTien taken by lord Willooghby and 

Thomaa I^rrell, 61 
Lncembron^, Jamei of, earl of St. 

Fol, 114 
Loeembrough, Lewia of, conatabla of 

France, 160 
Laeembnrce, John of, 37 
Lnosmbarge, Lewia, bithop of Tnvnr 

enne, 35 
Lncembnrgh, Lewi* of, conatable of 

France, beheaded, 163 
Lneembnrg^e, Peter of, earl of S*. Pol, 

67,68 
Lynne, Edw. IT. and hii brother Hichard 

take the ahipping at, 133 



Magdalen college, Qiford, bnndation of, 

74 
Hagdnne, !5, 99 

taken by lord Talbot, 38 

" Maid of Orteana," aoconnt of the, S5 
i defenda Laignie, 37 
taken prisoner, tfid 



' bomt at Rouoi, 36 



ite, 76 



Ha^aret, da. of the D. of Somenet, 
afterwarda conntew of Riehmond, 13, 
13, 63, 135, 195 

her Mrranti removed from 

her, 304 
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IfMrgarat, da. of Bhmite dake of Aiijon 
nunted to K. Henry VI. GB, 77 

her character, uid unbttioil 

towards the dnke of Gloncester'! go- 

■ Siei with her toa Edward to 
SootlBDd, 10? 

■ aeeka rehg* there with the 
King, 111 

^^— ^ fOM into France to her hther 
thedqkeof Anjon, IIS 

with her aon airivef again in 

Prance, 131 

7 attempli to land in England, 

but ii driien back, 134 

■ taken ptlionerMTewlieabnrj, 
IE3 

I carried to London, nuwmed, 

and (nflered to depart, ISS 
w^^— again arriTei with her ion In 

ED^and, 147 
_ . takea lanctnarj at Bunlien, 

I4B 

goea to Bath, ISO 

to Bii*tol, 151. Ilience to 

Tewkeibory, Md. 
Margaret daughter of George dnke of 

Clarence, 160 
Margaret aitter of Edw. IT. married to 

Charlea, loa of Philip D. ^Burgandf, 

116 
Marine, Gwillian], 5 
Maitin y. Pope, makei war on the 



Maryn, William, 18& 
Hayne, town of, rerolti b 



Mijne, recorered, IB 

Men^ant itrangera allowed to fell to 

Engliihmen onlj, 63 
Monlan von b; the FMnch, but raco- 

again taken by the French, G3 

MOford Haren, 316 

Moutacnta, John marqnia of, 113, 114, 
130, 134, 144, 146 

retnm* to Edw. IV., 136 

D^lecta to attack Edw. 

IT^. In hia way to London, 137 

alain at the battle of Baraet, 

146 
Montarge, ai^e of, 15, 16 
Morgan, John, bringi forcsi to flie eari 

of Richmond after hia landing, S17 
Morgan, John, £15 
Morton, John, biahop of Ely, 180, 196, 

aOO, 206 
i committed to priion by Richard 

D. of Gloaceatar proteotor, 181 

- afterwarda giTon in charge to 
the doke of BackiDghsm and aent to 
Brecknock, 18S 

Moiray, Arebibald eari of, 99 



NeriUe, G«orge, archbiahop of York, 

119, ISl, 135, 143 
■ sent prisoner to Ouiaoei, 151 

Neiille, Richard, 3S 
NeriDe, WiUiam, 33 
Newcaatle, 7B 
Nicholaa the card', aent into Fiaue« to 

negotiate * peace, 44, S3 
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NorAA, John dnke of, leadi the archert 

at Bosworth field, S3S 
- iluniD tlielMttle,SS4 

MorUod, Tbomii, IS5 
Nornund; recoTered b j the FraDcb,A.D. 

1451, 79 
Normuu rui in rebellion agaiDit Hod. 

TI. bnt an lubdaed, 61, 52 
Northampton, battle of, lOT, ISS, 133 
Northnmberluid, Henry aecond earl of, 

■bin at S>. Albwi->, 96 
■ Henr7 third earl of, 

ilaiD iX Towton, 111 
• Henry fourth earl of, 



Orleani beaieged by the B. of Saliibnry, 

31 
offerof QieroTTenderof leftued, 

S4 
— relieTCd by the "Facelle,'' iUd. 

85 
Orleana, bastard of, 48 
Orleani, Charlei dake of, releaied from 

hi> CBpliTity, 66 
Orleana, Lewia duke of, hii oppontion 

to the E. of Richmond's canM, 314 
Osmond biihop of Saliabnrj canoniied, 

M, 97 
Oxford, Johueariof, 131, 133,140,144, 

143, 146,308,31) 
— sent prisoner to die castle of 

of Hammes, l&B 



the a 



1 the 



uda of HcD, VII. at Bo>«orth, SS3 



Paris, plot for the betrayal of, 6 

fortified by the doke of Bedford, 

35 

surrendered by lord Willoaghbie, 

£9, 60 

Parisians send ambaasadora to K. Heo. 

VI., S 
Parliament called atWestm' 1439, 62 

■ of 144S, 68 

remoTed to Bnry, T2 

of 1473, 159 

Parre, sir John, 109 

PsUy, 39 

Fatillok, Ricbard, II 

Pembrowgh, Jasper earl of, 6S, 109, 

131, 148, 154 

beai^ed at Pembroke, 155 

bbUb to France nith the E. 

ofRicbmMSS 

andiicoorteooslyrecdTed, 

158 

Pembroke, William Herbert, earl of, de- 
hated in Yorkshire, 138, 133 

— : taken prisoner at the battle 

of Banbnry and beheaded, 133 

Peoingbam, Edward, SOO 

Perron ne, 54 

Picqnign J, trace upon the bridge of, 163, 
163 

Poinings, Edward, 308 

Ponte de I'arch taken by the French, TG 

Pontien, 54 

Pnyer* (br iBceera in France, 11 



Ramney, air Thomas, 196, 197 
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Bamnej', dr Thomu, put to deitli, 304 
lUtcljf, RlcluTd, 167 

«ldn at BoBworth field, «34 

RaTMiponie, Edw. IV. tniTsi at, 136 
Rhenate duke of Anjon, 131 
Rlebtnllll. takeanponhirnxkbig, IBG 
i^^— ~^ joDTnefa to York, 1B7 
^.^^.^..^^ hifl aiuwer npon llu) D. of 

BncUngbam'i claim for put of the 

earl of Herefonl'i lands, 193 
goM with an anny agiioit 



end! new offere to the D. 



of Biitanr, SOS, 306 
pemudea the Q. of Edv. 

IV. with her children to leave ianc- 

tnarjr, 310 
■ death of hia Queen, 311 
Beta oat againat the earl of 



aitlTea at Boswortb, 331 

lit reported dmam, iUd. 

aeekt a personal combat 

with the earl of Rlebmond, bat Is 



field, and placed bf lord Stutle; on 
the earl of Richmond's head, 2SG 
hia body buried with the 



Frandsconi at Leinater, ibid. 
- description of bis p( 



aid., 337 
Richmond, Edmnnd earl of, 63 
Richmond, Henrj earl of, afCenrarda 

Henry VII. boiHt 63 



Richmond, Henrj eari of, brongbl tip in 

Wales, 134 
sails to Fiance with bit 

nuele Jasper earl of Pembroke, 1&5 
I ooart«ouflj receWed then, 

15S 
deliierttd op by the D. of 

Britsnj, bat agun detained, 165, 166 
. attempts hii descent co 

England, bat Ms Sect scattered, SOI, 



n oath tomarrr 
Eliubeth K. Edw. IV'i danghter. 



Prance, 306, SOT 



a at HUford Haren, 



316 






e him. 



self of lord Stanley's joining him, 330 
miasea bis way while fol- 
lowing his army, ibid,, 331 

ta lord Stanley at Atber- 



ne, 331 



— gaini tlia victory, SSS 

- prepares to go to Lond 



Riven, Richard eari, slain, IS3 
Rokeforde, Peter of, SS 
Rotberham,ThomB«, archbishop ofYcffk, 

180, 31 1 
' ■ imprisoned by order ofRich. 

III., ISl 
subsequently committed to 

the custody of sir James Tirrell, 183 
Rooen, taken by the French, 78 
Roiboroogh besieged, S9 
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EoMcn, John, bUwp dT Lincoln, lord 

(duBoallor, ISO 
BntUnd, EdmoDd earl of, log 
Rjren, Authonf earl, 174 

■pprahanded and Mot to Pom. 

fret Cartle, 175 

why committed, 177 

beheaded, 182, 187 

St. Albui'a, battle of, 95, 96 

lecoad battle of, 109 

St. Beniard'a college, in Oxford, 70 
St. DcdIs, town of, taken by treaaon, 3G 
~' twke taken by the French, 

S3 
" ■ taken by Arthur, admiral of 

Fnuiee,59 
St. Jamei Town, repaired by the D. of 
t, 18 



- Arthur E. of Brittany 

repnlied from, 14 
St. Lo, T8 
St Maloea, 166 
St. Blichaeri Mount, kept by the eail 

of Oxford againat K. Edw. IV., ISS 
St. Pol, earl of. .Sat Lacenbiii^he. 
St. Qnintin, 54 
St. Selerloe, caatle of, 79 

beaieged, 4S 

taken by the earl of Arun- 
del, 50, SI 

St. SaBuine'a, town of, taken, 10 
St. Talerr taken by the Fnach, 48 

retaken bythe earl of St, Pol 

and lord Willongbby, 49 

Saliibnry, earl of; b«de(eB Orieana, 19 
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whilit 
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Salirtniry, Ridiard Nerille e«ri of, taket 
part with Ac dake of York, 94 

repair) with an army to Lon. 

doD, and joina battle with the lord 
Aadley, 103, 103 

beheaded, 109 

Saliabnry, Tho. Hontacata earl of, 6 

ntakoa Henlan, 4 

■ beaicseaandtakeiHoaatea,9 

—— takcatheca«tleofH«yon,10 
Sanfoord, Bryan, S81 

SaTage, John, SIS, 316, 931 

Say«, John, lord treatnrer of England, 

beheaded by Cade, 65 
Scotland, many noblemsn of, alain at 
Vemoyll, 9 

• peaceconoloded witb,46,S05 
Setenger, SirThomai, put to death, 804 
Seoa beetled, 4 

Sha, or Shaw, Ralph, hit aermon at St. 

Panl'i Cnwa, in btonr of Richard D. 

ot Glonceiter'a claim to the Crown, 

183 

' dJM of aorrow, IBS 

Shrewabury, John Talbot earl of, alaln 

at Northampton, 107. J^Talbot. 
Silly, town of, 50 

Someraat, Edm. duke of, 36, 77, 79, B7, 
154 

lieutenant of Normandy, W 

■ with the duke of York mad* 

r^enta of France, 58 

placed nnder reatndnt, BS 

■ impeached, 89 

id bnried at St. Al< 
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SoDieiMt, EdmnDd (V ot tiu Dime) 
duke of, 143, 144, 146, 149, 1S3 

joini qoeen MargKret at B«ir- 

l«r Abbe;, 148 

Somenet, Hern; duke of, 9B 

m*de wpUln of CkUii, lOS 

joiiuEdv.IV.bDtreToltl,)14 

taken priMmBl and beheaded 

•t Hexliam.ltU. 115 

Spencer, Hugh, Sm GlDucater. 

SUfforde, Bamfrer, created daka of 
Glonceater, 69 

Staflbrd, lii Hnmfray, leiit againit Jack 
Cade, 64 

Stafford, Humfre;, SSS • 

Stafford, John, ab> of Canterbnrj, TO 

death of, 90 

StaCbrd, Thomai, 193, SSS 

Staole;, Thomai lord, 195, £04 

' refiuei to join the earl of War- 
wick, 138 

wins Berwick, 170 

committed to priion hj Richard 

D. oTGloDceater, 181 

deliTered, 1B2 

. of the carl of Rlchmond'i eou- 
federacT, SIS 

eoDf^ wiA him before the 

battle of Bomorth, 318 

Stanlef, William lord, 813 

• coobrawith the carl of Rlch- 

moDd, Sie 

come* to the reioiie at Boa- 
worth, 334 

Statutes repealed bj K. Hen. VI. re- 

TiTcd, 159 
Steward, John, alain at Terao;)!, 9 



StoktOB, John, 143 
Strange, George lord, SIS, SIS 
Strange, Thomas lord, IBS 
Suffolk, William Pole earl of, 6, 18, 80, 
69 

cipUia of Monntea, 10 

Suffolk, W". marqoii of, TT 

the principal oontrirer of the 

marder of Hnmpbrej duke of GIod- 
coilor, T4, 77, 83, 87 

made dnke of SaSOlk, Md. 

baniAed, but mardered in hi* 

patMge to France, 83 



Talbot, Gflbert, 333 

' itrini tlu earl of Bidunond, 



IB, 80, n, fi4, t 



31B 
Talbot, John lord, 

79,90 
Iii* diancter, IS 

recoTen Maine, 18 

takei FonCoiie, 19 

made priMoer, 39 

raneomed, 48 

again leaTOi England with an 

armj, and takei Beanmont, SO 
■ besiegea Dieppe, 67 

made earl of Shrowiborj, 69 

goe* to Aqnitaine, 90, 91 

BlaiB at Chartillan, 93 

Teronenne, or Terwine, eai4 of St. Pol'i 

hanw at, 47 
Trwkeibnrr, battle of, 151, 153 
Tbomu, Morgan, beaiege* the E. ol 

Pembroke, 15S 
Thomaa, Richard, 315, SIS, 319 
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Thomu, Ricluird, promued the lien- 

tenuUbip otWilei, SIT 
Tirrell, Thomu, 37, SI, 64, 79 
ToloDgaiM, AnthoBje, 43 
Tonchet, Juoe*, 103 
Tonra, iword hanging in ths chnrch of 



by the 



I Katherine ft. of 



St. Catherina 

H*U of Orleana, SS 
TowtoD, battli of, 110 
Trolop, Andrew, 104 

aUln,lll 

TiO7ea,30 
Tudor, Owen, a 

Hen. v., 68 
^-^^ committed to waid, and iJtn< 

word* beheaded, ttid, 
TyrrtU, Jamea, the Bmrderer of Edw. 

T. and hia brodier, IBS 



Vanghan, Roger, beheaded, ]5S 

Tanghan, air lliomaa, 174 

■ ■ i ■■' ■■ apprehended and lent priioae 

to PoBifret eaatle, 17S 

why committed, ITT 

beheaded, IBS, 187 

UdetUl, John, 133 

VemoD bedeged, 76, 77 

Tenioylle taken and reUken, 7, B, 9 

Vincennea taken bj the FVcncb, 53 

UiBwieke, Chriatopher, employad L 

the eante ot Han. VII. 197 



Wainflete, WlUIem, biihop of Windiea- 
ter. hi* duracter ud good deeda, 74 
WakcfleU, b«Mle of, 108 
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Walea, the lientenaney of, promised to 
Richard Thomti, 317 

Warde, John, 143 

Warwick, Edward eiri of, ISB 

■ imprisoned in Sheriff Hatton 

cutle, 188 

Warwick, Henry doke of, diet, M 

Warwick, Richard earl of, 41 

■ diea at Ronen, 63 

Warwick, Richard NcTille earl of, 94 

• maniaga and iune of, 95 

affray made upon by aoma of 

the qneen'i household, 101 

i«|iain to Calais, Oii. 

< — confers with the doke of York 

in Ireland, 106 

hie mistion to France to de- 
mand Bone of Saroy fbr the king In 
marriage, 116 

returns and becomes hostile 

toK. Edw. IT., lie 

flies with the doke of Clarence 

to France, ISB 

..,.-. hie return and antral at Dart- 
month, 139, 139 

seU Henry VI, at liberty, 133 

made protector of tha realm, 



134 



■ - — heavy and troubled in heart, 
143 

fights the hatde of Baniet and 

is alain, 143, 145, 146 
Warwick, town of, soiprised by King 

Edw. IT., 141 
Welle*, John, 800 

WelUs, Richard, 136 
>d, 187 
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Walla, lir Robert, 19S 
Wenlock, John lord, 148 

diiu at TewkMbary, l&S 

WentwoTtli, ilr Gnatuw, 109 
WeymoBth, 147 
Willonghbie, Rt^tert, 7 
WillanghbT, Robert lord, 48, 43, SO, 51, 

59 

tnmnden Ftrli, 59, 60 

iptHli the £0011117 •I'wit 

Anieni, 67 
Woodrtock, Thonu of. £M Qloooester. 
WoodTiU, itr E^tirard, SOO, BOS 
WrUonghUe, dr Robert, SOO 



Y<ak,eltiieiuor,deodfedbyE<lw.IT^. 

139, 140 
^— Ricb. III.iQmmonii ptrliunent 

■t,l90 



Yoric, college Aitmded it, by Ricluvd 

in., I9S 
York, lUdurd duke of, 36, 66 
• with Edmund duke of Somenet, 

nude i^ente of France, SB, 59 

iipiTei to the crown, 86, 87 

met by the King'i army, SB 

" brought priaoDcr to London, bnt 

diicharged, B9, 90 

again reriTea hli daimi, 93, 94 

in aims againat the King, 95 

bring* the King to London, 95, 

96,97 



', 103 



■ goeitc 



1,104 



with the earl of Saliibniy, pro- 
claimed traiton, 105 

claima the crown in parllaaent, 

bnt.ia made protector, 107 

aliin at Wakefield, 108 

Yorkihlre, itir raiaed in, ISl 
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